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'US ultimatum to

Haiti

WASHINGTON, July 7:
Haiti's ruling generals must
step down within six months
or face possible US military in-
tervention. a senior US official
sald Wedneaday as the number
of Haitian refugees picked up
at sea grew to 14,000, reports
AFP.
The State Department said
meanwhile that approximately
2,900 Haitians in 46 boats
were picked up Tuesday by US
coast guard ships off Haiti,
bringing the total to 14,000
since the United States began
screening for political refugees
June 15.

We don't expect the mili-
tary regime to be there six
months from now. We believe
that the dictatorship will step
down, will leave, William Gray,
President Bill Clinton's special
assistant for Haiti told ABC
television.

If they don't then there are
options that are open. The
president has made it very
clear that the military option is
just one of those options,

generals

Asked if he was saying that
the military government must
be out of Haiti within six
months Gray said, that's ex-
actly the message. and it is my
belief that is going to happen.”

State Department spokes-
woinan Christine Shelley said
details were still being worked
oul on a new policy announced
Tuesday to send political
refugees from Haiti to other
countries in the region,
denying them'asylum in the
United States.

"We're trying to be sure we
have a way of identifying those
in need of protection. Shelly
said. adding that discussions
were being held with the UN
High. Commissioner of
Refugees on how to handle the
boat people.

-The Panamian government
has agreed to accept up to
10,000 Haitians but has come
under harsh criticism in that
country. Other refugee centres
are expected to be established
in Dominica and Antigua, ac-
cording to US officials.

Amnesty period increased

PHNOM PENH, July 7:
Parliament voted unanimously
Thursday to outlaw the Khmer
Rouge. and the premier said
the measure would weaken the
guerilla group that has been

fighting successive govern-.

ments for 15 years, reports AP.

Parliament also increased
the amnesty period for mem-
bers of the Khmer Rouge to
surrender without punishment
from two to six months and
added a provision allowing

King Norodom Sihanouk to .

pardon * members of the
guerilla group.
It is time to give up,”

Prince Norodom Ranariddh,
the first premier, said to the
Khmer Rouge after the vote.

He said Cambodia would
immediately ask countries like
Thailand, which allows the
Khmer Rouge to pass through
its territory, to arrest mem-
bers of the group and return
them to Cambodia.

The government also would

1 ask other countries to seize as-

sets of the Khmer Rouge, be-
lieved sizable considering the

- Chakrapong, has been

group's estimated 20 million
dollars a month in illegal bor-
der trade with Thai businesses.

The guerilla group haé been
fighting from the jungles since
its brutal 1975-78 regime —
under which hundreds of
thdusands of Cambodians were
killed — was overthrown. The
Khmer Rouge controls abows
10 per cent of Cambodia with
about 9,000 men.

Ranariddh's administration,
elected in the May 1993 UN
organised poll, has been ham-
pered since taking office by its
war with the Khmer Rouge.

Adding to its problems, in-
fighting was exposed in a coup
attempt that was suppressed

'Sunday without bloodshed.
Three alleged architects of -

the plot to take over the gov-
ernment have been arrested
and the fourth, Ranariddh's
half-brother, Prince Norédom
expelled
to Malaysia. The other three
include Sin Sen, a deputy in
the Interior Ministry; Teas
Chhoy, a police chief; and Sin
Song. a politician who lost his
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months

job after leading a failed seces- - the 14 Thais

sionist movement.

On Thursday. the Royal
Palace released a letter King
Norodom Sihanouk had writ-
ten to Chakrapong, his son,
expressing gratitude to
Malaysia for taking in the
prince and thanking
Ranariddh for letting him leave
Cambodia safely.

Butl Sihanouk who is under-
going chemotherapy in Beijing,
sald he had no power to inter-
vene in judgment on
Chakrapong because he does
not know what really hap-
pened.

Interior Minister You
Hockry said Gen, Chhay San
Yun, a deputy in the Defense
Ministry, had fled to Vietnam,
and two members of the
Interior Ministry are missing. -

"Some generals have fled to
Vietnam," he said, declining to

from 2 to__6

Cambodia outlaws Khmer Rou

-

k: cusiody are
members of a sharpshooting

death squad. he said. He de-

clined to ‘reveal the source of
that information.

But Ranariddh said that be-
fore fleeing to Vietnam, Chhay
San  You of the Defence
Ministry had told the govern-
ment that the nine were spe-
cialists in explosives, weapons
and radio communications.

You Hockry said the investi-

. gation into the insurrection

was continuing but added.
i ally, the situation is in
hand."

The unanimous passage of
the controversial Khmer Rouge
law averted a second fracture
in the administration. It came
only after Parliament voted to
amend the draft law to include
some amnesty provisions and
guards against abuse. .

Finance  Minister Sam

be more specific. "We will ask Rainsy had.led opposition to

Vietnam to give them back ..
We will arrest them."

The administration has re-
ceived information that nine of

the draft law, saying it would
allow the government to arrest
its opponents by -accusing
them of being Khmer Rouge.

Nigeria's political
crisis deepens

LAGOS, July 7: Nigeria's po-
litical crisis deepened after
the military: government
charged opposition leader
Moshood Abiola with treason
and powerful oil unions vowed
to hold more strikes in pursuit
of democracy, reports Reuter,

Abiola the tycoon business-
man widely believed to have
won last year's annulled presi-
dential election, was arraigned
on Wednesday before a court in
the inland capital Abuja.

The 57-year-ofd philan-
thropist, backed by an alliance
of pro-democracy groups,
politicians and retired gener-
als, proclaimed himself presi-
dent last month in defiance of
Nigeria's military rulers.

Abiola who faces life im-
prisonment if convicted of
‘treason, pleaded not guilty. He
also complained to the judge of
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'Deng in good

leader Deng Xiaoping is now

any other details

report that he is well

Mandela tries

to end war

in Angola
PRETORIA July 7
President Nelson Mandela

launched his first foreign

effort Thursday, |

hosting Angolan President
Jose Eduardo dos Santos and
two other African leaders in
- talks on ending Angolas 19
year civil war. reporis AP
Mandela also plans to meer
soon with Angolan rebe| leader
Jonas Savimbi in hope of set
ung up face-to face talks be
tween Savimbi and dos Sanrtos
And advance team from
Savimbi's Natuonal linidn for
the Total |[ndeperndence of
Angola (UNITA] rebels would
visit South Afrira next week 1o
set up the Mandela Savimbi
meeting. a spokesinan
Mandela said Thursday
Savimbi. who repor-ediv re
fuses o leave Anigola for seru
rity reasons. has acoepted
Mandela's offer for a meeting
In South Africa ‘it opriticiple
according o the Portluguess
news apgency LI.SA Ciijng
unidentified sources Sl
the date still must be deciden

tor
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Columbia, AP reports from Cape Canaveral.

Columbia is due to lift off on the laboratory research mis-
sion at 12:43 pm (1643 GMT). The shuttle will carry seven
astronauts and thousands of aquatic animals, including fish,
newts, toad eggs and baby sea urchins,

Shuttle weather officer Ed Priselac said rain and thunder-
storms were likaly early Friday afternoon. He put the odds of
a Friday launch at 60 per cent.

One killed in Mexican clash: rwa
Indian lashed in a gun battle Wednesday that left one
man dead andBt least three others seriously wounded in a

dispute that began with hastage taking. AP reports from

The 20-minute shooting exchange underscored the sim-
tensions of an unresolved guerilla uprising that led to

10 days of fighting between Indian guerillas and the army in
early January, But no rebels were reported involved in the

Protestant Indians who were expelled from San Juan
Chamula, a town 30 miles (50 kms) north of Sam Cristolal
cristolal de Las Casas took Mayor Domingo Lopez Ruiz
hostage Tuesday and brought him to a government Indian af-

one of his daughters sald Thursday. AP reports from Beifing
Deng Nan. speaking to reporters at a conference on the
environment in Beljing where she is a delegate. did not give

There are regular rumocurs that the B9-year old Deng is
alling or dead, and with equal regularity China or his children

Gen Wimol slates ex-US envoy:

Thafland's army chief called former US ambassador
Abramowilz a devil and an 'enemy of the Thal peeple’ for
contending Thatland is sull helping Cambodia's Khmer Rouge
guerillas. AFF reports from Bangkok.

Abramewityz “is not an ambassador but a devil." General
Wimol Wongwanich told reporters Wednesday evening.

maltreatment.

The judge fixed July 14 for
a ruling on his lawyers' request
for bail. The authorities have
not revealed where he is being .
detained.

Abijola's arrest on June 23
heightened tensions in Africa's
most populous nation. The ju-
nior oil workers' union Nupeng
began a strike on Monday to
press for his release and in-
statement as president. -

The strike has disrupted
domestic fuel supplies creating
long queues of vehicles at fill-
ing stations which are likely to
lenghthen as more fuel sta-
tions run dry.

Nupeng's General Secretary
Frank Kokori was arrested on
Wednesday. The union said it
has called an emergency
meeting of its leadership to fi-
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UNESCO General Diréctor Fredirico Mayor (C) looks on after both received the Felix

nalise the next line of action.

planned launch of space shuttle
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health e Chinese sendor
in Beijing and is in good health,

Concern

NEW DELHI, July 7: The
pubtic of two reporters
by police under the command
of India’'s “supercop” has
sparked concern over the
growing harassment of journal-
ists in the world's largest
! democracy, reports AFP.

e,

Human rights groups, the
media. lawyers, and political
parties have taken up the cud-
gel on behalf of the battered
pair to focus attention on what
many of them describe as
‘systematic suppression” of the
press by the state

The Indian government is
bracing itself for protests since
the June 30 thrashing of the
newspaper reporiers by men
serving under Punjab Police
Chief K P S Gill. and has of
fered to launch an investiga-

ton igto the incident

Rahul Banerjee and Abhijit
Das. sports reporters for The
Statesman. were beaten after a
press conderence called by Gill
at a luxury hotel here to dis-
cuss his appointment as chief
of Indias fleld Hockey
Federation

They were punched, kicked

b and dragged away at gunpoint

Houphouet-Boigny United Nations award for peace on J uly 6.

— AFP photo

KUWAIT. July 7: Irag's Arab
foes from the Gulfl War urged
the Uinited Nations on Monday
to keep ils oil and trade em-
bargoes clamped on Baghdad
until it fully complies with
security Council resolutions,

came as UN dis-
armament Rolf Ekeus
arrived in Kuwait to brief Arab
foreign ministers on his recent
visit to Baghdad. |

~ Ekeus told the Kuwait News

'Agency that a weapons moni-

toring system for Iraq would
be ready in September, ‘the
first time he has given a date

for its compietion,
KUNA, In Arabic. quoted
Ekeus as his talks with

Iraql officials took place “in a
good atmosphere” with the
Iraqis "more responsive than
before” about having the moni-
toring system operational as
soon as possible.

He reassured the Kuwalitis
and sald the Security Council
will insist that Iraq recognise
their nation’'s sovereignty.
which Baghdad still refuses to
do more than three years after
the Gulf War.

Ekeus met with the foreign
ministers of Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, Oman,
the United Arab Emirates,
Egypt and Syria.

in a joint statement at the
end of their two-day confer-
the eight ministers
called on the Security Council
Lo maintain pressure on Irag

‘until it fully complies with all
related decisions of interna-
tional legitimacy. especially
those related to recognition of
the international border® be-
tween Irag and Kuwait.

Iraq has not acknowledged
its border with Kuwait, laid
down by a UN team following
the Guif War.

Baghdad's state-controlled
media still refer to Kuwait as
the 19th Iraqi province, a
claim they played up when
Iraqi forces overran the emi-
rate in August 1990.

The nations represented at
the meeting were those who

North Korean team
in Geneva for
talks with US

GENEVA, July 7: A North
mnn delegation arrived here
nesday for high-level talks
with the United States on
Pyongyangs nuclear pro-
gramume, reports AFP.

The United States agreed to
them last month after North
Korea offered to freeze its con-
troversial nuclear programme,
which the west suspected of
being used to produce atomic

bommbs.
North Korea denies having a

nuclear weapons programme.

In an arrival statement, the
North Korean delegation said
“pressure or threats can never
lead 1o any resolution of our
‘nuclear issue "

Iraq's Arab foes urge UN
to keep sanctions

participated in the US-led
multinational force that
forcibly ended Irag's occupa-
tion of Kuwait in the 199] war,
Their statement charged
that Iraq was "procrastinating”
and being “selective” about the
Gulf War ceasefire demands.
Ekeus and other UN in-

spectors have been issuing.

favourable reports on Iraqgi
compliance with their efforts
to establish a long-term moni-
toring programme aimed at
ensuring that Baghdad does
not reacquire or manufacture
weapon of mass destruction.

The reports have led to
speculation that the Security
Council may be planning to lift
the embargoes,

Ekeus, who has held talks
with Iraqi Deputy Prime
Minister Tarigq Aziz and other
officials in Baghdad since
Sunday, led the UN Special
Commission that oversaw the
weapons dismantling process.

Ekeus told KUNA that the
Security Council will not ease
the sanctions unless Irag
‘recognises the independence
and sovereignty of Kuwalit
within its borders.”

“lraq still keeps that issue
open and my Impression is
that all member states of the
Security Council insst strongly
and without exception that
recognition. of the state of
Kuwait and its borders must b
satisfactorily solved with the
Iraqis
to KUNA.

= | ROK Defence

Minister
seeks apology

SEOUL, July 7: South
Korea's defence minister apol-
ogized Thursday for saying
Seoul's suburbs could serve as
‘barricades’ to shield the capi-

‘tal in the event of I North

Korean attack. reports AP.

The minister Rhee Byong-
tae, has been criticized harshly
for the comment, made
Tuesday during a parliamen-
tary hearing. The main opposi-
tion party is demanding his
resignation, and residents of
several "satellite cities" to the
north of Seoul launched an an-
gry protest.

In his parliamentary testi-
morly, Rhee was explaining the
South's strategy for defending’
Seoul, less than an hour's drive
from the North Korean border.

"Using new cities as barri-
cades in times of emergency is °

part of planning for new ci-
ties,” he said.

On Thursday, he tald re-
porters his remarks were mis-
construed.

Senior British -
official to visit
China next week

BEIJING, July 7: In anather
sign of reconciliation over
Hong Kong, China said
Thursday that a senior British
official would arrive in Beijing

next week for talks, reports

AP.
Alastair Goodlad, Britain's

Minister for, Kong Affairs,
will be the h t-

British foreign official to

visit China in a year marked by

fierce disputes over Hong
Kong's political future.
Confirmation of Goodlad's
visit supported evidence that
London and Beijing have
shelved their argument over
electoral reforms in Hong
Kong and are focusing instead
on the colony's transition from
British to Chinese rule in

1997. -
At a weekly briefing for re-
porters, Chinese' Foreign

Ministry spokesman Shen

Guofang said Goodlad would
| arrive hext Thursday to discuss

Anglo-Chinese relations with
Chinesg Foreign Ministry offi-
clals.

He said Goodlad also woyid
visit Shanghal, the port on
China's east coast that hopes to
challenge Hong Kong's role as
Asia's financial and shipping
b,

He did not give a specific
timetable for Goodlad's visit.
the first of its kind since
British Foreign Minister

Ekeus said. a.[-cnrdlng [ | Dﬂuglas Hurd visited in JHI}"
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Off the Record

SINGAPORE: One of the

10 wives of a self-styled Islamic

preacher on trial for having six wives too many was rushed
from his Singapore courtroom trial in labour pains, the Straits -
Times reported on Wednesday, says Reuter.

The heavily-veiled Noor Afizah Baba, 25; eighth wife of self-
proclaimed preacher Abu Talib Harun, was taken to hospital
it Malaysia's southern city of Johor Baru on Tuesday, the pa-

per said. .
She later gave birth to a ba

by boy. a hospital source said.

Abu Talib, 34, the father of 17 previous children all below
the age of five, is being tried in an Islamic court on charges of

violating Islamic law by having

more than four wives at a time.

Abut Talib says the Shi’ite school of Islam allows him the

additional six wives.
said.

If convicted, he could be jailed or fined or both, lawyers

Wrong choice of target

TOKYO: In a country

where women often fall vietim to

groping hands on overcrowded rush-hour trains, 19-year-old
Naomi Furukawa was the wrong choice of target. reports AP,
When Miss Furukawa felt a har up her skirt. she identi- -

fled herself as a police officer, ignored the man's repeated

pleas for forgiveness, took him off the Tokyo-

train and arrested him, police official Kaichi Sato said

- Thursday.

The man was charged with indecent assault after the inei-
dent Wednesday evening, he added.
. Also in Tokyo, police are looking for the man or men who
have forcibly stolen the panties from 13 women walking in

Tokyo in the last four months.

A person convicted of indecent assault can face up to seven
years in prison in Japan, but most cases of groping on trains

are never reported.
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.-BOSTON: Some benign breast growths that are common in
young women appear to double the risk of breast cancer later
in life, according to a study released Thursday, reports AP.

" Another report published Thursday found that having a
child temporarily increases the risk of breast cancer. but

lowers it later in life,
Dr, William Dupbm

mmﬁmvm

| University
in Nashville, Tenn.. found that women with growths called fi-
broadenomas face about double the usual risk of breast cancer.

. y
later development of cancer.

The Vanderbilt study found the increased risk was highest
in women whose close relatives had been dia with
breast cancer. It was also more elevated in those who had a
particular variety of growths called complex fibroadenomas.

"Since fibroadenomas are commonly diagnosed before the
age of 30, these lesions provide a means of identifying young
women who have an increased risk of breast cancer decades
before the onset of invasive disease,” the researchers wrote.

They suggested that women with both complex fibroade-
nomas and a family history of breast cancer should begin hav-
ing regular mammograms at age 35 or 40.

Clinton pays respect
to dead of WWII

WARSAW, July 7: On a
solemn morning of remem-
brance, President Clinton is
honouring fallen soldiers of
World War Il and Hitler's vic-
tims, while trying to calm
anxieties that Russia might
again seek to dominate Poland,
reports AP.

The president was paying
his respects Phursday at
Poland's Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier and visiting
the Warsaw Ghetto Memorial
to the Jewish Community that

- Govt to renew
BBC's royal
charter

LONDON. July 7: The
British government announced
Wednesday it plans to renew
the BBC's royal charter when it
expires in 1996, allaying fears
over the future of the corpora-
tion's public broadcasting
mandate, reports AFF.

But Heritage Secretary
Peler Brooke, presenting a

bro «'rasting white paper in-
chu the proposed 10-year
rene. i of the charter. said

the cuiporation should aim to
develop its commercial inter-
ests.

The move came despite
pressure from some
Conservative MPs who want
partial or total privatisation of
the BBC but was expected after
the BBC introduced reforms a
year ago to restructure and
control costs:

made a last, unsuccessful stand

_against Nazi terror 50 years

Mdruuln; Poland's his-
toric need for security, Clinton
pointed to Russia’s entry in the
NATO Partnership for Peace,
saying "we are in better shape

now than ®We were a few
months ago.”
Russia has to re-

spect the borders of its neigh-
bours. Moreover, Clinton said,
Russia's economy is on the
rise.

“In an uncertain world,”
Clinton said Wednesgay, "1
think we are doing about as
well as we can in meving

in the right direction”
to keep reform and democracy
alive. ;

President Lech Walesa, the
visionary unionist who led
Poland out of Moscow's mili-
tary and economic grip. said
his country's security cannot
depend on "paper guarantees.”

Speaking openly about
Poland's security problems,
Walesa said. "My apprehen-
sions amount to 40 per cent
and my hopes amount to the
other 60. 1f the United States
continues to extend its assur-
ances of stability and security
in this region of the world, the
proportions will change.”

Clinton was addresses
Poland's security and eco-
nomic concerns Thursday in a
speech to the Polish
Parliament. '

Before the end of World War
I, virtually all of Poland was
leveled by German bombs.”

to a police station for asking
questions which allegedly em-
barrassed Gill, who earged the

nickname “supercop”™ for
crushing Sikh militancy in
Punjab.

Police chiefs from India's
25 states opened a meeting
here Wednesday and the as-
sault by Gill's men and rela-
tions with the press were set
to be one of the top items on
the agenda, Home Ministry
sources said.

"We will try to see where
the malaise lies and how to
meti fences with the media.”
said a minister who requested
anonymity

About 100 journalists held a
protest march to parliament
here Wednesday chanting
stop bashing reporters’ and
carrying signs proclaiming
journalists are not terrorists -

Gill has claimed the beating
pecurred after he has left the
press cornference and accused
the media of “blowing it out of
All proportion.

The government's offer g
investigate the incident had
been dism ssed

The effort seems to be 1o

Obfuscate the issue " said C R
Irani, chief editor of The
Statesman.

Others have sald the beating
should be seen in the perspec
tive of growing state intoler
ance of the media.

‘It is high time we take ac-
tion to stop the hectoring of
the state.” said a spokesman
for the Delhi .Journalists
Association. who has long
complained that many Indian
publications bear official ha
rassmeri! without a murmur

Most of India's 28 400
listed publications are heavily
dependent on state advertis-
inNg.

The autonomous Press
Council of India said it had re-
ceived 216 reports from jour
nalists in 1993-94 complain-
ing of assaulis. detentions, ar
resta or other forms of ha

rassmeernt
The council probed only 40
such complaints in 1979 when

It was s*t up sald its Deputy
Secretary Vibhia Bhargava
Complainis reached an all

time high i 1992 93 when
233 reports of harassment by
the authorities reached the

28-member Uonnicll headed by
a retired Suprenme Court judge

The situation is Lerrible in
the east,” another Council offi-
cial said, in several eastern and
noritheastern states journalists
have died or vanished In mvs
tericus circumstances over (he
past few' years,

The Council advises Lhe
government to observe cau

tlon, circumspection and re
atraint whiic taking action
agamst wrilings amounting 1o

fair critictsm 111 newspapers.
the panel said in its 14th an
rnual report published last year

The Indian Federation of
Working Journalists decided
Tuesday to Independently in-
vestigate renrets of

SUppression and | srnent
of journalists by n htants and
the authoritics

Federation president
Vikram Rao, satd the union

would send teams to the trou
bled state of Kashmir and
northeast India 1o investigate
complaints and also probe al
legations that a section of the
press was luelling milliitant
CATHIDAIENS

over growing harassment of jou
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Journalists chant slogans before a police barricade on
lhursday in New Delhi to protest the public beating of two

AFP photo

SA sells arms
to Oman

JOHANNESBURG. July 7:
South Africa is selling long-
range artillery guns worth 120
million dollar to Oman in the
first public arms sale since a
UN weapons embarge was
lifted. South African arms
maker Denel Ltd said on
Wednesday. reports Reuter.

A statement said the deal
included ammunition, spares
and logistical support for the
155 mm G-6 self propelied
artillery guns but did not say
how many of the weapons were
involved ‘

The -6 based on the G-
that was developed with the
help of Canadian scientist
CGierald Bull is widely regarded
as one of the best of its kind In
the world South Africa sold an
unknown number of G-3s to
iraq in the |980s

The deal is the first major
transaction between South
Alrica and a toreign country
since the lifting of the arms

i cimmbargy agatust South Africa,

sad the staterment.

The UN embargo was Hfted
following historic all-race
elections at the end of April



