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USPENDED from its ,

original timbers hewn

from a slippery elm,
the treaswred bromze symbol of
freedom now stands like a
motionless sentinel, facing the
hall where it rang out the news
of American |

Onece it hung in the atrrplr
of that square brick building a
few hundred meters away —
Independence Hall — where it
pealed joyously on July 8,
1776, when the Us
Declaration of Independence
was first read in public.

For almest a century after
that, it marked all the great
moments in American history.
In 1781, it rang when the
British surrendered at
Yorktown. It tolled mournfully
with muffled clapper at the
deaths of presidents George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson
and John Adams. It heralded
the inaugurations of 11 presi-
dents.

It is the Liberty Bell Housed
since 1976 in a shiny plate-
glass pavilion at Independence
National Historical Park in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the
bell startles visitors by its sur-
prisingly small size. Weighing
just over a ton, Liberty is only
1.58 meters high and mea-
sures 3.6 meters around #he
lip, the widest part.

It is dwarfed by other fa-
mous bells. The Czar Kolokol
in the Kremlin, the world's
largest, is 5.7 meters and
weighs 180 tons, with a cir-

cumference of 18.3 meters.

The Burma Bell on Mingoon is
a 100-ton giant; a bell near
Bei China, is 53 tons; and
3 " atop the Houses of
f in London weighs

u:I.?t.ﬂl another surprise is
contrary to popular belief,

the bell was not born with
America. Although it is now
inextricably linked with the
American fight for indepen-
dence, the bell was in the
colonies, and being used, al-

" Leviticus 25:10:

SAGA OF THE LIBERTY BELL

most a quarter of a century
before the Revolutionary War.

And what's more, it wasn't
made in North America at all,
but cast in Britain and shipped
ocean

Its story begins in Britain
where bells were rung tradi-
tionally to signal important
events. William Penn, founder
of Pennsyivania, continued the
custom in the New World. On
the branch of a large tree out-
side the meeting house of the
Pennsylvania colonial assembly
in Philadelphia. he hung small
bell which convened the
assembly and the Courts of
Justice, warned of fire. and
called the colonists together
for the reading of proclama-
tions.

As Pennsylvania grew, con-
struction began on a new and
larger State House, the build-
ing that before long would be
enshrined in history. By 1750,
a wooden steeple had been
added and the little bell was
hung there.

Sadly, its sound was far too
soft to be heard throughout the
city. The following year,
assembly ordered Isaac Norris,
Thomas Leech and Edward
Warner, superintendents of
the State House, to obtain a
larger one. They sent a letter
to Robert Charles, the assistant
provincial agent for Penn:
sylvania, in London. "We take

the liberty to apply ourselves °

to thee to get us a good bell of
about 2,000 pounds (one ton)
weight," the superintendents
wrote. They asked that the bell
be cast with a inscription from
““Proclaim
liberty throughout all the land
to all the inhabitants thereof."

That famous inscription,
still on the bel], was not meant
to denote America's freedom
from England. A Charter of
Pﬁﬂleges had been granted to

the .

Thu Libe rty Bell, the symbol of the American Reveolution, M.l
becn rung to.mark many important events in American history.
The bell. now housed at Independence National Historical Park
' in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. was rung in 1776 to announce
the public reading of the newly signed Declaration of
Independence.

the peaple of Pennsylvania and

Delaware by Willlam Penn,

giving the assembly greater

legislative powers. The beli
was actually intended to
commemorate the 50th an-
niversary of that charter,
FoHowing instruction set

=,

forth in the latter, agent
Charles selected the White-
oundry of London

‘ThumasLeut:rbmnmilu

design and cast the bell.
In mid-summer of 1752,

_aftar an 11-week journey

Glorious Fourth
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a great ‘fireworks dl:.play was
s viewed by more than 10.000.

Glorious Fourth celebrations
throughout the nation largely
embraced the same general
eventis — parades,
speeches, patriotic
songs, ball games, dinners and
picnics, and fireworks displays

— but from time to time and
place to place, unusual features
were . In rural areas,

watermelon-eating and pie-

eating contest, potato-sack
races and greased-pig-catching
competitions were popular. In
some towns, children paraded
on decorated bicycles and
adults raced bicycles: in a few
areas of the West, rodeo exhi-
bitions and competitions were
the big attraction. In all com-

winter the rcs]dtnts made

thousands of tallow candles in
tin molds and saved them until
the following July to illumine
Lititz Spring Park on the
evening of the Fourth after the
afternoon Baby Parade. In that
parade many young children,

all. dressed in patriotic cos-
tumes, rode around the park

on small. decorated floats. As
darkness approached.- boys lit
the candles, many of which
were set afloat, and songs and
speeches and "playing in the
Park in candlelight” continued
into the night.

On July 4, 1826, exactly 50
years after the adoption of the
Declaration nf Independence.
both Thomas Jefferson, the
chief designer of the decu-
ment, and John Adams, the
man who was so eonfident that
it would forever Qe celebrated.
died. (Jefferson, at his Virginia
home, Monticello, died a few
hours before Adams, in Quincy,
Massachusetts. Adams was re-
ported to have exclaimed just
before he died, "Thomas
Jefferson still survives!”) The
deaths of these survivor of the

. said a Boston resident, .

ern Pennsylvania, a turned the patriotic obser-
beautiful manner of vance “into a sad time of
observing the Fourth. Each _mourning as well as of

Independence celebration; it

-was a strange, mystifying mix-
ture that affected us all sum-
mer. .

The Grand Centennial

The ,Glorious Fourth had a .

- splendid birthday party in

Philadelphia during the 18786

Centennial Exposition. The_

itself, which

exposition

‘opened on May 20 and ran for
* six months, had a record at-:

tendance of nearly ten million;
and, with its many cultural and
educational exhibits spread
over 465 acres (188 ha) at
Fairmont Park,
broaden the viewpoint
Americans in many ways.

of

There were other large cel-,

ebrations around the country
on the centennial eof the
Declaration. but most were
patierned more for emjoyment
than education. and several
had unique features. One, at
nejghbouring settlements in
Southern California in which
all houses ahd businesses were
decorated with greenery. was
claimpd te be the longest pa-
rade ever staged. The

- marchers included veterans of

the Mexican War, people of
many nationalities, and mem-
bers of every organization in
the territory. Decorated floats
carried girls representing
Liberty, Peace. Columbia and
Plenty.

Heartiest felicitations on the
Independence Day of the
United States of America
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- issued  to "all inhabitants of

Windsor, irrespective of color,

S

political ‘and

‘ionis.” The host citizens busied

themselves tents and

Windmrm

were decorated with flags,
banners, flowers, and red,
white and blue The
several "main events” of the
day varied from "a grand caval-
cade of fantastics, represent-
ing all the characters, hideous
and otherwise, that ever ex-
isted or were to have
existed” to a parade of huge
decorated carriages — one
large enough to hold 66 pas-
sengers — carrying citizens
including 50 young women
representing the state and
military war veterans. Each
event was preceded by music,
much of which was vocal, with
the audience joining in.

After the official pro-
gramme, an enormous picnic
meal was served in a tent seat-
ing a thousand,

or over a céntury Sollowing
1776. Nreworks were a major

part of every Glorious Fourth
celebration. Only gradually did
the population become aware
of how many inexperi-
enced in handling fireworks
were being killed and injured
and how many fires were

started. Nevertheless, the
move for "a safe and sane
Fourth” did not gain much
headway until the Chicago
Tribune began to collect
statistics and demand a safer
way of celebrating. It took a
lew years for the campaign to
be effective. but it did succeed.
The loss of life by fireworks
fell from 466 In 1903 to 215
in 1909, there were, however,
nearly 5,000 injured by fire-
works in thal period. the ma-
jority by giant firecrackers. In
1903, Springfield. Massachu-
setts. forbade the sale of
fireworks entirely, with the
result that there were no
deaths. injuries or fires on the

Fourth
Some old-timers com-

plained that they longed for
the "old, freewheeling, excit-
ing. 24 heurs of nonstop noise
and fire.” but nobody paid any
attention. Thanks to the
Declaration of Independence
and the Constitution, Ameri

cans had the right 16 complain
if they chose. and their fellow
citizens had a right to ignore
those complaints |If tHey
considered that the right thing
to do. Happy Birthday. Americal

Peggy Robbins has been
writing about America’s cul
tural and milltary heritage for
more than 30 years

Reprinted with  permission
e publi

Crrl i H'u‘--”l“n‘__}fﬂﬂ

o] The
Times Corporation

| now generally believed to have Magazine'

|

" Boston,

across the Atlantic in unusually
rough seas, the bell arrived at
the port of Philadelphia.
Uncreated in Independence
Square. it looked bright and
shiny. and surely capable of
being heard for miles. A small
band of beaming city officials
gather around, waiting to hear
it ring out.

The clapper was struck. but
disaster followed. At the ‘i"EI'}I'
first stroke against the me
small but only too evi
crack appeared at the rim.

Still, all was not lost. Two
Philadelphia foundrymen, John
Pass and John Stow, were re-
cruited to recast the bell at
their foupdry on Second

treet. A mold was made of the

riginal, which was then bro-
ken up and melted down, and
Pass and Stow combined the
old metal with copper to im-
prove the sound and strength.

For weeks the new bell, the
date now changed to 1753 and
the names of Pass and Stow
replacing the  original.
founders, was carefully scruti-
nized and tested.

On March 29, workmen be-
gan raising it into the tower, a
job that took 19 days.
Philadelphians, however, still
complained about the tonal
quality of the bell. It was
brought down for another re-
casting and raised into the
tower again in early June.
Metallurgically, it consisted of
70 per cent’ copper, 25 per
cent tin, two per cent lead, 1.7
per cent zinc, 2.5 per cent
arsenic, two per cent silver
and trace elements of gold,
magnesium, nickel and anti-
mony.

For almost a century, it rang
frequently. It summoned
members of the Pennsylvania
Provincial Assembly to meet-
ings, and delegates who did
not appear within a half hour
of the pealing were fined.

The bell tolled upon the
death of King George Il in
1760 and the accession of
George IIl to the British
throne the following year. It
was rung when Ben Frankling

nt

was sent to England by the

assembly to wvoice colonial
grievances. The bell also her-
alded the closing of the Port of
the start of the

Revolutionary War at Lexington
and concord in Massachusetts

and the convening of the

- Second Continental Congress

to appoint George Washington
to command the army. During
the war. it was taken to
Allentown, Pennsylvania, and
higden beneath the floor of a
church. :
Nobody really knows ior
sure when or how the bell
cracked again, although it is

occurred on July 8, 1835, dur
ing the funeral procession of
John Marshal, chief justice of
the Supreme Court.

The bell was rung for the
last time on February 23,
1846, in celebration of
Washington's birthday. The
ringing caused the crack ‘o
lengthen. Visitors today can
see a two-centimeter-wide
crack running from the rim to
the inscription. .

In June 1852, the bell was
taken from the tower and
placed on an octagohal
pedestal in Independence Hall
80 that the public could view it.
Later it was hung from the
ceiling of the rotunda and dur-
ing another period was dis-
played behind a specially con-
structed oak and glass case.

Requests to exhibit the bell
came from all over the country.
In 1885, it was loaned to the
Cotton States Industrial
Exposition in New Orleans,
Loulsiana, as a gesture of
friendship between the North
and South.

A six-horse team pulled the
flag-decorated wagon that car-
ried the bell to the train sta-
tion where it was placed on a
special flat car for the long
ride to New Orleans. Crowds
cheered its progress and bon-
fires were lit as the bell made
the three-day journey to New
Orleans where it remained un-
til June 13, 1885. It was also
shown later in several cities
across the United States.

In 1915 it went on its last
journey across the United
States to the Panama-Pacific
Exposition in San Francisco,
California. The Bell Train cov-
eréd. more than 16,000 "kilo-
meters through 30 states and
was viewed by millions.

World War I, the bell

was lapped softly to launch the.

Liberiy Loan Drive and on D-
Day of World War II. it was
tapped again and the soung
broadcast over radio in the
United States and to America
troops serving overseas, one
stroke for each latter of
“Independence” and "liberty.”

As the United States pre-
pared to celebrate its 200th
birthday in 1976, the bell was
moved to a more accessible lo-
cation. The current glass pavil-
ion was built and on 12:01 am
January 1, 1976, it was trans-
ported along specially con-
structed tracks to the site fac-
ing Independence Hal.

There it remains, mute
now, but revered for what it
represents and for the joyous
news it rang out once upon a
very impnrtant tirne.”

Authur of 12 books and
hundreds of "articles,. Lester
David specializes in American
government and history. ¢ .
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in 1976, reflect USAID's long
involvement in the develop-
ment of agricultural research
capabilities. Over the past 15
years, USAID projects have
trained hundreds of scientists
to develop more produciive
crop wvarieties and cultivation
practices. Near-landless men
and women have learned to
raise fish in abandoned ponds,
and USAID projects are train-
ing agricultural extension
workers and even' family plan-
ning workers in homestead
gardening techniques. These
workers have transferred this
technology to landless women.

Rural finance and financial
sector reform programmes
emphasize policy reforms
ailmed at savings mobilizalion,
changes in the interest rate
structure, loan administration
reform including an effective
system to encourage prompt
repayment of loans, and insti-
tutional strengthening of par-
ticipating banks.

USAID funds have financed
irrigation pumps, feasibility
studies, training, rural roads
construction and agro-climatic
monitoring. Road maintenance
projects have improved access
to rural areas, thereby con-
 tributing to the overall socio-
economic improvement " of
those areas.

Upgrading Bangladesh's ca-
pability to obtain, analyze and
disseminate data on the local
environment relating to agri-
culture, meteorology, forestry,
fisheries and eco-systems is
another important USAID ob-
jective. The Space Research
and Remote Sensing Organiza-
tion (SPARRSO) was created in
part through USAID funding
and has proven itself a key as-
set for predicting and tracking

hazards.

Rural ‘Industries /Employ-
ment: Unemployment and
underemployment in rural

Bangladesh can be addressed
by increasing off-farm

employment through rural
industries.

The Enterprise Dévelop-
ment projects., initiadfed in
1986, assists the Micro-Indus-

-| tries Development Assistance

Society (MIDAS) in providing
small .loans to private en-
trepreneurs for setting up in-
novative and export-oriented
industrial enterprises. Funding
also supports the recently ini-
tiated Women's Ent se De-
velopment project. AS. ini-
tially a project of the Asia
Foundation, is developing into
a development finance institu-
tiony with its own resources as

well as support from other
donors.

Other USAID projects are
intended to support. and ex-

cyclones and other weather .
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opment Assistance

pand efforts to develop the
Bangladesh private sector and
increase employment by ex-
panding the size and number
of private enterprises, espe-

cially those employing labour-
intensive technologies.
Energy: New requirements
brought on by Bangladesh's
population expansion are g-r -
ually depleting traditional en-
ergy sources and the
environment. USAID is assist-
ing the Bangladesh Gevern-
ment in developing new en-
ergy sources and impr
the marnagement of exisling
activities. US assistance helps
improve the generation and
distribution of electricity and
provides for research on en-
ergy policy and maintenance
studies on existing
units. During the 197Ca,
USAID financed the installa-
tion of a 50 MW generating
unit at the Karmaphuli Power

e YO s ool o

of the rural areas of
had electricity, USAID has
made a long term $34.0 mil-
lion loan and $142.779 million
grant available for the Rural
Electrification Board (REB) to
provide electrification at rea-
sonable rates in rural
Bangladesh. Under the pro-
gramme, approximately
610,000 domestic connections
have been provided and B775
irrigation pumps and 29,000
small commercial and indus-
trial units have been electrified
in the 17 Palli Bidyut Samitys
(PBSs). now reaching 40% of
the rural population. By the
year 2000, most of rural
Bangladesh will have access to -
electricity. -

Disaster Relief: USAID

funded relief and rehabilitation
efforts during the post-war re-
covery period, after the 1974
floods, in support of the
Arakanese Refugees Relief ef-
forts, for the_ 1985 cyclone
victims and 1987 and 1988
flood victims. Most recently,
for the 1991 cyclone, USAID
provided $4.662.000 for disas-
ter grants to NGOs and the
purchase of ORS and water pu-
rification tablets.

Private Voluntary Organiza-
tions (PVOs): Assistance thro-
ugh PVOs to implement rural
development, health, and
women in development activi-
ties stirted in 1972 with the
relief and reconstruction
phase of US assistance and has
been expanding since then.
The Private Rural Initiatives
Project, an on-going USAID
initiative, is aimed at support-

ing US and Bangladeshi PVOs

to improve their

management
and strategic planning capacity
by obtaining technical assis-

tance. funding support organi-
zattons and networks.
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Independence Day of USA

The Waukesha Drésser 1000 RPM Gas Engine Generating sets are providing
continuous and cheap power to the Textile, Chemital and Pharmaceuticals
Industries of Bangladesh. There are over 50 sets mostly between 450 kW to 920
kW running continuously 365 days a year except for normal maintenance in Dhaka,
Chittagong & Noakhali.

REPRESENTING

Waukesha &

IRESSER

e

. Dana Engineers International Limited

WAUKESHA ENGINE DIVISION
DRESSER INDUSTRIES INC, USA
Manufacturer of Natural Gas Engine & Generating Set

56, Dilkusha Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh
Phone : 248280, 235026, 255620
Fax : 880-2-863165



