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Sao Paulo daily
predicts Fourth
of July upset

SAN FRANCISCO, July 2:
While Brazil fans gieefully pre-
dict the Fourth of July demoli-
tion of the United Stales, the
influential sports paper Gazeta
Esportiva of Sao Paulo is
preparing for a World Cup

upset, reports AFP.
1".h¢ headlines have already

been pencilled in: The day of
American soccer indepen-
dence.

Though Brazil are over-
whelming favourites to win

's second round match
at Stanford Stadium. Gazeta
Esportiva is sceptical.

Brazil easily qualified after
winning two and drawing one
of their group matches, but the
Brazilian press has heaped
criticism on their supposed
lack of style.

Brazilian c¢oach Carlos
Alberto Parreira tried to ex
plain that the Swedes made ir
difficult by playing defensively,
saying a more aggressive attack
would have been suicidal.

But the 12 reporters of
Gazeta Esportiva, who publish
28 pages a day on the World
Cup. just won't buy it.

“They believe the US
Independence Day holiday
could mark America's coming
of age in international football.

Gazeta Esportiva believe it
will be a big game, with a great
atmosphere, and could create
an incredible shock.

American goalkeeper Tony
Meola said a penalty shoot-out
after a draw could be America's

greatest hepe.

Ronaldo eagerly
awaits his turn

SAN FRANCISCO, July 2:
Admiration from the coach's
mother is all very well, but
Brazilian phenomenon Ronal-
do would rather get the nod
from Carls Alberto Parreira
himself, reports AFP.

The 17-year-old striker is
itching to become the
youngest Brazilian since Pele
in 1958 te play in a World Cup,

but so far he is playing second
fiddle to the more t:perl=

“Carlos is the sort of guy
you can ask these sort of

“1 really felt | might be able
to put a bit of life into the®
maich against Sweden. but
Carlos is the boss.”

Likeable and modest,
Ronaldo was seen off at the

in 57 matches for his

club Cruzeiro.
In six international appear-
ances he has scored one goal, a

He can shoot with either
foot, has fine dribbling skills
. and is also good in the air,
though it remains to be seen if
the comparisons to Pele and
Argentina’'s Diego Maradona
will prove justified.

While Parreira has so far
been reluctant to use his young
"star, he expects him to be a

major. player in years to come.

“With some players, you just |

know they are going to be
great, and Ronaldo is one of
them," he says.

Cruziero president Cesar
Masci said he had been offered
six million dollars for the
teenager by Ajax Amsterdam.

Masci said other European
clubs, including PSV
Eindhoven and Barcelona had

 also expresséd interest.

"He's just got it,” Parreira
said. "You can't put your linger
on it, but he’s got it.”

ACOG expects

similar success

WASHINGTON. July 2:
Increased US exposure to
football through the World Cup
will help create sell-outs at the
1996 Olympic tournament,
Atlanta Games Organising
Committee chairman Billy
Payne predicted here Friday,
reports AFP,

"The success football has
demonstrated in this nation
over the past two weeks
demonstrates our growing in-
terest in the sport,” Payne
said. "WE will have sell-outs.
We have begun to figure out
the World-was on to something
special. The world can expect
- this sport will be embraced by
this country.”

More than 2.49 million

- tickets will be available for the
Qltympic football tournament
that begins in 750 days.

End of a decade's project

B BOSTON, July 2
q‘% They seem {o

have come alive
L in the last six

months. Actually,
they've been buil-
ding lor a decade.

Ever since Nigeria won the
inaugural FIFA World Under-17
Championship on in August
1985, and then took the
bronze medal in the World
Youth (U-20} a month later,
some in the soccer world have
been anticipating their arrival
on the World Cup stage, re-
ports AP.

"We want to get as far as the

semifinals and make a record
for Africa.” said Nigeria's Dutch
coach Clemens Westerhof. "If
we get to the last four, the
Cup is in our face and we can
do something.”
Nigeria won the 1980 Africa
Cup title and were runners-up
to Camerdon in 1984 But
since their 1985 U-17 title
(théy were actually an Under-
16 championship then). the
soccer world has seen the
Nigerians coming.

Besides their 1985 success,
they finished runners-up at the
Africa Cup in 1988 (to
Cameroon again) and 1990 (to
Algeria).

But they also finished sec-
ond in the 1987 U-17 champi-
onship to the Soviet Union and
were silver medalists at the

1989 U-20s behind Portugal.

Getting to the 1994 World
Cup finals didn't come easy.
They breezed through the first
round of African qualifying
with a 3-0-1 record against
South Africa and the Congo.
scoring seven goals and allow-
ing none.

But the second round was
different. They were drawn
into the same group with Ivory
Coast and Algeria. the past two
Africa Cup champions.

They opened with a 2-1 loss
to the lvory Coast. They rallied

with a 4-1 victory over Algeria
on (wo goals by Rashidi Yakini
in their next game. But they
needed a 4-1 victory over the
lvorians in their home leg and

CLEMENS WESTERHOF

edge the Ivory Coast on goal
differential.

The Nigerians' good fortune
continued in March and April.
weaving their way through 11
other nations in Tunisia to
capture the African Nations

P
A 3-0 victory over Gabon

and 0-0 draw with Egypt got

them to the quarterfinals,
where they ran over Zaire 2-0
on two second-half goals by
Yekini.

Another Yekini goal enabled
them to draw 2-2 with their
old nemesis the Ivory Coast in
the semifinals after 120 min-
utes, and then won on penal-
ties. .

Then in the final Emanuel
Amunike came off the bench
for the first time in the tour-
nament to score’a pair of goals
and give Nigeria the title over

sentimental fimunteu Zambiz -

2..
it sent the African

champion to the World Cup for
ﬂlﬁﬂrl-t time Itnﬂ: Zaire in

1974

in the run-up to the World
Cup, Nigeria have relied on
Yekini. Named the African
Footballer of the Year this pasi
seasorn, the 29 year-old striker
scored eight of Nigerias 17
goals in qualifying using his
speed, powerful shot and burly
physique

But at the African Cup i
nals. ,20-year-old Austin
Okocha and 19-year-old
Sunday Oliseh also came to the
front

Okocha whe plays for
Eintracht Frankfurt in the
Bundesliga, is known for his
ball handling skills, which has
even drawn the attention of

Pele.

Oliseh, conversely. has
gained attention for his man-
marking and passing while also
playing for FC Liege in the
Belgian first division. He has
transferred to Reggiana and
will play in Italy next season

The Nigerians built out of
players from leagues all across
Europe and Northern Africa
(Belgium. England, Egypt.
France, Germany. Hungary
Portugal and Turkey, as well as
Nigeria), have an attack so fast
that it sometimes leaves its
defence in Lrouble. :

Sometimes the attack geis
so far ahead of the play that it
leaves itself vulnerable to coun-
terattack. )

Cameroon were the darling
of the 1990 World Cup, earn-
ing Africa a third berth for
1994. Nigeria doesn't have the
burden of proving African soc-
cer to get another berth — that
was taken care of in politick-
ing by FIFA President Joao

HIW.

But there is still the matter
of proving African soccer equal
with Europe and South
America. Beating Italy on
’htudny would be a healthy

MARTINSVILLE,

New Jer-sey, July
2: Arrigo Sacchi
is counting on
the fear factor to

< take Italy through
Tuesday’s second round World

Cup t:lalh with N!.gerl.,, npnrts}
AFP, B
'Ifl'dh:diﬂiﬁcclmuld
not have chosen to play Nige-
.. the [talian coach admi-
tted on :
"We will have all the pres-

&

sure. The reality may be that

Nigeria has been the revelation
of this tournament but the fact
that they are not one of the
traditional football powers
means Italy has nothing to win
and fo lose.

“If we lose it will be pre-
sented as a disgrace, like an-
other Korea.” Sacchi said in a
reference to Italy's first round
elimination by North Korea in
1966 — a defeat which re-
sulted in the Itallan sguad be-

peltad with rotten toma-
tnu on their return to Rome.
"If we win nobody will think

"~ ARRIGO SACCHI
anything of it."

Despite his admiration for
the explosive power of Nigeria,

Sacch1 relying on F factor

Sacchi is confident his side
can advance to the quarterfi-
nals.

Historically, Italy has always
done better against tough op-
ponents.

“That was the case in 1982

- when we won after playing

terribly the first round and it

was the case in the group ;

where our best match was
against Norway when we had
everything to lose.

“Fear is a very strong moti-
vator and I think the players
are well aware of the stakes in-
volved in this match.”

“If we see a Nigeria like the
one that played against
Bulgaria we will have a very
tough task but if they play like
against Argentina things will
be very different.”

“If we play like we did
against Ireland we don't de-

serve to beat anyone.” Sacchi
said.

Rehef too brief for hosts

Mofazzal Humin
who registered
the first win for
hosts Bangladesh
when he scored a
hard-fought 4-3
win over Brunei's ZSA Halim
late Friday night, could not
keep the momentum against
Sri Lankan S Boteju and was
simply outclassed on the third
day of the 11th Asian snooker
championship at he ballroom
of Dhaka Sheraton Hotel yes-
terday.

Friday's win came as a
pleasant surprise for the local
fans, who must have given up
hopes of a Bangladeshi victory
after the top two national
cueists fared rather miserably
in their respective engage-
ments. Howewver, their ephe-
meral euphoria was replaced
by an all too familiar and
longish tale of local losses as
all three local participants
found themselves at the wrong
and of the table.

For the record. all of them
— Mofazzal, Adrian Gonsalves
and NC Ghosh were

trounced by the similar margin -

R
.....

inene cueist Yihsien Lee,
ehanlplunahlp at the ball room of the Sheraton Hotel yesterday.

S
o ports Reporter
Apart from the loss in the-

. first session, Mofazzal also lost

his match in the last session
against Chan Kwok-Min of
Honk Kong. This session also
saw a thriller of a match be-
tween Indika Dodangoda of
Shri Lanka and Luis Saberdo of
the Philippines, which was
settled in the last of the best-
of-seven frames when the
Lankan chHnched the frame
with a brilliant break of 128.
The two other matches of
this session produced similar
4-0 scorelines as Alok Kumar
of India beat Yi Hsien-Lee of
Chinese Taipel and Malaysian

Yung King-Foot got rid of ARH

Mohiddin of Brunei.

Alok Kumar also won his
other preliminary robin league
match of the day when he
compounded the miseries of
Bangladeshi Adrian Gonsalves,
the national number two, win-
ning by a 4-0 margin. Kien-
Foot also had little trouble in
taking care to Ricky Chew of
Singapore 4-1.

Preecha Saebe of Thailand

was stretched a bit in over-

coming Kwok-Ming 4-1 but
ence aga,ln Dodangoda, the
promising Lankan, was in the
middle of a thriller against
Ghen Huian of China before
scraping home 4-3.

The third session saw yet
another defeat for -national
number one Narayan C Ghosh
as the Narayanganj player went
down to Chan Wai-Tat of Hong
Kong. Singapore's Freddie Soh
was all over ZSA Halim of
Brunei in a 4-0 result while
the tournament favourite Ooi
Chin-Kay of Malaysia had a 4-1
win over Pakistani
Mohammed.

In the first session, Saleh, .
however; got a win when he
outplayed Hsien-Lee 4-1 and
so did Saberdo against Sheng
Yung-Lin of Chinese Taipei by a
similar margin.

Meanwhile, Bengal Airlift
Ltd announced a special prize

for the highest break in the -

tournament. S Kantawang of
Thailand appeared headed for
the prize after breaking the
Asian record with a fanlastic
break of 139 on Friday.

in action on the third day of the 11th Asian snc:--:}ker
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Saleh .
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referee the Fourth

SAN FRANCISCO, July 2:
The United States have gone
high-tech in their quest to
beat Brazil in their fourth of
July World Cup second-round
clash at Stanford Stadium, re-
parts AFP :

Assistant coaches have fed
data from Brazil's first three
matches into a computer.
Every play is logged. and lines
crise-crosg the screen showing
the paths of the ball. An oppo-

nent can then work out the
most frequent moves — and
hopefully counter them.

The United States have
never beaten Brazil in five at-
tempts, and in their four ga-
mes since 1976 have not even

« scored a goal. Should they do

the unlikely and make the
quarter-finals. they could tha-
nk partners Zvi Friedman and
Jon Kotas who designed the
software,

The majority of players
seem to like the device, but
coach Bora Milutinovic is
sceptical.

Parreira defends
his approach

SAN FRANCISCO, July 2:
Brazilian coach Carlos Alberto
Parreira hit back at press crit-
icism of his team from major
Brazilian newspapers. reports
AFP.

Burros or, in English, don-
keys was the cry from Brazlian
fans in Detroit on Tuesday as
they failed to shirle in a 1-1
draw with Sweden.

The cries were picked up
by at least one newspaper as
Brazil were slammed for their
lack of finesse and artistry.

But Parreira countered:
"Sweden had an organised de-
fenice and a strong aerial game.
As far as’ tactics were con-
cerned, it was a most organ-
ised feam, it could not be a
pretty game.

"Can we be blamed for the
defensive attitude of Sweden, "
he asked.

"Brazil was the only one
which tried"to win~th-  _.ne.
We didn't want to do ot and
attack recklessly becruse there
was no need to do that."

Parreira sal " _ne critics had
failed to understand the con-
text the game was played in.

"This game was a com-
pletely type of game.
Brazil had already qualified. We
were bound to come first or
second. We were playing in a
stadium which diti not help as
it was smaller than the other

grounds,” he said.
"It has never been easy to

cope with the criticism and

it's not any different now."

. He the fear factor from
otlm*temsnﬂcnnmdtttd:lf-
ficult for piay-'lth

"Everybody plays defen-
sively against Brazil. It makes it
difficult for our own game to
flourish;" he said.

% But he added: "I have not
see any team  better than

_thdre:pmzﬂ

. Brazil."

Twice yellowed
_group of eight

+  DALLAS, duly 2: US mid-

fielder John Harkes is one of |

eight players suspended for
the second round eof the World

Cup, reports AP,
Harkes received two yellow

' ‘cards jn the first round and

will not be available for the
United States <ame Monday
against Br I at Standford,
Calif.
» Others who will be out be-
cause of two yellow cards re-
ceived in the first round are
Jan Wouters of the Nether-
lands,; Joaquin Del Qlmo of
Mexig®. Florin Raducioiu of
-and- Jose Luis
ero of Spain.—

Gone with reu car’s are
Italy goalkeeper Gianluca Pag-
liuca and Romania's lon Vla-

. doiu, who was sent home by
- his team for poor conduct on

Also dlsmissed from his te-
am was' Germany's Stefan Ef-
fenberg for an insulting ges-
ture directed at fans in the
Cotton Bowl last Monday. He,
too, had accumulated two yel-

| low cards in the first round.

Carter to
referee Italy,
Nigeria game

. LOS ANGELES, July 2: Me-
xico's tough disciplinarian Ar-
turo Brizio Carter, who handed
out two red cards and nine
bookings in two World Cup
first-round matches, will
referee  the Nigeria versus
Italy second-round match on
June 5, reports AFP.

France's Joel Quiniou will
of July
World Cup clash between the
United Stateés and pre-tourna-
ment favourites Brazil, FIFA
announced Friday.

Denmark's Peter Mikkelsen
will referee his third match of
the tourmament, Holland v
Ireland in Orlando on July 4,
and Syria's Jamal Al-Sharif will
be in charge of his third

game when he referees Mexico
v Bulgaria in New York on

; July 5.

e

(‘ETI'ING BACK INTO SHAPE- lmured UH m:dﬂelder (‘lludlo Ih_fnn runlﬂth o mlll '
parachute as part of an exercise routine for his

damaged t hamstring d tr
session at Mission Viejo in Les Angeles. righ ng during a training

— AFP photo

Perspective changes with

SANTA CLARA

US national team

i

mostly empty, the water is bad

and the glass is dirty. .

While the Americans spent
their day for a draw,
practising penalty kicks in an-
ticipation of ‘a need for them
against the Brazilians in their
second-round matchup at
Stanford, on Monday. the
World Cup favourites defended
themselves for achieving "onily”
a draw against Sweden, re-
ports AP.

Coach Carlos Alberto Pn.r—
reira tried to explain that a
draw wasn't a bad result. In
fact, It was good.

"We attained our "
coach Carlos Alberto
said. "Brazil was first’ in its
group. We passed our qualify-
ing round easier than any
other team. We were never
even threatened.”

There were special
lems against Sweden,

The field was small and lumpy
The Swedes played deﬁ‘m-
sively. Thcre Was no pressure

Calif. July ‘2 The

views a draw as a
glass half-full. .

the point of view

to win because both teams

- were already qualified.

Hardly nnulfartury for the
Brazilian fans.
Back home, the press exco-
riated Parreira's team for what
it considered a sub-par per-
formance.

One Rio de Janeiro news-
paper ran the headline "Show
of Incompetence.” Another
screamed: "Wake Up, Parreiral”

"Our nl:gnctlw: is always to
play well,” Pdrreira said pa-
fiently. "Brazil can produce
more (and) it will grow during
the tournament. But we must
have patience. We can't com-
mit suicide.”

The Americans know the
pressure is on Brazil and will
try to use it to their advantage,
he warned. Bragilan$ ﬂmﬂdn
fall into that trap. )

"There's a great impatience
for Brazil to itself —
and go home. early. But that
won't happen. A team must
have technique and efficiency
-The days of magic and-
are over. They don't exi
soccer anymore. Now it's elim-
ination. Make a mllll.h! and
you're out.

But don't tell Brazilians
about caution. For the
that gave the world Pele, they
want showtime, every time.

On Thursday, the players
walked from lh-e field into the
press zone like cows inte a
school of piranhas. Forward
Zinho had to explain over and
over why he had played poerly
against Sweden and if he
thought he deserved to he
benched.

“Yes, | know | played badly.
| have self-criticism. And not
only against Sweden. | didn't
make a pretty showing in the

first two ﬂmow

have mo
lamely.

"1 don’t understand why you
attack us.,” said defender
Jorginho. "You want to win. So

" do we, Were all in the same

boat. We just dén't want to re-
peat the mistakes of the past.”
Only once did Parreira be-
tray his exasperation.
A reporter asked if he

agreed with a published story
sthat called Brazilian journalists

-'thc most fanatic and disagree-

able at the Cup.
"thhuut a doubt whatso-
ever,” Parreira replied.

» Mlﬁ&lﬂﬂ VIEJO,
Calif, July 2: Born
| Milutinovic pro-
bably will pull a
fast one against
‘ Brazil: Cobi Jones
is thf: likely midfield repla-
cement for: the suspended
John Harkes, reports AP.

"l think | add a lot more
speed in the offensive attack,”
Jones said Friday as the United
States prepared for Monday's
second-round game - at

>

_Stanford Stadium. "Hopefully 1
|eam put to good use against the

Brazilians:. Hopefully I'm put to
good use with Ernie.”

Jones combines with Ernie
Stewart, and Eric Wynalda to
give the United States one of
the speediest front lines in the
tournament.

"He's the kind of player who
l;fvuta you on your heels as a de-

der,” Wynalda said. "He's

tjemel}r explosive."
ones, 24, creates excite-
ment among fans with his
dreadlocks and ready smile.
He has five goals in 53 inter-
national appearances but
played just 59 minutes in the
first round, substituting for
Stewart twice up front and for
Tab Ramos in the right mid-

field against Romania.

“In the third game |.came
in with more time (64th
minute) and in a position I'm
used to playing,” Jones said. "I
think I did prett]r well."

Jones to replace Harkes

Harkes is more of"a defen-
sive player, creating a different
dynamic on the left side. Jones
looks to attack. _

- "When we broke out with
Ernie and myself, we've sofhe-

times broken out too uh:k.

;;;;;

.....

COBI JONES

Wynalda said. "He's able to get
into the attack fast.” ?

Jones teammates aren't
worried about him fitting into
their flow.

~"I've played in the prepara-
tion games with him and we
have good rapport.” said de-
fender Paul Caligiuri, who also

plays on the left side.
The Americans were (o

practice at their training camp
in Mission Viéjo on Saturday

morning before flying on a
charter from El Toro Marine
Base to San Jose. They'll prac-
tice at Stanford on Sunday.

"t is a very difficult thing
that is ahead of us, but not im-
possible,” Milutinovic said .
Friday. "We have-everything to
, gain and nothing to lose, That's
! situation we should take full

advantage of."
Up north, Brazil practised
Friday at Santa. Clara

University. Brazilian media was
hysterical after Tuesday's 1-1

o Eﬁ?ﬁg‘ls :ggﬁorulcly nothing

to worry about,” Brazil coach
Carlos Alberto Parreira said.

US assistant coaches say the
Americans will try to play a
compact defence, clog the
middle and ferce Brazil to at-

tac rg \Lli:g [Ianlsz‘1E|IE i |

tea
technically.” Parreira said. "It
has cained a lot of experience,
defends very well and attacks
dangerously. The Americans
will try to pass the ball around
and Brazil will have to take the
initiative and move onto the

attack."”

Brazil is 5-0 against the

Americans. outscoring the
tinited States 20-3. US players

say the history isn't important.

"The' toughest thing in
sports is to win when you're
expeeted to win,” US assistant
.coach Sigi Schmid said.

Rufat, a

T MASSACHUSET-
‘J TS, July 2: Peter
' Rulai saw the

E light after he
: © scored two goals

for his schoolboy
teamn in Nigeria, reports AFP.

Rufai, a gangling 13-year-
old, played centre forward for
the last time that day.

“The other team got one
goal back and 1 was very
upset,” he said.

So Rufai bundled the goal-

"keeper out of the way, donned

the gloves himself, and has
never looked back.

"l made a few saves. My

mates told me to stay there

and | have ever since—no re-
grets,” says the 30-year-old
who is looking for a new club
in Germany or England after
finishing his contraect with
Dutch elub Deventer Go- Ahead
Eagles.

"They have asked me to
sign on again, but [ am looking
for something else. I admire

retiring

the German league and fancy a
big club there, or maybe in
England,” said Rufai., whose
ido] is the great German
keeper Sepp Maver.

A 12-year veteran of the
side, capped 79 times for
Nigeria, Rufai came (o the
World Cup with a glowing rep-
utation after helping the side

win the 1993 African
Championship,
Once he even put his

striker's talent (o use, scoring
a goal from the penalty spot for
Nigeria against Tunisia.

A favourite of extrovert
Dutch coach Clemens Wester-
hof. Rufai, like meost goal-
keepers is a born eccentric

With the strength and the
height of a night club bouncer
Rufal is a retiring introvert
who lists playing tennis and
reading as his interests.

But Rulal doesn't read who-

done-its He packs his travel

bag with heavyweight tomes on
microeconaniics in the mod

introvert

ern world accountancy for in-
ternational management, and
global economic prospects. '

“1 like to read im may spare
time,” said Rufai, who com-
pleted a Master of Business
Administration degree at
Antwerp University during his
spare time.

1 like figurr:a | like to puz-
zle things out.

Football only satisfies one
aspect of Rufai’'s complex
character, but he is grateful to
the game.

"Football took me to
Aperica. It gave me so much.”
he said "I can’t turn my back
on it. Football carried me for-
ward."

But he does not acknowl-
edge thal he made a mistake,
sayving: "It was not really a mis-
take. There Is a difference
between a mistake and some-
thing you do not quite well
enocugh, It was something |
did not do good enough.”
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