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BGMEA opens health & edn |

centre for child workers

Hy Statt Correspondent

A bhealth wirwd e Jication oel
tre for the child workers of
garments Industry at Malibyg!
in the city was inaugurated
yesterday

The centre was st Up In

Bangladesh Ganuents Manuliv
turers and Exporters Assool
ation, BGMEA

Labour and Manpower Min
ister Abdul Mannan Bhuwan
imaugurating the centre. called

upon the BGMEA o
rehabilitate all the child work
ers of garments industry afte
their retirenchment tn phases
by October 31. The retrenched

children would
some financial benelitls,
minister hoped

The function also ad
dressed by IS Ambassador 1o
Bangladesh David N Merrill
and BGMEA President Redwan
Ahmed, MP. It was presided
over by Mostata Golani knddiis

The minister sipessed the
need for a healthy relationship
between garments factory
owners and workers. I the re-
lationship is nol good or the
workers are under paid the
industry will never be able to”®
progress, he said.

The minister said that the
Labour Ministry had agreed to
allow the BGMEA te manage
some of the welfare centres of
the ministry.

Abdul Mannan Bhuyian un-
derlined the need for research
and said that the government
would help the PEMEA in this

also be given
1 he

Was

Tht US Ambassador appre-
cidted setting up of the health
and-education centre and said,

"This is a progressive chapter
of Bangladesh and we will
speak aboul it in the interma
ttonal arena. The US govern
ment appreciates such en-
deavour.”

He said that at the begin-
ning of the century. the USA
also went through a similar
phase Bangladesh was cur-
rently going through regarding
child labour.

“The. education opporiunity
for these working children will
give them a chance to becomne
more productive, more inde
pendent. Now they will be bet
ter citizens and they will get
better salary,” Merrill added

Redwan Ahmed said that

despite the poor socio-eco

ngmic cendition of the coun-

. try, garments factory owners

had to retrench some 40,000
children from the [actories to
comply with the Harkin's Bill.
He said some 8000 more
children ‘'now working in the
factories would be retrenched
by October 31. The BGMEA
had set up the health and edu-
cation centre to rehabilitate
the children. More such cen-
tres will be set up in the city
and in Narayanganj and

'I‘I':_e BGMEA would also set
up a centre for work-
ers with UNDP assistance of

Tk 821 crore scon, Redwan |

said.

-The 'cenire selL up at
Malibagh provides facilities for
non-formal education of 12
children in a batch. It will have
three shifts a day.

Holland in
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ange shirts, though Irish fans
felt they were harshly treated
by Danish referee Peter
Mikkelsen.

Only one player was booked
— Dutch captain Ronald Koe-
mar for a foul on Irish skipper
Andy Townsend in the 72nd
minute.

But the last of Ortando’s five
World Cup games spelled the
end for the Irish, who fell one
round short of their hest-ever
achievement of 1990 when
they reached the quarter-fi-
nals.

The Dutch, eliminated in
the round by eventual
champions West Germany in
1990, go at least one stage
further this time and play the
winners of the day's ether
‘clash between favourites Brazil
and hosts the United States.

TEAMS _

NETHERLANDS: |-Ed de
Guncy 4-Ronald Koeman. 18-
" Stan Valckx; 2-Frank de Boer,
3-Frank Rijkaard., 20-Aron
Winter, 8-Wim Jonk, 5-Rob
Witschge (16-Arthur Numan
80). 7-Marc Overmars, 10-
Pennis - Bergkamp, 19-Peter
van Vessen (I 1-Bryan Roy 71).

IRELAND: |- Pat Bonner,
12-Gary Kelly. 5-Paul McGrath,
14-Phil Babb, 3-Terry Phelan,
8-Ray Houghton, 6-Roy Keane,
7-Andy Tuwnlcnd 10-John

unt

qtr - finals

(21-Jason McAteer 64) 15
Tommy Coyne (16-Tony Cas-
carino 75). :
Attendance: 61,355
Referee: Peter Mikkelsen
[Denmark)
Yellow Cards: Netherlands:
Ronald Koeman (72)

FIFA decision
on Maradona
August end

DALLAS, Texas, July 4:

Diego Maradona’'s foolball fate -

will be decided by a special
FIFA meeting to be held before
the end of August, the govern-
ing body's General Secretary
Sepp Blatter said here today,
reports AFP.

Maradona. who has been
banned from all football after
testing positive for doping fol-
lowing the Argemtina-Nigeria
World Cup first round match,
could face a life ban. 2

The inquiry will take place
at FIFA headquarters in Zurich.
Switzerland.

“This case is very clear,”
said Blatter. But he added that

-great care would be taken io

make sure justice was done.
Since his World Cup ban
last week Maradona has con-
tinually hinted that someone
was out to get him and he has
attacked FIFA :

Jahanara Imam
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Col.Abu Osman Chowdhury and
Col. Kazi Nuruzzaman were
present at the tarmac.

Besides, a host of relatives,

 friends, comrades, and well-

wishers were present at the
airport.

The steering committee
leaders of the Nirmul Jatiya
Samannay Committee received
the coffin as it was lowered
from the 747 jet.

After customs clearance
the : coffin, bedecked -with
flowers, was put on an open
truck and brought to the lead-
ers waiting with wreaths and
bouquets.

. A munajat was offered at Lhe
alrport auiing salvation of the
departied soul

v Jahanara lmama son Jami,

after alighting from the air-
craft, hugged all the leaders
who consoled him

"I am proud of my mother,”
he told newsmen. "She had al-
ways told me that -she had
thousands of sons besides my-
self to carry on her struggle.”

Outside the airport, thou-
sands of people huddled in
buses, trucks, cars, minibuses
and autorickshaws, followed
the truck carrying her coffin
in a mourning procession.

Wearing black badges and
arm-bands the’' mourners
chanted slogans like "We salute

Shahid Janani,” Down with
talism” and Razakars
of '71 — Beware!”

Vehicular movement on the
15-kilometer-long route from
the airport almost came 0 &
halt as the motorcade slowly
passed by. ;

People lined up on both
sides of the road to pay their
respects 1o  Lhe woman, whe
came to symbolise the mothers
of thousands of sons mgrtyred
in the nine-month-long bloody

War of Independence in 1971.

The procession ended near
the National Museum from
where the body was taken to
her Elephant Road residence
so that relatives could have a
last glimpse of the mother fig-

ure who led a nation-wide ||

campaign against the oppo-
nents of the independence
struggle, including Jamaat
Chief Golam Azam,

This morning. her body will
be taken from the Diabetit
hospital mortuary to the
Central Shaheed Minar where
it will be kept for the people
to pay their last respects.

The Nirmul Committee will
observe a mourning day tomeor-
row (Wednesday) and hold a
rally in the afternoon at the
Suhrawardy Uddyan, where
under Jahanara Imam's leader-
ship a public trial on March
26, 1992 sentenced Golam
Azam to death for his alleged
war crimes during the

Poet Sufia Kamal is ex-
pected to preside over the
meeting, which most likely
will announce the name of a
new convenor of the Nirmul
Jatiya Samannay Committee.

Rabbani ready to
transfer power

to neutral govt

i'ﬂﬂnﬂ'ﬂil. Pakistan, July.

Afghan President Burh-
imﬂtlln Rabbani has offered to
hand over power to a neutral
government (o end eurrent
fighting, his spokesman said
on Sunday. reports Reuter

Rabbani's assurance not to
run for another term and to

hand over to a neutral adminis-

tration was contained in a let-
ter delivered to an Islamic

peage envoy on Sunday.

BNP Chairperson and Prime Mimster Begum Khaleda Zia addressing a public meeting at
Deogram in Kahalu thana under Bogra district yesterday
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Bogra-four constiluency felt
vacant following the death of
BNP Member ol Parllament
Azizul Huq Mollah

Besides addressing four
public meetings, the BNP
Chalrperson also met people aj
different places of Kahal
thana inclhading Sabanpur and
Durgapwur here today.

"We want to sirengthen the
democratic process and build
the nation in such a way that
our country can emerge as the
strongest democratic nation
with its heads high in the
world,” Prime Minister told a
gathering.

She reminded the voters of
their responsibilities and
urged them to go to the
polling centres in the morning
of July 7 even in case of in-
clement weather..

She said the people had al-
ready begun getting the bene-

*fits of her government's devel-

opment progranumes.
The work on the construc-

| tion of thte Jamuna Multi-pur-
. pose Bridge Project,

and the
Barapukuria coal mine, she
said, were the manifestation of
her t's commitment
of developing the country as
well .
economy.

Begum Zia said the mea-
sures taken for the welfare of
the peasants and for the devel-

t of the agriculture sec-
tor had led the country to at-

- The

as . strengthening the .

tain near self-sufficiency in
foodgrains. The prices of agri-
cultural inputs including fertil-
izer, pesticides. she said, had
also been reduced.

Prime Minister said
measures had been taken so
that the farmers could get fer-
tiliser at fAr prices.

Those who addressed the
public meetings included
Energy Minister Dr Khondoker
Mosharraf HMossain, State
Minister for Establishment
Aminul Huq, Mayor of Rajshahi

cltg Mizanur Rnhmm Minu,
mbers of Parliament

Rowshan Elahi. Golam
Mohammad Siraj, Shahinara
Huq, Abdul Majid Talukdar.
Helaluzzaman Talukdar and
Bogra district BNP leader
Rehan Nabi Badsha. BNP nom-

- inee Dr Ziaul Huq Mollah also

spoke.

The Prime Minister aisch
visited the mazar of late Azizul
Huq Molldh at Deogram and of-
fered Fateha there. Earlier, she
visited Bogra Jatiya Bahubashi
Satlipi Prasikhan O Gobeysana
Academy in the morning

Election hohday
in Bogra July 7

The government has de-
clared holiday for officers and
employees of government and
semi-government offices and
autonomous bodies in Bogra-4
constituency area on July 7 for

PID photo

PM: Unjust issues  Bogbypols

Campaigning
banned from
tonight

Public meetings, proces-
sions and gatherings in the
Bogra-4 constiluency area have
been prohibited for 48 hours
beginning midnight Tuesday
for smooth holding of by-elec-
tion on July 7, reports UNB.

Aceording to rule 78 (1) of
the Public Representation
Order 1972, none can call any
meeting, procession and rally
or nobody can join any such
functions during the period.

Al Election Commission
press- release said yesterday
anybody who violates the pro-
hibition would be subject to
punitive action upto 7 years
imprisonment alongwith a
minimum fine of Tk. 2,000.

CU senate meet
deferred

CHITTAGONG. July 4: The
adjourned tenth annual meet-
ing of the Chittageng Univer-
sity senate will now be held on
July 14 instead of July 10 and
the 11th annual- of the
senate will be held on July 15
instead of July 11 at the con-
ference room of the adminis-
trative building, reports BSS.

oo,
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French President Francois Mitterrand (R) embraces South African President Nelénn

5 Gl A
oy . L

Mandela after being presented the Order &f Good Hope Award by Mandela in Cape Town

_yesterday. -

Tcgmc fertiliser
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ttagong and Khulna Divisions.

The government, the
source said, is going to bear
the cost of transporting the

Chittagong ports along with
the ghipment cost to the US.
This would involve a total cost

freight charges are likely to be

’I‘he Asian Dcvu!upment
Bank, which financed the pur-
chase of the fertiliser, recently
employed a consultant to rec-
ommend protective measures
while handling the toxic fer-
tiliser for re-shipment.

In Janary 1992, the BADC
imported some 6,150 metric
tons of zinc-oxy-sulphate fer-

based company.:' Chemical
tests, both here and in the US,
on the consignment later re-
vealed that it contained high
levels of toxic lead and ead-
mium substances. A portion of
the toxic fertiliser was used
before the test results were
completed.

Later, the government for-
med a probe committee
headed by the Vice Chanecellor
of the Open University, which
recommended the return of
the contaminated fertiliser to
the US and also called for ac-
tion against negligent govern-

ment officials responsible for
purchasing the fertiliser con-
taining hazardous wastes.

— AFP photo

Mitterrand promises
aid for South Africa

" CAPE T{}WH* SA, July 4
French President Francois
Mitterrand began an unprece-
dented South African visit
Monday by promising unspeci-
fied ald and unqualified
I'r'ﬁ:ndship for "the rainbow
nation.” reports AP.

In ceremonies steeped in
pomp and circumstance, Mit-
terrand received a red carpet
welcome from President Nel-
son Mandela upon arrival at DF
Malan Airport and several
standing ovations in the par-

liament, where he became the

first foreign leader to address
the joint chambers.

"l came here to celebrate
with you the victory of a people
over ‘fear and intolerance,”
Mitterrand said in the historie
speech to the nation's [irst
multiracial parlapment elected
in April,

"You have a magnificent task
ahead of you — to build a new
nation, the rainbow nation,” he
said in French that was inter-
preted for the audience. "After
the (ragic moments of the
past arnl alter the euphoria of
the present moments of ree-
onciliation, you will... certainly
be up against the contradic-
tions of day-to-day political life.
Well, best of luck to you."

A longstanding opponent of

apartheid, Mitterrand is the
first French president to visit
South Africa and the first
Western leader to visit since
Mandela's African National
Cohgress won the April vote,
making him the first ‘black
presjdent. .

"My ambition is that France
should be by your side.” Mit-
terrand said. "France is offer-
ing herself as a partner to you
with her resources, with the
means al her dlspnsal but also
with her ideals.”

"Omr union today will cer-
tainly lay the foundation for a
growing partnership between
our governments and peoples
in pursuit of a better quality
of life and a peaceful and car-
ing world.," he said.

Mandela, 75, and Mitter-
rand, 77, stood side-by-side
for a 21-gun salute and re-
viewed military honour guards
at the airport.

Before the parliament
speech, Mandela and Mitter-

rand conferred top honours on
each other. with Mandela re-
ceiving France's highest civil

fan award, the Legion of
Honour, while Mitterrand re-
cetved the Cape of Good Hope
Grand Cross.

| IEEI11ET.

Workers call off
strike at Mongla

KHULNA. July 4. The
Mongla Port Sramik Sangha
called off their planned strike
from today flollowing fruitful
negotiation with the authori-
ties, reports UNB.

The Sangha. comprising
Workers' Association and
Stevedores Association, gave
ultimatum on January 13 te
the authorities for meeting
their demands by June 26 or it
will go for Indefinite strike.
But the autherifies sought ex-
tension of the deadline till
Sunday to sort out the matter.

A meeting Sunday night
between Chairman of Mongla
Port authority, some high gov-
ernment officials and leaders
of the Sramik Sangha reached
consensus on settling the
workers' demands.

The demands include rais-
ing remuneration and stoppage
of hiring outsiders in handling
carge -at the port

Tenancy Bill

House the Collector of Lands
would first possess the re-
claimed lands and make ::zq
and maps of such lands

40 days from the date of pos-
session. Then the Collectors
office would allot the lands to
the original ténant or tp his or
her successor-in-interest.

The bill says that the lands
belonging to a tenant or the
tenant’'s successors shall not
exceed, together with those
already at their disposal. 60
standard bighas.

The excess land, if there is
any. shall vest in and be at the
disposal of the government.

Meanwhile, parliament
yesterday also witnessed dis-
posing of four call attention
notices members. One of
the nolices, given Miah
Mohammad Mansur AH, re-
guested the Findnce Minister
to create” a fund eof Taka 25
crore for the marginal and
landless peasants. He proposed
that Tk five thousand be given
to each of the families as soft
loan for goat-raising

The minister concerned
was not present to reply to the
notice.

In his notice, Moshiur
Rahman urged the Post and
Telecommunication Minister
to establish a telephone ex-
changesat Sadhuholi Bazar in
Jhenidah sadar thana. The ,
minister assured the MP thlt

| this would be done during the

present fiscal.

the House wit-
nessed the usual one-hour
question-answer session with
Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni in the chair.

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali
adjourned the session at 8:30
pm. It resumes at 7:30 this
evening.

There would be no ques-
tiorn-answer session today be-
cause all the questions submit-
ted by the members to the
Parliament Secretariat for the
present session have already
been answered by the minis-
lers.

Teller machine
~ From Page 1 Col 8

bank statements on the spot.
All these transactions can be
done by inserting a personal
‘Moneylink’ ATM card and
pressing a few butions on the
machine. It is simple, hassle-

Customers willing to enjoy
the facility will have to obtain
cards at a fee of Tk 950 annu-
ally. :
“We will keep enough cash
to meet the needs of our cus-
tomers at the ATM,” said
McCarthy, "but for the first
month, card holders will be al-
lowed to draw a maximum of
Tk 10.000 a day."
"This is the beginning,” the
SCB chief executive said, "we
will set up soon more ATMs in
the city’s convenient ts.”
In 1996, the SCB will set up
a new mainframe computer
that will . enable clients to
‘| transact banking business with
other countries if forex regula-
tions are further relaxed.
The ATM service will be
formally commissioned by
Khorshed Alam. Governar,

'| Bangladesh Bank and Peter J

Fowler, British High Commi-
ssioner to Bangladesh.

Krishibid Instt
for dialogue to

end JS impasse

By Staff Correspondent

The Krishibid Institution,
Bangladesh, in a statement
yesterday urged the Members
of Parliament and other politi-
clans to arrange a national dia-
logue for resolving the current
political impasse.

The institution also re-
quested the Opposition legisla-
tors to return to parliament
and discuss all national issues
there.

"We think parliament is the
proper forum to resolve all is-
sues.” the statement said and
warned that continued beycott
of parliament could destroy
the demecratic proeess and
pave the way for autocrats.

The Opposition's boycott of
the proceedings of parliament
is a cause of concern for the
people, the statement, signed

by the institutien's secretary
general Zaved Igbal, added.
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ISLAMABAD. July 4. A judge loday sumsnoned Pakistani
opposition leader Nawaz Sharif te answer defamation
against him by President Faroog Ahmed
Minister Benazir Bhutto. The district and
nearby Rawalpindi asked Sharil to appear
July 21, court officials said. reports AFP.

Mandela wants to meet Savimbi

CAPE TOWN, July 4: President Nelson Ihnleh said Mon-
day he hoped to meet with Angolan rebel
imbi within the next week to 10 days in
ing to reporters in the Khyelitsha black
said he invited Savimbi to come to South Africa for talks
sometime after a meeting this week with
Jose Fduardo dos Santos and other African leaders on
golas 19 year-old civil war. reports AP

and Prime

Judge in
the court on

leader Jonas Sav-
South Africa. Speak-

i

Angolan

BNP MPs debate
among themselves

By Staff Correspondent

" The treasury bench mem-
bers engaged in a lively debate
among themselves in
Parliament yesterday when one
of their fellow BNP MPs al-
leged that a divisional office of
the Water : | Board
was being withdrawn from
Sailakupa thana in violation of
the Primge Minister's order.

Abdul Wahab, MP
kJhenidah-1) in his call atten-
tion notice said the WDB divi-
siomal office was being shified
from Sailakupa by the Ministry
of Irrigation and Flood Control.

He said the division was
established In 1967 with three
sub-divisions and 15 branches.
Five branches have already
been shifted to Magura and 63
offictals and employges oul of
210 transferred.

He said the ment de-
cision has sparked discontent
among the people of his con-
stituency and the matter was
brought to the notice of the
Prime Minister.

Wahab claimed that the
Prime Minister had. on June

18, ordered that the office not -

be shifted from Sailakupa .
Irrigation and Flood Control
Minister M Majid-ul-Huq, in
reply. told the House that the
rehabilitation programme of
the Ganges-Kobadak :
Project was being imple-
mented under the supervision

Arafat
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for a decade, for a farewell
party thrown by the Tunisian
President before rtlunun& lo
Geaza.

Arafat began his day with a
visit to a building that Israel
once used to house Palestinian

He was due also to '-i'ilit the
Shifa Hospital in Gaza_ the ra-
dio said. On Tuesday he would
visit the self-rule enclave of
Jericho in the West Bank.

AP from Jericho adds
Yasser Arafat's planned visit to
Jericho, a tiny enclave of
Palestinian autbnomy in the

P Israeli-occupied West Bank,

puts the new security coopera-
tion between Israel and the
PLO to its toughest test yet.
The lIsraeli army set up
roadblocks Monday along ac-
cess routes to keep away
Jewish settlers, who have
threatened to disrupt the visit.
Two Israeli army heli-
copters were to provide air
escort during Arafat's planned
Tuesday flight from the Gaza

Strip over Israeli territory into
Jericho.

San]ay Dutt
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lays and legal wrangling .

The Hindi film actor was
released on bail after his arrest
last year on charges of possess-
ing an illegal AK-56 assault ri-
fle and ammunition, and con-
spiring to blow up the city.

The High Court of the state
of Maharashtra later ruled that
bail should have been denied
‘because of the seriousness of
the charge, but left it to trial
judge J N Patel to take action.

Dutt's lawyer C B Wadhwa
said he would appeal to the
Supreme Court.

Dutt was ordered held until
the trial against him is com-
plete. Legal experts said the
case against all the defendants
may last three to five years, but
it is likely to be broken down
into individual cases.

Dutt was arrested undtr the
Terrorist and Disruptive
Activities Act, which allows
police to detain suspects with-
out trial for up to one year. Bail
is rarely granted, but an excep-
tion was made for Dutt, whose
father is a member of the
Indian parliament and a
former flim actor.

Patel said the evidence
showed that Dutt “rendered
active assistance” to the ter-
rorists by storing some of the
arms, ammunition, hand
grenades and explosives in his
house.

The judge dismissed Duti's
argument that he was holding
the arms for his own defence.

A family of Muslims, the
Memons, was accused of plan-
ning the series of explosions to
ayenge the killing of hundreds

of Muslims during the 1?92
communal riots in the city fol-

lowing the destruction of a

mosque in Ayedhya by Hindu
fanatics. The Memon brothers

fled India and reportedly are
living, in the Middie East.

_decided to close the

be

of seven divisions. including
the WDB office.

ject no

fices. According 1

Planning Commission.
project needs only five

for maintenance work.

reason, the authorfties have

Sailakupa and
added.

Abdul Wahab took the
again and asked the minister
about the order of the Prime’
Minister. He also asked
whether there was any possi-
bility to review the decision
after the Prime Minister
Minister's order.

Majid-ul-Huq said the deci-
sion has been taken in accor-
dance with the Prime:
Minister's order and amended
project preposal of the
Planning Commmission.

Mashiur Rahman., another
BNP MP from Jhenidah, toek
the floor and supported
Wahab's contentien. "We are
from the same and we
must feel the pulse of the peo-
ple.” Mashiur added.

Ruling party Chief Whip
Khandaker Delwar Hossain,
taking the floor, asked the
Speaker whether there was
any scope of a debate on the
issue under Rule 71 of the
rules of procedure.

i procedure do not permit
. such debates but "the question
" must be fully answered.”

"Take r tion letiers
from us,” an aggrieved Wahab
grumbled without the micro-
phone.

The Speaker then switched '
over to the next itil.':ﬂl of the
order of the day.

I(lgall -
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Muﬂday and liberated more
than 8,000 Tutsis., UN mlltl:y
observers said.

Meanwhile, French troops
trying to establish a no-fight
zone in the southwest were
dangerously close to battle
with the rebel Rwandan
Patriotic Front.

"They were jubiiant,” Plante
said of the Tutsis.

Chakmas’ return
From Page 1 Col 8

Sabroom sub- diﬁaim of south
Tripura. The refugees would be

welcomed by the Bangladesh
officials at Ramgarh in Khagra-
chhari district of neighbouring
Bangladesh.

The decision to begin the
lﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ phase of repatriation
waa taken in a meeting be-

tmtheremﬁelmdﬂuand

Bangladesh parliamentary team
held at Ramgarh on June 30
hlst lhey added. :
Master plan
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45 mi Iinn. *Now the a~

tion has almost trebled while
the forest area has reduced to
one-third.”

Experis maintain that only a
well-planned massive afforesta-
tion programme can help im-
prove the situation for which a
long-term plan is essential.

Sources said that the draft

 master plan contains details of

the afforestation to
be implemented phase by
phase. All the sectoral projects
related to forestry will be im-
plemented in accordance with
the master plan.

The main thrust of the plan
will be on afforestation pro-
grammes both by the public
and private sectors. Local gov-
ernment bodies like union
parishads and non-governmen-
tal organisations (NGOs) will
involved in such pro-
grammes while individuals and
private entrepreneurs will also
be encouraged to participate.

The master plan incorpo-
rates programmes such as so-
cial forestry, agro-based fores-
try and utilisation of marginal
agricultural lands for the pur-
pose. The plan also proposes
amendments to the laws and
regulations related to forestry
and updating training and
research facilities in this

The master plan empha-
sises involving rural women in

the afforestation programme
which will also help *‘ﬁ
poverty.



