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Sto toichkov hungry for goal

‘ PRINCETON,

(. » New Jersey, duly
| 8 Gerinany's plan
to gorge them-

selves on a fourth
World Cup title
could come unstuck on Sunday
fn the face of Hristo

Stoichkov's equally gluttonous

KOSTADINOV

appetite for success, reports
AFP.

"When you're hungry you

always want to eat more.,"
Bulgaria's star striker, who has
helped himself to four goals so
far in USA '94, warned the de-
fending champions.

Tuesday's second round win |

over Mexico, in which
Stoichkov scored one of the
goals of the tourmament,
_ prompted nationwide celebra-
tions in Bulgaria. Whatever
happens in Sunday's quarter-
final, the squad will fly back to
Sofia to a ~roe=' welcome.

But thaz =t stopped
Stoichkov looking oveyond
Sunday's match to a meeting
with his Barcelona teammates
if Spain can come through
Saturday's quarter-final against
Italy in Boston.

"We have noihing to fear
from Germany. They are undt.r
more pressure than wus.,”
Stoichkov said at
Bulaaﬂanu Princeton Hotel.
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"They are the world cham-
pions. Everyone expects them
to beat us. We have nothing to
lose and everything to win."

Boris Mikhailov, the goal-

keeper whose penalty shoot- |

out saves took Bulgaria through
against Mexico, echoed
Stoichkov's optimism.

"We have no complex about
Germany. We know we can
beat them,"” said Mikhailov,
who is hoping to attract the
aftention of a new club after
lea French side Mulhouse

at the end of the season.

"We will have had a few less
days to recover than them but
1 think the heat will count
more st them. won't
be able to play their usual
pressing game in midfield.”

Forecasts suggest the mid-
day match will be fought out in
temperatures approaching 110
degrees Fahrenheit, which
could make life difficult for the
ageing Germans.

Significantly, Germany's

most impressive performance

in this tournament came in
Saturday's win over Belgium, a

match played in unusually cool

weather. ,
If the Bulgarians do pull off

a surprise, the chances are

Stoichkov's partnership with

Emil Kostadinov will have had
something to do with it. The
almost metaphysical under-
standing between the pair is
the key to Bulgaria's deadly
counter attacking style.

"We played together for
seven years in the same team
at CSKA Sofia.” Kostadinov ex-
plained. "I know exactly what
he is going to do and because
he is so quick off the mark I'm
always confident about hitting
a pass into space behind a de-
fender for him to run on to.”

Stoichkov's goal against
Argentina, which secured the
Bulgarians a place in the sec-
ond round, was a classic of its
kind: Kostadinov's first-time
pags, perfectly weighted, a
lpnnt, and unt touch by

Stoichkov and he slots it past

" the pgoalkeeper. Like so many

of the strongest double acts,
the pair could not be further
apart in their personalities.’
The day after the Mexico
maich, the xtrovert Stoichkov,
who seems to have found his

spiritual home in Barcelona,

HRISTD STIDICHKOE"
led a party of players on a
whirling tour of New York.

The softly-spoken Kosta-
dinov preferred to spend the
day reading by the pool and
chatting with the like-mined
members of the squad.

"We're not particularly close
off the field but on it we know
each other like brothers,” the
FC Porto striker who is set to
move to Atletico Madrid before
the start of next season, said.

The Bulgarians [reely admit
they don't have the greatest
team spirit in the world. "We
don't all have to be the best of
friends to be successful as a
unit,” Mikhailov said.

But nobody back home will
worry about that if the team
can pull of the greatest victory
in the country's history.

"Already nobody is doing
any work in Bulgaria because of

all the celebrations.” Mikhailov
"If we beat Germany it .

said.
would be
world."

Hke the end of the

Heroes' welcome
for Jack's lads
DUBLIN, July 8: Any doubts

Jack Charlton right have had

about bringing his Irish World

Cup heroes home to an official

welcome quickly disappeared

- on Thursday, reports AFP.

The E
moved by the champagne wel-
come in Dublin and told
50,000 cheering fans:
glad 1 didn't miss this day be-
cause this is something spe-
cial." W

And he got a special cheer
when he confirmed: "1 will al-

-us to the European Champinn-
ship.”

The Ireland- manager ﬂnd
19 of his 22-strong squad, flew
home on a specially chartered

hosted by Prime Minister
Albert Reynolds..

‘Charlton, who had declined
a 'public celebration originally,

minute.

Townsed and the other
heroes, he told the fans: "I am

_—

Cup for you but we did our
best. Every player here did his
utmost and I can ask no more
from them. It's nice to be
here." :

There were special cheers
from the fans for Terry Phelan,
whose back pass led to one of
the two goals from Helland
that knocked Ireland out of
thé World Cup, and goalkeeper
Packie Boner, who {ailed to
save Holland's second goal.

Phelan said: "It was one of
those things. It happens in
football. You get over it.

"The people of Ireland have
been great. The support has
been great. What can you say?

This is what the people
wanted and we ltave come over

to celebrate with them."
Reynolds, and other gov-
ernment ministers, including
" Deputy Prime Minister Dick
Spring, Finance Minister
Bertie Ahern, Health Minister
Brendan Howlin and Agricul-

Swedes sing a

MORAGA, Calif.
July 8: Two to go.
Before the World
Cup, nine players
said Sweden we-
uid reach the fi-
nal. One optimist was Klas
Ingesson, who is standing by
his pre-tournament predic-
“"We can beat all teams that
are left in the tournament,”
Ingesson said heading into
"Sunday's quarterfinal match

Even without striker Martin
Dahlin, who has four goals in
World Cup but was sus-
for yellow
. Sweden a 1-0 half-
lead against Brazil on
Kennet Andersson's goal.

Sweden became Nordic
champions in early June, fin-
ishing ahead of European
champions Denmark and
. World Cup-bound Norway. Can
they become world champi-
ons?

Ingesson doesn't look that

far, but "T'd be extremely dis-
appointed il we lose on Sun-
day.” he says.
+  "I've never played on a bet-
ter Swedish team and | doubt
Sweden will ever have a side
like this one again .’

Ingesson. who turns 26
next month has 46 caps for
Sweden since his 1989 debut
and was a member of the team
n;mt finished third at the

4
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Europun Championship two
"I‘h.-t British odds makers

also like unbeaten Swedén's .

chances in the World Cup.
After the first round, Sweden
were listed as the fourth
choice (9-1) behind Brazil,
Germany and Italy.

Ingesson, who also plays for
PSV Eindheoven in the Dutch
First Division and one of 11
foreign-based men on the
roster, will face one of his club
teammates on Sunday -— de-
fender-midfielder Gheorghe

is one of my best
friends -on PSV Eindhoven,”
Ingesson says. "He's very
strong in the air and I think
he'll mark Kennet (Ander-
sson).”

Andersson is the tallest
Swedish player at 193 cen-
timetres (6-foot-4). He has
scored three goals in the tour-
nament, including two in a 3-1
victory over Saudi Arabia in the
second round.

Ingesson was inconsistent
in midfield during the first
round, but played his best ga-
me of the tournament against
the Saudis. Lack of training
was the main reason why
Ingesson looked rusty early in
the tourngment.

In May, he was forced to
wear a neck brace for thre#
weeks after hitting a moose
with his car on his way to a
golf course in Sweden. Then,
on his second workout in the
United States, he bruised his

merry melody

Ingesson was already known
as "Moose Man.” A former
woodchopper, Ingesson's favo-
urite hobby is elk hunting. And
his long, powerful strides have
been compared with those of a
moose on the loose.

Ingesson scored off a.re-
bound for Sweden in a 1-1 tie
with Romania on June 12 at
Mission Viejo. Calif. both
teams' final World Cup tuneup

"We were clearly the bétter
team in that match despite the
fact that we didn't have 'our
best team while they did. And
we're better now.” Ingesson
said. _

"~ The key to beating Romania
is to close down its options in
midfield — i.e Gheorghe Hagi
who has three goals and is a
leading candidate [or most
valuable player. -

- Swedish coach
Svensson was impressed by
Romania's altacking play
against 1990 finalist Argentina
in the round-of-16 and points
to Hagl as the man to stop

"Hagli has been the oul
standing plaver ol the tourna-
ment,” Svensson says. "His
split vision is fantastic. He's
fast, technically very strong
and dangerous at free kicks.
He also makes other players

good.

"It will be our toughest task
so far. The Romanians were
impressive in all games excepl
the one against Switserland
when they showed low team
morale.”

Tommy .

ture Minister Joe Walsh were
al Lthe smirport te greet the
pia},rf:rs

"The best ambassadors we
have are Jack, the squad and
the supporters.” said Reynolds.

"The people of Ireland and
the people of Dublin want the
opportunjty to have a party for
themselves ‘with Jack and the
squad. They now have the op-
portunity. [t was raining yes-
terday but Jack and the lads
have brought the sunshine
with them today.”

On their arrival by heli
copter at Irish Presidenf Mary
Robinson's official residence in
Phoenix Park she told the
team: "You are very, very wel-
come home."

She added: "The team pla-
yed with wonderful Irish sup-
porters and won all. our he-
arts.”

Then the men were taken
to an outdoor stage featuring a
massive Irish tricolour, the of-
ficial World Cup logo and "Wel-
come home in Gaelic and Eng-
lish

Nilsson expects
to be fit

SAN FRANCISCO, .July 8
Swedish defender Roland
Nilsson said on Thursday he
fully expects to recover from a
calf injury and play in his
country's quarter-final against
Romania on Sunday, reports

ﬂimn suffered the injury
durin.g training on Wednesday
when he collided with Jesper
Blomqvigt when both players
qht’qr the nt ball.
es jun a young guy.”

Hagl s nose smells success

. game.

SANTA CLARA,
Calif. July 8
Gheorghe Hagl's
nose has found
the goal three
times so far at
the World Cup. Now it's

E
E
a

Hagl's brilllant passes and
three goals at the Worlid Cup
have propelled Romania to the
World Cup final eight for the
first ime. Against Argentina in
the second round. Hagl set up
one goal and scored another to
lead a 3-2 victory

“The match against
Argentina proved we can beat
any team i the world." Hag
said. "The Swedes are paper
favourites, but soccer is not
played on paper
of the Carpathians, is the
team strategist who sets the
direction and intensity of a

He roams around In
midfield, setting up plays using
his remarkable dribbling skills

and amazing accurate passes
Swedish coach Tommy

Svensson said Hagi is un-
the best player so far
at the World Cup.

“The only way to control
Romania is to keep Hagl from
said. "He should not be allowed
to get the ball too often.”

But Hagi. 29. has other
plans.

| know my value. | know
what | have o do to lead my
team to the semifinals and
possibly finals ~ Hagl said. "And
imagine: Romania against
Brazil at the Rose Bowl. It
would be the dream come true

The winner of the Sweden
Romania match will play the
winner of the Netherlands-
Bragil matich in a semifinal orr
July 13 at the Rose Bowl in
Pasadena Calif

‘We waited all our lives for
this opportunity,” said
Romanian coach Anghel
lordanescu. "Much of the out-

come depends on how Hagi
playe.”

lordanescu closed Roma-
nia's practice session at Santa
Clara University for the public
and reporters on Thursday,

secretly plotting tactics for the
match against Sweden.

lordanescu said he had
"sweel problems’ trying to
find a place in the team for

star striker Florin Raducioiu
who m#ssed Rornania s viciory
against Argentina following a
one-game suspension jor ac
cumulated yellow cards

"Sweden has a powerful at-
tack and physical defence. but
we have our own strengths '
lofdanescu said Cinly one
mistake could decide the
whole match '

"Owur advarntage is in the
deadly line consisting of Hagi.
Raduciolu and illle)
Dumitrescu,” said defender
Gheorghe Popescu

Dumitrescu who
iwo goals and sel
againsi Argentina
Romania were ready
other World Cup upset

scored
another

% icl
16 AT

joked Nilsson, "And 1 don't
think he realised my call was
not the ball. It was & clumsy
tackle, but | don't think it will
be a problem to play on
Sunday. It is just bruised, it
was just an accident.”

The leg was heavily ban
daged on Thursday but Nilsson
seems (o have more chance of
making the starting line-up

than defender im -
hind who » . a ur-

rence of an old groin strain in
Sweden's second-round match
against Saudi Arabia and came
off in the second hall

Swedish c¢oach Tommy
Svenisson. who is also Bjork
lund's uncle, sald on Thursday
that Nilsson's injury was no
cause for roncern, nNnor was a
knee ligament injury suflered
by Jonas Thern and that both
would play

But he expressed a doubt
that Bjorklund would recover

in time to play againsi
Romartda

Il is a problem If you think
a player can only play for 45
minutes  he said

The mood in the Swedish
camp was relaxed and buoyarn|
ot Thursday as the players
conducted their usual round of
merning interviews In the
courtyvard of their team hotel

nglishman was visibly ‘

"'Ilm :

most certainly stay on and take

| flight from Florida for a recep-.
tion in Dublin's Phoenix Park

‘changed his mind at the last
Flanked by captain Andy |

sorry we didn't win the World

Visitors gaze at the ‘World Cup whlch is on dmplajr at t.he Lﬂﬂ Angelea {'Jnnventlun Cenﬂ'e
during a preview of SoccerFest theme park which opened on July 7.

— AFP photo

SAN FRANCISCQ,
July 8:.The poli-
tigal upheavals
which ended co-
mununist rule ha-
ve created an en-

. vironment in which amr Easterri
European country can win the °
World Cup for the first time,
reports Reuter. :

That is the view of Roma-
nian coach Anghel lordanescu,
a claim supported by Josef
Venglos, Czechos. Czechoslo-
vakia's coach at the 1982 and
1990 finals, and now manager
of the new Slovakia national
team, soon to start their 1996
European Championship cam-
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“Before  the revolutions
throughouf Easterfi Europe. it
is fair to say that most of the
nations from that part of the
continent played with an infe-
riority. complex,” said lorda-
NESCLU. 5

"No-one doubted the indi-
vidual gifts of certain players,
that was never the issue. But
crsilectively the teams failed to
do themselvés justice.

"Since the end of the com-
munist regimes. many more
players have gone overseas,
they have a new-found self-
confidence. They see they are
the equals of other players
around the world and this is
reflected in the way they are
playing their football.

"Before, psychologically
they may not have been tough
enough to win the World Cup.
That has changeéd. With the
right luck, the World Cup is
now open to Eastern Euro-
peans.”

lordanescu believes it is no
coincidence that two teams
from Eastern Europe. his own
side and Bulgaria — have rea-
ched the last eight.

Gone is the sterile, negative
style of the past — the mould
has been broken.
talent and the ability to enter-
tain are refreshing replace-
ments.

Thirteen of the Bulgarian
squad are with overseas clubs

while eight of the Romanian

team are “exiles”’. Some, like
Gheorghe Hagi and Fiorin
Raducioiou have played for a
number of different western
clubs in different countries.
Hagi, whose outstanding
displays here have made him a
leading contender for player-
of-the-tournament, says the
pnlitical changca were funda-

AN{:EL IURDﬁNESCU

mental to the football changes.
"It was like we were re-
leased from a straight-jacket.
Of course the skill was always
there, but the platfiorm to ex-
press that beauty was pot
there. There was a different
way of thinking. We must still
be disciplined, still be tough,
but look at the Romanian team
now. It is a beautl.ful side.”

Individual

It is not rare for Eaatern
European sides to be well rep-

resented in the later stages of

the World Cup. In 1990 both
Czechoslovakia and Y

réached the last eight. while in
both 1974 and 1982 Poland
finished third.

In, 1962 in Chile, Yugoslavia,
the Soviet Union, H and
Czechoslovakia all reached the
last eight, with Czechoslovakia

on to reach the final,
where,
opening goal through Josef
Masopust, they lost 3-1 to
Brazil in Santiago.

But that occasion 34 years
ago, was the last time an Eas-
tern European team reached
the final, following earlier
defeats for Hungary (1938 and
1954) and Czechoslovakia
(1934).

"Eastern Europe has pro-
duced great teams, and per-
haps the greatest of all time in
Hungary in the early 1950s

who were very unlucky not to °

win the 1954 World Cup after
leading West Germany 3-2 in
the final.

"But today’'s players are dif-
ferent. They do not have such a
chip on their shoulder, they
are not bitter of other players’
rewards and riches. Even if
they are playing or a team at

-home. At least they have the
chance to move now. You can

see the flair coming out at last,
teams from the east have done
well before, my team in 1990
was a fine team. but we are
eecing something new.”

Whether an Easterm Euro-

pean team wins this year or

not, Romania have already en-
joyed the greatest moment in
their soccer history by beating
Argentina in the second round

Soccer alive & k icki ing
in Eastern Europe

despite scoring the"

DALLAS, July 8: The num-
ber of fouls committed at the
World Cup finals has shown a
dramatic drop since 1990,
vindicating FIFA's get tough in-
structions to referees, reports
Reuter.

In Italy four years ago there
was an average of 39.5 fouls
per game but the figure has
fallen by almost 30 per cent in
the US finals to 28.3.

Alarmed by the generally
negative and destructive play
in Italy, FIFA banned the tackle
from behind and ordered ref-
erees to clamp down hard on
violent conduct.

The results have been stag-
gering. While players have
largely heeded the call for
cleaner soccer, match officials
have taken Draconian mea-
sures against offenders, hand-
ing out more than 200 yellow
cards.

That represents an increase
of more than 50 per ceni over
the cautions issued at the same
stage in Italy:

Players are forced to thjnk
twice before launghing into a
foul» as one in every six of-
fences is being punished by a
yellow card;. compared with
one in 12 four years ago.

FIFA have said they are
happy with refereeing stan-
dards at the finals, though not
everyone is so convinced.

FIFA directives have cer-
tainly been responsible for the
continuing inflation of yellow
cards which rose from just 60 .
at the 1982 finals to 121 in
1986 and 169 in 1992.

This year's final figure locks
likely to top 240 - four times
as high as it was only 12 years
ago. Meanwhile. FIFA is busy
congratulating itself on more
encouraging statistics from the
US finals.

The actual time the ball H
in play has gone up by 10 per
cent since 1990, goals have
risen by 18 per cent and at-
tendances have improved by
33 per oenl.

Dahlin turns

; ol
Everton down
July 8: Swedish striker Martin

Dahlin, who turned dewn an

| offer from English Premier-

ship club Evertion, said
Thursday he did not know
where he would play nexi sea-
son, AFP.

The 26-year-old siriker,
who has scored four goals in
two rounds of the World Cup,
said he was still open to offers,
though his contract with
German club Borussia
Moenchengladbach reportedly
runs through 1996.

"It's still not certain 1 will
play for them next season,”
Dahlin said.

He is certain he will not
play for Everton, though his
precise reasons were unclear.

"Everton just did not feel
right,” said Dahlin. "But it was
a very good offer, and | was
flattered. Mike Waler is a very
good manager. And | liked the
brand of football Norwich
played when he was with them
last season."
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CRYPTOQUIP
O XKBWS SJFS MKCMGYVSYV
GVYFOG T K& 1, FR k (ST A |
MFGVYV G, O R FNN OSSR
MGFMI VX B Y 5 K w YV

Saturday’s Cryptoquip

. VEGETARIAN MARA-

THON RACER AVOIDS HOT DOG STANDS; HE DIS-

LIKES TRACK MEATS.

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: M equals C

The Cryptoq

uip is a substitution cipher in which one

letter stands for another. If you think that X equats O, it
will equal O throughout the puzzie. Single letters, short
words and words using an af:yﬁlmpht* give you clues to

locating vowels. Solution is

trial and error



