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WORLD CUP STATS

LOS ANGELES, July 7(AFP)
World Cup statistics after the
second round:

ATTENDANCES

First Round: Group A:
497,541 |average B2 924)
Group B: 472.080 (78.680)]
Group C: 364.020 (60.670)
Group D: 332,230 (55,372)
Group E: 392,573 (65.429),

Group F: 361.653 (60,276).

Total [(after 36 of 52
matches): 2 420,097 (average
87.225).

Total at same stage of 1990

finals in Italy: 1,620,107.
Second Round: 535.012
(average 66.876)
Total (after 44 of 52 mat-

ches): 2,955,108 [average
67,162 _
World Cu p record for whole

tournament: 60,772 for the 22
games at the 1950 tournament
in Brazil.

Final total in 1990:
2,517,348 (average 48.411)

Highest attendance: 93.869
(Romania v USA, Los Angeles)

Lowest: 44 132 (Bulgaria v
Nigeria Dallas).

Goals

First Round: Group A: 17
(average 2.83). Group B: 22
(3.66). Group C:16 [2.66]).
Group D: 18 (3.00). Group E: 8
(1.33). Group F: 12 (2.00).
Total 93 (82 in 1990). Average
per match: 2.58.

Second Round: 25 (average
3.12).

Total: 118 (average 2.68).

Total goals for entire 1990

tournament was 115 for an av-

erage of 2.21

Biggest win: Russia 6
Cameroon 1 (Group B)

Top-scoring team: Spain and
Sweden 9 goals each

Best defence: Brazil 1 goal

Leading scorer: Olec
Salenko (Russia) 6

Best individual performance:
Salenko 5 v Cameroon (World
Cup Record) pcna‘tles 13 (all
converted)

Red and vellow cards after
second round:

Sendings-off:13. bookings: ’

202 [16 dismissed and 164
cautioned in 1990 finals). . ,-*

Europe's best
chance?

DALLAS, July 7: Europe
- should make the most of its
domiliffance of the World Cui
ause the continent will
never again have seven teams
in the gquartér-finals, according
to former soccer great Bobby
Charlton, reports Reuter.

Charlton, a member of Eng-
land's World Cup winning team
in 1966, said Africa and Asla
has shown they were catching
up fast and would pose a seri-
ous threat in future tour-
naments.

He said Europe had profited
in USA '94 from South Ame
ricas fallure to adapt to rule
changes aimed at curbing
defensive play and from the
lack of expertence of the other
continents.

“The rate of improvement
in Africa is wvast,”" he said
"Nigeria are the besi African
team” l've seen at this level
they were two minutes away
from beating Italy and if they'd
done that, they wouldn't have
been afraid of anyone

But there is no substitute
for experience. in a situation
like that, they didnt know to
hold on to a lead, to be profes
sional they're too instinctive.

But they will have learned a
lot from this World Cup and so
will the rest of Africa

Charlion said Asian coun
tries were investing heavily In
soccer and could soon make a

breakthrough as well

"l don't think we'll ever see
this sttuationi repeated where
Europe get seven teams in the
quarter-finals * he added

"FIFA's rule changes giving
three points for a win banning
back passes and the tackle
from behind had helped Euro
pean teams whao are more
open to attacking soccer and
hindered the South Ame
ricans,” he said.

*The South Americans are

The exception was Braszil
he added, because they had
never favoured defensive foot-
ball and always looked to at-

"“But the Brazilians must be
now that they
teams
against them he said they al-

1
3
1
:
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"

but he felt they were the best
team at the finals and eould

was still open with
the Netherlands Italy and
also capable of winning

the World Cup.
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gentina's lallen
‘.:' " soccer idol, Diego
* | Maradona. arri-

—

ved home Wed-
nesday teling his fans that he
is the only one to blame for his
scandal-tainted dismissal from
the World Cup. reports Reuter.

FIFA banned the Argentine
captain from the sport last
week because he failed a dop-
ing test for taking a drug con-
taining the banned alkaloid
ephedrine.

Argentina, who were in the
hunt for their third world title,
crashed out of the tournament
Sunday with a 3-2 second
round loss {0 Romania.

"I'm the only one responsi-
ble. vou can say that much,” a
sad-looking Maradona told a
news conference al Buenos
Aires International Airport

‘It's useless (o look for a

Disgraced Argentine soccer star Dlegn Maraduna aﬁeaks to the press after arriving in Buenos
Aires from the USA on July 6. Maradona said he was the only one responsible for being
banned from the 1994 World Cup finals.

Maradona carries the can

scapegoat,” said the stocky
33-year-old midfielder, who
added that he had hoped to
end his career with a World
Cup triumph.

Asked if he felt like a re-
tired player, Maradona said
that FIFA had practically ruled
him out of the sport for good.

FIFA. the sport's interna-
tional governing body. is due to
consider Maradona's case and
decide a definitive punishment
when the finals are over,

Maradona, a former sireet
urchin, was one of the world s
best players in the 1980s. He
led his country's team to vic
tory in the 1986 finals and to a
second place in 1990.

« But his brilllant interna-
tional career began to crumble
in 1991 when soccer authori-
tien banned him for 15 months
after he tested positive {or co
caine following an Italian lea

NEw YORK, July

s down 1o
Hrd;rll to defend
the honour

Having won every
World Cup played
Hemisphere

* Western

First Division, said teams

across Europe are wusing a
style of play the Latin teams

| have yet to caich up o

"We are, and | mean all
South Americans. we are
falling way behind in the world
of soccer.” he ield Barcelona's
La Vanguardia newspaper
Wednesday 'In tactics. we're
10 years behind [ said it long
ago and nobody wants Lo
recognise it."

Heading into the month-
long tournament all the talk
about dark-horse
Colombia. They had a 22-18- 5
record since the 1990 World
Cup and Pele called Colombia

*m coming into the

But Colombia lost 1o
Hemania and then the United
States to hecome the first

— AFP photo

gu atch,

Maradona. who has seen
little serious soccer since and
ran into more trouble by get-
ting arreste. for cocaine pos-
session, still managed to come
back for this World Cup.

After shedding excess wei-
ght, he led Argentina to victory
in its first two-matches agains
Greece and Nigeria.

Just as he was becoming
the toast of the tournament.
Maradona was drummed out of
the World Cup for failing a
doping test.

His blunder shocked hoth
the nation that idolised him
and his team. which lost its
next two matches and had to

pack its bags earlier than it
expected.

‘I wanted to say | am very
sorry about everything that
happened. There was nothing
we could do.” Maradona said

Brazil, last of the Latins

team eliminated.

Still, according to Hernan
Lopez of the Colombian
Pootball Federation, Colombia
are different from Argentina
or Mexico.

“It's about behaviour.” said
Lopez, in charge of the federa
tilon's sreferees. "IThe
Colombian players) were con-
vinced they would be champi
ons, but when they confronted
reality, they. had a problem.”

Unlike Argentina. who lack

young talent, Lopez said,
Colombia are lush with devel
oping players.

The Bogota newspaper El
Tiempo sees the difference be-
tween Europe and South
America more attitudinal.

"We've seen that South
American football depends too
much on one or two players,
while in Europe they play of
fensively one day and defen
sively the next with Lht same
punch.” it said.

Mexico, led by new-age
goalkeeper Jorge Campos.
went further than Colombia,

It was eliminated in thl:
quarterfinals on penalities by
Bulgaria

Bolivia upset Brazil in quali-
fying — albeit in the thin air of
La Paz. Their best scorer,
Marco Etchevery, came to the
World Cup injured and was
ejected from the first game
after he came on as a substi-
tute.

Bolivia never recovered.

Argentina, the 1978 and '86
winners, certainly didn't ex-
pect aging star Diegoi

stimulants. 5
Argentina did lhﬁ(l

m striker in Ggbriel
. but needed far more
to overcome the loss of their
leader. who was playing well
and inspiring his teammates.
Latin Americans are used to
success Seven of the | 4 World
Cups went to South American
teams — Uruguya, in 1930 and

1950; Argentina In 1978 and
86 and Brazil in 195K 2 and
70

"The European invasion
read a headline in Bogota's El
Espectador mourning the
eltfmination of all the Latin
American teams except Draetl

Gre=ks feel
it's outrageous

ATHENS July 7 Legal pro
ceedings have been opened 11
ireece into allegations rhal
I3 6 milbon dollars wers
waslted on promoting the
gountry s disastrous Jdebsigr in
the World Cap linals repuirts
AFP

The proceedings wone
orcdered by an Athens exanin
INng magistrale i thie wake ol
Nnewspaper
ithere had been excensive #x
penditure on recepti
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MADRID, July 7: The presi-
dent of FIFA, Joao Havelange
sald he made personally sure
that Argentine star Diego
Maradona was suspended

from the World Cup last week -

in order to avold taking more

extreme measures, reports
Reuter.
An an interview with

Spanish sports paper as pub-
lished on Thursday, Havelange
also said he would ensure that:
"Maradona will not be pun-
ished too heavily, in such a way
that at his age it would’ force
him to retire.”

The 33-year-old former
Argentine captain, who tested

positive for the banned drug

ephedrine following a first

round match, has said soccer

career is over.

- Havelange said he was in
Washington when

tested positive. He flew imme-
diately to Dallas where he ar-
rived in the :arly hours of
June 30.

Once a.nti-duplng commit-
tee chalrman Dr Michel D'
‘Hooge had explainéd how seri-
ous this was | "asked Julio
Grondona (President of the
Argentine Football Association)
to pull him out of the World
Cup to avoid taking a drastic
decision,” Havelange said in
the interview.

"We had to suspend the
player from the competition
because there was no other
way, and in any case all the:
federations know the doping
rules.” he said.

Havelange did not specify
what more extreme steps
might have been taken if
Maradona had not been sus-
pended, but there has been
speculation, that the whole
Argentine team might have
been punished.

Havelange said FIFA was not
on a witch hunt against
Maradona and had supported
him in his efforts to return to
football two years ago after a

- 15-month ban for taking co-

caine.

The world gcm:rnlng body
for soccer is due to consider
Maradona’'s case and decide a
definitive punishment for him
when the finals are over.

Havelange said doctors
with the Argentine team
‘'should have exercised more
contrul over what the player
was taking "

Havelange told as he was
generally delighted with the
World Cup this year, describ-
ing the organsiation as having
been a big success

And he added that when
France held the competition
in four years time, it would
not last any longer despite in-
volving 32 teams instead of 24.

He said the finalists would

not have to play more than
seven matches.

Basile offers
to quit

BUENOS AIRES, July 7:
Argentine soccer coach Alflo
Basile, whose side were unex-
pectedly knocked out of the
World Cup in the second

rovnd. offered on Thursday to
resign, reports Reuter

(ar Tlf!ll’!-\'"i were set on

bringing the title home | live
here and know that in
Argenfina 11 s no good bheing
secionid hest T Hastle told re
parters o arrival trom the
Tirnted States "So the man
Rement  ftearrt s o sbep
tlevae

AlgeEntine Foothall
Assoviatiun prestdent Julio
Crromidona sald Basile would be
asked 1o hopeosr Mis contract
ittt the el b the viear

st Al covmimeEritalors  have
fpped River Plate coach and
EAT Waorkd O wpowanminng skip
et [ aried Passarelld as Basile s
Frierst LR LY Siid 6 e Ss0r

| Hmlang; did—
it for Maradona's

news
- emerged that Maradona had
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{Jm Chin Ka:.r nf Malnm tha winner nl‘ t.he 11th Asian snooker champmnship rmﬂng the
trophy from Foreign Minister ASM Mostafizur Rahman at the Sheraton Hotel yesterday.

— Star photo

Kay claims Asian crown

Ooi Chin Kay of
Malaysia showed
imitable mental
toughness and

11th Asian snooker cham-
pionship title in a fitting finale
at. the ball room of the

Sheraton Hotel yesterday.
The current runner up of

the Malaysian hational champi-
onship, Kay yesterday trig-
gered off a succession of
gering come-backs after trail-
ing,

Thailand's Somporn
Kantawang had raised early
possibilities of running away
with the contest when he led
five frames to threé at one
stage of the match.

it was to the eventual justi-
fication of the seeding that Kay

' brought down a high flying

‘Kantawang in the end.
Originally seeded seventh two

- slots ahead of the ninth

Kantawang, Kay won the tenth,
eleventh and 12th frames to
bring the best of fifteen frame
akived

Although Ool Chin Kay 1992
champion of the Latif Master
Snooker Champinnnhip a

Sports Reporter
prestigious meet in Pakistan,
got off to good start, he bun-
gled badly in the face some
cool snookering by Kantawang.

Thereafter the sky changed
and Kantawang who had ear-
lier created a new Asian
record in this touMhament with
a break of 139 got the upper-
hand, potting the choice balls

with increasing frequency.
A funny game that snooker

.is the turnaround of fortunes

which adds to the exciting
potential of the game, reached
its climax when the hitherto

gasping Kay put the tin hat on

his aggressive counterpart in
the eleventh frnmc at 100 to

12.

But the ding-dong pattern
of the game was relieved in
the next frame . when
Kantawang raced to 71-24 lead
but Kay conjured up a break of
50 to win the frame at 74-71.
The contestants were drawn
level at six all and a cliff-
hanger was duly set up.

Kantawang seemed to have
wrested the initiative back in
the next frame when he won it
54-18 but Kay had the last
laugh winning the last two
frames to seal the fate of the

classic contest.
Apart from .champion's
1250 dollars cash prize Kay

from Meghna Garments for
actt.lng an Asian record.

meet comprising 25 cueists
from twelve countries live
which concluded with the
distribution of prizes by
Foreign Minister A S M

Santana rallies behind Rm

SAN FRANCISCO,
California, July 7;
Former national

1
o
coach Tele San
na is certain the

‘I:l-
AR
{

fall of Brazilan
skipper Rail has little to dé
with football, reports AFP.

The 29-year-old erstwhile
Brazil captain was dropped
against the United States after
a lacklustre performance in
the first round, which contin-
ued the mediocre form he has
shown with Paris St Germany.

Santana, who coaches Rai's
old ¢lub Sao Paulo. said the
slump could not be caused hy
loss of skill.

"There are some things we
never, forget — when we ride a
bicycle, use roller skates, make
love, or play football a certain
WAaY.

‘I think his problems* have
heen caused off the pitch”

Rai, who was ranked 10th
in FIFA's 1993 footballer -of-
the vear poll, was sold to Paris
St Germain in July 1993 for
3 1 million dollars,

He arrived in France with
reputatinn as a consistently

creative Medio who  led Sao
Haulo to the 1992 Interna-
Hional Cup

In Sao Paulo, Ral was the
inciiritestable leader " Santana
s41d  He had a great influence
an the rest ol his colleagues.
e was 4 real leader On the
pitch he was the one who or-
giariise] the action
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Oot Chin Kay of Malaysia who had the last laugh, is in action agminst S5 Kantawang of
Thailand in the nail -hiting final of the 11th Asian snooker championship at the ballroom of

Things were not so easy In
France.

"Rai knows very well since
he has been in France.

sS0me -

thing is not going well,” San-
tana said. He does not want to
give all he can give. and it's the
same problem with Brazl.”

Santana sald Rai's problem
was not unprecedented.

"We have seen people like
him who have a lot of promise,
and even play at a high level.
and then suddenly, it does not
work any more,” he sald:

Brazilian coach Carlos
Alberto Parreira stuck by the
player despite fierce criticism
in Brazl.

"l don't- have anyone to
stand in for Rai.” Parreira said.
"He's an idol, and if you have
one, you have to field him. It
gives the team something dif-
ferent you can't leave someone
like that out.”

But Parreira had to back-
track before their July 4 sec-
ond round match against the
United States.

Diplomatically, he said it
was Mazinho's strengths and
not Rai's weaknesses that
prompted the midfield switch.
but few believed him.

"He looks like someone who
does not have the desire to play
football anymore,” Santana said,
"He has a lot of doubts”.

But Santana believes, Rai
who is the brother of
former Brazil international
Socrates. can be rehabilitated.

‘Ral needs support more
than ever now.” Santana said.
"Ral needs someone who will

speak to him frankly. who can
help him pinpeoint his doubts
so me can find his football
skill and bring it back to in-
ternational standard.”

Bulgarians in
search for more

NEW YORK, July

7: Bulgaria believe
they can add
another remark-

the Sheraton Hotel yesterday (o ( ‘hin Kav elinched the title winning the best of 15 frames
\ - Star photo

able chapter to
their incident -
packed World Cup story when
they meet Germany in the
quarter-finals on Sunday,
reports Reuter.

A team who two weeks ago
had never won a match in the
World Cup finals in 17 at-
tempts suddenly find them-
selves on the brink of fame and
fortune after a string of adven-

tures that culminated in a
penaity shoot-out win over
Mexico

The final twist on Tuesday
ended a game that featured 10
vellow cards, two sending -ofl
penalty saves from both goal
keepers and six-minute delay
Lo repair a broken net

For Bulgaria. whose cele

brations went on long into the

night, it was practically par for
the course. There may be bet
ter footballing sides among the
seven European teams in the
quarter-finals but none with a

better record of un-
likely victory from apparently
certain defeat.

So far in the World Cup they
have lost 3-0 to Nigeria, swept
aside Greece 4-0, beaten
Argentina 2-0 with only 10
men and seen off Mexice with
three key players suspended.

Their most famous escape,
though. came in their fnal
qualifving game against France
when twe goals frem Emil
Kostadinov, the second in the
90th minute, them
inte the [inals ahead of the
home side.

Yet even 15 moniths ago
there were signs Bulgaria
might be a team worth watch-
ing. if not always for the classic

reasons.
Penev, who excused his
players from training on

Wednesday, rated his captain

as ‘one of the best goalkeepers
in Europe” and sald his team
were famillar with Germany's
style. "We have to plgy against
them the way we performed
against  Argentina.



