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US toxic fertiliser

BADC demands Tk 45 cr

The Bangladesh Agriculture
Development Corporation
(BADC) is seeking Tk 45 crore
in compensatory damages from
the supplier of the toxic fer-
tiliser imported from the
United States in 1992, accord-
ing to well-placed Agriculture
Minisiry sources

The corporation, as the im-
porter of the fertiliser, has al-
ready filed, a damage suit
against the Washington-based
supplier with the Dhaka 5Sub-
Judge's Court, based on an ear-
lier arbitration award, one
source confirmed.

In April last, as per the
terms of,the procurement
contract, the BADC chairman
appointed an arbitrator to de-
termine the amount of dam-
ages. The arbitrator awarded a
total of Tk 45 crore in com-

compensation

By S Y Bakht

pensatory damages, which in-
cludes the loss of goodwill. to
the corporation. The local
agent of the supplier did not
attend the arbitration hear-
ings. the source added.

Meanwhile, the government
is preparing to return the re-
maining consignment of the
toxic fertiliser to the US. A
government announcement to
this effect was made on June
17.

A specific plan to resolve
the problem was adopted in a
recent joint meeting in
Washingion between officials
of the Bangladesh embassy, the
US State Departmen¥ the
Treasury Department and the
Environmental Protection
Agency, Gaston Cooper Inc —
the manufacturer— and a US
company specialising in the

disposal of toxic wastes.

The company, M/S Horse-
head Resource Development,
has already submitted a plan to
take back the contaminated
fertiliser. which is
scrutinised by the BADC. An
agreement between BADC and
fhe US company is expected to
be signed later this manth.

The cost for disposing of
the toxic fertiliser would be
met from a 600,000 US dollar

tine imposed on Gaston Cooper '

and Staller Inc by a US court
earlier this year. The court had
set July 1 as the deadline for
the company to present a de-
tailed plan to take back the
consignment from Bangladesh.

About 2,850 tons of the
consignment remain sealed in
19 BADC godowns in the CHhi-

See. Page 12 Col 3
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Shﬂk.h Humna nnd uthern reﬂrwmg t.hehodv of ]ahanara

Imam upon

n its arrival from USA vesterday Dhaka City

Mavor Mohammad Hanif (top left) is also seen. — Star photo

By Staff Correspondent

The body of Nirmul Commi-
ttee convenor Jahanara Imam
arrived in Dhaka yesterdav
afternoon by a British Airways
flight.

Thousands of mourners
wWere present at Zia
International Airport to re-

.ceive the body

Her namaj-e janaza will be
held today [(Tuesday) at the
National Eidgah near the High
Court after Zohr prayvers. She
will be buried at the Freedom
Fighters' Graveyard, Mirpur.

Saif Imam Jami. the only
surviving son of Jahanara lmam
and relative Syed Hasan Imam
accompanied the body from
the USA.

Convenor of the Ekattorer
Ghatak Dalal. Nirmul .Jatiya
Samannay Committee Jahanara
Imam died at a US hospital on
June 26. She was suffering
from cancer.

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina, Dhaka City Mayor
Mohammad Hanif, Workers’
Party leader Rashed Khan
Menon. Gono Forum President
Dr. Kamal Hossain. JSD leader
Hasanul Hug Inu. AL leaders
Abdus Samad Azad. Amir
Hossain Amu, Sajeda
Chowdhury, JSD President
Shajahan Siraj, six of the sec-
tor *-nrnmanderﬁ of “the
Liberation War — retired Major
General KM Shafiullah, Maj
Gen CR Dutta, Major Rafiqul
Islam. Col Shawkat Ali MP, L1

See Page 12 (ol |

20-year master plan
for afforestation

By €hapal Bashar

The government plans (o
take up a 20-year master plan
for afforestation in the country.

Official sources said that the
draft of the plan. now being
scrutinised by the authorities
concerned, will be placed be-
fore the Cabinet soon for ap-
proval.

The implementation of the
master plan is expected to be-
gin In 1995 for compietion In
2015. The plan aims at ex-
panding the forests to cover at
least 20 per cent of the coun-

try's land area.

A team of consultants, ap-
pointed by the Ministry for
Environment and Forest, con-
ducted study on the country's
forest resources with financial
assistance from Asian Deve.
lopment Bank (ADB). The team
has prepared the draft master
plan on the basis of its study
and submitted it to the minis-

try recently.
According to experts. less
than eight per cent of the

country's land area has tree
coverage now. Bul. as per in-
ternational standard and envi
ronmental requirement, 25
per cent of the total area of a
country should have forests for
maintaining ecological balance.

“The forests in the country,
already far behind required
standard, has been depleting
due to continued deforestation
causing envirorunental hazard,
said an expert. He pointed out
that 21 per cent of the country
was covered by forests in 1947
when population was around

See Page 12 Col B

Arafat to make

his home in Gaza

JERUSALEM, July 4: PLO
Chairman Yasser Aralat will
make his home in the
Palestinisan-ruled Gaza Strip
from Saturday, a top adviser
said today, reports Reuter.

"Not Friday, Saturday most
likely. he will be back after our
trip to Paris, he will be bark
here for good.” Nabil Shaath
told Israel radio in Gaza,

Arafat was due to complete
his first visit Lo areas under
Palestinian rule on Tuesday
and be in Paris on Wednesday
to receive an award with
[sraeli leaders.

Shaat® sald Arafal would
pass through Tunis, his base

See Page 12 Col 7

Teﬁancy_ Bill
placed
By Staff Correspondent

A bill seeking to provide the
right of ownership to the
original tenant or the tenant's
successors on the lands de-
voured by river in case such
lands reappear within 20 years
of diluvion was introduced in
Parliament yesterday.

The bill — the State
Acquisition and Tenancy
(Amendment) Bill. 1994 — was
piloted by State Minister for
LLand Kabir Hossain.

Explaining the objective of
the bill. the minister told the
House that many well-off fami-
lies in different regions of the
country had become destltute
due Lo river erosion.

The minister said that Lhe
Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885,
preserved the right of owner-
ship fpr the original tenant or
the tenant s successors for 20
years after their lands had
gone under river. But the pro-
visions was dropped after the
couniry's independence in
1971 and the reclaimed lands
had been recorded as khas
lands in favour of the govern
ment.

If the bill is

See Page |
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KIGALI, July 4 Rwandan
rebeis seized control of the
capital Kigali early today.
brushing aside remaining gov-
ernment positions alfter two
days of an intense artillery bar
rage. witnesses sald, reports
Reuter

Witnessea said the rebels
captured all key government
positions in the government

held city centre in their first

¥ major push on the city for sey

eral weeks

Hundreds of government
soldiers were reported to be
fleeing towards the last re
maining governmenl!
strongholds in the south and
southwest of the central

July 14, foliowing repeated de-
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Rebels take control of Kigali
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Dutch stnker- Denma BErgkamp {ll'l} ku:ks the ball paat lreland: Paul McGrath fnr
Holland's first goal yesterday in their World Cup match in Orlando, USA. Helland won 2-0,

— AFP photo '

Holland in gtr-finals

ORLANDO. July 4: The
Netherlands rekindled memo-
ries of their heyday of a gener-
ation past aned stamped their
class on-a 2-0 win over Ireland
which swept them into the last
eight of the World Cup today.
reports Reuter. -

Dennis Bergkamp and Wim
Jonk netted the first-half goals
which led them out of the sec-
ond round and into the quar-
terfinals for the first time
since the zenith of their two
appearances in the final in
1974 and 1978.

Ireland battled back gamely
in the second half and tried
valiantly to get back on terms.
But their limitations had been
exposed and their brave World
Cup odyssey, which had begun
with a fairytale win over lialy
in the New York Giants Sta-
dium. ended in the steamy
Cilrus Bowl of Orlando.

Bergkamp grabbed the first
goal in the 11th minute and
Jonk blasted in the second in
the 41st, dealing Ireland a
mortal blow which goalkeeper
Pat Bonner should not have al
lowed.

Bonner. extending his
record ol Irish caps to 77. put
his hands to Jonk's searing
drive from 25 metres bul
failed to keep the ball out his
net

The two-goal interval advan-
tage was no more than the
Dutch deserved as their lively
lorwards exposed the short-
¢onnitings ol the lrish defence.

Manager Dick Advocaat had
flirted with the idea of fielding
just two men up front but
changed his mind after the
experiment failed to work at
the weekend.

That was fust as well for the
Dutch. whose wingers are
rightly feared by many oppo-
nents,. and Marc Overmars —

whose place on the right flank
had appeared most under
threat — more than justified
his inclusion. :

Overmars, a pocket-sized
dynamo, was a constant threat
with his lively turn of pace and
left defender Phil Babb for
dead on a raid down the right
with the game just 10 minutes
old

Overmars. who had come
close himself three minutes
earlier, cut into the box and
crossed to Bergkamp who
side-footed his shot home for
his second goal of the tourna-
ment.

Jonk. who netted H:thcr—
lands’ first in ‘the opening 2-1
win over Saudi Arabia, agatn
showed his menace in a forag-
ing run from the deep and let
rip with the scorching drive
which beat the hapless Bonner.

The Dutch could have
scored more, with Frank Ri-

jkaard just failing to reach a

.Bergkamp cross with Bonner

beaten in the 22nd minute and
second-half substitute Bryan
Roy blasting over nine minutes
from time after the goalkeeper
had failed to hqld a Bergkamp
shot,

But Ireland, never a side to
give up and driven on from
midfield by Roy Keane, Ray
Houghton and their col
gave the Dutch: their share of
‘anxious moments after the
break as they forward
in desperate search of a goal

Four minutes from time
substitute Tony Cascarine,
making his first appearance of
the tournamemd, nodded -down
for Babb to hammer a left-foot
shot just outside the post.

Paul McGrath had the ball
in the Dutch net in the Anal
minute but he kicked Rijkaard

in the face in the process. '’

conceding a foul instead of
claiming a goal.

But Dutch kf-eper Ed de
Goey was generally in com-
mand and the more telling
chances were ¢reated by the
more inventive men inthe or-

See Page 12 Col 1

sent to jail

BOMBAY., July 4: An Indian
movie star, Sanjay Dutt, was
returned to jail today after a
judge cancelled his bhll in the
case of the sertal bombing in
Bombay last year. reports AP

Dut! is among 192 suspects
linked to the 13 explosions

| that destroved the city's stock

exchange and damaged several
skyscrapers in March 1993,
leaving more than 300 people
dead Forty-five suspects have
evaded arrest

The trial i1s due to begin

See Page 12 Col 7

KAHALU [Bogra). July 4:

Prime: Minister and BNP
chairperson Beguim Khaleda
Zia today said that some par-
ties, envious of the massive de-
velopment works initiated by
the government have now
preferred streets to
Parliament, reports BSS.
* To them., these develop-
ment activities ol the BNP gov-
ernment are ‘failures,
Prime Minister said.

The BNP Chairperson ad-
dressed four meetings at the
Kahalad High School field,
Shekahar High School field,
Deogram and Malancha under
Kahalu thana here on the con-
cluding day of her two-day
campaigns to seek votes for
her ,party nominee Dr Ziaul
Huqg Mollah.

The parllamentary by-elec-
tion in Bogra-4 constituency
will be held on July 7.

Begum Zia said the people
wanted the boycotting MPs re-
turn to Parliament and raise
their problems there as their

representatives.
She said the people had

the.

Opposition raising
unjust issues: PM

elected the MPs to represent
them in the Jatiya Sangsad,

discuss their problems in the
House and suggest measures to
solve those.

The Opposition had been
orchestrating false propaganda
against the government and
raising unjust issues instead of
Joining the Jatiya Sangsad ses-
sions, she said.

The BNP Chairperson said
the Opposition parties were
out to disrupt the on-going
democratic and development
process. But, she said they
|Opposition) would not be able
to do so-and added, her gov-
ermment would lead the coun-
try towards more development’
and progress against all odds
and obstacles.

Begum Zia urged the voters

of the constituency to cast

their votes in favour of 'sheafl of

paddy’. the election symbol of
the BNFP. to elect her party
nominee,

Dr Ziaul Hug, a physician by
profession is the eldest son of
late Azizul Hug Mollah. The

See Page 12 Col 3

African country

I am so happy. for so long |
have dreamed of walking
through the streets of Kigali,”
said commander Colonel Frank
Mugambe as he escorted a
group of journalists around the
capital

A Reuler correspondent in
Kigali said columns of jubilant
rebel soldiers wound thelr way
up the hillsides of the ram
bling capital towards key loca
Lons

Tired and we{, Lhey stood
waving and smiling at groups
of journalists

The push on Kigall took
place as other rebel [orces
moved in on the last remaining

government-held southern
town of Butare.

A french military spokes-
man. quoting refugees fleeing
the district. sald fAghting was
raging on several fronts.

The refugees said the
rebels are now in Butare and

are pushing hard on several

fronis, said Colonel Didier
Bollell

Bollelll sald there was no
Frenclh military presence in
Hutare, about 120 km from the

French base camps in Zaire,
but bhe said France had de
ployed troops in the nearby

mwn ol Glkongore o protect
some 270 Tutsl refugees
Meanwhile France., which

has insisted its mission in
Rwanda is purely humanitar
jan, appeared ready to use mil-
itary force to prevent any fur-
ther rebel advance.

Colonel Didier Thibaut,
based in Gikongoro, 20 km
from the battiefront, said
(Colonel Jacques Rosier. com-
mander of "Operation
Turquoise” southern com-
mand, had given him ordegs to
stop (he rebels from capturing
the town or going beyond it

Earlier AP repcrt says:
FMatst rebels besieging
Rwanda's capital of Kigali cap
tured army headguarters in a
push inte the city center

See Page 12 Col B
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Game 7 :Nigeria vs italy at 23:00 (BST)
_Game 8 : Mexico vs Buigaria at 02:30 (BST) |

600 more Chakma
families return .
July 21

AGARTALA, July 4: A high
level meeting was held at
Udaipur, the south Tripura
district headquarter, yesterday
for the arrangement of repatri-
ation of the Chakma :
scheduled on July 2] next, ac-
cording (o official seources
here, reports PTI.

In the second phase of
repatriation, al r.1,100
refugee families; now shel-
tered in evacuee camps in
south Tripura district, would
be repatriated and in the first

. group, on July 21 about 600

refugee families would cross.
over to the Bangladesh, the
sources added.

Among others, the sources
said. the meeting was
by the Tripura governor
mesh Bhandari, District Ma-
gistrate, Chandrasekhar Cha-
ttopaddhya, Superintendent of
Police and a five-member
delegation of Ch leaders
led by Upendra Lal Chakma,
former MP of Bangladesh.

The meeting resolved that
the list of refugee families
would be finalised within July
11 next. i would be handed
over to the Bangladesh delega-
tion by the refugee leaders on
July 12 next in a meeting at
Udaipur.

The sources sald that the
refugees would cross over to

lhfﬂmgl&dﬁhmthw
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Trespasser held
at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Biman security personnel at
Zia International Airpert (ZIA)
vesierday apprehended one
Mosharraf, Hossain Raju for
trespassing on a pazh‘ I:lllyr
and attempting to
aircraft illegally.

According to a Biman press
release, the mn-l;y guard
Hazrat Ali held Raju of Mulatuli
village of Rangpur district
when he trespassed om park-
ing bay Ne 1 and tried to board
Biman flight BG 041 scheduled
for Abu Dhabi and Kuwait at
1.45 pm.

State Minister for Civil
Aviation and Tourism Abdul
Mannan gave a cash award to
Hazrat Ali in recognition of his
courage and dutifulness.

SCB introduces
teller machine

from July 12

By Staff Correspondent

I'he Standard Chartered
Bank will introduce the auto-
matic teller machine [(ATM)
service in the city from July
12,

The ATM, the first of its
kind in the country, has been
set up at the SCB's Banani
Branch.

"With ATM, we will be pro-
viding round-the-clock bank-
ing service.” the chief execu-
tive of SCB. Stephen M
McCarthy said at a press con-
ference yesterday, "Our cus-
tomers can now choose their
own banking hours and draw
money even on holidays.”™ -

The ATM has multiple
function other than cash dis-
pension. "Customers can use it
to transfer money between
SCB accounts. make enquiries
on balances, request for
cheque books and even can get

See Page 12 Col 6

Magistrate
charged
with murder

An absconding magistrate
was vyesterday indicted for
murdering his female col-
league after she reportedly re-
fused to marry him. reperts

Additional Distriet and
Seasions Judge Md Akhlakur
Rahman Chowdhury framed

| the charge against Liakat AN

Khan for murdering Saheda
Chowdhury, a magistrate of
Mvmensingh.

According to the indiet-
ment. Saheda was stabbed by
Liakat at Kurmitola Airforce of-
ficers quarters on October 8,
1993 She died at  Dhaka
CMH an (xtober 15 last year

Saheda made a statement
before her death at the CMH 1o
the investigating officer accus-
g Liakal of stabbing her

The accused went inte
hiding after he had been en-

| larged on bail shortly after his

arrest following the incident,

PP Abdur Razzague Khan
conducted the prosecution
LS



