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Russia may sell

MOSCOW. July 8: Russia

does not rule out arms Sales to

Pakistan provided they do not
negatively affect the situation
in the South Asian region. a
Russian Foreign Ministry
spokesman said yesterday, jc-
ports FTI.

Russia does not anymore
have any ideological prejudices
on the question. the
spokesman said while com-
menting on the just concluded
visit of the Pakistani foreign
minister to Moscow.

The spokesman gaid that
the question of arms sales to
Pakistan was discussed during
the visit of the Pakistani
Foreign Minister, Sardar Asif
Ali, but did not give any further
details.

When asked to comment on

arms to Pakistan

reports that the sale of SU-30

aircraft and T-72 tanks was -

discussed during the talks,
the spokesman said "your
sources appear to have deeper
insights. 1 do not have such
information.”

The Independent Russia
television channel NTV had
reported Wednesday that Al
discussed the possible pur-
chases of military aircraft and
tanks,

The spokesman said that
the question of non-prolifera-
tion in South Asia was given
‘considerable attention' during
the talks: He reiterated
Russia's view thal a compro-
mise on the issue could be
found either through bilateral
(apparently Indo-Pak)
multilateral negotiations.
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ERIEFD

Al-Gabid goes to Kabul today:

‘Organisation of I Conference [0IC) Secretary

ral
Hamid al-Gabid, will visit ‘war-torn Afghanistan at the

weekend on a peace mission, the OIC said. 1a‘ic Thurada}r. AFP
rcpnrl:a from Islamabad. .

Al-Gabid, who hanbmnmeeﬂngreprumtaﬂvﬂ of Afghan
factions here since his arrival in Pakistan six days ago, will go
to Afghanistan Saturday, The annmmcmnt by the OIC rep-
resentative in Islamabad said.

The announcement, which did not say how long tl:u: visit

would last, also made an "urgent appeal”to all Afghan parties

and military commanders to ﬂbm a ccascﬂre during al- .

Gabid's visit.

AASU agltatmn from July 112 me

All Assam Student Union (AASU) on Thursday announced the -
laum:hlng of a nearly month-long agitation p from
July 11 to protest against the alleged non-implementation of
the Assam Accord, the foreigners problem,. issuing of land
- deeds and identity cards to furcignen.*?—l‘f reports from
~  The AASU anchalik units would observe 6-hours. sit-in

'} demonstration from 1000 hours on July 11 protesting against

the alleged violence in the state. Workers meeting would also

be held between July 14 and July 19 to discuss the foreigners

issue. . :

On July 21; tHe AASU local units would protest against

ragging in the educational institutions, besides observing a
dharna on July 23 and 24 to demand supply of Guwahati and

Dibrugarh University text books.

Flash flood kills 12 in Quetta. At

least a dozen people died when several mud and stone-built
houses caved in as torrential monsoon rains lashed this
southwestern city Thursday. officials said, AFP reperts From
Quetta. :

The rains caused flash floods disrupting rail and road
communications with the rest of the country and stranding
hundreds of picknickers in a nearby valley, they said.

'Rescue workers in Quetta capital of Baluchistan province,
said the number of deaths could rise.'More than 30 people
died earlier this week in southern port nity of Karachi, as a
result of heavy rainfall.

One shot dend in Ni

opened fire on protestors Thursday in

l'la: Police
s, killing a

to the office of Justice Minister Olu Onageruwa, the witnesses
Onagoruwa, who id4 also Attorney General, recently dis-
two orders by the Federal High Court for him to pro-
duce detained opposition leader Moshood Abiola in court.
Diarrhoea claims 28 in Indonesia:

An outbreak of diarrhoea has killed at least 28 people and
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N Korea warns South not

to meddle in talks with US|

TOREYG, July B Norh Korea
sternly warnerd South Korea
against meddhng in 175 North
Korean talks that wore to 1e
sume in Geneva today, focusing
on Pvongyvangs suspected -
clear arms programine. re
ports AFP.

"If an unreasonable demand
containing the sinister pur-
pose of a third fy is brought
forward. The digcussion cannot
be focused on the key issue
and the talks will get compli-
‘cated.” The MNorth Korean
Workers' Party newspaper
commented.

Without directly naming
South Korea: Rodong Sinmun
sald "some quarters' con-
tended that Washington and
Pyongyang must discuss im-
plementation of the 1992 in-
ler-Karean declaration

of

denuclearisation” of the

Korean peninsula and mutual
irispection of huclear facilities.

The newspaper commen-
tary, carried by the Korean
(‘entral News Agency (KCNA)
monitored here, said these
cdemands sought to create a
confusion in the debate on the
nuclear issué between North
Horea and the United States,

and - lay hurdled in the
progress of the talks. |
Government leaders in

Seoul have demanded that
North Korea abide by the joint
declaration and accept the mu-
tual nuclear inspections in
order to enhance the trans-
parency of each nth&r s nuclear
programme.

But Pyongyang's hardline

communist governmenti has -

‘package deal’
diplomatic recognition and aid

 insisted that the nuclear crisis
~steams from the US nucleéar

strategy and it should be re-
solved through its bilateral.
talks with Washington in a
involving US

to the north.

Another report from Seeoul
says: South and North Korea
today agreed that President
Kim Young-Sam will take 50
armed guards with him when

he travels to North Korea July! {

25 for an. historic first-ever
summit with Frta{dcnt Kim I1-

Sung.

The decision was made at
working-level talks at' the
heavily-fortified border truce
village of Panmunjom, Yonhap
news agency and KBS televi-
sion said.

.*.

Japanese F‘nme Mlmster Tomiichi Murayama takea a lﬂuk at his watch befure cnnferrmg

with US President Bill Clinton in Naples yumﬂny nt. the Hotel Vesuvio prior to the start of the |
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China, India talk

"~ ways to reduce
border tensions

BEIJING, Jul}'B China and

India have discussed ways to

reduce military confrontation
along their disputed border,,

the official

Agency said
AP,

Xinhua News

their mountainous border for

..decades and they fought a 21-

day border war in 1962.

Ll'ast year, they agreed to

maintain peace along a 4,056- .
kilometer (2,514-mile) cease-

fire line and have begun talks

- on surveying work and reduc-

ing their massive {rontier

forces,

Xinhua said K Srinivasan,
India’'s foreign secretary, ar-
rived Tuesday in Beljing with a

delegation -of officials for a sev-
enth round of working-group
talks on the border.

aid Thursday, reports

'T!hhu and India have dis-
tem-turj,r along

Cluna ~ blggest N-plant
shut down

HONG KONG, July B8:

- China’s biggest nuclear power

plant has been shut down due
to water leaks, but one of its

. owners claimed Thursday that

|__

safety is not threatened, re-
ports AFF. .

Hong - Kong .
Investment Co. Ltd, a joint
venture partner in the Daya
Bay Power Plant, said the
numbeér one unit was shut
down on Saturday after “some

| water leaks” were found in the

generator's hydrogen cnnling

- system.

“The leak is in the non-nu-
clear part of the power station
and there are no nuclear or
other safety implications,” it
said in a statement.

‘It added that experts from

-Nuelear. .

the pgenerator supplier, Gec-
alsthom, had arrived to help
repair the leaks, a job that was

likely to take one month and is -
. covered by warranty.

“It is likely that it will nec-
essary to dismantle some of
the generator windings, which
is very time consuming,” said
the company, an affiliate of

‘Hong Kong China Light and -

Power Co. Ltd.

Daya Bay, 50 kilometres (30
miles) northeast of Hong Kong,
formally went on line in
February, although the number
one unit has been in operation
since August.

The plant — China’'s largest,
with twin 900 megawatt units
— was built mainly with French
technology.

i
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Christopher won't
visit Vietnam

during Asia trip -

WASHINGTON, July 8:
Secretary of State Warren:
Christopher will net visit
Vietnam when he is in Asia
later this month . despite
Vietnamese assurances of-
greater cooperation in ac-
counting for missing US ser-
vicemen, the State Depart-

ment sald Thlll"!dﬂ}r rtpurts

AFP.
Chﬂutuphcr iu scheduled to

attend the Association. of

. Southeast Asian Nations

(ASEAN) regional forum when
the group meets in Bangkok,
Thailand, beginning July 25.

Although he will pass up a
trip to Vietnam, Christopher
will have the chance to meet

| with his Vietnamese counter-

part, Nguyen Manh Cam, at the

m.

Speculation had been rife
that the Secretary of State
would become the most senior
US official to visit Hanof.
Griffiths said vet:raﬁf'
groups on the visit were op-
posed to a stup -over

mottl to stand
‘trial 1in Oct

ROME, July 8: "Veteran
seven-time Prime Minister
Giulio Andreotti will stand trial
in October char with mem-
bership of the Sicilian Mafia,
judicial officials said Thurada}r.
reports AFP. .

The announcement came to
days after Gian Carlo Caselli, a
public prosecutor in Palermo,
Scily's main city. for the first
time accused the, former
premier and grand old man of

of the Cosa Nostra.
Until then he had only been

| suspected of collaborating with

organised crime.
The officials armmmnnd the

trial, which will be held in
Palermo stz October 19,
after preliminary investigating
magistrate Agostino Gristiana
approved Caselli's call for
Andreotti to be tries on the
amended accusation.

Now a  life Senator,
Christian Democrat Andreotti
was part of virtually every
[talian government betwgen
1947 and 1992.

He denied Wednesday that
he was a full-fledged member

year and a half for evidence to
be brought up against me and
there . still is nothing.”

Andreotti said in an interview
with th: Rome - daily La

"But I shalijuat have to wait,
as | know that there is nothing
and never will be”.

Caselli modified the accusa-
tion- after months of probing by
island investigators into
Andreotti's suspect links with
Senior Sicilian figures.

Nigerian bar
expels Justice

|  Minister

LAGOS, July 8: Nigerian
Justice Minister Olu Onag-

Italian politics of membership

of Mafia. 4 i
ﬂ*ehavc been waiting for a
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Snake-smitten wife scares i
off husband, daughters

THE HUGUE: A woman attracted to snakes so deadly it -
caused her husband to flee with their two dluﬂtten has

agreed to give up her menagerie, reports

AP,

The husband called po!ineh'laﬂ:hyandtﬂdthqnhﬂ
with his daughters. aged two and seven, ouf of fear for his

children's safety

Police viﬂtcd the. family apartment and found 16
snakes, among them two rattlesnakes, two pythons and m
'boa constrictors, police spbkesman Rob Hnumhm said

Thursday.

. The woman's collection also included a mrplm thru
iguanas, two dogs. a cockatoo, a parrot. a mynah bird, three
parakeets, asw&ilaaﬂﬂratadeDhamﬂmkeptuhudh

the snakes.

Two police officers convinced the 27-year-old woman to’
place all but three small snakes in animal shelters, said

| Kouwenhoven.

Thehuamnd'mthechuﬂmhmmumtmm hr.
said, adding that other domestic issues were at stake.

No charges were filed

against the animal lover, nhm:m
,ﬂihﬂpctuwzre prohlhltedbylaw.in this pet-happy nation.

- Even the unborn feel pain

. LONDON: Even the unborn feel pain, accurdingtnptd:ﬁ
nary evidence by British researchers, reports AP,

The findings suggest fetuses should have painrdid"lhlll
undergoihg invasive procedures; such as blooed transfusions,

said Dr Nicholas Fisk, the investigator at Queen Charlotte’s
and Chelsea Hospital in London.

The study will be publishtd in Saturdny's issue of The
Lancet, a medial

"Five or 10 y:an agu people thought newborns didn't feel
pain and now analgesia for newborns is widespread. This is
the first direct evidence that the human fetus may experience
pain too.” Fisk said in a telephone interview from Jerusalem, .
where he is attending a medical meeting.

Fisk and his colleagues found a dramatic rise in fetal stress
hormones when they inserted a needle into fetuses for blood
transfusions.

This is the same chemical response tfhat occurs 'Ilﬂl
children and adults feel pain. .

Other experts sajd the study is mtrtguing but dou not
prove fetuses are hurung

It is difficult to prove that a chemieal reaction signals pain
without being able to ask the patient because emotions also
play a role, experts say.

"l think their nervous system is capable of ructln‘ t&
painful stimuli, but | think, perception builds up with experi-
ences and memory and consciousness and that re comes
in post-natal life," said Dr Maria Fitzgerald, an expert in fetal
and {nfant phin pathways at University College Loridon.” :

Professor masterminds
painting robbery

ROME: A university art professor was arrested Thursday on
charges he masterminded the robbery of paintings valued at
more thdan 600,000 dollars, reports AP.

Carmine Benincasa was taken into custody at his Rome
villa, He -is accused of organising the armed band that
stormed a home south of Rome in September and fled with
five paintings.

Three of the canvases were found in the getaway car, but
authorities have not recovered two valuable works: "King
David" by George Rouault and "Face of a Woman" by Henri de
Toulouse Lautrec.

Authorities suspect Benincasa may have sold the paintings
on the black market through.contacts he made in an art con-
sulting business he runs with his wife. Benincasa also teaches
at the University of Rome

Aliens need medical test
to work in Malaysia

oruwa was expelled from the-
Lagos branch of the Nigeria Bar
Association (NBA) Thursday,
amid calls for him to resign, an

another 56 have been hespitalised in central Halmahera
regency of eastern Maluku province in the past .week, a press
report said yesterday, AFP says from Jakarta.

The diarrhoea epideniic struck villages on the islafhds of

It said Indian and. Chinese
negotiators discussed ways 1o
reduce miligary confrontation
and agreed that diplomatic and

KUALA

Oba, Waisilei, Payabe in mid-June, the Media Indonesia daily

quoted a provincial heailth official as saying.
 The official blamed the spread of the disease on poor sani-
tary habits and on a lack of clean drinking water in the area

ﬂﬂﬂ-mm battled in he Somali capital Mogadishu with heavy

and anti-tanks rockets on Thursday, killing at

h'.'l.l-t six people and wounding 11,

Maogadishu.

Reuter reports from

Witnesses said a four-hour battle broke out on the Oreen
Line no man's zone dividing the city between militiamen loyal

to warlords General Mohammed Farah Aideed and Ali Mahdi

Mohammed

Hospital sources said at least six people were killed and
11 wounded in the fighting which subsided in the afternoon
before fresh cluhes broke out in Medina district on the out-

ﬁlruul'mcc

and a landslide have killed at least 17 p-enpl:: flattened
homes and washed away crops in Kashmir and in far eastern
india, the Press Trust of India (PTl) reported yesterday, AFP

says from New Delhi.

Flash floods in Kashmir's Rajouri district flattened a house
late Thursday killing five people taking sheiter inside from

pounding rains,

PT] said adding that three others were

washed away elsewhere in the northern state,

Several other houses

were damaged and crops submerged

by the floods in Rajouri and Poonch districts, the news agency

said

Al least nine people died and 50 others were injured in
the landslide that destroved a timber factory in the far east-
ern indian state of Assam. a separate PT] dispatch said

Amnesty report
exaggerated : India

NEW DELHI. July 8 India
Thursday described as "exa-
ggerated” Amnesty Interna-
tional's charge thal security
forces were holding tens of
thousands of political pris-
oners without trial and rou-
tinely torturing them, reports
AP.

. The names of the victims of
excesses by security forces
Msted In Ammesty's 1994 an-
nual report were incorrect.
Press Trust of India news

ﬁuﬂmum

The report by the Londen
based human rights group
Wednesday said special laws
gave security forces sweeping
powers (o arrest and detain
the suspects without specify

ing charges

DUBAI. July 8: Having
emerged victorious Thursday
from two months of bloodshed
with the secessionist South,
Yemeni President Al Abdallah
Saleh now faces a new battle —
to cement national unity after
the storm

Much will depend on his
future attitude. towards the
South. "'If he chooses to go
along the path of repression.
national unity will never be ef-
fective " one diplemmat urging
dialogue told AFFP Thursday
from Sanaa

Salarh's position depends
largely on the position of the
southen armv and whether it
accepts deieat. one western
observer said Even unjfication
in 1990 fdiled 1o cement a
urndon of northern and south
ern forces

NOTLIWETT

army oflicers ear

Yemeni

military experts from the two

sides would meet early next

yu{‘hc two nations are be-
lieved to have more than

100,000 troops along the bor-.

der

Srinivasan met Thursday
with Chinese Foreign Minister
@ian Qichen for talks on bilat-
eral relations and other issues,
Xinhua said without giving de-

]
"Tory least popular

LONDON, July 8 : Britain's
ruling Conservative Party re-
mains at its lkeast popular for
more than 50 years. according
to the latest Gallup poll for the
Daily Telegraph, published to
day, reports AFF.

Fifty-one point eight per
cent said they would vote for
Labour, while the Liberal
Democrats would have the
support of 20.3 per cent of

thoge interviewed
The figures also showed the

government s approval rating
in June sank to 10 7 per cent
and 78.9 per cent of those
asked said they disapproved of
the guovernment's record

—

rested thousands of southern
soldiers as they advanced on
the southern capital Aden.

“They gave themselves up
by the thousand,” said Colonel
Ali Salem Mohammad.
Lieutenani Al El Hasg added
southern prisoners were being
held in several military camps,
including Al Anad, 90 kilome
tres (55 miles] north ol Aden

El Hass said the prisoners
would be questioned and then
released

The Saba news agency
meanwhile reported that the
airport at Rayyane, the second

southern city which fell into
northern forces' hands on’
Wednesday had been re
opened and was “functioning
normally” lollowing repairs
Life in Aden has returned
to normal ' Saba added with

LUMPUR, . July 8:
Foreigners wishing to,work in
Malaysia will have to undergo
niledical tests in their home
countries by Kuala Lumpur-
sanctioned doctors, a report
said today after a study showed
many allen workers carried
contagious diseases, reports
AFP

"We want to take stringent
measures to ensure that flor-

igners working here are
healthy, as we do not want
‘hem to spread any communi-
¢ Able diseases to our people.”
tealth Minister Lee Kim Sai
was quoted as saying by the
New Stratts Times daily
The new health ruling lor
dreign workers was decided
n Thursday by a cabine! panel
1 loreign labour headed by
Epty Hremier Anwar
hrrahim
The pPraried SOLP N jetalled
POrts Irornmn e reievat d 1
arities o Lhe I.tJI|,|l:1 itican ol
& estifitArec] e milsiions ol

8N WOrkers on Malaysia s se-
curity and the health and so-
( tal sectors

Lee said prospective foreign
workers would have to un-

P_rggfgﬁnt battles

the city having been “purged”
of rebel elements.

An absence of military inte-
gration and deep-seated politi-
cal differences largely fuelled
the outbreak of civil war on
May 5.

Saleh succeeded In putting
down: the southern rebellion by
force. a8 he had intended, with
littie interference from the in
ternational commumnity. Both
the United Nations and Arab
states merely limited them
selves to calls for an immedi
ate ceanefire

Southern attemnmpls Lo gain
inrternational recognition for
their “"democratic republic,’
which they proclaimed on May
21. el on deal ears

The Gulfl states, along with
Egvpt and Syria. merely
threatened DAanaa with
appropriate measures’” ([ the

dergo X-ray, blood and urine
tests and should be free of tu-
berculosis, AIDS, malaria and
leprosy.

"The foreign doctors will be
issuwed with a set of guidelines
stating the areas in which
prospective workers have to be
examined.” Lee said.

"According to reports re-
ceived from general hospitals
all over the country, [t was
found that as many as 30 per
cent of the total number of
foreign workers here are nol
of sound health,” Deputy Home

Minister Megat Junid Avob
said

lere are around one mil
lion foreigners in Malaysia's
workforee of 7 6 million, ac
cording to a recent govern
ment! report About 48 per
cent of the foreign workers are
helieved to be working ille
h-‘l“'ﬁr

Al present prospective
foreign workers have to submit

w lideUs g iepail Lieia a doclor
ol their own choice in their
home country when they ap-
plied or their temporary em-
ployment passes. officials said.

to cement national unity

conflict continued.

The long quest for national
unity in Yemen, now seermingly
all but restored by force of
arms. has a long and tumul-
tuous history.

Hopes which arose with the
merging of North and Seuth
on May 22, 1990, were left In
tatters with the outbreak of
this year's conflict, sparked by
southerners’ discontent they
were the peor relations in a
state led by northern supremo
Saleh

The nightmare of failed
unity already had a precedent
two previous unification ac
cords having foundered In
1972 and 1979

The divistion of the country

into two halves goes back to
the British ocrupasion ol Aden
in 1839 at a time when the
rest of the country was in the

NBA lawyer said, reports AFP.
a meeting which also voted to

stage a protest in the federals

capital Abuja next week when
the trial of arrested opposition
leader Moshood Abiola opens
Thursday in a special court
there.

The NBA members called
on Onagoruwa to resign as
Minister of Justice because
they said he was no longer car-
rying out his duty as federal at-
torney-general.

The lawyers are to go to
Abuja to protest the creation of
a Federal High Court to try
Abiola. They also decided to
slage a peaceful demonstration
Tuesday in the offices of
Federal Justice Ministry here,
the lawyer saitl.

Onagoruwa recently dis-
obeyed two orders by the
Federal High Court here for
him to produce Abiola in court,
causing him to be cited for
contempt. He was due to have
appeared in the High Court
Thursday but the hearing was
put offl until July 12 at the re-
quest of the Federal Appeals
Court.

thrall of the Ottoman Empire.
Between 1903 and 1905, an
Anglo-Turkish commission
drew up a border between
Yemen and the territory of
Aden.

Iin February 1934, Britain
recognised Yemen as an inde-
pendent state under the lead-
ership of Imam Yahya, then
proclaimed Aden a royal
colony and its hinterland a
protectorate.

The 1962 overthrow of
Yahya sparked an armed revolt
against the British in 1963,
On November 30, 1967, South
Yemen gained independence
and a Marxist regime took
power

With the end of the civil
war in the North that same
year, both regimes sald they
favoured union, but this came
to nothing

The expulsion was agreed at

Japanew phntniipher [‘t}‘h{‘l"'!l'l.!”"lt Iautmh uf th{- lplﬂ-

shuttle Columbia checks his remote tameras on Thursday
near launch pad-A at Kennedy Space Centre in Florida.

In September 1972, beth
sides engaged in a month's
armed conflict, before the Arab
League stepped in to broker a
peace accord, which was
coolly deceived by the pro-
Saudis in the North. Further
skirmishes erupted in 1974

In February 1979, bordex
clashes escalated Ifito open
warfare, prior to mediation by
Syria and Iraq and other ‘Arab
states

A month later, the twe
Yemeni presidents signed a
unification accord in Kuwait,
but this again came to nothing.

In January 1986, the south
was rocked by a failed coup.
before All Salem al Baid took
affice In July.1987 Baid
General Secretary of the
Yemeni Socialist Party. visited
Sanna,. nally paving the way
for unification in May 1990

— AFP photo

Belfast jail
protest ends

BELFAST. July 8: Meore than
100 inmates involved in a
three-hour roof-top demon-
siration in Belfast jail ended
their protest late Thursday and
were all locked in their cells,
the Northern Ireland office
said early today. reports AFP.

One hundred and three loy-
Bellast s

alist prisoners al
Crumlin Road fail smashed
thetr way through the roof and

clambered out after refusing te
return to their cells at the end
of an exercise period.

But by midnight the
Northern lieland office sald
the inmates had given up their
protest and were returning to
Lheir cells and being locked
up. Thei: return had been
monitored by independent
witnesses 4 spokesman sald



