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Today's World
Cup Fixtures

Germany vs Bulgaria
Sweden vs Romania
(For details see Page 1)

WC DIARY

LOS ANGELES. California.
July 9 (AFP): Saturday's World

Cup diary:
STILL GOTIT

Michel Platini. former
French star now chairman of
the Organising Committee for
the 1998 World Cup in France.

just can't stop playing.
' He found a football piich
near the Cotton Bowl in Dallas
on Thursday and organised a

pick-up game,
BURDEN OF HISTORY

German reporters say
coach Berti Vogts is intimi-
dated by the presence at ‘the
World Cup of football demi-
god Franz Beckenbauer, who
coached the 1990 team m the
championship.

Beckenbauer, strictly a
spectator here, replies “I can't
evaporate in smoke."

Brazil manager Carlos Alber-
to Pasreira, on the other hand,
lured fdrmer coach Mario
Zagalo to be his assistani.

“To have Zagalo available
and to not use him would be
criminal," Parreira said of the
man who coached the 1970
Brazil team, who were arguably
the greatest World Cup cham-
pions ever.

AT THE MATCH

Dallas City Council members
Glenn Box and Domingo Garcia
have caught World Cup fever.

They skipped a budget
meeting to go to a first round
match at the Cotion Bowl in
June. The meeting was can-
celled, and the council will
have to deal with Dallas' 38
million-dollar defieit some
" other time.

THEY CAN'T DO
EVERYTHING

FIFA president Joao Have-
lange said it was unfair to
expect football's world govern-
ing body to stop the kind of
fanaticism that ended with the
murder of Celombian footballer
Andres Escobar, apparently
killed for scoring an own goal
in the World Cup.

“You cannot expect FIFA to
be in every country legislate
what is occurring.” Havelange
said. "You cannot expect FIFA
to send troops to try to bring
about a type of clam to this
disorder.”

FIFA general secretary Sepp
Blatter added: "If the United
Nations are not able to stop as-
sassinations, how can FIFA,
with only its spoken power,
stop such cases.”

DUTCH CONNECTION

Officials at the Dallas World
Cup venue were puzzied when
New York yankees shortstop
Robert Eenhoorn asked them
to pass on his regards to Dutch
goalkeeper Ed de Goey.

Turnms out the baseball pla-
yer is from Rotlerdam. where
De Goey plays for Feynoord.
Eenhoorn works out with the
club in baseball s off season.

PRIVATE MATTER

Bulgarian goalkeeper Boris
Mihailov is so proud of his new
head of hair he has even been
appearing free in commercials
for the French specialist who
inserted the implants.

But Mihailov Has stopped
short of suggesting a similar
remedy for his teammate
Yordan Letchkov. who sports a
pate - almost as shiny as
Mihatlov's was a couple of
months ago. “| thought about it
but | ddd nol dare raise the
subject.” Mihallov admitted.

it's a very personal thing "
mm
FAN
Brazilian forward Bebeto
became a father for the third
time an Thursday, when his
wife, Denise,. glvt birth teo

Comes ge Ohvelra 1 18548
Jl;nﬂm

Mother and child were hoth
fine, and little Matheus has al-
ready been glven a pinl-sized
version of his father's number
seven Brazil jersey.

it seems soccer scribblers
cant resist the glant inflatabie
football tethered near the Rose
Bowl Stadium.

Among the sometithes sca-
tological graffiti: "Go Jackie's
army,” "Forza Ralia St Louis.'

And frem one f[orward-
thinker “Go Scotland 98,

EDSTROM: WATCH
THOSE BREAKS

Ralf Edstrom. a forward
with Sweden's 1974 and 1978
World Cup teams, warned the
curreni team to watch out for
Romanias counter-attacking
capabilities. He recailed play
ing Romania in a European
Championship gualifier in
1983, which Sweden lost | O

"Romania only had one at
tack in 90 minuies and scored
A goal " Edstrom said

Germany s pmhﬁL goal scorer Juergen Klinsmann goes through his paces during a practice
session in Morristown, New Jersey on July 8

Injured Sammer paves Moeller's way

EAST RUTHER-
:@ FORD, NJ, July 9:
Bulgaria already
made  history
when they finally
WOTl a game ear-
lier in the World
Cup. Lothar Matthaeus is ready
to claim his personal share, re-
ports AP

Matthaeus, the 33-year-old
German captain. is playing
fourth World Cup.

When he takes the field
Sunday against Bulgaria in the
quarterfinals, it will be his
21st World Cup game,
equalling the record set by
lellow German Uwe Seeler,
Wiadislaw Zmuda of Poland and
Argentine captain Diego
Maradona.

Maradona would have held
the record by himself had he
not been banished for doping
after two ga ;

If Germany advance and
Matthaeus stays healthy, he

will break the record in the
semifinals
Matthaeus, whose right foot

had inflamed after he suffered
a deep gash, has resumed
training and will play Sunday. '

To break the record,
Germany will have to get (o the
semifinals, and te do that they
will have to overcome the loss
of Matthias Samuner

The only East German to
become a starter for the de-
fending Werld Cup champions,
Sammer suffered a muscle in-
jury in his lefi calfl in practice
and has been idle three days

“The chance of me playing
is lower than 0.1 per cent '’
Sammer sald Friday as the
German team bade farewell to
Chicago and moved ta New
Jersey .

ﬁlnunr{ said he could end
up missing the rest of the
World Cup if Germany advance.

“The muscle has to loosen

Coach Berti Vogts has de-
clined te say who will replace

Sammer, but impressions left
in practice indicate that

Andreas Moeller could return
‘to the starting lineup.

Moeller was one of Vogts'
favourite players before the
World Cup. But after two unsat-

it easy after

LOTHAR MATTHAEUS
isfactory performances here,
dropped him from the
starting 11.
While the Germans trav-
elled to New Jersey Friday, the

Bulgarians relaxed at their
camp in Princeton.

Bulgaria came into the
Weorld Cup without a victory in
16 games in five previous ap-
PEarances.

The Balkan team bounced
back from an opening loss to
Nigeria, went on to beat
Argentina and knocked out
Mexico in a penalty shootout
following extra time in the

WC COMPARATIVE STATS

NEW YORK, July 9 (Xinhua): Following are the statistical
comparisons of the curremt World Cup finals and the 1990
tournament heid in ltaly (stats after 44 games):

USA '94
118

Number of goals

Number of draws

Penalty shootouts
Number of | -0 scores
Number of scoreless ties
Average attendance
Actual playing tine
Yellow « ards

Red cards

Highest scores

67.162
60-34
195

Italy '90
100

9 9
1 1
9 12
2 4
50.420
55:08
131

13 11
6-1 5-1

Matthaeus ready for history

second round.

The Bulgarians were taking
the gruelling
match against Mexico. sleep-
ing late, horsing around the
pool and having light workouts
in late afternoon, when heat
and humidity would let up a
bit.

"We have to recoup our
strength, the extra time was
very tough for our players,’
sald coach Dimitar Penz>v

Bulgaria's top star Hristo
Stoitchkov, who pleaded a
light calf injury to escape some
of the practice. said Bulgaria
had nothing to lose.

"We are going into the game
very calmly. It is the Germans
who have to win and the pres
sure is on them." sald the
Barcelona striker.

Other Bulgarian® plavers
were also confident, although
they recognisc” that beatipg
Germany is tough

1 play against Germans ev-
ery week. | know how strong
they are.,” sald midfielder
Yordan Letchkov, who plays for
Hamburg SV in the Bundesiiga

Familiarity, the Bulgarlans
feel, helps them.

"Germany should better
worty aboul us.” coach Dimitar
Penev said Friday "We dren't
afraid of them, because we
know them well. "

"Whatever will happen, we

are not losing anything. we are

winning.” Letchkov said

Letchkov, who scered the
decisive peunally goal against
Mexico. said Bulgaria had theis
best offensive front ever with
Stoichkov, Emil Kostadinow
and Nasko Sirakov

"We are going 1o attack be
cause Lhal's our game And the
German defence is vulnerable ”
Letchkov said

Bulgaria won't have sus
pended defender Emil Kre
menliev, but Trifon Ivanov.
Tsanko Tsvetanov and Zlatko
Yankov are available again alter
sitting out the Mexico game

PROBABLE TEAMS

GERMANY: Bodo Iligner:
Lother Matthaeus, Thomas
Berthold, Juergen Kohler,
Thomas Helmer: Thomas
Haessler, Guido Buchwald,
Martin Wagner, Andreas
Moeller., Rudi Voeller, Juergen
Klinsmann.

BULGARIA: Borislav Mik
hatlov: llan Kirlakov. Pelar
Houbchev, Tsanko Tsvetanowv
Trifonn Ivanov, Yordan Leich
kov, Nasko Sirakov, Krastmi
Balakov, Zlatko Yaunkov. Emil
Kostadinov, Hristo Stoichkov

AFE.

Hedoni':sm suits
Bulgarians

PRINCETON., New York,

July 9: Vice-lovers the world

over can take heart. Smoking,
drinking and having sex have
not stopped Bulgaria's football
team enjoying unprecedented
World Cup success, reporis

Staying up late and not ov-
erdoing it on the training field
also seem to be key elements
of the refreshing recipe* that

. has taken the Bulgarians into

Sunday's quarter-final clash
with Germany.

Swiss manager Roy Hodg-
son, who was convinced that
pre-match canoodling would
be fatal to his team's chances,
might have done better to'take
a leaf out of the Bulgarian
coaching manual.

While the Swiss, seen by

many as potential semifinalists,:

went home after the second
round, the Bulgarians have not
better with every match, unfet-
tered by the almost constant
presence of their wives and
girlfriends.

The Swiss team's thigh
muscles might have been in
marginally better shape thanks
to their enforced abstinence,
but a relaxed mind is just as
important in football.

When it came to the crun-
. ch, the Bulgarians stayed cool
in a nerve-wracking penalty
shoot-out against Mexico while
the frustrated Swiss werk sent
packing by three lapses of
concentration against Spain.

Sex is not the only area in
which the Bulgarians have re-
jected theories based on the
virtues of self-dental,

Staff at the squad's Prin-

ceton hotel — which they tried

to change for something
nearer to New York's bright
lights — report that the
Bulgarians have. been closing
their bar every night and in--
lerviews with players are fre-
quently shrouded in a.cloud of
smoke.

"About half the squad smo-
ke," said midfielder Gueorgi
Gueorgiev, cigarette in one
hand, beer in the other. "The
coach deesn't mind, but even if
he tried to ban it they would
only do it secret, so it wnuld
be pﬂintlcss

"We're all adults, we're not
going to de anything stupid the
might before a match, but it is

@lad important to relax.”

The Budgarians have cer-
tainly been doing plenty of that
this week,

Extra-time against Mexico
took fits toll. but it was the
night on the town that fol-
lowed that made coach Dimitar
Penev decide to give his side
the Wednesday off.

It was hardly back to work

~ on Thursday either. Plans for a

midday session were shelved
because it was too hot and the
players headed for the pool.

Penev f[inally managed te
muster a majority of the squad
for a token early evening jog
round the block, but even that
was a bit too strenuous for star
striker Hristo Stoickhkov, who
declined to jein in.

By this time, the Italian
squad, who also played extra-
time on Tuesday, had been
through two full training ses-
slons and™a closed-doors tacti
cal workout

Little wonder then that the
italians are all complaining
about being tired while the
Bulgarians. who did finally get
down to business on Friday, say
they are fresh and eager for a
crack at Germany.

Berti Vogis, the German
coach. has been warned. If he
waints his side to be in the
right condition to face the
Bulgarians, he said better start

organising some parties.

Inter boss

under house

MILAN ltaly, July 9. The
president of top ltalian football
club-inter Milan. Ernesto Pe-
llegrini. was under house ar
rest here on Friday on corrup
tion charges police said. re-
ports AFF

Pellegrini, 54, had been a:
rested on Thursday on the
orders of Sicilian magistrates
following allegations involving
a catering company he owns.

He is accused, along with
three others, ol rigging an in-
vitation to tender, enabling his
company to get a three-year
calering contract worth 30
million dollars to supply a hos
pital in Catania. Sicily

Pellegrini is believed 1o
have bribed his way lo the con
tracts between 1985 and
1990

Inler-Mflan have won the
Italian Champtonship (1989),
the UEFA Cup twice (1991 and
1994) and the ltallan Super
Cup (1988} durtng Pellegrini's
10-year reign at the top. al
though they flirted with rele-
gation last season

leam captain Giuseppe Ber
gomi sald he was shattered by
the news of his president's
arresi

Of the 'golden boot' hunters

EAST RUTHER-
FORD,' New Jer-
sey, July 9: Two

of the deadliest

.
‘%"
strikers in the
world will be cha-
sing the same target when
Bulgaria face Germany at
Giants Stadium on Sunday, re-
ports Reuter,

For Hristo Stokchkov and
Juergen Klinsmann, the race is
ﬂireadjr on for soccer's "Golden
Boot." awarﬂed to the player

who scores most goals in the

tournament. |

So far Klinsmann has five,
one ahead of Stoichkov and
one behind Russia’'s Ofeg
Salenko, whose team have
gone home,

No player has scored more
than six goals at a World Cup
for 20 years, since Grzegorz
Lato hit seven for Poland in t}‘u:
1974 finals.

In the intervening years,
Argentina's Marjo Kempes, Ita-
lians Paolo Rossi and Salvatore

Schillaci, and England's Gary

Linekar have top-scored res-
pectively with six, far short of
the record 13 by France's Just
Fontaine in 1958.

Stoichkov and Klinsmann
are unlikely to eclipse that ma-
rk but. in a tournament brim-
ming with ace marksmen, both
seem to have scented' an
opportunity to crown outstand-
ing careers.

Stoichkov, now 28, has be-
en the striking force behind
Barcelona's four consecutive
Spanish league titles and their
1992 European Cup triumph.

The arrival of Brazilian Ro-
mario has required him to
offer more as a provider in
club football, but for his coun-

try he remains the focal point
of attack alongside Emr'! Kos-
tadinov. ,

The goal he scored in the
second-round match against
Mexico, a rasping left-foot shot

into the roof of the net after )

latching on to a clever through
ball, was in many ways a classic
Stoichkov eﬂurt t:umhlmng
power and shs

il

s

TOICHKOV
Klinsmann, who will turn
30 two weeks after the World

Cup final, has also been ex-
hibiting his trademark stre-
ngths in the finals where he
has scored at east once in
every

Bdm'ahe-ndhu

ran out of steam in the Cotton

Bowl in Dallas against South
Korea, Klinsmann's pace and
appetite for goals threatened to
swamp the Koreans, and he

, remains a player who relishes

the big occasion.

Sunday’s match offers him a
chance to run at a suspect Bul-
garians back four while Stoi-
chkov is likely to have fewer
chances at the other end, but
many believe the pair are im-
possible to séparate.

In -a good position to judge
Is Bulgaria's captain and goal-
keeper Borislav Mihailov. who
has known Stoighkov in par-
ticular for vears. -

Both men have resurrected
careers which locked to be
over when they were banned
for life by the national federa-
tion in 1985 for their involve-
ment in 4 punch-up that over-
shadowed a Bulgarian Cup final
between CSKA Sofia and rivals
Levski.

Mihailov has also been pla-
ying his clulf football in France
where Klinsmann is based with

" Mbnaco, yet he is still unsure

which player he would prefer
in his side.

‘It would be great to have
them both in the same team
he said diplomatically. “They
are both great strikers, altho-
ugh I have to say Klinsmann in
the World Cup is nothing like

the Klinsmann who plays in

France in front of 2.000 peo-
ple."

Both men have enjoyed
chequered public images at
times, Klinsmann ior his past
gamesmanship and Stoichkov
for a disciplinary record that
includes a suspension for
stamping on a referee foot.

Yet both remain among the
most charismatic players in
Europe and have the awards to
prove it. A "Golden Boot” would
fit either of them perfectly.

PRINCETON. NJ,
July 9:  Under-

dogs Bulgaria. su-
ddenly three wvi-

o
|
S
ctories from wi-
niing the World

Cup are the team to watch and
talk to: The only problem is
that it ejects reporters from
its workouts and seldom talks,
reports AP,

Before doming to this tour-
nament, the Bulgarians had not
won a World Cup game in six
visits. Now they are in the
quarterfinals. the team Is
shrouded in secrecy with the
trademarks of a primadonna.

"We did not expect this at
the beginning.” said goal-

keeper Borislav Mihailov, who

saved two penalties in the
shootout with Mexico In the
previous round and led his
team to a 3-1 victory.

"But we realise that we
were better than we thought.”

That, perhaps. explains why
the Bulgarians were twenty
minutes late at their practice
at Princeton University Friday.
They granted journalists and
camera crews less than ten

minutes of media exposure -

after which Emil Verbovsky,
the team ligison official. urged
the two dozen reporters to
leave the grassy field.

LS police guards, who usu-
ally listen to team officials and
not to reporters, quickly car-

ried out the Bulgarian's wishes
— and out went the media fep-
resentatives, behind a three-
metre (9-foot) tall iron fence.
But wait, then the good
news. Impressed by so much

attention, coach Dimitar Penev
said the players would answer
reporters’ questions after
practice.

And the photographers and
cameramen were allowed to
take pictures arnd' shoot from a
pre-World War [ pavilion on a
little hill overlooking the
practice field, some 200 me-
tres (600 feet) away.

A victory over defending
champions Germany at Giants
Stadium Sunday would propel
the Builgarians into the semifi-
nal round against the winner of
Saturday's match between [taly
and Spain in Foxboro, Mass.

Does this explain their se-
crecy? As seen from the pavil-
ion, the Bulgarians didn't show
anything unusull. But by prac-
ticing penalty kicks they left
an impression that they would
favour a draw. and let the out-
come be decided in the
shootout. The tactic worked
out splendidly in the Mexico
game.

"Germany had betier worry
about us,” Penev said after a
one-hour practice that in-
cluded stireiching and scrim-
mage. "We aren't afraid of
them, because we know them

ushers in secrecy

well."
- Two of the Bulgarians, mid-
fielder lordan Letchkov and
defender Peter Houbtchev,
play for Hamburg in the Ger
man :

“Whatever will happen., we
are not losing anything, we are
winning.” said Letchkov.

Bulgaria will Be without full-
back Emil Kremenliev, who
received two yellow cards in
the victory ever Mexico and,
must sit out Sunday's game. All
players are reported fit

In the end, Penev opened
up and let out some precious
stratcgy

"Play defensively? Of course.
we'll be careful about defence
because Germany has good at-

tackers ... but we also have
good scorers like Hristo
Stoichkov.”

How about the Bulgarian
lineup? Penev didn't divulge
his biggest secret,

‘T will not announce my
lineup until Saturday. when
Germany has to tell theirs,” he
said.

But apart from their pen-
chant for secrecy. which has a
long Balkan tradition. the Bul-
garians are otherwise amusing.

After the Mexico victory.
the team reportedly celebrated
so long into the night that they
had to skip everything on their
agenda the next day.

Voeller, a desperate remedy

| CHICAGO,

Ilino-
-.c‘- ‘

is. July 9: A chro-
nic lack of inter-
national-class st-
rikers in the Bun:
desliga led Ger-
man coach Beru Vogls o send
an SOS World Cup call 1o Rudi
Voeller, reports AFP.

The veteran needed only
five minutes of the first game
he started — the second round
tie against Belgium — to show
Vogts he should have been in
their team from the tourna-
ment's kick-off on June 17,

A farther 33 minutes into
the game Voeller, winning his
89th cap, had put Vogts' USA
94 campaign back on the road
to the final at the Pasadena

| Rose Bowl on July 17

Voeller made fellow striker
Jurgen Klimsmann's seocond
goal to restore Germany's lead
and then his 47th interna-
tional goal proved to be the
winner

Votller, at 34 the oldest
player in Germany's squad, had
time to rest his legs before
their quarter-final against Bul-
garia Sunday.

Voeller had known he
mitght have to bide his time on
the substitute's bench at tliese
Minals. However, the call had to
come when bickering began to
spiit the squad after three
paor displays in the first round
— fluring which Voeller ap-
peared for only 29 minules —
and the media stuck the knife
in back home.

Vogts said: | told Rudi his
chance would come and he
used it He showed what he
can do and that he is not ready
for the scrapheap

Back home they were a It
tie more excited. "His first goal

{ was world class. his involve

ment in Klinsmann's goal was
marvellous and his second goal
grandiose.” said one paper.
Vogts asked Voeller to
come out of international re-
tirement after a Bundesliga
season in which seven of the
top ten scorers were foreign.
Kaiserslautern's Stefan Kuntz,
who ts in Germany's squad
here. led the scoring charts
with Ghanaian Anthony Yeboah

but Kuntz has never made the

o ki o .
RUDI VOELLER

grade at international level.
Two months ago. after a
meeting in France, Voeller's
presence at his third World
Cup finals was decided. He had
retired from international
football in October, 1992 with

85 caps and 44 goals after .

scoring in l-1 draw with
Mexico in Dresden.

As if to ensure his presence
could not go unnoticed In the
US, Voeller alse asked to wear
the number 13 shirt made fa-

mous by Gerd Muller. the fi-
nest ol all his country's centre
forwards, when West Germany
wou the 1974 World Cup
Voeller's brace of goals
against the Belgians took his
tally to 47 for his country.
above Karl-Heinz Runmmenigge

into second place behind
Muller's 68,
"There is no excitement

comparable 1o goalscoring.

said Voeller. "People were
sayving my carger was finished
but I'm alive again now.”

Voeller has regularly con
founded his critics

He was dn unrated choice
for the 1986 tournament but
its was his persistence which
brought the first of two goals
in an eight minute spell which
pulied West Germany back into
the final against Argentina
Until Diego Macradona released
Jorge Burruchaga for a glorious
winner

And it was Voeller whe col
lapsed under a challenge from
Argentina's Roberte Sensini to
win the penalty which Andreas
Brehme converted to win the
1990 final.

This World Cup has also
given Voeller the chance to
play for his future. The striker
is almost certain to leave
Marseille after the French club
were relegated (o the Second
Division in the wake of last
yvear's match-fixing scandal

At the back end of the sea-
son there were persistent ru-
mours in Germany
a move to Munich 1860, st
back in the top Might. but
Voeller said. "I'm keeping my
options open .’

A couple more goals at the
Warld Cup and he will land a
lucrative eontract with which

o sign ofl his playing career.



