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Today's World

Cup Fixtures

Sweden vs Saudi Arabia

Argentina vs Romania
(For details see page 1)

Motive, not
anabolic

LOS ANGELES. California,
July 2: An Olympic drugs spe-
clalist has dismissed claims
that Diego Maradona's dope
test proved he had taken per:
forinance-enhancing substan-
ces, reports AFP,

“If he had really wanted to
improve his performance he
would have takeri something
else.” Dr Jacques Rogge told

"AFP from his home in Belgium

"Those five substances were
not sufficient to make a sub-
stantial difference,” added the
International Olympic Commi-
ttee Medical Commission's
vice-president.

Argentina’'s World Cup cap-
tain was expelled from the
World Cup when he failed a

test which revealed five
ephedrine-related drugs.
FIFA medical officials

stressed they had been unable
to find any medicine which

contained all five drugs in an |

apparent attempt to rule out
the possibility he took it acci-
dentally as part of a cold or al-
lergy remedy. '

“We suppose it must be a
cocktail,” FIFA executive
committee member Dr Michel
D'Hooghe of Belgium said.

D’'Hooghe Who sat on the
panel which heard the case,
added on Thursday: "Somie of
the five banned substances are
used in weight-reduction med-

Maradopa had shed 26
pounds in his fitness battle and
rose though the drugs might
have been taken as a condi-
tioner.

‘It could have been pre-
pared by an unqualified per-
sor.” he said. "And vou have to
_ remember that people some-
times disregard prescriptions
drugs .themselves in
the belief it will do them
good.”

FIFA has yet to decide on
Maradona's future but banned
him for 15 months in 1991 for
cocaine use. Athletes face a
two-year ban for stimulant use
but labour laws prevent FIFA
from adopting the same tough

penalties on professional
sportsmen.

. Boost for
. Third World

DALLAS, July 2: The un-
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PASADENA, Calif,

e July 2: Troubled

i:,‘;i- . Argentina, shatt-

- ered by the banis-

J £ hment of Diego
Maradona and a

humbling defeat by Bulgaria,
try to regroup Sunday in a
second-round match against
surprising Romania. reports
AP.

Argentina were one of the
more impressive teams in the
early World Cup games. but
then Maradona tested positive
for ephedrine, a stimulant. and
was banned by FIFA

Deflated by the loss of the
inspirational beacon and mas-
terful playmaker, Argentina
was a team in disarray in a 2-0
loss to Bulgaria hours after
Maradona was  barred
Thursday. 3

"“Of course their spirits
were low on the field.”
Argentina coach Alfio Basile
said. "He's a leader for our
players... Maradona's presence
alone lifts our players way over
our rivals." '

Without Maradona initiating
the attack, there will be more
need for strong individual

performances [rom Gabriel

Batistuta, who scored three

goals in the first round,
Claudio Caniggia. who had
as Argentina opened play with
a 4-0 victory over Greece, then
a 2-1 win over Nigeria. .
Leonardo Rodriguez started
in place of Maradona again
Bulgaria, and he was su
out by Ramon Medina Bello.

and
two

HAND OF DESISTANCE: Disgrac
by his wife Claudia (L) stretches an unwelcome wave of
arriving at Logan Airport in Boston on Friday,

st
bbed

.......

......

........

ed Argentine soccer ¢

an attack.
Romania, a longshot that

won their group, also will be

missing a key player for the
afternoon game at the Rose

Bowl. The absence of Florin .

Raduciociu, however. sghould
take considerably less of an
emotional toll on Romania than
the loss of Maradona did on
Argentina.

Raducioiu, who had scored

two goals in the first round for

Romania. drew his second yel-
low card in Sundays 1-0 win
over the United States and
thus cannot play in the sec-
ond-round game. :

"He is a very important
players,” coach Anghel lordan-
escu said. "He is our siriker
and one of our best forwards.
He will be difficult to replace.”

Hie Dumitrescu, who had
five goals in Romania's eight
World Cup qualifying maiches.

probably will move up from his
midfield peosition to try to
close out scoring opportuni-
ties.

While Argentina will be
without Maradona. the
Romaniaops will have his
European equivalent —
Gheorghe Hagi, known was
"The Maradona of the
Carpathians.” i il

Hagi, a talen ymaker
and scorer, had two goals and
two assists as the Romanians
went 2-1 in the opening
round. They beat group
favourites Colombia 3-1, logt 4-
| to Switzerland. then shut out
the United States.

"Without Maradona.

HglthumlhletnErlttl

LOS ANGELES,

< %r:rnh July 2:
news that

Diego Maradona,
arguably the best
footballer in the
world, is out of the World Cup
has begun to sink in around
the world, reports AFP.

Australian socceroo captain
Paul Wade. who marked Mara-
dona in the final Weorld Cup
play-offs in November, said: “|
am ted with what has
happened to htm. but | do not
condone fbr & moment what he
did.

"He deserves (o be sent
home and he deserves not to
play again for what he did "

However, Wade said the
ephedrine cocktall did not ap-
pear to have had any effect on
Maradona's play.

"He did not look any
sharper on television, he did

Former socteroo captain
John Kosmina said: "He is an
idiot. Given his past record,
whether he had a cold or not.
he should have been a bit more
careful *

Argentine officials dropped
Maradona from their roster
Thursday after he tested posi-
tive for five banned drugs. all
related to the stimulant ephe-
drine.

They are available in over
the-counter cold remedies. but
no known product corndiains all
five .

The positive test put paid to
Maradona's effort to cap his
comeback from a |15-month
ban for cocaine use with a tn-
umphant World Cup perfor-
MAanoe.

Kosmina who played for
Australia in two World Cup
campaigns, added: "He must
have known he would be a
target for testing after he had
already served time for an
other offence before this

‘It is a shame that such a

aptain Diego Maradona accnma-nied
the hand to the prying pressmen after

— AFP photo

In a heap of broken images

Argentina is still a great team,”
Hagi said. "But we are not
afraid of Argentina. We want to
remember Italy in '90 (when
Romania was eliminated by
Ireland in the second round)
and do better."

Despite Argentina's woes,
lordanescu said that it is a
good team with “or without
Maradona. He also said it is a
World Cup where virtually ev-
ery game is even.

"It is a World Cup when the
value= are very balanced be-
cause .. the specific condi-
tions,” he said. "The heat. the
traveling, the different time
zones across th= United States
where the games are being
played has contributed to this.

"From a team point of view,
you have to be of veéry strong
character, have players who
are like fighters. It requires a
lot of physical and psychologi-
cal endurance’ The teams that
do well alse have a lot of facti-
cal discipline and play with in-
telligence.” o

PROBABLE TEAMS

ROMANIA: Florin Prunea:
Dan Petrescu, Miodrag Belode-
dici, Daniel Prodan, Tibor
Selymes, Dorinel Munteanu,
Gheorghe Popescu, Gheorghe’
Hagi (capt), lonut Lupescu, Hie
Dumitrescu, Marian lvan.

ARGENTINA: Luis Islas:.

Roberto Sensini. Fernando
Jose Chamot. Diego Simeone,
Fernando Redondo. Leonardo
Rodrigu=z, Abel Balbo, Ariel
Ortega. Gabriel Batistuta.

Maradona throbs

brilliant footballer has to fall
this way,” added Australian as-
sistant coach Les Scheinflug.

While Maradona quietly
slipped back from Dallas. Te-
xas, to Boston, Massachusetts
on Friday's the Argentine
teamn traveled to Los Angeles
for their second-round match
against Romania. 3

His legion of fans through-
out the world wvoiced their
Bl ;

About 500 fans demonstrated
in western Bangladesh against
the decision to expel him, calling
it a "conspiracy.” :

It was a "part of a conspiracy
to discredit the superstar,” the
supporters alleged after mar-
ching through Pabna district's
major streets, the United News

Dutch roll on

AMSTERDAM, July 2: The
Netherlands maintained their
unbeaten record on the sev
enth day of a seven nations
men's tournament on Friday
when they beat Argentina 3-1
reports Reuter

The Dutch now meet
Australia. who also have a 100
per cent record, In the final
tournamern! match on Sunday
Austiralia must first meet

Pakistan today

Argentina. who have proved
surprisingly obdurate during
the week held (he world
champions until the fourth
minute of the second hall
when Taco van den Honert

flicked a penalty corner into
the roof of the net

Three minutes later Leo
Klet1: Gebbink laid o the sim
plest of chances for Marc
Delissen and Van den Honert

with another penalty corner
scored the third

With seven ofimit: < reriiainl
ing Jorge Lomin pounced dui
ing a scrambie in the Dwtch
goalmouth 16 reward late
Argentindan pressure

of Bangladesh agency reported.

They also pledged to boy-
cott viewing .the World Cup
games, most of which afe be-
ing broadcast live on state-run
Bangladesh T evision, unti]
Maradona returned,

FIFA sald Friday that they
would not hear an appeal in
the case, while Buenos Aires
radio carried another tele-
phone interview with Mara-
dona in '‘which he denit‘ ta-
king drugs.

Julio Grodona. presi of
the Argentine Football -
ciation, said he believed Mara-
dona took the drugs tnad
vertently.

"Surely Deigo did not know
anything,” He said. but he de
nied that There was any, con
spiracy of FIFA's part

“It, is not a matter of life and
death. but semething that
happens in sports with certain
rules. You have to comply with
the rules.”

Meanwhile. Maradona was
apparently still in Boston
Friday evening. but hoped to
link up with the Argentine
team before their second
round match in Los Angeles

His wife. Claudia.) who had
been staying near the team's
Cup headquarters here. picked
him up at the airport., where
the distraught star arrived
after a night that included only
two hours of sleep

Maradona was not listed as’
a passenger on any interna
tional flights out of Boston's
Logan airport.

He could make reservations
to wavel within the Unitled
States under an alias.

He said he hoped to be able
o join up with his erstwhile
teamimates, who arrived in Los
Angeles Friday morning to
prepare for their second round
match with Romania on
Sunday

The Argentine squad traj
ned at a Los Angeles |iniversity
behind closed doors on Friday

afternoon. » 1
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A topical gift
GOTHENBURG, Sweden.
July 2: All 22-member of Saudi
Arabia's World Cup squad will
find a new Volvo 850 Saloon
awaiting them on their return
home, a gift from a football-fa-
natic Saudi businessman, re-
ports AFP. :

Wafaa Zawawi, whose Je-

4 dada Company imports Volvos

to Sapdi Arabia. bought the

cars for
(660,000 dollars), Swedish fi-

rtlﬁlﬂc;ql paper Idag reported

The Swedish cars are an
apprﬁpls‘lat: gift. as Saudi Ara-
bia meet Sweden in the seco-
nd round on Sunday.

"Regardless of how the ga-
me against Sweden goes on

Sunday, I will donate a Volvo to

every player,” Zawawi said.
Saudi team members will
now have to build extensions

on their garages— the royal
family gave each player a
Mercedes after qualifying for
the finals.

| Pure mistake!

BUENOS AIRES. July 2:
Diego Maradona has.admitted
he made a mistake taking the
pills that caused his expulsion
from the World Cup and an
end to his professional soccer
career, reports AP.

The star striker said Brazil
was now his pick to win the
Cup, which concludes July 17
in the Rose Bowl. :

In an interview with Buenos
Aires daily Clarin in the Dallas
airport, Maradona said he and
his personal dietician Daniel
Cerrini "forgot to report to
(team doctor Ernesto} Ligalde
that I was taking pills.”

"l took those pills as if they
were aspirin. Thousands of
players do it: but the cost is

5 always higher when Maradona

does it," the midfielder said.

Maradona called FJFA's de-
cision Thursday to suspend
him for taking the banned
substances, which included
ephedrine, an asthma medica-
tion that alsq is a stimulant.
"unfair.” because they are mak-
ing me pay very dearly for a
tiny mistake.”

"l never imagined | would
be left out of the World Cup
after so much sacrifice.” Mara-
dona said. "I'd like to remind

the peopie who suspended me

thhat 1 trained by myself for a
long time, and above all, that |

never needed drugs to play
well "

Asked if his decision to re-
lire was final, the 33-year-old
said, "Yes. it's all over. | re-
turned to play my fourth World
Cup. I gave it my best effort,
but it ended badly. Now | want
to spend most of my time with
-my f!rl:lly Soccer's over for

On Argentina's 2-0 defeat to
Buigaria in the Mﬂ of the
first round, Maradona said,
"before that match, we
hm::le of :rrurshr . but they were

yp for by the of
our fdryard line. S
""Now it's all evened out. But
I think that the boys and
(coach Alfio) Basile can build a
powerful team again once they

recover from the emotional

{ blow" caused by his suspen-

bar in life's

. game
UNITED NATIONS, July 2:
Joseph-Antonie Bell, goal-

keeper for the Cameroon na-
tional football team. presented
the outline Friday of a global
campaign against poverty sup-
ported by football players
around the world. reports AFP

Bell spoke before a UN
committee to present the
worldwide campaign “one goal:
Human development.’
launched in econjunction with
the United Nations
Development Programme and
“Survive.” a non-governmental

French agency.

The campailgn received
support from footballers on all
seven continents. including
Gabriel Batistuta of Argentina

Roberto Baggio of-+ Italy.
Juergen Klinsmann of
Germany. Roger Milla of
Cameroon, Rai de Souza

Olitveira of Brazil. Abed! Pele of
(hana and Vincenzo Scifo of

1 Beigum.

They signed an appeal call-
ing for “more human re-
sources to ensure that by the
end of tMe decade 1995-2006
no child will go without an ed
ucation, no human being will
denied either primary
health care of safe drinking
water. no one will condemned
lo go hungry and all coupses
who wish to determine the
size of their families will be

able 1o do so0.”

Following his speech to the
UN commitiee, Bell presented
UUN secretary general Boutros
Boutros-Ghall with lootbhalls
signed by players from every
national team. bearing the

campaign's logo

five million kronor.

Concerns of sheer COIltl'an

. DOLLAS, July 2:
\ Saudi Arabia fear

1 #;

f::‘“ the Swedes more

- ﬁ than the heat.

L The Swedes wo-
Ity more about

the heal than the Saudis.

Of the first-round survivors.
unbeaten Swede couldn't have
asked for a better opponent in
the round of 16. The only bad
thing is that Sunday's game
will be played in Dallas’ Cotton
Bowl, where the temperatures
sizzled in previous World Cup
games, reports AP, :

‘It's going to be hot. but we
are well-prepared.” said Swe-
dish coach Tommy .Svensson.
whose team tied Cameroon 2-
2. beatl Russia 3-1 and then
drew pre-tournament, Brazi]
1-1,

"We never ask ourselves if
were going to handle the heat.
only how we're going to do it."

Could cold towels help?

"We'll have towels and watey
on the sidelines.” Svensson
said. "It worked real well when
we practised in the heat.”

The Swedes first through
the ndon Kkickoff time would be
the werst possible.

"But we found out that it's
even hotter later i the after-
noon,” Svensson said.

Martinp Dahlin, one of the
hottest strikers i the first
round. will be abck after miss-
ing the Brazil game because of
two yellow cards in the earlir

} games.

"You bet I'm hungry to play,”
said Dahlin, who scored three
goals in the first two games.

But Dahlin, who returns up
front alongside Kermet Ander-
sso, is not overconfident. He
respects the surprising Saudis.

.« 1t will be a difficult match

because a lot of people expect
us to win,” Dahlin said. "They
have a good team, 1 think it's
timefor Sweden to really be
successful in a major tourna-
ment."

It's been a long time. In
1950 Sweden finispea third in

| Brazil, and as hosts eight years

later, runers-up after losing
the final to Pele's Brazil."

Dahlin didn't "make the
roster four years ago in Italy,
when Sweden went home early
ater losing all three 2-1.
He played but didn't score in
the 1992 European Cham-
pionships. The Swedish hosts
finished third, losing 3-2 in
the semifinals to Germany
after beating eventual champi-
ons Denmark 1-0 in group
play.

Dahlin's return to the line-
up against Saudi Arabia means
the versatile Tomas Brolin will
move back to midfjeld.

Brolin. the top scorer 'in the
1992 Europeans, played up
front against Brazil, sefting up
the opening goal with a long
looping cross to Andersson.

Except for the opener agai-
nst Cameroon, which was pla-
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‘MARTIN DAHLIN
yed in the Rose Bowl at Pasa-
dea, Calif. the Swedes haven't
felt the heat in the World Cup.
Their last two games were pla-
yed indoors at Pontiac's Silver-
dome.

Saudi Arabia, meanwhile,
played their Group F games in
much warmer temperatures on
the US east coast. in Washing-
ton to DC and Fast Rutherford.
NJ. It was not, hut it's much

hotter in Saudi Arabia, of cour-
el

"It will be a difficult game,

but we will play offensive soc-
cer,” Saudi coach Jorge Solari
said.
The surprising Saudis fin-
ished with a 2-1 won lost
record. losing to the Nether-
lands 2-1 ad then beating
Morocco 2-1 ad m 1-0.
But while the last result may
have been surprising, remem-
ber that Belgium were already
safe in the second round be-
fore taking on the Saudis.
Saudi striker Saeed Owai-
rann ran and ranfor the anly
score against Belgium with one
of the great, long-distance sco-

ring rus in World Cup annals. -

He eluded four defenders on
the B5-meire desh, then beat
goalkeeper - Michel Preud
‘'homme, who had not allowed
a goal i this World Cup.

"Allah is with us, and so vic-
tory will come to us,” Owaira
said after helping the Saudis

become the first Persia Guif _

‘nation to reach the second

round,

While the SAudis may have

one of the fastest teams in the

tournament, they are still yo-

ung and inexperienced. Except
for the Dutch game, they ha- .
ven't faced a team of Sweden's
caliber yet.

This is the Saudis' first
World Cup. Sweden have pla-
yed nine: and most of the
starters played i Italy four
years ago. In between, the
Swedes reached the semis in
the 1992 Europeans and pla-
yed in a much tougher qual-
ifying group than the Saudis,
filshig ahead of Bulgatia ad
France. Also, 11 players on the
Swedish rester are based
abroad in competitive Euro-
pean leagues. .

Sweden and Saudi 'Arabia
have only played once before.
That was two yeas at Riyadh,
g‘na;.ldi Arabia, and Swede won

"We did't have our best -
team.” recalled Thomas Ra-
velli, the most experienced
goalkeeper in the World Cup
who will make his 114th na-

tional team appearance Sunday
for Sweden. "We had our B

team and pla n artificial
turf.” ye. g

Svensson, who spent sev-
eral hours watching video ta-
pes of the Saudis,’ first-round
games, says he has a clear
picture about Sweden's oppo-
nents. -

"They have fast, technical
players.” Svensson said. "They
play with a lot of Guts.
were lucky to beat Morocco,
they had luck against the
Dutch and won deservedly over
Belgium.”

Sunday's winner will play
either Argentina or Romania
next week in the guarterfinals
at Stanigrd, Calif.

PROBABLE TEAMS

SWEDEN: | -Thomas Rawvelli,
2-Roland Nilson, 3-Patrik An-
dersson, 4-Joachim ;
5-Roger Ljung, 6- Sch-
warz, B-Klas [ngesson, 9-Jonas
Thern. 19-Kennet Andersson,
10-Martin' Dahlin, 9-Tomas
Brolin. y

SAUDI ARABIA: |-Mo-
hammad Al-Deayea, 4-Abdullah
Sulatman, 3-Mohammad "Al:
Kulawi, 5-Ahmed Jamil Ma-
dani. 13-Mehammad Abdul-Ja-
wad, 6-Fuad Anwar Amin, 8-
Fahad Al-Bishi, 16-Talal Jabrin,
9-Majed Abdullah, 10-Saeed

Owairan, 20-Hamza Saeed
Eglatah,

Referee: Renato Marsiglia
(Brazil). :

Kickoff: 1705 GMT.

. DALLAS, July 2:
. Martin, Dahlin,
who scored three
goals in Sweden's

| first tweo
but had to watch
the Group B finale from the

stands, can't wait to play again
in the World Cup, reports AP.

“You bet I'm hungry to play,"
said Dahlin. who returns up

front alongside Kennet
Andersson as Sweden meets

Saudia Arabia in the.round of
16 at the Cotion Bowl on
&]lhl!-' b

Dahlin's problem was, In
addition to collecting goals, he
also collected yellow cards iIn
the first two games ‘againsi
Cameroon (2-2) on June 19 in
the Rose Bowl at Pasadena.
Calif, and Russia (3-1) on June
24 in the Silverdome al
Pontiac, Mich.

Two vellow cards mean an
automatic one-game suspen-

sion

But the Swedes did well

Dahlin hungry for action

it's been a long time. In
1950, Sweden took the bronze

without their ace striker. tying medal in Brazil. As hosts eight

pre-tournament
Tuesday in the Silverdome.

Andersson gave the Swedes a

1-0 halftime lead — the only

goal Brazil has conceded in the

tournament.

Sweden is heavily favoured
against Saudia Arabia. which
upset already qualified Belgium
1-0 Wednesday to become the
first Gulf nation to reach the
second round.

But Dahlin is not overconfi-
dent. He respects the surpris-
ing Saudis.

"It will be a difficult match
because a lot of people expect
us to win.” Dahlin said. "The
Saudis have small fast and
technical players.

They have a good team but |
think it's time for Sweden to
really be successful in a major
tournament .

Brazil 1-1}

years later, the Swedes lost

, the final to Pele's Brasil.

Dahlin didn't make the
roster four years ago in [ltaly,
when Sweden went home early
after losing all three games 2 1

His breakthrough came in
the qualifying phase for this
World Cup. He scored seven
goals in nine qualifiers, includ-
ing wital equralizers against
France and Bulgaria. -

Dahlin s latest scoring — his
two headers against Russia
were games — earmed him not
only respect but a nice pay
raise with Bundesliga club
Borussia Monchengladbach
" Dahlin opted last week to
stay In Germany afier recetving
an offer from England's
Everton. which had proposed
Borussia a reported transfer
fee of dlrs 3 million

Ireland beware of Koeman

ORLANDO. Flo-
rida. July 2: Ro-
nald Koeman, the
Duteh master of
the free kick who
sent England tu:
mbling out of the World Cup,
has warned Jack Charlton's
Republic of Ireland they are
next on his hit list, reports
AFP

‘It is about time | scored
another ome for Holland." said
Koeman. whose professional
foul on England's David Platt
went unpunished in the vital
gualtfier. which the Dutch won
20 . b

I like Ireland's Packie
Boniner He is a very good goal-
keeper But if 1 take a free kick

F=
AW

well no goalkeeper in the
world is goint to <top 1" he
added i

Roeman's denidly exploits
from the edge of the penalty

box — oue ul hix free kicks was
measured o1 122 kph (76 kph)
i Darcelonas European Cup
semilinal win over FC Port —
will be a major dunger Ireland
in Monday's second round
meeting at the Citrus Bowl
herc. Charlton has to decide
whether to recall full-backs
Denis Irwin and Terry Phelan
from suspension. and the signs

are that Gary Keely and Steve
Staunton, who played againsi

Noryay on Tuesday. will miss
oult.

But Chariton will not name
his team until the day of the
match and is stil! waiting for
mmmwm to re-
sume training damaging a
hamstring in the goalless draw
against the Norweiglans.

RONALD KOEMAN

"It is just a precaution that
he missed the session.” sald
Charlton. who could also have

siriker Tony Cascarino avail-
able an the substitutes’ bench
for the first ime in the tour-
nament. _

The player faces a long haul
back from a torn calf muscle,
however, and Charlton admit-
ted: "We might just get 15
minutes out of him at the end
of a game if we need his head-
ing ability.”

The Irish are aiming to
meet favouriies Brazil in the
quarter-finals but Charlten
said: "Nobody should take any-
thing for granted. Everyone
expects them to bheat the
United States and Holland to
beat US but that might not be
the case.”

He added. "We know the
Dutch as well as anyone in
Europe and they have to be re-
spected because they still have
very good players. even though
they might have slipped a bit
in the world ratings.”

Chariton is still worried
about the regulatidns gn giving
water to players during
matches and revealed it
needed the intervention of a
FIFA officiab for players to
drink during the Norway clash.

Dutch coach Dick Advocaat
has banned all talk of the hest
in Orlando. where his team
have already played twice



