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NEWS ERIEFS
Khaleda, Hasina
greet Clinton

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia has felicitated US
President William J Clinton on
the occasion of his country's
217th Independence Day.

Leader of the tion
and Awamni League president
Sheikh Hasina K in another
message, has also greected
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AL launches agitation programme

Bill on EC a step towards
accepting demand: Hasina

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina said yes-
terday that the government
had moved "one step forward
towards accepting the
Opposition demand” for hold-
ing general elections ander a
caretaker administration by
moving a bill to strengthen the
Election Commission.

"Take another step forward
and move a bill in Jatiya
Sangsad on the caretaker is-
sue,” she urged the Prime
Minister. ;

"We (the Opposition in
Parliament) will then return to
the House and pass the bill. It
will be good for you and the
nation,” Hasina said just before
leading a procession in the
capital yesterday afternoon.

The procession was brought
out from the Bangabandhu
Avenue on the first day of the
Al's planned agitation for
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By Staff Correspondent

elections under a caretaker
administration.

The AL chief said the gov-
ernment-sponsored bill on the
Election Commission(EC)
proved that no free .and fair
polls were held and could be
held under the BNP govern-
ment.

Justifying the demand for
elections under non-party gov-
ernment, Hasina said, "Such an
arrangement would help stop
any party from winning elec-
tions through violence, rigging
and use of black money . . . and
clinging to power by manipu-
lating the elections.”

"People are the source of all

and we want to give the
people their rights,” she said.

The AL chief called for re-
moving the ‘autocratic’ BNP
government and installing a
‘people’'s government' through
fair polls. Democracy and the
people's franchise were no

The hwuml Lang'ue brought ﬂut a pm-limn in the clty yeaterdn}r on the ﬁrst day of Hs

agitation programme for a caretaker government.

longer safe in the hands af the
BNP.

Reacting to, the Prime
Minister's comments on the
Opposition's formula for a
caretaker government, Hasina
said it was simply a guideline
as to how the ruling party
would move a constitutional
amendment bill on the care-
taker issue.

"How do you term it an anti-
constitutional move ?" she

asked and requested

the Prime Minister to read the

outline first before comment-
ing on it. "You (the PM) are
being misguided by your syco-
phants”, she said.

Hasina said, her party's
fresh agitation was aimed at
ensuring free elections, pro-
tecting the people's franchise,
restoring political and social
stability and achieving pro-
gress and prosperity,

See Page 12 Col 8
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Swedlsh mldﬁeider -Junas Thern {L! attempts tu gét thrnugh ﬂ”hlﬂ:ﬂk by ‘idudl ﬁ}rward

Saeed Owairan during action in their World Cup second round match in Dallas yesterday.
Sweden won 3-1 after leading 1-0 at half time.

— AFP photo

Swedes outplay Saudis 3-1

DALLAS. July 3: Kennet
Andersson scored twice and
set up another for Martin
Dahlin Sunday as Sweden
powered into the World Cup
quaftterfinal for the first time

since 1958 with a 3-1 victory.

over pesky Saudi Arabia.
reports AP.

Dahlin's fourth goal nrf the
compeltition, a header from
Andersson’'s pinpoint cross,
came in the 6th minute.

Andersson fired in a 20-
meter drive in the 5lst and,
after substitute Fahd al-
Ghashiyan had halved the lead
in the 85th.
again two minutes from the
enpd to ensure a Swedish
tglumph in the Cotton Bowl.
The § now go to San
v thie winnérs
the Argfntma -Romania

inatch in the quarter-finals.

The Saudis, making their

World Cup debut, were the

first country from Asia to go

past the first round since
North Korea in 1966.

Sweden were hosts to the
1958 World Cup tournament

but in the final lost 5-2 to

Brazil for whom the legendary

Pee scored twice.

ADB cancels $62.7m loan for(
mdustnal sector

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) has cancelled a
62.7 million US dellar inter-
est-free loan under the second
industrial programme credit
because of the government's
fallure to bring about the nec-
essary reforms in the country's
fledgling industrial secior, ac-
cording to official sources.

" The loan, repayable in 40
years with only a ohe per cent
annual service charge, was the
second tranche of a 90.5 mil-
lion Special Drawing Rights
(SDR or about 125 million dol-
lar) credit approved by the
Manila-based bank in Decem-

ber 1991. The first instalment
of the loan was released
earlier.

In cancelling the loan. the
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SUNDAY'S RESULT

Second Round: Game 2
Spain 3; Switzerland O
Spain in quarter-finals.
Scorers: Spain— Fernando Hierro 15;
Luis Enrique Martinez 74:
Aitor Beguiristain (S) 87

MATCH STATISTICS

Game 3:

Sweden 3 S Arabia |
Sweden in quarter-finals
Scorers: Sweden— M Dahlin 6,
K Andersson 51, B8,

S, Ajabla — Fahd Al -Gheshivan 85

Spain Switzerland
3 0
| 2 19
18 | 8
3 12
[ I
4 4

ADB lpﬁkt uf the slow pro-
gress of the programme, the
slow pace of the privatisation
process and the absence of any
initiative to restructure the
existing public sector cor-
porations.

inttiated In July 1990, the
objective o Lhe 3-year second
industria¥ programme was to
stimulate growth and effi-

clency in the indusirial sector

by minimizing the govern-
ment's role in the ownership
and managemenl of manufac-
turing activities and by reviving
private sector interest in the
manufacturing sector.

The programme sought the
introduction of a liberal indus-
trial policy and reforms ol the
public sector manufacturing
enterprises (PMEs]. including
autonomy and privatisation, to
reduce Lhe growing burden on

the economy and the national
budget.

It also sought financial ac-
countability through the intro-
duction of performance con-
tracts, new budgeting systems,
uniform standards ol report-
ing. withdrawal of govermnent
guarantees on PME borrowing
and introduction of greater
transparency regarding inter-
PME transfers,

Under the programme. a
deadline was set for privatisihg
20 non jute PMEs by Decem
ber 1992 and another 20 by
Decemmber 1993

The programme also soughit
the transformation of five sec
tor corporations into holding
companies and conversion ol

industrial units Into public tm
ited companies along with
manpower rationalisation ol

See Page 12 Col B

Maradona?

DALLAS, July 3: Diego
Maradona has been given
permission by FIFA to work
as an Argentine teleyision
commentator for the rest of
the World Cu sofeer's
world governing said on
Sunday, reports Reuter.

A FIFA statement said
Maradona. thrown out of the
tournament for using per-
formance enhancing drugs.
would be accredited as a
commentator at the request
of the Television Channel
Artea in Buenos Alres.

Maradona, 33, was with-
drawn [romm the Argentine
team by his céountry's football
association and banned indef
initely from playing soccer by
FIFA for using ephedrine and
related bafined drugs. He an
nounced his retirement as a
player on Saturday

The FIFA statement did
et indicate whether or not
Maradona, who was last re
ported to be in sechusion
with his family In New
Hampshire intended jJo work

Andersson struck

. The scoreline. was hard on
the Saudis, who created eno-
ugh pressure near the end to
have at least tied the score. But
the Swedes looked disciplined
in the early stages and deser-
ved go to 2-0 ahead before

LIrmg in the Iasl quartr:r of the
game _in 38 degrees Celstus
(101 Fahn&-nhtiﬂ heat.

~ _The first goal was high qual-
Hy. 3

Andersson sent over a pre-
cise right-footed cross from

the left wing. Dahlin, scorer of

three goals in two previous'
World Cup games, watched it

curl over the heads of the

Saudi defence before guiding

the ball just inside the post
from six meters.

In the 22nd minute, the
Swedes almost went further
ahead when Andersson drib-
bled past two defenders on the
right but shot straight at goal-
keeper Muhammad al-Daeyea
from 8 meters, :

A minute later, Saeed
Falatah set up a chance for the
Saudis with some determined
and skilful play on the right
side of the Swedes' penalty
area.

He pulled the ball back to
Fahad al-Bishi, whose first-
time shot flashed through a
crowded area hut just wide of
the pest.

In the '36th, Saeed al-
Owairany who. scared s spec-
tacular solo goal against the
Beigians to clinch a second
round for the Saudis, let fly
with a 30-meter shot that
Swedish goalie Thomas Ravelli
saved at the fool of his lefi-
hand post.

Tomas Brolin carved out
another chance for Sweden
after five minutes of the sec-
ond half, dribbling round two

See Page 12 Col 1
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NANDIGRAM (Bogral, July
3: Prime Minister and BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia said here today that her
government had turned
Bangladesh into a prosperous
country through massive wel-
fare-oriented programmes in

| the last three years. reports

She was addressing two big
mfr.'unga — one at the

Nandigram Mansur
[]t‘ﬂrf"l‘ College figid and other
at the Karirhat High School
field, four miles from here, to
seek votes for her party nomi-
nee in the Jul® 7 parliamentary
by-election in Bogra-4.

The BNP Chairperson, who
completed first day of her two-
day campaign today urged the
volers Lo casl their votes in
favour ol the 'sheaf of paddy’,
the election symbol of the
BNP. to elect her party nomi-
nee Dr Ziaul Hug Mollah.

Hossain

New role for | Khaleda seeks vote for
BNP nominee in Bogra

Dr Ziaul Hoque 31, a physi-
cian by profession is the eldest
son of late Azizul Huq Mollah. A
BNP MP, on whose death the
seat felt vacant,

The BNP Chairperson said
that a section of opposition
parties who had no issue flor
waging struggle were now boy-
cotting Parliament, They are
actually scared of seeing the
vast development programmes
undertaken by the BNP gov-

ermunent. she said,
Begum Zia said these par
tles were out to disrupt the

development process by rais-
ing anti-democratic issues.
Besides addressing the*pub
he  meetings the BNP
(Chairperson also talked with
people at different places of
Nandigram thana including
Namore, Boil and Khandar Hat
The wvillagers carrving
posters. banners and sheaf of
See Page 1200l 3

Bill for public limited

companies passed

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad (JS)] yes-
terday passed the Bangladesh
Industrial Enterprises (Ame-
ndment) Bill 1994 paving the
way for turning public sector
industrial units into public
limited companies.

Industries Minister M
Zahiruddin Khan, piloting the
bill, said the amendments
would make the industrial en
terprises under sector corpo-
rations ecanomically viable

The minister also argued
that the enlerprises placed by
the Industrial Enterprises
(nationalisation) Order 1992,
under the sector corporations
could not be made econom
cally viable due to misman
agement .

Khan said. moreover, In
pursuance of the government s
industrial policy and open
market econpmy, transforming
industrial units under the cor
poration into public limited
comparnies would ensure par

ticipation of privaie share capi

tal as well as enhance
agement efficiency.

ment bill, a n
be incorporated in the original
order ol
providing the

or 1n

mari-

the amend-
provision will

According

1992 as Article 17A
scope for creat
ing new status of a public sec
tor industrial unit as a public
Hmited company

Article 17A reads as follows
"1 7A. notwithstanding any
thing contained in this order
any other law lor the
tirme being 1n force where a

corporation holds a majority ol

the shares or proprietary or
other interests in an industrial
enterprise, whether incorpo
rated under the Companies
Act, 1913 (VI of 1913} or nol
such corporation

(al shall ensure that
hoard of directors of every
such industrial enterprise
manage the affairs and busi
ness of the enterprise and that
the board :cts as the effective

See Page: |2 ool 7
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A Palestiman boy runs waving to PL() chairman Yasser Arafat blowing kisses while touring

(yaza city vesterday

AFP photo

Game 5 : Holland vs ireland at 22:05 (BST)
Game 6 :ﬂnﬂl at 01:30 (BST)

Body of Jahanara
Imam arrives

By Staff Correspondent

The mortal remains of
Jahanara Imam will be
back to Dhaka from the Uniled
States this afternoon by a
British Airways flight.

Leaders of different
parties and socio-cultural or-
ganisations will recetve the
body at the Zia Intermational
ﬂpurt at around 4 pm.

Mum

Her only surviving sen, .
Said Hossain Jami, Nirmul
Committee members
Hasan Imam and Shahriar
Kabh' will the body.
of the Ekattorer
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Jatiya
Samannay Committee Jahanara

' Imam passed away at a US

hospital on June 26. She was
suffering from oral ecancer.
The steering body members
of the Committee
See Page 12 Col 7

DSE likely to
see hectic
months ahead

By Inam Ahmed

The Dhaka Stock Exchange
(DSE) is expected to see hee-
tic months ahead once again as
a number of new issues will *
come to the market soon.

Foreign investors, after a
brief recess, are showing
growing interests in investing
in these primary issues besides
their usual interest in sec-

This week alone is to
see at Jeast over five i
dollars of foreign investments
in the share market,
to market sources. The

share price index which:-
dipped to as low as §35 points
fast month, has

- considerably and at

See Page 12 Col 6
Foreign Ministry
denies report

The Foreign Ministry yes-
terday said it was confident
that no foreign diplomat would

provide illegal shelter to con-

troverstal f[eminist writer
Taslima Nasreen who Iis

wanted by police, reports UNB.

A spokesman of the min-
istry said it is aware of a report
published in national dailies al-
leging that one western am-
bassador was giving fllegal
shelter to Taslima Nasreen.

“The dean of the diplomatic
corps has been contacted to
ascertain the fact,” the -
spokesman said. "We are con-
fident that no foreign diplomat
based in Dhaka would com-
promise the high respect and
protection accorded to a
diplomat by the - Vienna
Corrvention and the host coun-

The report published yes-
terday quoting a source said a
western diplomat was harbour-
ing Taslima and stressed that
the diplomat should be de-
¢lared persona non-grata for
violating the diplomatic norms
enunciated in the Vienna
Convention

Taslima Nasreen is wanted
bv police in connection with a
blasphemy case She has been
absconding since filing of the
case on June 4

Pro religion parties and Ye-
ligious leaders had enforced a
countrywide strike on June 30
demanding punishment to
Taslima, accusing her of, what
they said, blaspheming Islam
angd the holy Quran.

Attack on minister's

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET. July 3: Sylhet '
Kotowali peolice have arrested
48 persons for allegedly dam-
aging the official car of Jute
Minister Hannan Shah in
Syihet last Friday.

Those arrested include
some teachers and students of
Jamea Madania Islamia of
Kazirbazar, Sylhet. They were
arrested from the madrasah
hostel al midnight Iﬂm

The Jute Minister on -
was passing by a held in
protesi against the ki of a
schoolboy in pelice firing n
Kishoreganj during hartal
hours Thursday. The minister's
car was attacked by seme agl-
tated people. They pelied
bricks at the car causing dam-
age to window panes. Police
opened five rounds of tear gas
shells to disperse the mob.
Police later fled a case under
Anti-Terrorism Law.




