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f J‘, NEW YORK, July
‘ 1: Diego Marado-
na wanted to ma-
{ . ke this World Cup
a final blaze of
glory. But in the
end it spelled his renewed
downfall, reports AP.
Maradona, known for flam-

boyance bordering on the

outrageous both on and off the
field, rose to soccer's peak
when he captained ntina
to the 1986 World Cup. He also
led a much- mnlign Argen-
tine squad into the 1 final.

He was sidelined by drugs,

however, long before testing

positive fer ephedrine, a ba-
nned stimulant found in co-
mmon decongestants, at this
year's fournament. |

In March 1991, playing for
Napoli in the ltalian first divi-
sion and his career sagging,
Maradona failed a cocaine test.
He was suspended from inter-
national soccer for 15 months.

Next month he was ar-
rested at an apartment in the
Argentine capital Buenos Aires
and charged with possession
and consumption of drugs.

refused to return to

Na.ptsl after the drug ban.
World, seccer's bosses — know-
ing the man's drawing power
— brokered a trapsfer to
Spanish club Sevilla to get him
playing again.

His returm was unspectacu-

lar and it seemed Maradona's

days at the top were over.
But backed by loyal admir-

ers and pigued in his pride by
scornful critics — a fermer

Argentine player called him

and "fat as a pig" —
Maradona fought back after his
country qualified for the 1994

ham]mmp and was named

— ......m..._..___

FIFA secretary general Joseph Blatter (C) ahnws repurt&rs at a crowded press conference in
Dallas on Thursday the list of medications disgraced Argentine soccer idol Diego Maradona,

told the sport's governing body, was taking before the World Cup tournament began.
— _AFP photo

Saga of a modern Icarus

to the team.

"My condition is not what it
used to be,” he said. "Age is a
factor, but still, I want to retire
in glory.” he said.

The 33-year-old midfielder
began training only seven
weeks before the tournament
but lost 12 kilograms (26
pounds) and pumped up his
ego for his fourth World Cup.

"I'm going to shut the
mouths of those who say I'm
finished,” Maradona proclai-
med to reporters while jugg-
ling a practice ball between his
foot, head and shoulders.

Baggio no
quitter

MARTINSIVILLE, New Jer-
sey, July 1: European football-
of-the-year Roberto Baggio,

without a pgoal in the World -

Cup finals, said he had no
inténtion of surrendering his

place in the Italian attack to
the gifted Gianfranco Zola,
reports Reuter.

Billed as one of the poten-
tial starts of USA '94 Baggio
has been well below par as
italy laboured to third spot in
Group E.

"I've the highest regard for
Gianfranco (Zola), having got to
know him well over the past
month or so," Baggio said on
Thursday.

"But I don't intend to sur-
render my place to him."”

Baggio took a knock &n the
left leg in Tuesday's 1-1 draw
with Mexico but resumed

~ training on Thursday.

“Physically I'm fine.," he
said. "Hopefully, I can get a
al and the team produce a

tter perfnrmanr:e to turn '

things around.”

"I'm tired of those who say
I'm fat, that I've lost my re-
flexes and that I'm out of

shape,” he said., "They'll see
the great Diego at the World

Cup.”

In fact, Maradona was on
the way to making good on at
least part of that promise.

In Argentina's first two
games at this World Cup. he
proved that even without the
speed and strength of old, he

‘could make or break a game

with a few brilliant moves or
passes. :

He showed his touch of old
by slamming in a goal in a 4-0
thrashing of Greece. Against
Nigeria, he set up both goals by
Claudio Caniggia in Argentina's
2-1 win.

Maradona was due to reach
a new milestone in Thursday's
final first-round game against
Bulgaria — his 22nd World Cup
game, one more than Ger-
many's Uwe Seeler and Po-
land's Wladyslaw Zmuda.

Maradona did not become
known for doing things hali-

In the 1986 quarterfinal
with England, he knocked
the _ "Hand of
goal with his arm. Later in the
game, he laid down a brilliant
run past four defenders — one
of the most ] goals
ini history — to seal the 2-1 vic-

Last February, several re-
porters sustained slight in-
juries after air rifle shots were
fired from Maradumu home
in Buenos Aires.

The reporters, who hnd
come to ask about Maradona's
leaving club team Newell's Oid
Boys, said the player was carry-
ing a gun.

All about
ephedrine

LOS ANGELES. California
July 1: Ephedrine the drug
that forced Diego Maradona
out of the 1994 World Cup. is
used in a host of over-the
counter remedies, but its very
availability makes it dangerous
for sportsmen, reports AFP

The drug is classified as a
stimulant. and its side-effects
sometimes mimic the effect of
amphetamines.

Medicinally. it is used as a
decongestant to treat colds, al
lergies and asthma

It is one of a long list ol
stimulants banned by FIFA and
the International Olympic Co
mmitiee.

US swimmer Rick Demont
had to give back his 400m
freestyle: gold medal at the
1972 Olympics when he tested
positive for ephedrine. which
was an ingredient in his asth
ma- medication

Lately athletics officials have
tried to discover a mechanism
to separate inadvertent use of
small amounts of ephedrine
from deliberate use of the drug
to enhance performance.

So far they have falled, and
many have begun to question
whether ephedrine, even in its
pure form, can actually en-
hance reflexes and improve
the oxygen carrying capacity of
bloed.

‘Over-use can cause anxiety,
agitation. restlessness, dizzi-
ness, headaches and confusion.

In May, a diet supplement
containing ephedrine was
banned in Texas when users
experienced a “speed-like

high” while taking it.

One California pharmacist
said teenagers were taking
ephedrine products m an ef-

" fort to get a speed-type rush.

Cornell University medical
college professors Gary Wadi-
ler and Brian Hainline, authors
of the book "Drugs and the
Athlete,” cite studies that show
ephedrine offers no com-
petitive edge.

They say banning ephedrine

‘regardless of the dose taken
or the concentration of the

drug in the urine makes little
sense.” .

Other types of drugs, such
as anabolic steroids, have a

more clear-cut performance
enhancing effect.

FIFA's drug test procedures
are similar to those of the IOC.
At the World Cup, two players
from the 22-man squads are
randomly selected for testing,
and each provides two sam-

But FIFA's differ
from those of the 10C in that
instead of automatic sanctions

- based on the type of drug used,

the FIFA World Cup Organising
Committee decides penalties

on a case-by-case basis.

UNDATED, [AP): Following is a capsule look at the s-l:mnd

round of the World Cup:
July 2:

Al Chicago (1705 GMTI, 2305 BST)

(Germany vs Belgium:

The Germans had a tough time holding onto their un-
beaten record when South Korea rallied from a 3-0 deficit to

_lose 3-2, but nearly tying it. Berti V

ogts' team wilted in the

heat of Dallas after edging Bolivia 1-0 and tying Spain 1-1 in
‘earlier games. Captain Lothar Matthaeus is struggling with six
stitches in a foot injury. Juergen Klinsmann remains in form,
having scored four of Germany’s five goals.

" Unpredictable Belgium were upset 1-0 by Saudi Arabia in
their, final Group F game in Washington., vet downed their
nﬂghbuurs the Netherlands, by the same score. Enzo Scifo,
the captain and most influential player, points out that Bel-
gium are at their most dangerous when they are the under-

dogs.

At Washington (2035 GMTI. 0235 BST)

Spain vs

The Spaniards are in the World Cup for the ninth time, but

‘A capsule preview of Round Two

that's the problem. Coach Dick Advocaat has cut_ the forward
line from four to three (o create room for Dennis Bergkamp

and Bryan Roy. and the results for a team that seems to lack
inspiration slowly are improving. The negative was a loss to

neighbor Belgium, but the Diitch scrambled past Saudi Arabia

2-1 and Morocco 2-1.
Ireland have scored only

two goals on .thr.r way to the final

16 and plays with one striker in front of a five-man midfield.
But Ireland are capable of scoring goals from any position and
have a rock solid defence built around veteran (but injury

prone) Paul McGrath.

At Stanford, Calif (1935 GMTI, 0135 BST)

Brazil vs United States

Romario, who has scored three goals, locks in top form,

Bebeto, Rai and Zinho are

giving good support and the de-

fence, for once, looks pretty stable. But after comfgrtable vic-

tories over Russia (2-0) and Cameroon (3-0), the

razilians

looked lacklustre against the Swedes (1-1).

The Americans were buoyed by

a 2-0 victory over listless

Colombia, but then slumped to a 1-0 loss to Romania. John

have reached the last eight only twice. To get there this time,
Spain need to reproduce the performances they had against
Germany, a 1-1 tie, and Bolivia (3-1) and forget the fact they °
threw away a 2-0 lead to South Korea in a 2-2 draw. Jose Luis
Caminero, who scored twice against Bolivia, is missing be-
cause of a one-game suspension,

Swiss teamwork may get them past Spain for the first Lime
in 17 games and avenge a loss in 1966 that sent Switzerland
home from the tournament. But the Swiss were beaten by
Colombia 2-0 in their last game and the Colombians went
home eliminated.

July 3:

At Dallas [1?05 GMTI, 2305 BST)

Saudi Arabia vs Sweden:

Thie Saudis edged Belgium 1-0 in their final game, one of
the biggest World Cup upsets on record, and are confident
now of beating anyone. They wound up second in their group,
scoring six goals in three games, and showed they have the
attacking skills to open strong defenses. Midfielder Fuad
Amin is most dangerous with two goals.

The Swedes surprised tournament favourites Brazil by
gaining a 1-1 tie in Detroit, even without suspended top
scorer Martin Dahlin, who scored three times against
Cameroon (2-2) and Russia (3-1). Sweden have a tough de-
fence and talented offerice, with Tomas Brolin teaming up
with Dahlin, :

At Pasadena, Calif (2035 GMTI, 0235 BST)

Romania vs Argentina:

Florin Raducioiu and Gheorghe Hagi dominate Romania's
offence, but the defence was crunched 4-1 by Switzerland.
Raducioiu hasn't scored since the opening game against the
Colombians (3-1). But he will sit out the game thanks to two

yellow cards he got during previous games. The defence stiff-
ened for a 1-0 victory over the United States.

Diego Maradona is no longer around to ins
pire Argentina,
banished by FIFA after testing positive for drugs. Without their
leader, the Argentines tumbled 2-0 to Bulgaria after victories
. over Greece {4-0) and Nigeria (2-1) with him on the team.

CGabriel Batistuta scored three and Claudio Caniggia had two in
the first round.

July 4:
At Orlando. Fla (1605 GMT, 2205 BST)
Netherlands vs Ireland

The Dutch offence is falling over itself to score goals, and

Harkes, one of their most impressive players so far, misses
the game because of suspension. But Emie Stewart can shake
up the Brazilian defence with his runs and Marcelo Balboa and
Alexi Lalas will be a danger in the back. ]

July5:

At Foxboro, Mass ({1705 GMTI, 2305 BST)

Nigeria vs Italy

Daniel Amokachi (two goals) and Rashidi Yekini (one) will
be tightly marked by the Italians, but can expose a defence
missing veteran Franco Baresi. Nigeria are well-organized on

SECOND ROUND FIXTURES

Schedule for the second round competition of the World
Cup '94 soccer tournament for viewers in Bangladesh:

DATE" TIME MATCHES VENUES
July 2 23:00 Germany vs Belgium Chicago
July 3 02:30 Spain vs Switzerland Washington
July 3 23:00 Saudi Arabia vs Sweden Dallas .
July 4 02:30 Romania vs Argentina Los Angeles
July 4 22:30 Holland vs Ireland Orlando
July 5 01:30 Brazil vs United States - San Francisco
July 5 23:00 ° Nigeria vs ltaly Boston

' 02:30 Mexice vs Bulgaria New York

defence and attdck and their only defeat was to a Maradona-
inspired Argentina. _

Italy are slowly — very slowly — imp:m’lng after losing 1-0
to Ireland in their opening game. Dino Baggio, who connected
in the 1-0 victory over Norway, and Daniele Massaro, who
scored in the 1-1 tie with Mexico, are there to assist player of
the year Roberto Baggio. Leftback Paolo Maldini is becoming a
major figure in Italy’s bid to reach the quarters.

At East Ruthe:rfurd NJ tﬂDBE GMTI, 0235 BST)

Mexico vs Bulgaria

The Mexicans topped the tnughest group, thanks to goals
from Luis Garcia {two in a 2-1 victory over Norway] and
Marcelino Bernal (in a 1-1 tie with Italy). They arrive at
Giants Stadium with a tough-to-beat approach and have
reached the quarterfinals twice before.

‘Bulgaria were overpowered 3-0 by Nigeria in their first
game and loeked like they would be one of the first teams go-
ing home early. But striker Hristo Stoichkov (three goals) and
partner Emil Kostadinov have engineered a 4-0 victory over
Greece and a 2-0 tHumph over two-time titlist Argentina.

Maragdo

(4 & | DALLAS.
| :'1_; Disgraced sbccer

- star Diego Mara

! $ dona, banned Ir-
' T om the World
Cup Thuraday af-

ler testing positive for drugs.
said the latest controversy had

forced him out of the game._

reporis AP

"They have retired me from
soccer.” the 33 -year oid told
Channel 13 of Buenos Aires "l
don't think | want another re-

venge. my soul is broken.®
Maradona said in the interview
airecd shortly before the
Argentina-Bulgaria game
hursday |

I don't understand. | would
like to fly, | dont know It
hurts.” he said. "They cut my

iegs off when | had a chance to
FeCnver

Maradona, who was banned
for 15 months in 1991 for us
ing cocaine, lested positive for
five drugs. according to FIFA
He said he had no idea how he
took them.

1 dont know. maybe we
were careless, he told
Channel 13, "But | swear | did
not drug myself to play. With
my abilities, | don't need to
drug myself.”

Asked whether he felt frus

trated about anybody, he
replied. "FIFA
'l thought the rancour

against Maradona had ceased.”
he said. "But | now see it has
not and it makes my soul
ache.”

A cocktail of five drugs,
from stimulants to dietpills,
knocked Maradona out of the
World Gup,

The Argentina Football
Association kicked the tal-
ented forward off the team just
hours before its final first-
round game against Bulgaria
for using banned drugs The
Argentine team record was left
unch

The first drug suspension at
a World Cup in 16 years, it cost
the lournament one of ils

biggest personalities, a veteran
coming back from a previous

drug suspension with a style
that boosted his team and he-

guiled fans.
But superstars have yet to

find a foolproof fake ‘ur doping |

tests, and soccer cificials said
that, when res. _.s delivered at
2 am local time (0700 GMT)
confirmed the presence of
drugs, they had no choice.

"It's with great sadness’iliat
we: have to say that Maradona
is suspended and will not
play.” said Joao Havelange, the
Brazilian president uf FIFA.
SOCCer's gover Lrtzhg -1 was
always pmying at thr: result
would be different.

"This was a very difficult
decision for us. But the medi-
cal facts don't lie. We had to
accept them as the truth."

Citing past cocaine use and
the "moral and human issues”
involved, FIFA said it would
wail until after the World Cup
ends July 17 before conduct-
ing a full investigation into fur-
ther penalties against
Maradona. It could take a.
range of actions, including a
lifetime ban.

Oli_seh can

relax now

FOXBORO, July 1: Nigerian
midfielder Sunday Oliseh hea-
rd that his caution had been
cancelled on Thursday in a
case of mistaken identity at
the World Cup fina!-, reports
Reuter.

Oliseh's = .ow card, awar-
ded in the 2-1 defeat by Ar-
gentina on Saturday, was wi-
thdrawn by FIFA on appeal.
team officials confirmed.

The reason was not speci-
fied, but Nigerian officials said

-

| it was a case of mistaken iden-

Lity,

"It was a big burde . off my
shoulders,” said Oliseh. | was
worried about getting a second
booking against Greece and
missing out on the second
round.”

(liseh did receive a caution

~on Thursday's 2-0 win over

Greece but it will not be car-
ried forward to the knockout
phase under FIFA's amnesty for
yellow card offences in the
first round.

Another WC
immolation

KUALA LUMPUR; July 1: A
Malaysian was stabbed with a
pair of scissors by his cousin
following a quarrel over which
World Cup match to watch on
television, a newspaper re-
ported Friday, reperts AFP.

The two argued over whe-
ther to watch Morocco v Ho-
lland or Belgium v Saudi Arabia
which were:being played at the
same time in the United States
and being shown on rival
television channels, the Malay
Daily Utusan Malaysia said.

Yap Ngo High, 36. was
stabbed while watching the
Morocco v Holland match on
one side after quarrelling with
liis cousin who wanted to see
the other match, a police offi-
cer in the northern town of
Rawang was quoted as saying.

Yap was treated at a Kuala
Lumpur hospital but his condi
tion was not knowmn.

Until that decision is made,
FIFA said. Maradona is banned
from all soceer activities
worldwide

“We have to acknowledge
the diffieulties the player had
getting to this World Cup, the
personality involved,” FIFA
general secretary Sepp Blatter
said. "It is a human, moral
problem. not a medical prob-
lem "

Maradona was caught by a
random drug test, one of four
given after each World Cup
game. His urine sample col-
lected after Argentinas victory
over Nigeria June 25 con-
tained traces of five banned
drugs — ephedrine., norep-
hedrine. psuedoephedrine,
norpsuedoephedrine and
methéphedrine,

All are stimulants and
somewhat related, with the
last three derivatives of the
first two. Their intended uise

ranges from cold and asthma
medication to weight-loss
treatment. Maradona arrived al
this World Cup svelte and
sleek, having lost 26 pounds in
his rehab from a cocaine sus-
pension in 1991-92,

But officials said this was no
accidental doping case

“We did not find any prod-
uct on the market that com-
tained all five substance.” said
Dr Michel D'Hooghe of
Belgium, a member of FIFA's
medical team. "It must be a

cocktail.”

The source of the drugs was
unknown but D'Hooghe con-
firmed that some of the sub-
stances — especially nore-
phedrine — are used in diet
pills.

Players using prescription
drugs for legitimate purposes
can escape a doping trap by
having the team doctor declare
the use prior to each game.
But documents provided by
Blatter and D'Hooghe showed
that — while the Argentine

na blames FIFA for his fall

physician listed Maradona un-
der medical treatment before

the Nigeria game — none of
the drugs found in his sysiem
were on that list.

cess to the central nervous

system.” D'Hooghe said. "They
cause a stimulation. increasing

circulation and physical capac-,

ity."

Argentine Football Associa-
tion president Julio Grondona
said Maradona was informed of
the test results and expulsion
early Thursday. He said he was
unaware of the ousted star's
reactionn or his reasons for
taking the banned drugs.

Agricol De Bianchetti. a
lawyer for the AFA, said
Maradona's use of ephedrine
"was a strictly personal deci-
sion.

Fernando Signorini.
dona’'s personal.
trainer, accused

Mara-
physical
another

member of the player's per-
sonal entourage, Daniel
Cerrini, of having given
Maradona the drug that got
hllT] suspended.

'He was amateurish and
negligent.” Signorini said.

Pablo Abbatangelo, secretary
of the AFA. told a Buenos Aires
radio station that the decision
wias reached “"to avoid further
sanctions that could compro-
mise the team.’

Had Maradona played Eur
Argentina against Bulgaria at
the Cotton Bowl, he wouild
have played in a record 22nd
World Cup game. Argentina al-
ready has advanced to the sec-
ond round of the tournament.

While the announcement
was made b}" FIFA., Maradona
stayed in his hotel bedroom in
Dallas talking to his agent and
personal trainer. Outside,
some 50 Argentine fans stood
chanting support for the star.

BUENOS AIRES,
:l..'.- July 1: Their Wo-
r rld Cup dreams
ﬁ shattered, Arge-
' niines cried with
Diego Maradona
on Friday, spinning endless
theories as to why he wrecked
his career and their chances in
a cocktail of illicit drugs,
reports Reuter.

In a country where -fhe
rules are often brushed aside
with a wink and a nod,
Maradona's version of events —
that. he inadvertently took a
combination of over-the-
counter medicines — struck a
chord with his fellow citizens.

From Argentina's best-loved
folk singer to little children,

‘tears rolled everywhere as the

public's initial anger dissolved
into a sea of sympathy for the
stocky captain and his emo-
tional denials of wrongdoing.
"Excuse me, | can't go on
talking,” singer Mercedes Sosa
sobbed before up on a
reporter for the Daily Clarian.
In street interviews, ordi-
nary Argentines recounted

‘how their young children cried

after Maradona, 33, was pulled
from the World Cup and sus-
pended from all soccer for tak-
ing a mix of five performance-
boosting drugs.

"This is day of mourning for
the nation.” said Federico
Storani, a member of parlia-
ment and a likely presidential
candidate for the opposition
Radical Party.

"I absolutely believe in
Maradon's good faith ... what
happened isn't his fault, be-

cause he doesn't have any’

technical understanding of
medicines.”

Iriterior Minister Carlos
Ruckaufl and the governors of
several provinces rushed to
Maradona's defence, blaming
his associates and wurging
Argentines to remain grateful

for the moments of joy he”
brought them throughout his .

career. ) :
The size of the loss for
Argentina was underscored by

s0 Brazil can win.”

’Jeremwdofanatwn

their 2-0 upsel defeat
Bulgaria on Thursday mg,ht
just hours after Maradona
found himself at the centre of
the biggest scandal in World
Cup history. -

Beneath the sympathy that
replaced the initial anger
against the former captain, a
streak of national self-criticism
emerged on Friday as some
commentators decried
Argentines' chronic inability to
stick to the rules.

"We Argentines break the
rules. It's a way of life,” said
Bermardo Neustadt, Argentina's
best-known journalist and a
friend of President Carlos
Menem. 1

"Ours is a country in which
it's the speculators who win, a
country that violated its own
constitution every time it felt
like it, a country that breached
fts international commit-
ments,” he added.

“Yesterday Argentina paid

" with Maradona (for) a way of

life, of not heeding the law."

Conspiracy theories
abounded, with many question-
ing the motives of the world
soccer body FIFA, and of the
Argentine Football Association
(AFA).

"l think we're very far from
knowing what really hap-
pened.” said left-wing writer
and journalist Osvaldo Soriano.
"A lot of information. is miss-
ing. The AFA handed over
Maradona but in exchange for
what?"

Mamadona himself, in a tear-
ful television interview on
Thursday night. accused FIFA
of hounding him ever since his
days as a footballer in Italy and
sald, "They beat the living
lights out of me.

. "My whole soul is shattered
.. they've cut my legs away,” he

ﬁdded. choking with emotion
and with tears swelling up in

his eyes.

"You know what's happen-
ing?" a banker in Buenos Aires
asked a local journalist.
"Everything is being lined up

Sources te
mtmmmm
was depressed and had de-
clined to go to lunch with the
other players. It was not
known whether he would go to
the game.

When he led Argentina to
the World Cup title in 1988,

world H‘hmmnngpllnth

quarterfinals against England
— a lonely run through most of
the opposing team — is on ev-
ety soccer highlight film.

Eight years and a 15-month
cocaine suspension later,
Maradona is no longer that
overwhelming force. But he
came o America lean and
mean wanting one more Cup
title and one more chance for
redemption. He had one goal
and one assist in two games
and provided an offensive
spark that lifted the whole
teamn

Now the spark
Perhaps forever

is gome.

Rivals, peers rue
Maradona's exit

LOS ANGELES, California.
Julyl: Diego Maradona's ex-
clusion from the World Cup for
using five banned substances
saddened his rivals and admir-
ers in the tournament eon
Thursday. reports AFP.

italy's players, who could
lace a Maradona-less Argentina
in the second round. were dis-
appointed by the news that the
Argentinian captain was
kicked out for using ephnd:rinc
and ephedrine-related
which are banned as ltlnu
lants.

"It makes me very sad.” said
Gianfranco Zola. who played
with Maradona at Napoli and
took over his mumber 10 shirt
when he was suspended for us-
ing cocaine.

‘This World Cup meant ev-
erything to him. His reputation
was on the line.”

However, Maradona's Italian
biographer Franco Esposito
said: "He is always fighting a
lonely battle. Perhaps
he hasn't had the help he

should have had from pvuople
surrounding him.”

Goalkeeper Luca Marche-
glani”" had hoped that FIFA
would be lenient.

) "1 hope this r:an
out without them al
plinary measures. We

want to play Argentina without
its best player.”

But the Argentine Football
Association withdrew Mara-
dona to avoid further sanctions
to the entire team.

“l1 feel sorry for Diego,” said
Roberto Baggio, the player who
has come nearest to emulating
Maradona's genius on the field.
"l know he will be attacked
Hﬂlclll)" by the press.

"But all that is
compared to his problems
with drugs.”

Paolo Maldini said the deri-
sion was only fair.

"Those are the rules. Evu‘y
body knows them and they
have to be

Full-back Antonio Benarrivo
said: "It's a shame. He seemed
to have pulled himself back up
to near his best. Now he has
fallen again. It's a great loss for
football.”

German captain Lothar
Matthaeus agreed. "It's a ter-
rible blow for football and for
Diego.” he said.

'l have great respect for
Maradona as a player, but no
sympathy,” said Nigeria's Du-
tch coach Clemens Westerhof.
"Why should I? When you come
to a tournament you abide by
the rules, or, you get into

trouble.
"I was a big fan of his. | am

personally saddened. But | am

not involved in any way. | just
look after my team. This is pot
good publicity for football.”

Jurgen Klinsmann, Ger-

1 many's top scorer here with

four goals, said he had been
pleased to see Maradona pla-

ymgmweﬂagam

'It's really upsetting.,” he .

ANGRY ARGENTINES Agitated Tane i1 downtows Huenos Alres:on Thurldﬂy react to the
announcement of the suspension of I]'lt*ﬂﬂ Maradona as they watch a televised press

conference

— AFP photo
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