8 T.. Duily Stur

DHAKA THURSDAY, JULY 7, 1994

by Azfar Hussain

HE man in the corner
catches hold of a sandwich
calling it ‘the real’:
his bites, broken and bound,
breathe signs on the street,

into a ‘no’, or into an ‘yes':
see, the land is breathing blood
see, the land is breathing fire.

Does it mean that

there is

always a wound

on the back of the night,
in the voice of the poem?
The flower then does not die

in the move

that you make, here and now.

Here are moments

that chase death

and darkness out of this orbit,
while the syllable in your breath
sparkles, lengthens across time
now tossed in the noises they
make in the messages one by one.

See, your children, your sons
and daughters keep

faring forward,
as you,
and coming

mother, keep coming back
back to the real:

love and life and struggle
keep animating a poem here
yet to be written. :

Preview of a Fatwa!

News and Feature Serv-

A jce report in Aajker Ka-
goj of 5 June claims

that fatwas have directly and
indirectly caused death and
victimisation of over 50
women in remote villages in
Bangladesh. .Laocal protests
were silenced by ; rofecting
fatwa as a customary practice.
Since many of these incidents

took place surreptitiously.

there was little time for
counter action. Nevertheless
prosecution cases were initi-
ated in most cases, and in the
first matter relating to Nurje-
han's death in Chattokchora
village in Maulvi Bazar, Maulana
Mannan, the fatwabaz and 8
others have been convicted by
the additional district magis-
trate. The case against the ac-
cused in the murder by fatwa
of Nurjehan of Madhukhali has
been dismissed. A charge
sheet has been issued against
11 aeccused In the death of
Feroza instigated by fatwa.
Despite this it seems that
the fatwabaz feel sufficiently
confident to announce the ex-
ecution of their fatwa in ad-
vance. On 17 June. Bhorer
Kagoz ran a report from its
correspondent in village Dhan-
sher in Kasba, Brahmanbaria,
informing the readers of the
advance notice of a fatwa to be
executed on 12 July. Accord-

ing to this report.
"Maulana Fazlul Haqg and the

salish chairman Azizul Haq
have accused a young girl
Shapnahar, who had earlier
been raped, of zina and de-
clared a public lashing on 12
July.” Is this advance notice
being given'to allow everyone a
grandstand view of the grue-
some violations of human
rights in Bangladesh? The
Maulana and his accomplices
appear to feel they are above
the law of the country.
Numerous other cases
where mosque Imams or
maulanas may have taken law
into their own hands under
the excuse of customary prac-
tice may by now have been in-
terred into local history and
will not surface into national
news. The report on fatwa has
appeared in the same paper
twice before and has reap
peared in other papers this
week. Wil this press informa-
tion induce the law enforce-
ment agency to preempt the
perpetuation of such illegal
acts? The Mahila Parishad and
Ain O Salish Kendra met the
Inspector General of FPolice
who reassured them that the
police would investigate the
matter. Perhaps the local ad-
ministration and law enforcing
agencies will take serious note
of the threat to the entire so-

ciety by the continued viola
tions of the law in the name of
fatwa

— Ain O Salish Kendra

N June 25, Mis Jana
O nara Imam. Chach!i to
many. and mother Lo
many more, lost her battle

wilth cancer and died peace

fully in a far off land h was a
cruel blow to a generation ol
men and women We who
knew her well are over

whelmed by the news. Her
death gives us all a sense of
being orphaned, a feeling of
being torn away from a world
gone forever. a memory, a way
of life that held a generation
together in a unique bond.

My memory of her goes
back many many years. |
watched her. from the veran-
dah of my grandfather's flat in
Azimpur Colony. | remember
her as a woman ol unusual
grace and beauty and having a
striking resemblance with the
most famous Bangla film
heroine of the day. | was too
young to understand the im-
plication of that resemblance
but evervone
rushed to the verandah to get a
glimpse of her when her rick
shaw would come by. Even my
grandfather would suddenly
ask for his spectacles to get
better look.

But that was really a very
long time ago. My next en-
counter with her was when
her son Rumi, became a friend
of mine at Dhaka University.
Their's was a mother-son rela-
tionship based on total admi-
ration. Rumi adulated his
mother for her intellect, her
wit. her charm and beauty. His
face would just light up talking
about her and he just loved to
introduce his friends to her.
On the other hand, he was the
apple of her eyes, her dearest
precious possession. It was a
treat teo visit Rumi because
Chachi would shower affection
on everyone close to him. She
had a way of making us feel
comfortable and her natural
acceptance of his friends, both

in the house .

JAHANARA IMAM

Lighting the Torch of Courage for Us All

by Shaheen Anam

She spoke of the common man, the injustices of society, the emancipation of women

and she

spoke of freedom. She spoke of her beloved son whose martyrdom she carried like a badge.
‘"Whenever I see Rumi's face in my imagination I see the map of

She once said to me

Bangladesh'.
males and females made her a
favorite among our Ifriends
parerits

And then «ame the Wai
Our liberation war the war
that tore [amilies and iriends
apari, that scparated forever
mothers and sons. husbands

and wives. Inends and {amilies
Rumi and Jahanara (hachi
were a part of thal process
Rumi. our brave and noble

friend gave his life for his
motherland and Chachi losl
forever her adored son. But in
return she became the mother
to. an entire generation. ol
freedom fighters and all those
who value liberty and freedom
Rumi was captured on Lhe
night of 29th of August 1971
It was during that time that |
really came to know her. Later
we heard of the dignily and
pride with which she dealt
with Rumi’'s captors. Though
her heart broke with valour
she let him go. Yes, she tried
to secure his release but with
the same dignity and courage
that marked her indomitable
personality. For me it was a
human drama unfolding before
my very eyes as | watched this
beautiful dignified women
completely shattered and
slowly withering away in the
knowledge of her sons captiv-
ity. The knowledge of what
Rumi was enduring at the
hands of his captors was some-
thing we, his friends were
finding hard to endure. For his

i b e

mother it was a living night-
mare. Yet, during all those

months, she did not break or
bend. She passionately be-

lleved in her sons nfission and
made it her own,

Her hope. her vigil ended
on 17 December when all the
others who were captured re-
turned without Rumi. Hysteri-
cally we rushed to her house,
with uncontrolled tears In our
eyes. | do not remember very
well who else went but Shaha-
dat Chowdhury, Editor. Weekly
Bichitra, and my friend
Shireen Huq were with me. We
went to find a composed and
quiet 'Chachi’ in the liv-
ing room. Yes she cried, the

in her heart. Yet, in that hour
of grief she sald something
that wil remain etched forever

forgive them". .
in stunn
looked at her,

silence we
Is this

Rayerbazar. Chachi was right. it
is a sight that | will never for-
get as long as | live. The sight
of the mutilated. tortured
bodies of the most revered
personalities of eur society
built up an anger and anguish
within me and [ too have never
forgotten and have never for-
given. ;

From then onward, her
story is known to all. The beau-
tiful teacher, housewife and
mother turned her grief into
one of the finest exampie of
courage. fortitude and re-
silience. She single mindedly
carried on the itorch of free-
dom. the torch that her son
and thousands like him had lit
to seek justice. Her beok
"Ekatturer " moved and
touched the entire nation. She
sincerely believed that those
responsible for the killing,
rape and mutilation of our

OMEN ul:ntre;:ul"t:ru:i.nrl'L
Ship is not a new th-
ing in Bangladesh,
although its scope has never
been as wide as it is now. With
banks and other institutions
becoming more woman —
friendly getting credit is much
easier many Wwoinen
to start thieir own business.
This was not the case say
even a decade ago. Apart from
bging viewed with suspicion.
the main obstacle to women
entrepreneurship was finance.
Without personal funds or sup-
port from one's husband,

' starting a business for a

woman, was next to impossi-
ble. Banks too, were reluctant
to give loans to women who
did not have any assets to offer
as collateral. it was therefore
quite a ch when Gee-
tiara Chowdhury decided to
create her own advertisement
company in 1973. Twenty
years later she is now the
Managing Director of a thriving
company ADCOM, that handles
accounts with names as big as
Lever Brothers, Duncan Tea
and Organon.

The road to success, how-

ever, has been far from
smooth, In 1973, Geetiara had

the brains. the drive and the
.creativity for her dream to
come frue, but no money. A
50.000 taka deposit was
needed just to getl accredited
to the newspaper association, a
requirement for any adver-
Hsement company. "l had to go
from pillar to post, says
Chowdhury passionately, "t6
get a bank guarantee”. "Most
people discouraged me, by
saying 'you can't do it,’ 'you're a
woman’, 'its too much pres-
sure’,” Geetiara, determined
and undaunted ultimately got a
loan for 50.000 taka from Ut-
tara Bank without any collat-
eral. She formed her company,
which at that tinre consisted of
a tiny room with no fan. six

people and her experience
from the ad agency she had
worked for previously. Geetiara
spent most of the time getting
business, econvincing people
that her company was just as
good or better than any other.

With a new agency and that too
headed by a woman. Geetiara
says she had to prove her

Making Waves in Business

get

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

"I had to go from
pillar to post, says
Chowdhury passion-
ately, "to get a bank
guarantee”. "Most
people discouraged
me, by saying ‘you
can't do it,” 'youre a
woman’, ‘its too mu-

LS ] ]

ch pressure,

worth twice over.

So what is it that attracts
her in this business? Says the
Managing Director of a {irm
that has bagged one-third of all
television advertisements, "It's
the variety of people | hawe to

Geetiara hnwdhwy

deal with all the time". "Every
day we talk of several different
things and everyday we have to
come up with new ideas,” she
adds with an excited gleam on
her face,

Apart from the prospect of

is also a problem
which, says Geetiara, leaves no
choice but to hire amateurs
and train them. Limitations are
also created by the fact that

Bangladesh does not have the
luxury of other countries of

media being owned by the gov-
ernment. All this instead of

the 60s in Karachi and later
bringing out the Annual East
Pakistan Number exclusively

high enough to be one of the
successful business

women of this country.

o

Y grandfather was a
man of considerable
, much sought

_ after for his services and

advice. "The source of this

prestige was not wealth; it was
the fact that he had ten chil-
dren, that all of them survived,
and that eight of them were
boys. , :

In .that sense, little has
changed in the decades which
have seen- so much change in
other spheres. In Africa, as in
many parts of the world, a
woman who gives birth to
three boys will consider her-
self fortunate. and be much
admired, while her neighbour
who has three daughters will
be an object of pity. If the two

| meet, both are shy and embar-

rassed at the great contrast in
their fortunes. If the same cir-
cumstance arose in those many
parts of Asia In which the
dowry system still prevails,
then the consequences would
be even more severe; a family
with t girl children might
well face financial ruin, °

The challenge we face is
the challenge of moving to the
point at which these all-impor-
tant differences are of no im-
portance. It is an immensely
long road to travel. The Fourth
World Conference on Women,
to be held in Befjing in 1995,
will be both a milestone and a

signpost.

The Lever of Education

The challenge is essentially
one of finding practical levers
to bring about change in the
years iinmediately ahead. And |
think there can be little doubt
that the most powerful of
those levers is eduecation. An
educated woman almost always
has more value and status in
the eyes of her husband, her
family and her community. She
is likely to have more aware-
ness, more opportunities,

Change for the Last and the Least

more choice, and more confi-
dence. Even if all else remains
unchanged, and even if the ed-
ucated woman still- has no op-
portunities outside the home,
her position is still likely to be
transformed; she is more
likely, for example, to share in
family decisions about how
many children to have, how to
bring them up, how to spend
money, how to organize do-
mestic life, aned how to care for
her own and her family's
health. Her husband will also

treat her in a different, less

dictatorial way, and she will be
less susceptible to bullying and
intimidation by her in-laws. All
of this inevitably, if slowly,
raises the woman's status, and
makes it more likely that the
gender conditioning of the
next generation will be less
severely discriminatory.

Family Planning

The second great force for
transforming the lives of
women in the developing
world is the spread of family
plarming services. The number
of children born to a woman
has a fundamental impact on
her health. on her time and
energies, on her freedom and
opportunities, and on the
chances of her children grow-

ing up healthy and educated.
Women's Health

A third lever is direct ac-
tion to improve the health of
women and girls. Too often,
females eat last and least: and
if they want to be well thought
of and well treated, then they
are taught that they must, in
all circumstances, conside;
the needs of others first. When
It comes to health, they are
expected to simply pil n;} with

ok
More attention to a womant's health

.......

needs can prevent the

serious: problemns which undermine her position and capacity
— photo- The Progress of Nations, Unicef

problems which, in males,
would he complained about
and acted upon. A girl or a
woman is expected to work
even if she is quite seriously
ill; a boy with a headache will
be told to lie down. A woman is
expected to bear pain and suf-
fering with fortitude. She is
told she will shame her par-
ents if she cries in labour. And
she knows that the more suf-
fering she can bear the more
she will be praised. Boys — and
often men too — are fused over
and attended to when they are
the slightest bit ill.

This neglect of the health
needs of women leads to seri-
ous problems and to a further
undermining of their position
and their capacities. In the de-
veloping world, over 40% of
women suffer from iron-defi-
ciency anaemia. In some, the
lack of attention to health and
nutrition during childhood and
puberty leads to great difficulty
during the years of child-bear-
ing and is a major cause of the
low-birth-weight syndrome
which does no much to per-
petuate malnutrition and poor
growth from one generation to
the next. Worldwide, 500, 000
women die every year from the
complications that arise during
pregnancy and:labour — and
many times that number are
left with injuries, illnesses,
and disabilitles which can be
embarrassing, painful, debili-
tating, lifelong — and which
undermine their health and
their strength and their op-
portunities

Women's Technology

A fourth powerful lever is
the kind of technology that
lightens the burden on women
in the developing world rather

than increasing it. These tech-
nologies are not usually expen-
sive. Standpipes and hand-
pumps. small ploughs and
tools to help with the weeding
and harvesting. powered grain-
grinding mills, and cooking
stoves t mean that only half
as much firewood needs to be
collected — these are the
technologies that could save
millions of women hours of
drudgery every day, improving
health and releasing time and
energy for more productive

PUrpoacs.

By and large, the technology
already exists. But there is too
big a gap between those who
create it and those who need
it, and there is too*much bu-
reaucracy in the attempt te
make technology available to
poor and often illiterate
women., The result is a
plethora of appropriate-tech-
nology exhibitions and demon-
stration centres in capital ci-
ties — while millions of women
expend their time, their
health. and their energies in
fetching and carrying and
pounding.

Synergisms

It is this powerful set of
practical, affordable. and mu-
tually reinforcing changes — in
education. family planing,
health. and women's tech-
nologies — that could do most
to bring about the beginnings
of a transformation for many
millions of women in the de-
veloping world

(serirde Mongella LS he
Secretary (e neral of the Fourth
World Conjerence on Women to be
held in Bejjing in Sep-tember
1995 After holding several minis

terial posts in the Government aof
Mnzanu. she servedd as her coun

try s High Commisswoner o India
before taking wup her present ap

poin tmeni



