78 rescued
from hands

of traffickers

SATEKHIRA. July B Bangla
desh Rifles rescued some 78
people including 39 women
and nine children from a bus
at Taltala border checkpost on
Tuesday, reports UUNH

According te BDR. a gang ol
traffickers collected these
people from two districts with
the assurance to provide them

with good-jobs abroad.
The jqwans on suspicion
challenged the bus while

crossing the checkpost and
moving towards Indian border
carrying these people. Sensing
the BDR arrival, the traffickers
tactfully managed to escape.

The victims hailed from
Gopalgan] and Faridpur dis-
tricts, they said. '

Later they were handed
over to the police and case was

lodged.
L]
Young girl
rescued!

NARSINGDI, July B Palice
rescued a teen-aged kid-
napped girl fram a Sylhet
bound coach at Bhelenagar bus
station of the town, reports
UNB.

The victim, Ruma Begum
19, daughter of Arman Bhuiyan
of Kharakmara village in
Shibpur thana was kidnapped
by a gang of armed miscreants
of the same village on June 1.

Arman Bhuilyan complained
that the miscreants numbering
10 to 12 led by Ripon. Ja-
hangir and Matin attacked his
house at midnight. beat the
inmates and abducted Ruma at
gun point.

He said., the miscreants
used to tease his daughters
whenever they got chances
and finding no other way out,
he brought the matter to no-
tice of village elders. At this
the mastans became angry and
abducted Ruma at dead of
night.

Acting on secret informa-
tion on June 7, police raided
the night coach and recovered

h;m deaths
of five

MAIJDEE COURT, July §:
Five electrical workers were
electrocuted and another re-
ceived serious injuries while

5, fell on the
tried to
-bound train when it
started moving out of
Sirajganj Railway Bazar ‘Station.
Anita and her son got down
from the train to buy biscuits.
but were late to return to
caich the train. They were go-
to a relative's house at
Dhanbandi in sadar thana from
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CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer |

SYLHET .July 5 Erosion by
the river Kushivara Has
grabhed huge arecas ok land
worth about Taka one hundred
crore in five thanas unde:
Svihet. Habigan) Sunamgan
and h"lui_:h'ihar,ar.dlﬁhh ts ol
ing the last one decade A
number ol markets mosgues

schools and cropland on hun

dreds of acres of land have al

ready been eroded by the river
At least four hundred families
have been rendered homeless
in Pailanpur, Tajpur and Lama
Tajpur of Balaganj| thaha of
Sylhet recently. A mosque in
Tajpur was engulfed in the
river few days back. The shrine
of great Saint Hajrat Shah Taj
Uddin (RA) and the mosque
nexi to the shrine are also
threatened by the erosion and
may vanish at any moment

The erosion has alse hit the
villages of Manumukh, Sherpur
Bazar. Hamarkonaand Brahm
angram of Moulvibazar sadar
thana. More than one hundred
commercial establishments
and a mosque have already
been grabbed by the river
there. The new site of the
mosque which was shifted
lately has also been threatened
by the erosion.

Continuous erosion has also
engulfed a good number of
dwelling houses and cropland
in Dighalbak, Paharpur,

The cruel Kush

Fadullah and Natun Kashba vil
lages ol Nabigan)
Hibigan| district and Aighar
Fechirbazar, Ranigan| Bagzar

-;‘i t-- * 2 r"‘ E : e .:- H : : u '.i -

thana in

- o
o = el ekoke
x . ol
k- gt S i

Jalalpur

Jagannathpur thana In
Sunamgan| distrjct. More than
nne hundred shops of Markuli

National

iyara at it again

From Our Correspondent

Ralla Hossalnpur in

Bazar at Baniachang thana ir
Habigan| district have already
vanished by the river eresion
causing a huge loss of proper
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SYLHET: Continuous erosion by the river Kushiyara has already engulfed huge areas of

-

land in four districts of greater Sylhet region. Picture shows a part of the prey of the river at

Pailanpur in Balagan) thana,

— Star photo
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longings during the last few
'_"F".p.’"q.
Meanwhile the government

19 yet the take any effective
measure to save the huge areas
in different thanas of the re-
gion. Different local organisa-
tions and political parties have
demanded for implementation
of iecessary projects to end
such losses from continued
CTOSI0N

A 25-kilometre long
Kushivara dyke was con-
structed long ago from
Sherpur to Markull along the
bank ol the river. Due to- ab-
sence of proper maintenance

and repair works, the dyke has
become (neffectiye causing
damagdes to both -Fl'l')p|an!‘1"i

and dwelling houses. Erosion
fakes a serious turn during the
HIGNSOOT EVETY year

Un repeated requests and
appeals the Bangladesh Water
Developmenf Board had
planned to implement a
scheme to divert the flow of
the river water

Uinfortunately, the scheme
was never implemented and
the fund allocated for the
scheme [Tk 3 crore) still re-

mains unmutilised, it is llls'e_d.

get in the

Fishermen in Kushtia living

KUSHTIA July 5 At least
50.000 fishermen of different
thanas are living under poverty
line due to lack- of proper pa-
tronisation. unplanned con-
struction of embankment. lack
of capital. nonutilisation of
haors rivers. The adverse ef-
fects of the Farakka Barrage is
also one of the reasons of their
hardship. n

It is to be mentioned here
that Kushtia district is sur-
rounded by a large number of
khal, beel and rivers like the
Padma and Gorai with their
tributaries in which the fish-
ermen of these areas catch

fish.
It is further learnt that
there are 3000 waterbodies

and 132 khal and beels mea-
m‘:mng 1050 hectares of water

area. There are 1700 private
ponds in the district which
cover 2000 hectares of area.
Fishes,are being commercially
cultiv in 1000 of the total
ponds and the rest 1000

ponds are lying‘\unutilized.

From Our Correspondent

According to a survey con-
ducted by the Zilla Fishery
Department about 16268 tons
of fishes are required for
Kushtia only but only 5694
tons of fishes are produced a
year.

The survey report added
that pisciculture is not possi-
ble on large scale as the silied
ponds, canals, haors and other
water bodies are not ged
regularly. It is to be mentioned
here previously the greater
Kushtia district had a large
quantity of fisH which were

supplied in different areas of
country after meeting its own
requirement. But the khals®
beels, and haors have been
silted up and contain very little
water with full of water hy-
acinth and weeds for want of

proper care.
The fishermen of the dis-

trict have been facing acute

problems and they are passing
their days in extreme hard-

ship.

under poverty line

As a result numerous fish
ermen of the district have
given up their ancestral pro-
fession for want of working
capital and price hike of fish-

ing egquipment.

An old fisherman told this
correspondent that during the
reign of President Ziaur
Rahman rule they used Lo get

bank loans and other facilities
and the prices of fishing appli-
ances were alse reasonable.
While .other fishermen irl-
formed that the water bodies
had been leased out to the
non-professionals depriving
the genuine ones of the oppor-
tunity. As a result they have
been passing days half fed or
on starvation.’

Experienced circle opined
that to cultivate fish in all the
water bodies government
should lease put the water
bodies (o the genuine
fishermen permanently and
should sanction bank loans on
easy terms and conditions.

Jhenidah: Thousands of people cross this bamboo
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every day. The bridge connects

Isakha_li_ with Bethulia, two important business centres. Despite repeated appeals the
authorities have not yet constructed a proper bridge.
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_ CRYPTOQUIP

HMHWC OFHO OFC XHXA
IMCHOCW IFC MHI BHS-
ZRU MHIR'O WZUFO, MGBHR
FHT H SRZOOCT XWGM.

Yesterday’s Cryptoqu

ip: CARPENTER’S LIVID WIFE,

AFTER LATEST ESCAPADE, DEMANDED:“LEVEI

WITH ME.”

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: M equals W

TheC

ip Is a substitution cipher in which one
letter stands for another. If you think that X

equals O, it

will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short
words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.
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Taka 240 crore plan to
conirol malnutrition
of children under-5

FARIDPUR. Jul 5: Govern
ment has taken up an ambi-
tious programme (o reduce
and control malnutrition of

under-five children in the
country, says an UNB report.
According to a highly

placed sources of the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare,
the 60 millon dollar equiva-
lent to Taka 240 crore World
Bank financed "Bangladesh In-
tegrated Nutrition Project”
(BINP), a community based
malnutrition prevention pro-
gramme, will start functioning
from 1995 in five thanas of five
divisions.

The thanas are Faridpur
sadar of Dhaka Division, Ke
shabpur of Khulna Division.
Gournadi of Barisal Division.
Kamailgonj of Chittagong Divi-
sion and Gabtali of Rajshahi Di-

vision

Thc programme will be ex-

tended for six years in phases

in 42 thanas of the country,
the sources added.
Al present, about 20 million

of under-5 children. out of 23
million are malnourished and
35 per cent of them are
severely affected and about
700 children die every day due
to malnutrition in the country.

The sources further saild
the programme aims at to re-

duce 50 per cent of the pre-
vailing severe protein energy
malnutrition (PEM) among the
under-five children, 50 per
cent reduction of under weight
birth rate, elimination of io-
dine deficiency disorders, vi-
tamin-A deficiency and its
consequences including blind-
ness and empowerment of all
lactating women to breast feed
their children exclusively for
the first five months.
Meanwhile, first meeting of
the BINP was held at the
Faridpur sadar thana audito-

rium on June 18.
It was also addréssed by

Joint Secretary. Azizur Rah-
man, Deputy Commissioner K
M Nurul Huda, Civil Surgeon
Dr Kazi Syed Ahmed.

Tk 15 cr agriculture-

loan lying unrealised

From Our Correspondent

MOULVI BAZAR, July 5: A
total of Taka 15 crore 64 lakh
16 thousand agri-loan dis-
bursed among the borrowers
in Moulvibazar district had
been lying unrealised for long.

Bangladesh Krishi Bank
(BKB) disbursed this amount of
money as loan with a view to
helping the rural farmers and
small entrepreneurs through
its different branches in
Moulvi Bazar district till June
9 this year.

During this period, the BKB
had invested Taka 40 crore 30
lakh and 4 thousand in differ-
ertt sectors as loan.

It is gathered that, the BKB
had taken up a programme to
realise Taka 15 crore 6 lakh
from its borrowers during the
financial year of 1993-94, of
which Taka 13 crore 43 lakh
64 thousand has already been
realised till June 9.

However, the BKB had also

fresh loan of Taka 16 crore 45
lakh among the interested
borrowers during the financial
year of 1993-94.

The loan has béen distribut-
ing in sadar, Rajnagar, Kulaura,
Sreemongal. Baralekha and
Kamalgonj thanas of the dis-
rict.

BKB Moulvibafar Regional
office at Sreemongal source
said the bank has already dis-
tributed more than Taka 13
core 96 lakh from July 1. 1993
to June 6, 1994 to local farm-
ers and small entrepreneurs.

The BKB credit facilities
were extended for dairy-farms,
potatoo-preservation, tea de-
velopment, pineapple farming,
making irrigation and form use
tools, cold stories, tea gardens
development (under EEC
grant), poultry farms, rubber
gardening. food-grain trading,
batel leal farming, . fisheries.
and buying bullocks.

taken up a plan to disburse

Massive water suppl-y'
projects in Chuadanga

From Our Correspondent

CHUADANGA, July 5
Massive water supply pro-
gramme is now being imple-
mented in four thanas of
Chaudanga district.

Under the programme a
total of 145 new hand pump
tubewells are now being in-
stalled in four thanas of the
district of which 65 hand
pump tube wells are being in-
stalled in Chuadanga sadar
thana, 34 in Alamdanga thana,
13 in Damurhuda thana and 38
in Jikannagar thana. In the
meantime installation work of
over 100 hand pump tubewells
have been completed and the
rest works are going on in full
swing,

On the otherhand, resink
ing work of 178 disordered
hand pump tubewells of the
district are also going on (n
fullswing.

Meanwhile over 150 disor
dered hand pump tubewells
have been resunk and the rest
of the 28 tubewells would be
resunk with a few days.

Besides the installation
work of 118 Tara deep sel
tubewells have been completed

in two thanas.

Of the total Tara deep
tubewells 50 have been in-
stalled in Chuadanga sadar

thana and 69 in Damurhuda '
thana.

At present there are 22 kilo
meter water supply pipe line
in Chuadanga town. :
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" District roundﬁb :

CoMiLLA
Rival JCD groups
clash: 10 hurt

July § An armed clash be-
lween two rival groups eof
Jattyabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
workers in and around the
BNP office at Kandirpar in the
town have left ten people in
jured, reports UNB

The clash took place be-
tweenr the two groups on June
24 over the announcement of a
new comimittee of the district
unit of JCD. The twe rival
groups locked in the eclash
with fire arms to establish
thejr supremacy .in the com-
mitiee.

Police constable Khalilur
Rahman was also injured dur-
ing the clash. He was admitted
to Comilla General Hospital
with bullet injury on his right
chest.
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MAGURA
Two killed
In separate
incidents
July.5 Two people. in-
cluding a minor girl, were

killed in separate road acci
dents in two thanas of the dis-
trict, police said, reports UNB.

The dead were identified as
Billal Hossain, 40, son of
Khalihur Rahman of Gangaram
pur in Gopalgan) district and
Puti Khatun. 10, daughter of
Rafiqul Islam of lchowhada vil

in sadar thana

Billal Hossain was killed on
June |4 when two loaded
trucks collided on Magura-
Kamarkhall road killing Billal
on the spot

Police arresied Ead All and
Sekender All, driver and

| helper of a truck respectively.

The driver and the helper of
another truck managed to
escape.

Puti Khatun while crossing
the road was crushed under
the wheels of a speeding truck
on Magura-Jhenidah road on
the following day.

Two separate cases were
filed with the police.

RAJBARI

Blood donation
programme

July ¢ A blood donation
programme was held at the
Rajbari Government .College
campus recently with a view to
setting up a private sector
blood bank in the district, re-
ports UNB.

Fifty students, male and fe-
male donated blood at the pro-
gramme. jointly organised by
the Faridpur Sandhani Club,
district Rover Scouts and Stu-
dents' Union of the Rajbarli
Government College.

On the occasion, a discus-
sion meeting was held with
the Principal and Rajbari-
Commissioner of Rover Scouts
Ehia Islam Mia in the chair,

It was also addressed by
General Secretary of the Ra-
jbari unit of Rover Scouts

i
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1.2 lakh drug
addicts in 16
districts

July §: There are some 1.2
lakh drug addicts in he
northerm 16 disiricts of the
country, said an NGO survey
report, reporis UNB.

The survey report revealed

that most of the drug addicts
are rickshaw-pullers, transport
workers. sweepers and large
number of youths Including -
students.

Phensidyl syrup, heroin, -
ganja and even rectified spirit
are being used for addiction.
These are available in various
medicine and grocery shops.

To meet the cost of their
drugs. the addicts afe often
engaged in siealing. hijacking,
smuggling and other anti-so-
clal activities.

The survey report said most
of the addicis come in the

times just to meet their
curiosity .

Law enforcing agencies
sometimes crack down on
their den but the addicts man-
age 1o escape themselvea due
te Lheir political connections

and other influence.
KUSHTIA

2 killed 1n
road misha
<

July 5t At least
sons were allegedly killed in a
road accident Wednesday at
Laxmipur on Kushtia-Jhenidah
road, reports BSS.

A truck coming to Kushtia
from Jhenidhh from Laxmipur
Bridge by breaking the ralling.
The unfortunate victims are
the driver and the helper.
Kushtia police recovered bod-
ies and sent them for post-
mortem.

BARISAL
22 lakh saplings
10 uc planted

July §: A total of 22 lakh
saplings of different varieties
of timber and fruit bearing
trees will be planted in-Khulna
forest extension division dur-
ing the current season. reports
BSS.

The - division includes
Barisal, Jhalakati, Pirojpur,.
Bagerhat and Khulna.

According to an official
source, government has sanc-
toned Tk 70 lakh for the im-
plementation of the pro-
gramme under thana afforesta-
tion project during the current
SEASOr.

The plants to be planted in-
clude: mehagani, shishu, rain-
tree, silkaral, akashmani, co-
conut, neem, guava, jack-fruit,
nutl, star-apple, black barry.
karal, krishnachura. i

Of the total 1.60.000
saplings, will be planted on
both sides of roads and high-
ways. Besides, 15 lakh saplings
will be distributed among the

Joynul Abedin, President of *PEDPIE at a nominal price.

Faridpur Sandhani Club Dr
Mustafizur Rahman Shamim,
VP and GS of the students'
union of Rajbari College Sirajul
Alam and Nazrul Islam Shimul
respectively.

C'NAWABGANJ

Santhals 1n
extreme poverty

o ‘: Santhals, one of the
90 different tribals in the
country, are the most back-

“ward community due to their

extreme poverty, reports LUUNB.:

Therer are some 50,000
Santhals in the 16 northern
districts. Most of them live in
Chapainawabganj, Rajshahi,
Jo¥purhat, Dinajpur and
Thakurgaon districts.

They mainly live in rural ar-
eas and are as labour-
ers in cropfields and construc-
tion sites to maintain their
livelilhood as most of them
have no land of their.own.

Due to their poverty they
have little access to education.
There are only 2,500 so-called
literate Santhals who can read
and put their signatures only,
according to an NGO source.

Considering their back-
wardness, Santhal Academy
had been set up by late Presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman in various
districts to improve their con-
dition. But these are now not
functioning, it is learnt.

Another report adds: The
annual conference of Ansars
and VDP members of Barisal
district was held at the Barisal
Zilla Auditorium with Major
Sheikh Md Badrul Huda
[retd).., Deputy-Director,
Ansars and VDP, Barisal Range,
Barisal, in the chair on
Wednesday.

Major General Syed Badruz-
zaman, Diréector General,
Bangladesh Ansars and VDP,
was present as chief guest.

The chief guest gave away
prize among the best Ansars
and VDP members.

NOAKHALI

[rregular power
supply disrupts

EPI services

July 5. Extended Pro-
gramme on Immunisation
(EPI} in Hatiya Health Complex
is seriously being hampered
due to erratic power supply to
the complex during the last
two weeks, says UNB.

Immunisations services 1o a
large number of mothers and
children have become uncer-
tain due to the frequent power
disruption in the health com-
plex, local people alleged.

"It has become difficult to
keep the medicines cool due
to the power disruption”, said
a doctor of the complex.

*

JHENIDAH Dr Kamal Hossain, Gano Forum Chief, addressing as chief guest at a public
meeting at Sailkupa high school ground recently.
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