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ir’og‘ts may
resign after
World Cup?

CHICAGO. July 8. Gernmany s
soccer chiet fears that coach
Berti Vogts may quil alter the
World Cup because of media
criticism, reports AP

Vogits says he will talk 1o
the officials at the German
Football Federation (DFB) after
the World Cup

“1 fear that Berti Vogts
might leave after the World
Cup because of attacks trom
parts of the media.” DFB pres
ident Egidius Braun said

Braun was speaking in an
interview with the newspaper
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zei-
tung. The mterview will appear
in Friday's editions, but the
newspaper released the text of
the interview in advance.

Vogts. in an interview with
Germany's SAT-1 television
station. did not rule out leaving
the post. He has an open-
ended contract that can run
until his retirement in 2006.

"We'll talk in peace after the
World Cup.” Vogis said.

"We'll talk about soccer-re-
lated matters, but also about
other things.

"There is always such a talk
after a World Cup. We'll see
what happens,” Vogts said.

Vogts was harshly criticised

by the German s media
for Germany's lackluster per-

formances in early games.

CHICAQQO, Hlinois. July 8:
Lothar Matthaeus says if he is
not fit for Sunday's World Cup
quarter-final against Bulgaria
then Andreas Brehme will re-
place him, reports AFP.

The two men share rooms
when Germany travel and in
the 1990 final against
Argentina, when Matthaeus
was bothered by an ankle in-
jury, he asked Brehme to take

ANDREAS BREHME
what turned out to be the de-
cisive penalty.

Coach Bert Vogts
the 33-year-old Brehme for
the second round match with
Belgium, but Matthaeus had
told Vegts beforehand that if
he could not finish the games
then Brehme would take over
48 SWEEPET.

Matthaeus has played with a
stitched right instep since be-
ing injured against South
Korea in a group game the de-

fending champions went so
very close to losing. -

"It's still painful but I don't
think it will be a problem for
me to play Sunday,” he said.

Matthaeus can equal the
World Cup record of 21 tour-

nament games if another pain-
killing - injection allows him to
tum out. v

‘Diego Maradona had been
set to play a record-breaking
22nd game against the
Bulgarians in Argentina's last
group game before he was sus-
pended for drugs. _

Uwe Seeler, Germany's in-
spirational centre-forward who
kept on playing up to the 1970
finals, and Wadislaw Zmuda of
Poland -have also played 21
World Cup games.

But Matthaeus, nine caps
short of England goalkeeper
Peter Shilton's 125- interna-
tional record, is not interested
in records.

"] am not here to be a great
start but to achieve a leam
goal, to be a world champion
again,” he said.

Matthaeus made his inter-
national debut for Germany
against Holland in 1980 and
came on as g substitute against
Chile and Ausiria in the 1982
World Cup.

He was a permanent fixture
in the 1986 side although he
failed Lo mark Maradona out of
the game in the final.

He was a dynamic midfield
driving force in 1990 when

Brehme was just as big an in-
fluence with his surging runs
from the back and implacable
defending.

Matthaeus converted to

sweeper this year but Brehme,

recalled by Vogts last
November, is unlikely to re-
place Martin Wagner after his
Kaiserlautern clubmate's pow-
erful performance against
Belgium.

His only chance appears to
be as a stand-in for his captain
and best friend on the team.
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German striker Juerge

the Hinsdale, Illinois facihity on

quarter-final on July 10.

Lo

l{linsann {Rl signs autographs for Hlinois state police officers afler the team s last practice at
July 7. The Germans are moving to New Jersey where they will meet Bulgana in the
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CHICAGO, July &
Key midfielder
Matthias Sammer
may miss Germa-
ny's quarter-final

against Bulgaria
Sunday because of a calf injury,

coach Berti Vogts said

Thursday, reports AP.

“its a problem with the
calf muscle, he didn't train the
last two days but 1 am hoping
that he’ll be able to play,”
Vogts told reporters.

"He is a very important
player for us and I really hope
he'll recover in the next two
days. We would have to change
our midfield tactics if Sammer
is unable to play,"” Vogts said.

There was also good news
for the Germans, whose squad
has been reduced to 20 by the
ouster from the team of Stefan
Effenberg and by the absence
of Mario- Basler, who is home
attending to a wife having
problems in the eighth montlr
of pregnancy.

Both Basler and Effenberg
are midfielders and if another
midfielder like Sammer is out,
it could leave Germany thin in
the wvital sector of the team.

The good news was that
captain Lothar Matthaeus re-
sumed full training Thursday
and should be fit for Sunday's
game in East Rutherford, NJ.

"Lothar was the ball
again and running at full
strength, there should be no
problem for him to play.”
Vogts said.

Defender Thomas Strunz
also resumed full training after
a long hamstring injury that
forced him to miss all but one
of Germany's four games.

Vogts said Andreas Moeller
could return to the lineup il
necessary to replace Sammer,
as well as Strunz and Maurizio
Gaudino, who has yet to play a
game. :

Sammer'’s injury could force
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soccer, not only politics.

Vogts to change what he calls
his ideal lineup, the same 11
who started against Belgium.
The defending World Cup
champions practiced for the
last time in the Chicago area
Thursday, before flying Friday
to New Jersey. The Germans
have stayad in Oak Brook, a
suburb, since June 13.
The good performance
against Belgium has lifted
German spirits, after their
lackluster displays in early
games,
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MATTHIAS SAMMER

"But | have to raise a warn-
ing finger. To send Builgaria
home, we have to repeat the
same performance that we had
against Belgium." said Vogts,
who personally watched
Bulgaria beat Mexico on penal-
ties in the Round of 16.

“They have a lot of experi-
enced players, and exceptional

individuals such as Hristo

Stoichkov, Emil Kostadinov
and Nasko Sirakov." Vogls said.

Two Bulgarians will be well
known to German players.
Midfielder Yordan Lechkov and
defender Petar Houbchev play
for Hamburg SV in the

WORLD CUP NOTEBOOK

U-J'JDATED_ (AP): Glasnost, or openness, is badly needed in

FIFA General Secretary Joseph Blatter has asked in a letter
to the quarterfinalists that they allow for more media cover-

age for the remainder of the World Cup

tournament.

“The media interest will now reach an all-time high ...
{and) it is of crucial importance that you as supreme ambas-
" sadors of soccer help the media in doing their job of informa- .

tion," the letter said.

Specifically, the teams were formally asked to "have from

now on

every-day a half-hour media conference with the

coach and/or some players.” They were also requesied that
the training sessions be held open.

The letter to the eight teams that have qualified for the -

quarterfinals came in reaction to widespread complaints from
journalists that it was very difficult to get regular contacts
with some of the World Cup teams, FIFA media service said.

Bulgaria is one notable example of lack of communication
with journalists, in spite of having a press spokesman. FIFA
cited positive examples, such as Sweden, whose regular me-
dia information policy was hailed as a "model.”
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The betting favourite to win a record fourth World éu

crown remains Brazil.

Ladbrokes of London said Thursday that Brazil is a 13:8
favourite to capture the Cup July 17. Defending titlist
Germany is rated second by bettors at 4:1, same as Italy.

Italy's short-handed win

against Nigeria 2-1 improved the

Azzurri odds three notches. up from 7:1.
Spain is pegged at 8:1, then Romania and Holland are at

10:1 each.

Sweden, 14:1, and Bulgaria, 20:1, are given the least

chance.
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Police seized 1,700 tickets worth dirs 72,000 from

scalpers during the four World Cup soccer games held at the

Pontiac Silverdome, near Detroit.®

"At one point it got so busy we were only busting those -

selling six tickets or more; there were too many of them,’

police Sgt. Brian Peters said.

The six-member crew. working in plainclothes, issued 95

citations.

The illegal sellers ranged from people associated with
World Cup sponsors who received the tickets free to travel
agents and other who bought the tickets in advance.

The busiest game for police was the [inal match between

were seized, Peters said.

Sweden and Brazil when 676 tickets valued at dirs 26,710

Sammer doubtful starter

Vogts declined to say who
will mark Stoichkov, the
Barcelona star who is Bulgaria's
greatest threat on the offence.
"He can decide a game in sec-
onds," the German coach said.

"We tried zone defence in
practice today and we saw
that we cannot play this sys-
tem. We have to play strict
marking," Vogts said.

'‘Normally, Juergen Kohler
or Guido Buchwald should be
given the task of marking
Stoichkov, but Vogts is not re-
vealing his intentions.

Veteran striker Rudi
Voeller, who scored two goals
against Belgium, and Juergen
Klinsmann. who has notched
five so far in the tournament,
will start in the attack.

"The Bulgarian defence be-
gins to unravel a bit when they
come under pressure and Rudi
and Juergen can trouble any
defence in the world,” Vogts

Advocaat
plots his
‘own path

DALLAS, Texas. July 8: Dick
Advocaat, rarely considered
Holland's first choice, is emer-

ng in his own right from the
life-long shadow of Dutch gra-
nd master Johan Cruyff, re-
ports AFP.

The balding 46-year-old
knows what it's like to be con-
signed to second best.

As a gritty midfielder, Ad-
vocaat never played for the
Dutch national team. His ca-
reer path was blocked by
Cruyff, Rob Rensenbrink and
Wim Jansen. .

Even when Advocaat took
over from Rinus Michels as
coach of the national team af-
ter the 1992 European Chain-
pionship it was generally re-
garded that he was just a stop-
gap for Cruyff.

Advocaat instilled his fight-
ing gualities into the artistic
Dutch team guiding them to
the World Cup. finals as group
runners-up to Norway but sig-
nificantly, ahead of England.

Yet it still wasn't good
enough. Cruyfl was the man the
Dutch Football Federation
courted to take their crafted
team to USA.

But when Cruyfl backed out -

over money the federation had
to go cap in hand to Advocaat
just before Christmas.

Advocaat had already to
make do without injured su-
perstar AC Milan striker Marco
van Basten and on the eve of
the finals two-time FIFA world
player-of-the-year Ruud Gullit
stormed out of the team.

So it is with great personal
satisfaction that Advocaat has
unified Holland's maverick-
minded players into a winning
combination.

The' Dutch, relishing their
best World Cup since twice be-
ing runners-up in the 1970s,
have advanced to their first
quarter-final in 16 years lining
up against Brazil here on
Saturday.

Apart from putting more
fight into the Dutch team,
Advocaat has distilled his na-
tion's traditional attacking

. His use of wingers Marc
Overmars and Peter van Vos-
sen, flanking star striker De-
nnis Bergkamp overpowered
Ireland in a 2-0 second round
victory in Orlando last Monday.

“This game really proved we
can play with players on the
wings." said Bergkamp.

"We proved the system
works. Teams don't have to be
so defensive to win games,

Bebeto blessed
with a son

DALLAS, July 8: Brazil
striker Bebeto celebrated the
birth of his third child on
Thursday and promised victory
over the Dulch in Saturday's
World Cup quarter-final, re-
ports Reuter.

"He's in perfect health and
hopefully his first present will
be a win over the Nether-
lands.” he said after hearing
that his wife had given birth to
a boy in Rio De Janeiro.

Brazil go into the game —
the first World Cup meeting
between the two cm .les
since the Dutch won %-0 in
1974 — under criticism back
home after they oh'y managed
a 1-0 win ov the United
‘Stattq in the second round.

What a
el Blskatks

LONDON, July 8: Former
World Cup referee Clive Tho-
mas said on Thursday the refe-
reeing in this year's final was
the worst he had ever seen,
reports Reuter.

"The refereeing in America
has been awful. It is the worst |
have eyer seen it and FIFA
must take the blame.” said
Welshman Thomas, who offici-
ated at the 1974 and 1978 fi-
nais.

"The referees are perform-
ing like robots, doing exactly
what they are told otherwise
they know they will be on the
next plane home. FIFA have

over the top.”

El‘:m"lls':hc 1'»!!l:*:»:h::qu1 and Syrian
referees who came under hea-
vy criticism for their handling
of Tuesday's World Cup seco-
nd-round matches were not
naljril to officiate in the quar-
ter-finals when FIFA made its
selections on Wednesday.

FIFA left out Mexican Arturo
Pablo Brizio, who sent off [ta-
ly’'s Gianfranco Zola i a tackle
in the match wiil Nigeria, and
Jamal Al-5" a#if of Syria, who
showed red cards to a Bulga-
rian and a Mexican in the day's

- other game,

. "When you send people off
like he (Jamal Al-Sharif] did.
you have to be sure, because it
is a stigma on a player's career.
At the end of that game the
players were afrai2 w tackle
each other,” Thomas said.
"FIFA have no right to chan-
ge the interpretation of the
laws, but that's what they have

done with their instructions to

referees regarding things like
tal:kiing from behind. Football
has alwa;,rﬁ been a contact
i

(@& | DALLAS. July 8
(:,‘.: For once, Barce
oy, onia teammates

Romiario and Ro
nald Koeman will
not be wishing

each other the best of luck
They will be wearing opposing
ecolours Saturday and only one
of them will go to the World

Lugnﬂt?ﬂlm‘,rmnﬁds Is

the highiight of the weekend
guarterfinals, and a maltchup

. between the mercurial Brazil

siriker and the stecky Dutch
defender can only add to that

'l know he is incredibly
dangerous and Incredibly
sharp.” Koeman said.

Romario's explosiveness on
the ball and quickness of feet is
Brazil's best hope to get past the
well-organised Dutch defense,
where Koeman's cunning and

How the two square off in
the Cotton Bowl is expectled 1o
decide the game

Romario already has proved
his full value to Brazil, scoring
three vital goals and spreading
around assists, the latest of
which killed off US hopes
when Bebeto finished off Ro-
mario's worked for a 1-0 vic-
tory.

Koeman's role has been
more subdued up to now. The
Dutch have yet to concede
more than one goal in a game
and the 1.80 metre (5-foot-
11), 79-kilogram (174-pound)
defender was instrumental in
shutting out Ireland 2-0 in a
second-round game.

Romaric |8 expected Lo be
shadowerd by either
Valckx or Aron Winter Satur-
day. but when. he
immediate opponent. as he s
apt to do. he will stare straight
nto

fromt ol the goalkeeper
The siriker who played lor
three seasons in

the Dwutch

. ::""E'H 'T‘{h - o : e

RONALD KOEMAN

league with PSV Eindhoven,
can appear dormant for much

.of the game only to come alive

in a flash. leaving struggling
defenders in his wake.

"It's tough to defemd him
for 90 minutes,” Koeman said.
"He always has his moments.
Let's just hope he doesn't have

Stan

beats his

Koeman. the last hurdie in

When friends become foes

them on Saturday

Koeman s offensive moments
meanwhile have been few in the
World Cup so far. The power of
his long free kicks are
unmatched in the world and his
runs through the middle have
Adisbodged many a defence.

Now Koeman is feeling his
moment is coming

I have been lucky that |
nave been abie 10 score in im-
portant games and at decisive
BROIDenLs

I have already dreamed
ibout doing that on Saturday ”

mm}"ﬁnarm often has seen it
happen over the past season.
The few times his scoring
touch was off with Barcelona,
Koeman has come through
with a dozen booming free
kicks to see the side through.

The respect is mutual,
however

Most of the Lime Koeman's
touch is not necéssary as
Romarto has scored with the
regularity of a clock to give
Barcelona their fourth straight
league title and a place in the
European Charmppions’ Cup fi-
nal, where the Spanish team
lost to AC Milan.

While both have done a lot
for Barcelona, coaca Johan
Cruyff also has done a lot for
them. After a long stint at PSV
Eindhoven in the Netherlands,
Romario appeared, to be going
nowhere and was not even
sure of his place on Brazil's
team.

Koeman's career was also
boosted after . he came from
PSV Eindhoven.

Gerson grills World Cup '94

DALLAS. July 8;
Gerson, gone of
the past greats ol
Brazilian soccer,
slammed the
1994 World Cup
finals on Thursday, saying they
had been wrecked by poor
referees and circumspect
coaches, reports Reuter.

"Before the competition, |
predicted this would be one of
the weakest World Cups of re-
cent times but it's been even
worse than that", he said.

One of the most prominent
figures in Brazil's brilllant
1970 World Cup-winming side;
Gerson has watched Beady
everyanatch in the tournament
in his role as a Braziliarf tele
vision commeniator. He has
not liked what he has seen.

"The players are mediocre.”
he complained. "There have
been only three outstanding
‘players here Romario.
Maradona and Hagi.”

"To have a great show you
need to have great artists,

"The coaches are afraid.
They plant everyone in de-
fence, leaving just one or two
players alone in attack. [ can't
say I've liked any of the teams.
They're )
Brazil have got Romario and
Bebeto which puts us a bit
above the rest.” '

Gerson, whose goal from 25
metres in the 1970 World Cup
final is one of the most farmous
in the competition’'s history
added that the refereeing had
been a disaster.

"“I've seen referees here
who aren't fit to officiate on

Copacabana Beach. The only

“The referees don't apply
the rules. There have been

all about the same.

one who is any good is (Joel]
Quiriou.

“Every time there's a World
Cup they [ FIFA) talk and talk
and talk gbout how this time
everything's going to work out
but it's always a disaster.

GERSON

terrible tackles which haven'’
received even a yellow card.
And what about the new rule of
no tackles from behind? As far
I'm concerned it hasn't made
any diflerence. _

"They'd do better to have
just one or two referees even if
they had to do three matches
in one day."

Gerson then laid into the
officials for failing o protect
the world's talented players.

"You've seen what's hap- -

pened to %layers like Van
Basten. Gullit has had injury
problems, Romario and Bebeto
have both been injured this
yvear because they're always
getting kicked.

e ——

“The talented players have
to be preserved. If a defender
comes along and kicks some-
one, he should be sent off
straight away. But that doesn't
happen.”

But he was optimistic about
the game's future and sug-
gested kick-ins instead of
throw-ins and offside only in
the last 20 metres of the pitch
as ways of improving the
game.

“They have kick-ins in the
Sao Paulo reserve champi-
onship and | think it's worked
well. [t makes the game faster

- and you can create goalscoring

chances from the halfway lige, )

"Today, football and com-
merce are mixed in together
so if there's no spectacle, ev-
erybody loses out. I'm con-
vinced that the 1998 finals will
be far better. It has to im-
prove.”

Gerson said he was not sur-
prised to find only one non-
European team in the last
eight and said Nigeria and
Mexico had only themselves to
blame for getting eliminated.

"Nigeria spent the entire

“ second half joking around, try-

ing to put the ball between the
Italians' Legs. But this (com-
petition) is a serious business.

"Mexico played for penalties
when they're no good at tak-
ing penalties. They had (Hugo)
Sanchez warming up and I
don't - know why they didn't
bring him on.”

Nigeria lost their second
round match 2-1 to Italy in ex-
tra-time, having led 1-0 and
conceded an B89th minute
equaliser. Mexico bowed out
against Bulgaria on penalties
after drawing 1-1. - :

DANA
July 8 (AP): US
midfielder Tab
Ramos, whose sk-
ull was slightly
fractured Monday
against Brazil, said Wednesday,
"I thoughfgl was going to die.”
Ramos, 27, who plays in the
Spanish league for Real Betis,
who earned promotion to the
First Division this season, said
he thought he would be side-
lined for about three months.
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POINT. .

He will remain at the Dana

Point Resort through the
weekend,
hdve advised him not to travel
for several days, then will re-
turn to his home outside New
York. !

"Right now, my head is
pretty swollen, but I'm hoping
it goes-down," Ramos said in'a
interview with teamn spokes-
man Dean Linke that was

recorded and made available to
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From (L-R} US soccer player Paul Caliguri, pop-artist Peter Max, World Cup US
president Alan Rothenberg, LA Mayor
gathered join in the ribbon cutting ceremo
theme park at the Las Angeles Convention

World Cup finals in Pasadena, California,

Richard Riordan and Cup mascot
ny for SoccerFest the world's largest indoor soccer
Centre on July 7. The park vpens a week before the

reporters. "My.head is like an _

A 94
Striker are

— AFP photo

because doctors

Injury delays Ramos' return

egg right now.” '

Rameos is scheduled to have
another CAT scan on Thursday
in Santa Monica at the office of
team physician Dr. Bert Man-
delbaum and will miss the
start of pre-season (training
with his Regl Betis.

"We need to define the
complexity of the injuries be-
fore we make a prognostic de-
termination on his return to
the field.” Mandelbaum said.

Ramos said that while he
was feeling better, doctors
have told him to spend much
of the next 4-6 weeks in bed
and out of the sun. .

“The only thing [ could
think of when 1 fell down, I
thought | was going to die, be-
cause | couldn't feel my legs or
my arms or anything," Ramos
said. "1 just wanted to keep my
eyes open, because | thought I
had to fight it to come back. |
mean that's how bad it was.”

With two minutes left in the
first half and the game score-
less, Ramos was holding the
shirt of Leonarde when the 24-
year-old defender swung his
elbow in Ramos' temple, caus-
ing a small fracture, of a bone
above the ear.

Ramos dropped to the field
and lost consciousness for sev-
eral seconds. Doctors said
there was a small amount of
bleeding around the brain.

“] heard this noise in my
head that was like a train going
through, and all [ thought was
like, 'oh my God, I'm going 10
die right here,’™ Ramos said.



