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Waiting Mothers

fLikl' 3, 1994

by Warda Nasser Ali

A motley crowd of women are seen lounging
in and around the compound of any of the
eountless schools of this city. Anyone less [a-
miliar with their wey may wonder what these
‘idle’ women might be doing at the odd hours
and in the strange places They siure were sup-
posed to be minding their household chores at
the time.

They keep sitting under the shade of a tree,
on benches and chairs of a nearby shop. on the
verandah of the school, in front of the gate, on
the staircases of Lhe school building or any-
thing convenient for such purposes.

In some schools you will find them sitting
on a piece of paper or cloth spreading on the
field and on the pavement.

They are guardians, specially the mothers,
of children studying in those schools. They are
to spend nearly three to four hours sitting and

mishaps. | don't take the trouble of coming 1o
school and going home twice. In this way I can
also save some rickshaw fares,” said Anwara
Azim. a housewife.

Why does she wait here till the end of the .

school hours? "This is very simple to me. To
save money, said Munira Zaman in reply.

Another lady Hosne Ara Rashid said, "1 feel
bored at home. | have only one daughter. At
that time [during school ‘hours) 1 am almost
alone in my house. 1 just come here to gossip
and spend time." What does she do when the
school is closed? On those days I find my
daughter with me at home. Then | am never
bored and the question simply does not arise
at all.” she exuded confidence.

"1 live far away from here. It takes almost an
hour to reach my house and the rickshaw fare
is naturally very high and if I go to my resi-
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waiting for their children to come out. In
order Lo ignore monotony and boredom they
keep themselves engaged in different sorts of
works. Seme of them deo embroidery works,
some of them knit woolen dresses, while some
of them make different kinds of handicrafis.
However, such long hours together cannot be
whiled away without gossip sessions. For, have
not wisemen (or is it male chauvinism!) said
that more than two men make a hat {[market)?
Cooking. prices of essentials. study of their
children, family affairs, figure in their discus-
sion. Even the national and international. fi-
nancial and pelitical issues are not left out.
would not be less appealing o them.
As a matter of fact, they feel at home there and
talk to their heart's content. Sometimes it be-
comes a place of sale and purchase. Some of
them even bring kids with them and in that
case they take care of the baby.

Some of the ladies spend the time by play-
ing different sorts of indoor games like ludo.
chess eic. Some of the guardians are found
preparing home tasks for their children. Some
them go through newspapers, journals.

magazines etc.
"In order to leasen the risk of accidents or
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dence after dropping my daughter in school |
get hardly an hour to spend at home. Again. |
am to start for school. By staying here | can
save energy, money and the trouble of going by
rickshaw for several times." said a guardian,

. Aleya Begum, who stays in the Madartek area of

the city.

In case of small children it is necessary that
someone must accompany them on their way
from residence to school and vice versa. But in
case of girl students of mid-level and higher
classes, the question of insecurity takes an-
other form,

The number of guardians who spend the
school hours with their children (of course
outside of the classes) is not fabulously big.
Their concern is not shared by many, but they
cannot help doing what they are doing in this
city of millions with mistrusts. These caring
mothers however receive little attention from
the schools thetr wards study in. Elemental
hazards give them little respite during their
long wait. The schools have the responsibility
lo take care of their little ones, not their
mothers. But the kids are as much attached to
their mothers as the mothers are to them. So,
attend the mothers too if you can.
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The run-down condition of the Mugdapara-Kamalapur link road in the city has been causing
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suffering to the people for a long time, It is the only road connecting the area to the busy road.

—Star photo

Singapore assures to help
modernise telecom services

Singapore has assured help
and assistance to Bangladesh
efforts for modernising the
country’s telecommunication
services, reports UNB,

The assurance was given
when Post and Telecomm-
unications Minister Tariqul
Islam met with his Singa-
porean counterpart. Mah Bow
Tan, in Singapore yesterday.

According to a message re-
ceived here. Tariqul Islam ap-
prised Lhe Singaporean
Minister of the present level of

developmeni{ in the telecom-
munications sector in
Bangladesh.

He also briefed Mah

Telephone
cable stolen

Some 400 telephones in
North Gulshan and Baridhara
areas went out of order due to
theft of 40 metres of tele-
phone cable of 2000 pairs
from Gulshan area, reports
UNB,

T & T Board central office
said vesterday concerned staffs
had already started working
round the clock to restore the
telephones as early as possible.

T & T authorities lodged a
case with Gulshan police.

Bow

Tan on the current pro-
gramme for expansion and
modernisation of the
telecommunication services in
the country.

The Minister said
telecommunication sector in
Bangladesh has already been
opened up for private invest-
ment. As a first step toward
this direction. private sector
has been allowed to operate at
the thana (sub-district) level.

He said Bangladesh would
like to benefit from the expe-
rience of Singapore which had
achieved tremendous success
in providing a very efficient
cost-effective service in
telecommunications.

Mah Bow Tan said although
the lelecommunications ser-
vice in Singapore is now mo-
nopolised by nationalised
Singapore
Telecommunications, some of
the mﬂnugulies will be over by

~1997.

He said the Singapore gov-
ernment is committed to the
policy of liberalising the
telecommunication industry in
phases.

Bangladesh High Commi-
ssioner to. Singapore M A
Malik was present during the
meeting.
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ADP projects under
Health Ministry
reviewed

A review meeting of the
progress of development pro-
ject under Annual Develop-
ment Programme (ADP) of
1993-94 was held in the city
yesterday, reports UNB.

Chaired by Health and
Family Welfare Minister
Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yusuf,
the meeting discussed the
overall annual development
programmes and development
activities under the Ministry of
Health and Family welfare.

The Health Minister ex-
pressed satisfaction while re-
viewing the development pro-
jects and hoped that further
progress would be achieved
during the fiscal 1994-95.

A total number of 63 pro-
jects in health sector have
been reviewed in the meeting.
Total fund allocation in the
revised ADP of 1993-94 was
Tk 305.70 crore of which 91
per cent had been utilised.

In family welfare sector, 38
projects had been imple-
mented during the year 1993-
94. Total allocation for these
38. projects was Tk 441.74
crore. of which 90 per cent
wgs utilised.

Overall, project aid utilisa-
tion was about 103 million US
dollar out of a target of 100
million US dollar guring 1993-
94, |

Health and Family Welfare
Secretary Syed Shamim Ahsan,
high officials of the Ministry
and project directors of the
concerned projects were pre-
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Two die in

road mishaps

By DMCH Correspondent

Two persons were killed in
two separate road accidents in
the city and at Savar yesterday.

Mohammad Jahangir, 15,
was killed when a speeding
bus hit a electric pole at
Khilkhet in the city yesterday
morning. He died on the spot.

In anther incident a pedes-
trian was killed when a
minibus knocked him at Savar
on the outskirt of the city at
aboul 7:30 am yesterday. The
victim, Jainal, died on the

spot.
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Protest day
observed

The Anti-Communal Stu-
dents’ Unity. an alliance of
pro-liberation students' organ-
isations, observed protest-day
yesterday in the capital, to re-
alise their four-point demand,
including trial of Jamaat-e-
Islami chief Golam Azam, re-

As part of their country
wide programme they brought
out a procession from the
Dhaka University campus, .

The rally was addressed by
JSD' (Inu} backed Chhatra
League general (secretary

Abdullahil Qaiyum. - .
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Y premises n the city vesterday
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Office of the Executive Engineer |
Khuina PWD Division-1 |

Khuina |
Notice Inviting Tenders
T No 79/1993-94 .

.  Sealed tenders in Bangladesh Form No 291 ) are hereby invited from all Classes of approved |

ADMISSION

i TO

SUMMER SESSION 1994
| 24 JULY-1 SEPTEMBER

Rain with gusty wind likely
Heavy talls are Hkely g1 places over Khulna Barisal divy
sions and the regions of Noakhali, Chittagong and Faridpur

Auring  the next 24 hours 1l 6 pm today. reports 1INB

Met oltice savs ocrasional moderate or moderately heavy
radn or thumdershower acoompanied by temporary gusty wind

5 like ol Huanyv places over Dhak Khul B a
Building Coatractors of PWD, as per Entitlement from the undermentioned work and will | 2B w';m it e s CRGTIR SERIEES :IOF'EN TO REGULAR AND NEW STUDENTS WITH ELIGIBLE ADMIS-
h 'vad h’ the humjt'hlgﬁfd G thLq“yfdf:nthﬂ NP“ L) :?;I;E‘; r‘:j} I:| | Lay: lemperature imay fall by 2 3 degrees (Celsius }?v” SiON OUAL'FlCAT!ON
Khulna/Bagerhat/Satkhira in thewr respective offices dp to 12 00 Noon of 2 L dldl Khulna Bansal divisions  and the reglons of Noakhal
be opened on the same day at 1215 PM 1n presence of the intending tenderers who may Chittagong and Faridpur Shght fall 'n day temperature is | iUB CUHR'CULUM IS APPROVED BY THE UN'VERS-ITY GHANTS
like to remain present. Each wender shall be 1n a sealed cover with the name of work RS R R P N R R B CA R | COMMISSION (UGC) AND DESIGNED WTH THE COOPERATION OF

Meantime Srimangal experienced the highest 368 mm

serscnbed on it_Tender torm will be sold up 10 24.7 94

| SEVERAL RENOWNED UNIVERSITIES ABROAD. IUB SYLLABI ARE

rain yesterrls,
m Name of work Estimated cost | Earnest money Time allowed Country = highest temperatuie 33 degrees Celsius was 'INTERNATIONALLY COMPARABLE AND CREDITS ARE TRANSFER-
: recorded a1 Khulua and Bogra whitle lowest 24 |1 degrees at . :
I, Hosprtal Buriding Tk 1.06, 108/ Th2:12% W) (Thiny ) days e e ' RABLE.
4 ass-IV type 9 290y Tk 2 3K6- M) i Thirty ) davs | | 1
| Dﬁ;k? : gy Lot Bl S [he st sets today (Sundav) at 650 pm and rises tomor ' Maximum courses and credits allowed during the summer session are 2
ol - row [Moriday] 41 5 16 am "
NB: SCEHE wender in separale carnest money shall have o be submiited in each group The anaxunimi dnd umimuom lemperatures and humdity I and E rESp&LIIVF‘ly L -
. : - of soime faor cities recorded vesterday were ’ ' : r o 5
3 The ieader forms together with schedule Of lems. specifications and terms and condinons Gy S T Temperatare in ¢ Humidity in Hﬂglﬁlratlﬂn and tuition fees pﬂ}fﬂbtﬂ on or before 11 JMI)F 1994
- o] § - : - rict wl the . ' g L elsis percenlage . —————
mr:un mj;;h::mu .r:n the un:e of ihtjund_nl;_:;i ed and the L xecutive thlg.m..ul i Miti Goam 6 pin For the form and enquiry, contact
won No 11, Khuina/Bagerhat/Satkhira during office hours on payment of usui : 725 bl : N ' : _ .
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! } ITAGOT L L S ' ' 3 . : —
S M Mosaddequzzaman Rajsiiali A7 2652 0 <) Telephones: 882091, 601073, 604129, Fax No 880-2-883959.
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ecuivie: Eagiocor Harrd 240 207 44 4 | Please note that the University Business Office located at 119F, Road 1
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