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Changes in labour laws soon

of the employer.

Mandatory provision for
W‘ fund wi all privan
SECLOT enbel jiihes with more
than 75 employees has aiso
been recommended while pe

From Page | Col 4 .
partially imcluded in the code
while others were left out as
they were not divectly related
te the labour sector. the sour
ces said

The Commission also re-
viewed the labour laws of 15
developing andd industrial co-
untries with the assistance ol
the ILO and the Asia Foun
dation. it visited the industrial
gohes aronid the country and
circulated questionnan es see
king the opiruon ol
section of the people

The recomumenda'ions in
the two-part report ol the
Commission. including a 250
page recommended labour
code. 1994, was unantinously
approved by alli members, ex-
cept for difference of opinion
on one particular issue. the
sources added.

This was the first major at-

at reforming the coun-
try's labour laws since the
labour law reform commission
was set up in 1929 The com-
mission’s repeit is expected to
be approved by Lhe Cabinet
soon, afler it is vetted by the
Law Ministry. It would then be
placed before Parliament for
| assage.

The Commission, in its re-

recommended that only

i workers would be
: to join basic trade unions
al the plant-level and barred

butsiders from joining the
unions.
All labour representatives in

the Commission dissented on
this point saying that it would
be a "gross violation” of the 1LO
conventions on [reedom of as-
sociation and the rights of col-
lective bargaining. both ratified
by Bangladesh. They argued
that the workers should have
the right to choose their lead

ers and thus should be given a
free cholee, the sources said.
The labour representatives
sought al least tle retention of
the existing provisions which
allows a former worker, unless
dismissed, to retain his union
inembership ai the plant-level,

This provision was incorpo-
rated in 1985 following an ac-
cord between the government
and the Sramik Karmachari
Oikkya Parishad [SKOP). Ear-
lier in the late 70s. the go-
vernment barred outsiders
from seeking memberships ol
plant-level or basic trade
unions, although an existing
ILO convention allows for 25
per cent outsider participa-
thon. -

The Commission, however,
recpmmimiended 1 pew provision
for the formation of Lrade
unions in group of establish-
menis. These were defined as
same, similar or Iidentical type
of business #stahlishments in a
government specified area.
owned by different employers
where less Lthan 20 workers
are e . Such establish-
ments would include restau-
rants, cinema halls, printing
presses and other similar
businesses and 25 per cent
ouisiders would be allowed in
these unions.

The Commission also sug-
gested mandatory provision for
giving apptﬂnt[rmt letters to
all employees. which is absent
from the existing labour laws

il UTOsS

. requisite support,

- of workers.

with the transportation sector
being the only exception

It also recommended pro
viding the trade union federa
tions the right t¢ conduct col
lective bargaining under spe-
cific terms and conaitions, on
behalf of their lederated CBA
uls,

Under the oxisting laws
the federations were barred
from conduciing collective
bargaining negotiations. This
new provistoi. the sources
noted. was done to accomimo-
date existing realities as even
‘non-legal entities like SKOP
were conducting such negotia-
tons mformally.

The Commission also sug-
gested ways (o remove the ex-
isting vagueness in the CBA de-
terminalion process by man-
dating that elections are held
before the two-vear term of an
existing CBA .expires. It also
recommended that a maxi
mum of three unions, with a
minimum suppeort of one third
of the workforce, would be al-
lowed at the plant-level and if
only one registered union con-
tests the CBA polis. with the
then it
would be declared elected. It
was also suggested that I a
unionffails to garner less than

15 per cent of the voles casl
in an election, ils registration

would be cancelled.

The Commission sought
consolidation of the five exist-
ing laws dcaling with child
labour which. it said. has no
uniformity and provides differ-
ent definitions on age, working
hours, health hazards and
other related issues.

It suggested that anvone
upto the completion of age 14
would be considered a child
and thus would be unemploy-
able it. however, said that un-
der extraordinary circumstan-
ces, a child of over 12 years of
age can be engaged in light
work or vocational training
provided health, safety and
education requirements are
ensured. In the termination
act, the commission spughlt to
change the requirement for an
employee (o provide at least a
two month advance notice,
instead of the existing one
month, before quitting a job.

The Commission also rec-
ommended chauging the re-
quirement ihat female em-
ployees cannol be made to
work between ® pm and 7 am
to 10 pm and 6 am.

To promote [amily plan-
ning. it also suggested that ma-
ternity benefits after two sur-
viving issues should be discon-
iinued during subsequent
pregnancies, with only Lhe en-
titled maternity leave allowed.
No such limitations on mater-
nity benefits is included in the
existing laws.

The Commission also
sought to institute a provision
for equal wages for equal work
irrespective of any seclors.
which is not specified in any
existing laws but is mandated
under the Cunstitution.

It also sought to include
provisions for deducting wages
including trade
union officrals other than the
president and general secre-
tary. who remain absent from
work without the permission

- Con

nal : of all violations
ol labour laws were updated
and consolidated.

It suggested simple impris-
onmen! along with the existing

s for imposing fines

lor labour law violations.

Provisions for death bene-
lits for any regular werker,
who dies while in service, was
also included in the recom-
mendations. The Commission
also secks the mandatory for-
mation ef participation com-
mittee — the western concept
of industrial democracy — of
workers and employers in in
dustrial units with more Ihnn
75 employees, which would
deal with safety, production
targets, cost of production and
other related issues. I the
recommendations of the
Committee is disregarded then
it would be*considered as an

The Commission report also

recommended that all labour

related cases should be exclu-
sively dealt with by the labour
courts. In addition to the
labour courts. currently labour

cases are also deall with by the
magistrate court and other

civil courts.

It also suggested thal any
aggrieved party can indepen-
dently refer a case to the
labour court Instead ol the cur-
rent practice of making a
joint petition only after a lock-
oul or a strike.

Appeals against all deci-
sions. awards and judgements
wi labour courts with the labour
appellate tribunal was also in-
cluded in the recommenda-
tlons in place of the existing
provisions for appealing only
against the awards.

It also suggested ways to

‘strengthen labour courts by

changing the formation and
structure while placing a limi-
tation on time-petitions and

allowing ex-party judgements
when one side remains absent.

RU senate
session

postponed

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHASHI. July 7: The
senate session of Rajshahi
University scheduled for to-
morrow has been postponed.

Earlier, a group of pro-BNP
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
met the VC at his residenee
and demanded postponement
of the session,

" The decision Immediately
protests among the teachers
and students who termed the
decision as a way of averting
defeat by the present VC Prof
M Anisur Rahman. who is also
the polis.

The other two panels were
led by Prof Azharuddin and
Prof Fazle Rashid Khan.

" Protesting the decision
Proctor Mamnunul Keramat,
along with six assistant proc-
tors, resigned.
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From Page | Col 7

the bids relaxing the awner-
Bibip Chausts 0 Thed out a
siitbabe  bidder e lerms of
technical and financial offers.
As an  alterpalive, Hu-)r were
also planning o fleal a short-
tender’ rejecting Loe present
hids

The Generad Manager (Plan
ming) ol the national airlines
admitied the law firm's advice
and said the authorities are
irying w find out a solution to
the murter Nothing has been
decided as yel.

Another Biman source said
that the national carrier badly
needed the mid-haul aircraft
o maintain its schedule in its
29 international and regional
roules There may be a major
dislocatipn as we have started
second Might 1o New Yark
froan July 4. he said. 'One of
the five DC 10s will be en
gaged in the route.”

Biman first planned to pro-
cure two airbuses in 1992
Initially, it decided to take the
aircraft on lease. But later the
plan was abandoned and the
authorities decided o pyr-
chase the airbuses on credit
support from the bidders.
When the second alttempt also
failed early this year. the au
thorities decided to procure

Conspiracy

From Page | Col 8

‘destroy Parliament and par-

llamentary democracy and
handover to evil forces.”
he told newsmen at Sangsad
Bhaban last night.

Nasim said if the uppull
tion's fears came true, BNP
would have Lo account for this
to the nation.

He made it clear that the
opposition would not make any
compromise on he demand for
neutral caretaker goverpment.
in this context, Nasim gquoted
Sheikh Hasina's public re-
marks made on Wednesday
that she was ready to do any-
thilig 111 greater nattounal mter-
est.

The opposition parues and
groups will sit again on Sunday
to review the latest situation in
the wake of their boycott of
parliament to press for care-
taker government to hold next

general polls.

SAARC officials

From Page 1 Col 5

rived yesterday included KK
Venugopal. Secretary to the
PM's olfice in India. MA
Jabbar, Additional Secretary of
Finance and Economic Affairs
of Pakistan. Dr Rabindra Ku-
mar Shakya. Member-Sec-
retary of the Nepalese Plan-
ning Commission, NVKK We-
ragoda, Finance Secretary of
Sri Lanka. Asim Ahmed of the
Ministry of Planning of Mal-
dives and Wangdi Narbu, Di-
reclor at the Ministry of Fi-
nance of Bhutan. More senior
officials are expected to arrive
today to join the deliberations.

Che Daily Star
Biman's bid may fail again

Tagore song and Rawshan Ara

those on government funding

A Biman source said that
the present summer schedule
was prepared taking into con-
sideration that the-two air-
buses would join the fleet be-
fore March this year. The
schedule was revised later.

The national carrier has [(fve
wide-bodied DC-10-30, two
turboprop ATPS and two F-28s
operating in 29 iInternational
and seven domestic routes.

When contacted over tele-
phone yesterday. Biman's de-
puty chief spokesman Anwar
Hossain admitted the report
and said that the matter would
be finalised next week at a
meeting of the board of direc-
lors.

He said that the board
would discuss the opinion of

the law firm before taking a

‘final decision’
He declined to give details.

Nazia Hassan
suffering
from cancer

ISLAMABAD, July 7: Nazia
Hassan. the well-known pop
singer. who created a sensa-
tfon in the BOs. is sulfering
from cancer, a newspaper re
ported on Wednesday says
PTl

Jahanara Imam

From Page | Col 3
Jatiya Press Club premises.
poet Sufia Kamal said that Ja-
hanara suffered from cancer
for over 10 years but she sac-
rificed her last days for the
cause ol the people.

Chaired by her, the meeting
was also addressed by, among
others. journdlist Santosh Gu-
pta, parishad leaders Ayesha
Khanam, Baby Moudud, Shirin
Banu Nitin and Aziza Idris,
Khaleda Salahuddin of Bang-
ladesh Lekhika Sangha and
Rewshan Ara Hossain.

Sufia Kamal said "it does not
matier whether somebody is
or is not a citizen, of Bang-
ladesh. If the person is res-
ponsible for war crimes, he
must be tried.”

The speakers said it was a
matter of great sorrow that
while the government charged
Jahanara Imam with treason
while 'war criminal’ Gelam
Azam was given :ltjmu-hip of
the country.

They :xpn:uscd the view
that Jahanara's movement agai-
nst the-killers of the liberation
war period had increased awa-
reness among the younger

generation about the liberation |

War.

She has succeeded in re-
kindling the spirit of the lib-
eration war which no politician
had done in the last 20 years,
they maintained.

Dg Sanjida Khatun sang a

Hossain recited a poem in

hmn!‘cmthedi:@nedamﬂ

Punltlve measures
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gised. nor d:ld t.l'lcy take into
consideration that the player is
still hurt. They dealt with facts
and not the consequences.”

The four-match suspension
is the heaviest handed out by
FIFA at the finals.

The Brazilian Football Con-
federation can protest against
half the ban because the dis-
ciplinary committee only has
the power to impose a two-
match suspensions without the
right of appeal.

American Fernando Clavijo, -

sent off in the same maich for
receiving two yellow cards

| from French Referee Joel Qui-

niou, was suspended one game
and fined 3,000 Swiss francs
(2,300 dollars).

FIFA dismissed a protest
from Bulgaria against the ex-
pulsion of defender Emil Kre-

-menlieve and banned him for

the quarter-final against Ger-
many on Sunday.

Bulgaria sought to have the
dismissal and 3,000 Swiss
francs fine waived because they
felt Syrian referee Jamal Al
Sharif had been wrong to book
Kremenlieve for the second
time in Tuesday's second Ro-
und win over Mexico.

Bulgarian captain Borislav
Mihailov said after the game he
thought the expulsion was un-
justified as it was for an in-
nocuous tackle. "

But Blatter said: "The disci-
plinary committee did not
consider Bulgaria’'s protest be-
cause it was against a referee's
decision.”

FIFA never allow an appeal
against a referee's decision,

Italian substitute Gianfranco |

Zola, who .was dismissed . for
serious foul play after playing
only 11 minutes of ltaly's sec-
ond-round against Nigeria on
Tuesday, was given an auto-
malic two-maltch suspension
and fined 5000 Swiss francs

| {3.800 doliars}).

Zoda was dismissed by Me-
Xican referee Artura Brizio
O O i e

Y e N e R R

.from Italy and Bulgaria’'s games

-was not an official sponsor.

sociation was also fined 10,000

legedly fouling him after he
failed to win a penalty when
challenged in the box.

Neither of the referees

were retained by FIFA for the
remainder of the tournament.

Germany were fined 15,000
Swiss francs (11,300 dollars)
for breaching FIFA advertising
regulations.

FIFA said Germany used an
official World Cup logo on a

document alongside the logo of
a commercial company which

The German Football Fede-
ration had. said the document
was an internal one, but FIFA
dismissed the claim, saying
500 copies were made.

The Argentine Football As-

Swiss francs for bad behaviour
during their second-round
defeat by Romania,

Argentine {(rainer Ricard
Etcherverria was fined 5,000
Swiss francs for wearing ille-
gal advertising on his shirt.

World Cup

qtr-finals

July 9 .
E‘E‘I:mumn 22:00 (BST)
Game B : Holland vs Brazil at 01:30 (BST)

JUE 10
- Romania vs Sweden at 22:00 (BST)

Hasina
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‘Begum Zia is speaking
the same language against the
Opposition after the declara-
tion of modality of a neutral
caretaker govermupent as of au
tocrat Ershad after the an-
nouncement of the joint decla-
ration by the three alliances,”
the AL chief said.

Hasina said after Magura by-
election. Begum Zia had been
identified as "vote dacoit” as
Ershad was dubbed after the
1986 parliamentary polls.

The Opposition leader crit-
icised the ruling party for hot
allowing discussions in Par-
liament on what she said
reported corruption against 17
ministers, Prime Minister and
her relatives. "Even the probe
commitiese against a minister
was not allowed to function.
The national budget was pa-
ssed keeping the Opposition
outside the House.™
the newcomners.

The Awami League chief
called for accelerating present
agitation for establishing a cor-
ruption-free society by ensuing
people's voting right.

A press release said more
than 500 leaders and workers
of Khilkhet Jatiya Party, BNP
and JSD expressed their con-
fidence In Sheikh Hasina's
ieadership and joined the

Awami League

she told.
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Jill_'n-
Tums today after s landmark visst
rule areas followed by talks in Paris with lsracl government
officials. evewitnesses said. Arafat is due to attend a farewell

Ceremony
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in Tunisia, which has hosterd

cL.aned o
e the Palesiimian self-

the Palestine

Liberation Organisation’s headguarters lor 12 years. before
returning for full-time residency in the West Bank town of

Jericho, reporis Reuter.

BNP candidate wins

From Page 1 Col 5
parties hoycottef the polls.

The voting continued fromn
Hamto4 pm. .

The polling eentres lacked
the usual festive mood There
were no posters or banners in
support of candidates and in a
number of centres. the polling
agenis of the candidates were
absent

The Bogra-4 seal, compris
ing Kahalu and Nandigram
thanas, fell vacant with the
death ol Azizul Huqg Mollah of
the ruling BNF on April 10.

The opposition boycotted
the polls to pressurise the
government (o concede 1o
their common demand for
holding general elections un-
der a caretaker government.

However, three candidates,

Ziaul Huq Moliah of the BNP
and two Independent candi-
dates. Rafiqul [slam Tinku amnd
Azimush Shan contested the
election

In both the thanas, the
election was held with e
complamts of Nneging

At Mural Madrassah centre
of Kahalu thana, omly 38 votes
were cast between 8 am w 9
am, out of 2309 votes. In
Narhatta ‘High School centre,
98 voies out of 2503 were cast
in the first two hours. In the
same centre, no fermale votes
were cast in a booth tll 10.15
.

Polling officer Abdul Karim
of the same centre told this
correspondent Lnat Lhe turn-
out was even lower Lhan the
1988 parliamentary election.
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| Game D:Buigaria vs Germany a 01:30(BST)

Snooker

From el Col 8

- The nine-day meet com-
prising 25 -contestants from
twélve countries including
hosts Bangladesh concluded
yesterday with Foreign Mi
nister A S M Mostafizur Rah-
man giving away the prizes as
the guest of honour. |

Azimuddin Ahmed, presi-
dent of the Bangladesh Billi-
ards and Snooker Federation
(BBSF) and Y Chin, the newly
elecied vice presidemt of the
Asian Billiards and Snooker
Federation (ABSF) al-so add-
tesscd fthe valadiy IV Lt
W LTS
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Career

Opportunity

Uttara Bank Limited invites applications from young & energetic persons ¢
Bangladeshi Nationality for appointment as Probationary Officer, -

Applicants be required to fulfil the following criteria:
QUALIFICATIONS : M.B.A. with minimum 2.50 CGPA .

AGE -

probationary pe

or,

Master Degree in any subject other than MB A
or Graduation Degree having atleast 02 (two) First
Division/Class in both the cases.

or,
Master Degree [Graduation Degree in any discipliric
with Second Division /Class althrough having

atleast one First Divisioh.

Knowledge in Computer will be treated as

additional qualification.

: Not over 30 (thirty) years as on 31—? 04.

Selected candidates will be on probation for a period of 01 (one) ?Hf
which may be extended at the descretion of the

_ During the

riod a consolidated monthly remuneration of TK. 4500/ (Taka

four thousand fnru hundred) only will be paid. After successiul completion of the
probationary period they will be confirmed in the Bank's service as Officer Gr-1
in the scale of pay of TK. 2700-200-3700-250- 5950{ with other admissible

allowances.

Application in candidate's own hand-writing addressed tothe M.y

e I"r*"]"'nr"'

ctor enclosing therewith three recent paﬁsport size photographs md COpLEs
ol all academic cerificates duly attested by a Gazetted Officer Ehﬂui{l reachthe

Bank by 158 94 at the latest by Registered Post with £/ 1he

pphcaton

should contain name, father's name, nationality, permanemnt adoress,
mailing address date of !:rlnh ellqmn mantal status, detaile of examnations
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