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Baggio delays
Italy's flight

FOXBORO. Massachusetts.
July 6: Roberto Baggio aborted
ltaly's flight home moments
before lake-off on Tuesday, re-
ports Reuter.

"ltaly were already on the
plane and | stopped it." said
lost.

'We have recovered the

we all wanted, the man

who can take us forward.” said

Italian Football Federation
president Antonio Matarrese.

Italy were a goal down and

one man short when Baggio

"@lipped his marker Sunday

I‘iilwumﬂﬁ'mnthcpun]ty
. spot 12 minutes into extra
time took his tally to 21 39 in-

The goals helped the pony-
tailed Juventus player to put
behind him a disappointing
first round in which his use-

5

fulness to the team was

crucidl second match against
Norway.

Sacchi chose Baggio as the
man to make way for reserve
goalkeeper Luca Marchegiani
and a fighting perfarmance
mltalythrtmgh 1-0.

"I hope we've made the
breakthrough. This squad has
so much character,” said Euro-

an footballer-of-the-year

[talian press
hails Baggio

ROME, July 6: After three
poor . star stri-
iﬂ'mmﬂnluj’tﬂ-

at the World Cup and
Italian dailies Wednesday qui-
ckly reversed their earlier
criticism, reports AP.

La Gazzetta dello Sport ran
8 Hlnlﬂutn
Baggiooooo!” and I
wrote, “Forza Buddha”™ (Let's
Go Buddha), referring to Bag-
gio's religious preference.

italians had nearly given up
hope of defeating Nigeria at
Foxboro, Mass. when with two
minutes left, Baggio scored the
- goal that tied the game 1-1
and gave ltaly a chance for
victory. '

Baggio came alive after the
goal, and when Italy were
awarded a penalty kick in
‘overtime the striker tallied
again sealing off the outcome.

“italy saved by the pony
tail.,” wrote Il Giorno, refer-
ring to Baggio's hairstyle.

Italians
celebrate

ROME. July 6: Italians
danced in the streets and
jumped iinto fountains on
Tuesday to celebrate their soc-
cer team's thrilling.comeback
victory over Nigeria which
kept their World Cup hopes
alive. Reuter.

Fireworks went off from the
Alps to as soccer-mad
Italians poured onto the
-streets and motorcades of flag-
draped cars honked horms and
brought traffic to a halt in
many cities.

“The whole muntr]r held its
breath for 120 minutes,” said
the television presenter who
read the late evening news

with the 2-1 victory in the .

United States.
Durilil; the match, the
streets were silent as the

spectre of a defeat
at the hands of the Africans
hung over the country. until
almost the last minute.

But after the final whistle
supporters cracked open bot-
tles of wine at fan clubs
throughout the country as Italy

~ were, given another chance of
repeating their triumph in the
1982 World Cup in Spain.

Basler returns

home

CHICAGO, July 6: German
midfielder Mario Basler rushed

home from the World Cup fi-,

nals on Tuesday to be with his
wife who is having problems
with her pregnancy. reports

German ; press chief
Wolfgang Niersbach said the
Werder Bremen player had
flown to Germany in the after-
noon to see his wife Anke. who
had been taken to hospital in
pain. She is tlght months'
pregnant.

ﬁﬂk’f 25, who had yet to
start-a game at the World Cup
finals, only took an overnight
bag with him and was ex-
pected to return to the Untied
States il no major problems
occurred.
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| Yekini blames Westerhof

FOXBORO, July 6:

r j Nigerias star

striker Rashidi

£ Yekini launched a

bitter attack on

codch Clemens

Westerhol and his leam-maies

after his country’s 2-1 defeat

by Italy in the World Cup

second round on Tuesday.
reports Reuter.

Yekini blamed Westerhof for
tactical folly and said his team-
mates refused to pass him the
ball as the Africans were dra-
matically eliminated, from the
tournament.

I have always been against
Lthis coach.” he said of Dutch-
born Westerhof. "It is no secret
that | don't like him and he
doesn't like me. | tried to go
against him long ago but my
teammates did not support
me.

‘As a result.
out of the game
the ball.”

Yekini also criticised the
replacement of fellow attack-
ers, Daniel Amokachi and
Emmanuel Amunike., with

| was played
I never saw

midfield players

Amokachi, who was injured
in the first half, was substi-
tuted by Mutiu Adepoju, while
Thompson Oliha was a second-
half change lor Amunike.

RASHIDI YEKINI

‘Westerhof should have
brought in another attacker to
help me.” sald Yekini, who at
30 added he was unsure about
his future international career.

He was the only

e e & et
of at the

Stadium.

1 have mixed * sald
teenage midficlder
Oliseh., whe will join talian
club Reggiana next month.

Tm disappointed that we
lost but I'm happy that we put
up a good show today,” he said.

“We just have 1o accept the
defeat like men.” added
winger Finidi George. "1 hope
we can do better in 1998."

Defender Augustine Egua-
voeri. who conceded the extra
time penailty that led to the

defeal. said no one player was
to hlame

“When you touch any player
in your own 18-yard box there
is always a chance that you are
going to give away a penalty. |
think we now have to put this
behind us and look forward.”

Added Oliseh: "We were
leading with just two minutes
1o go and we were enjoying
ourselves. We made a mistake,
but that's football.

HERO OF THE MOMENT: Roberto Baggio (2nd L) is congratulated by teammates Koberto Ihanddum (L), Daniele Massaro
(19) and Dino Baggio after grabbing a last-minute equaliser against Nigeria in their World Cup second round match at the
Foxboro Stadium on Tuesday. It.aly won 2-1 in extra -time to advance to quarter finals.

— AFP photo

ARCADIA, Calif,
' July 6: "Which
slogan do you
prefer.,” a Roma-
nian-American
journalist asked
midfielder Gheorghe Hagi at a
press conference: "Hagi for
President' or "King Hagi?"

Hagi wasn't biting.

“Neither one." he said.

"Just 'Hagi the player.™

As Romania prepare for
their knockout quarterfinals
game with Sweden Sunday at
Stanford Stadium, team offi-
cials and players are trying to
keep from getting earried away
with star power and past suc-
cess, reports AP.

"l forgot everything that has
happened, starting with yes-
terday.” said coach Anghel
lordanescu.

"As we begin our prepara-
tions for Sweden,” lordanescu
said, "first we must get all the
players with their feet on the
ground.” o

As Hagi doodled on a note-
pad at the end of the dais, lor-
danescu revealed that he had
chastised Romania‘'s number
10 after the first-round 4-1
loss to Switzerland.

"l was not happy with the
way he performed in the game
with Switzerland,” lordanescu
said.

lordanescu admitted that
Hagi is to Romania what Ma-
radona was to Argentina and
what Cruyff was to the Dutch.

Hagi shrugged off a question
about his famous mood chan-
ges. The 29-year-old said that
he has been playing profe-
ssionally for 12 years and

suggested that everybody has
bad days.

"In life you have up and
downs.,” he said. "In the mor-
ning you don't wake up in the
same way.

"Now | am together with my
team,” he said. "I have the
chance to be in this new gen-
eration of Romanian soccer
players.”

lordanescu said his team's
expectations do not stop with

the quarterfinals.

"Some say we are dreaming
too much,” he said. "But thro-
ugh equilibrium and balance on
the field, anybody can dream
as much as they want."

lordanescu said that the
team felt the absence of stri-
ker Florin Raducioiu in their
1-0 victory over Argentina in
the round of 16.

Burdened with two yellow
cards in first-round play,
Raducioiu had to sit out the
Argentina game.

lordanescu said the team

GHEORGHE HAGI

has #lso missed midfielder
loan Sabau, whose injuries
kept him home.

lordanescu declined to re-
veal how he will field his play-
ers against Sweden.

“Each coach is choosing his
own system,” he said, based on

the players they have.

- "For Sweden it is not going *

to be an easy situation,”
lordanescu said. "The game
will be balanced and the situa-
tions will be created on the
field.” :

Romania's anti-Communist
revolution in December 1989,
lordanescu said, has freed the

B

proceedings.

UNPHE’[’EDLNTED f)ﬁ'iclﬂl r&plamng I:-h&- gual pust durmg
the Mexico versus Bulgaria World Cup second round match
at the Giants Stadium, after one of the Mexican players

pulled the supporting rod down leading to the collapse of the
structure. It caused several minutes' hold up in the

— AFP photo
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Hagz keeping a low profile |

Romanian soccer players to
develop.

"Our country has always
possessed talented players,” he
said. "In the past political sys-
temn, players could not culti-
vate their own image and per
sonality. _

"Now they are showing what
they can give. They are allowed
to sign contracts and to show
their true value.”

Spurs, Barcelona

want Hagi

ARCADIA, California, July 6:
Romania captain Gheorghe
Hagi saild on Tuesday he was
flattered by reports linking
him with Bareelona and Tot-
tenham, but said he would not
make any decisions about his
future until after the World
Cup, reports Reuter,
~“H Mr Cruyfl at Barcelona is
interested in me., | am de-
lighted, and if Tottenham are
interested in me that is a very
high compliment from an
English club. .

“But F cannot think about
those things now. | am here in
the United States. with
Romania in the World Cup and
nothing else matters to me.

"Once it's over that's a dif-
ferent . I would be happy
to play one day and
| would be happy to go back to
Spain. but [ anr still a Brescia
player and that's fine with me
too.

Reports in both the Roma-
nian and Italian press have
linked Hagi with a move from
Italy.

Gazzetta Dello Sport said
Tottenham had offered Hagi
personal terms of 1 million
dollar a year for three years
and that Tottenham's owner
Alan Sugar was due in Italy on
Thursday for talks with Bres-
cia's president Gino Corioni.
Barcelona are understood to
have offered a slightly better
deal.

Hagi had a spell on trial

with Nottingham Forest in .

England but never played for
the first team.

He has played in Spain,
spending two seasons with
Real Madrid after Italia "90 and
he might relish a move to
Real’'s arch rivals Barcelona
after never him-
sell in the capital.

He move to Brescia at the
start of the 1992-93 season
and although Brescia were rel-
egated to Serie B at the end of

that campaign. they have just
been promoled.

Bandura Holy
Cross school
b'ball champs

Sports Reporter

Bandura Holy Cross School
clinched the National King Fan
school basketball title winning
the final against St Gregory
School 74-54 at the NSC
wooden floor gymnasium yes-
terday.

Holy Cross School who
never appeared to be threat-
ened by the the fancied St
Gregory School led the first
half 41-28.

Saiful who spearheaded his
side's easy victory emerged as
the runaway top scorer with a
haul of 45 points. The winners
caged 33 against St Gregory's
26 in an evenly contested sec-
ond sesslon.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadeque Hossain dis-
tributed prizes among the
winners, Managing director of
the sponsor National King
Electrical Industries Habibu-
llah was also present on the

| occasion as the special guest.

quits

FOXBORO, Massachusetts
July 6: Nigerta coach Clemens
Westerhof confirmed his res-
ignation after their World Cup
exit on Tuesday. reports
Reuter.

“That's it," said Westerhof,
in charge for five tempestuous
years, following the 2-1 defeat
by Raly.

The Dutch-born coach. who
led Nigeria to the African
Championship in April. has
long said he would quit at the
end of Nigeria's Weorld Cup
campaign.

“That was my last gas . m
proud to have been in c.iarge
of Nigeria for five years and
thank all those p-ople who
have supported .e and hel-
t]_:nc-:l me bring this team this
ar.”

Asked about his future, he
said: "Now I'm going to the ho-
tel to help my wife celebrate
her birthday, then I'm going to
Disney World with my 12-year-
old son.”

Westerhof praised his play-
ers for their performance
against the Italians. "l said be-
fore that we wanted to be the
surprise team of this tourna-
ment and I think now we are.

"It was a very good match,
but victory was two minutes
too far away. He did our best
but luck was not on our side."

Westerhof has had a love-
hate relationship with both
Nigeria and its players since
taking over the post in 1979.

He often "resigned” in a
bluff tactic to force the hand of
Nigerian sports officials.

Keshi calls
it aday

MANSFIELD, Massachu-
setts, July 6: Nigerian captain
Stephen Keshi, dropped for
his team's World Cup defeat by
Italy on Tuesday, said he was
retiring from Inter~ational
soccer, reports Reiter.

At the sz .c ume, the 33-
year-old deiender launched a
bitter attack on coach Clemens

-
{

STEPHEN KESHI
Westerhof after the 2-1 loss to

the ItaHans in the second
round at Foxboro Stadium.

Keshi accused the Dutch-
born coach, who resigned ear-
lier on Tuesday from his posi-
tion, of leaving out key players
because of personal grudges.

"I was not picked for the
team because | stood up to
him. Samson Siasia was also
left out because he criticised
the coach,” he said.

Westerhof had a row with

the Nigerians last week over .

the right of player's wives to
stay in the team hotel.

Keshi said Westerhof de-
served little credit for the
Africans' showing at the World
Cup, where they finished top
of their opening-round group
and came within two minutes
of eliminating three-time
champions Italy on Tuesday.

"He was not a coach. He
only did a lot of talking. | pro-
tected him for five years only
because he stood up for the
rights of the players on money
we were owed by the federa-
tion." he said.

ORLANDO, July 6:
The Dutch World
Cup squad took a
well earned day
olf today as they

58
contemplated the

that life without

prospect
Marco van Basten and Ruud
Gullit may not be so bleak as

they thought, reports Reuter.

Monday's 2-0 win over
Ireland carried the
Netherlands to the quarter-[i-
nals for the first time since the
golden days in 1974 and 1978
when they finished as losing
finalists.

More importantly a com-
pelling, all-round performance
in which Dennis Bergkamp led
by example showed at last that
the Dutch are not just title
contenders on paper but en
the field as well,

Van Basten's career Lhreat-
ening ankle injury and Gullit's
highly publicised walkout just
before the finals looked likely
to leave the Dutch team with-
out the leaders capable of mak-
ing the men from the lowlands
scale the heights of success.

An unimpressive and tricky
passage through Group F
seemed to confirm the view
that the Dutch were a little
short of true class but the Irish
match ¢ all that.

Trainer Dick Advocaat, who
would naturally have liked both
of the missing stars on his
squad, was highly delighted
with his new-found team.

"We are very satisfied that
we have also played most of
the last two years without both
Gullit and Van Basten,” he said,

Gullit played in just three
World Cup qualifying matches
before- he quit the side in an
earlier disagreement with
Advocaat over tactics and Van
Basten appeared in only two
before his injury.

In their absence, the
clockwork orange machine has
certainly not run down and
Bergkamp is the man who is
winding it up.

The blond forward struck
for his second goal in as many
matches on Monday. taking his

tally to 21 in Ebgamcsfnr his

-hi"ﬁl

| reports Reuter.

country
The 25-year-old Inter Milan

player used to prefer to get his
goals on darting runs from
midfield but these days he is
leading the attack from a cen-
tre-forwgrd position and doing
it with sfyle and relish.

But the blossoming Dutch
team who take on World Cup
favourites Brazil in a daunting
test in Dallas on Saturday are
much more than just a vehicle

Holland
the team
to waich

DALLAS, July 6: The Ne-
therlands, and not favourites
Brazil, are the most exciting of
the eight sides left in the
World Cup, according to the
officials statistics. reports
Reuter.

The Dutch. who face Barzil
in Saturday's quarter-final in
Dallas, have had 80 shots at
goal in their four matches, but
are struggling to convert their
chances into goals.

Brazil rank only fifth among
the quarter-finalists, with 63
shots, but they boast one goal
more than the Dutch.

Spain. who are joint-highest
scorers with Sweden, on nine,
have a far higher ration of
shots on target than the Dutch.

Of 62 shots at goal in four
games. 32 have been on target,
compared with the Dutch
whose aim has been true only

on 28 occasions.
But the Dutch boast a

greater depth of attacking tal-
ent, with four players — Dennis
Bergkamp, Win Jonk, Ronald
HKoeman and Brian Roy — all
shooting in double figures and
three of them scoring, while
Brazil have only two, Romario
and Bebeto. and Spain rely
heavily on Fernamndo Hierro
and Juan Gokoetxea. |

Of the other quarter-final-
ists, Sweden rank second in
number of shots with 68.

The other teams who made
the final eight are Bulgaria,
Romania, Germany and [taly.

Dutch emerge from shadow

for Bergkamp's skills.

Despite criticism of his lack
of pace, Ronald Koeman con-
linues 1o be a tower of
strength in central defence

even though he has got
forward as yet to his

fearsome free kicks and long-
range shots.

In midfield, Bergkamp's
inter teammate Wim Jonk
pulled the strings perfectly
against the Irish in the ab-
sence of the suspended vet-
eran Jan Wouters but it was
Lhe attack which was most tm-
pressive.

Unlike other teams at the
World Cup, the Dutch are play-
ing not with one but twe
wingers and young Mare
Overmars and Peter van
Vossen proved the fatal thorns
in Ireland's side.

Overmars, a 2]1-year-old
Ajax Amsterdam flanker, was
simply brilllant as he
past o ts at will and
caused confusion and panic by
constantly switching wings.

Advocaat's belief in wing
approach play has led him to
field no less than four
in the tournament so far with
Bryan Roy and Gaston Taument
also appearing in most®
matches.

The trainer's faith in attack-
ing soccer leaves the Dutch
vulnerable at the back with
only three out-and-out defend-
ers in Koeman, Frank de Boer
and Stan Valckx.

But the defence held up su-
perbly against Ireland with
midfielders Jonk, Robert
Witschge, Aron Winter and
Frank Rijkaard all providing
exira cover and support in
midfield.

"1 think the defence played
really well,” Advocaat said.

" "They didn't give away too
many chances.”

How they will cope with
Romario and Bebeto on
Saturday may be another mat-
ter but the Dutch go into the
game without any complexes,
knowing victory would make
them favourites for the title.

Charlton decides to oblige

DUBLIN, July 6:
Jack Charlton,

of the Irish foot-
ball team, bowed
to a Transatlantic
clamour on Wednesday and

to attend an on-off Dub-
lin party for Ireland's homeco-
ming World Cup heroes,

"I've spoken to him
(Charlton) in the last five min-
utes and he's going to attend,”
the chief executive of the Irish
Football Association (FAI) told
Irish Radio from his base in
America.

Charlton said t:a.rlil:r that he
would not be coming because
of television commentary
commitments but was per-
suaded to take part in the
event after the government in-
tervened to overturn its can-
cellation and host what is
billed as the party of the year.

The event, in *Dublin’s
Phoenix Park, was called off
when it appeared that few of
the leading players or
Charlton would be coming but
Prime Minister Albert
Reynolds' government urged
the organisers to think again.

Chariton and &bout 19 of
the 22-man squad are due to
fly into Dublin Airport on
Thursday to be met by
Reynolds and thousands of
fans — much to the disap-
pointment of employers weary
of stay-away or hungover
World Cup fans

The employers association
(IBEC) said it was sorry that
the everit had been arranged
for midday because hundreds
of thousands of people would
abandon their places of work
early — as they have done for

English manager .

the past three weeks of Irish
World-Cup action.

But the Irish Congress of
Trade Unions urged employers
to allow their staff to attend
the gala and promised that
lost hours could be made up at

¢ 4 later date,

Between 100,000 and half a
million people are expectied to
pack Phoenix Park.

Ireland’'s progress through
the early rounds of the World
Cup before its 2-0 knockout
defeat by the Netherlands on
Monday night has turned nor-
mal life on its head, created a

JACK CHARLTON

de facto four-day week and
caused widescale absenteeiam,
employers complain

They had hoped life would
return to normal after

Ireland’'s exit but the Phoenix
Park could mean a slow
wind-down to. another long

Gharlton had earlier told
Irish Radio, which was deluged
with calls urging him to come
to Dublin, that his TV work
had been arranged for weeks
in advance and organisers
were aware.,

"l can't change my mind.
I'm contracted to work for TV,
I've been doing it for two

months and when | finish in
the World Cup ! go to Dallas.”

he told Irish Radio earlier on
Wednesday. *

Several key players includ-
ing captain Andy Townsend
had said they would not be
coming to Dublin — it is home
to few of the players because
most are members of English
or Scottish clubs and live in
Britain.

But most will now attend,
organisers said, and Charlton
denied that they had been paid
to do so.

"l am hurt by suggestions
that 1 am opting out of the
homecoming — even more by
snide suggestion that, if play-
ers were getting paid for it,
they would go to Dublin," he
told the Irish Times,

The teams World Cup
progress, which included an
historic 1-0 win over ltaly in
the opening game on June |8,
united Ireland in a show of na-
tional pride

Beer consumption was re-
ported to have risen by 20 per
cent, the festivities even sur-
vived a shortlived bar staff
strike and the mood of eupho-
ria overshadowed a mounting
list of labour and political dis-
putes facing the government.



