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Today's World
Cup Fixtures

Gérmany vs Belgium
Spain ve Switzerland
(For detafls see page 1)

Attendances
higher than
[talia '90

DALLAS, July 1: A total of
2.4 million have attended
World Cup games through the
first round, nearly equal the

total for the entire at the 1990
tournament in Italy, World Cup

USA ‘94 chairman Alan
imm -berg said Thursday, re-
ports AP.

"This has been a real joy,"
Rothenberg said.

Rothenberg said stadiums
have been filled to 96 per cent
of capacity for the first round.
and predicted a complete sell
out of all remaining games.
That would result in a total at-
tendance of more than 3.5
million — an all time World

Cup record.

"We are ... this has
been a magnificent World Cup
on and off the field," said

Rothenberg at the Cotton
Bowl, where a capacity crowd
of 63,998 saw Thursday's game
between Argentina and Bul-
garia.

Rothenberg said that FIFA
President Joao Havelange told
him that this World Cup has
been "by far the best” they have

seen so far.
¥

GOAL SCORERS

UNDATED, July 1: Follo-
wing are the World Cup '94
goal scorers after Thursday's
~ Six goals — Oleg Salenko
(Russia)

Four Klins-
mann (Germany)

Three goals — Gabriel Ba-
tistuta (Argentina), Martin
Dahlin (Sweden), Romario
(Brazil), Hristo Stoichkov

tn-‘nlk—l?uadhmm

(Saudi Arabia), Daniel Amoka-
chi (Nigeria), Georges Bregy
(Switz ] Jual;J Lu{i;l FE:I'!::
Caminero (Spaig), Claudio
Cdniggia lArl;:num]. Luis
Garcia (Mexico), Juan Antonio
Goikoetxea (Spain), Gheorghe
Hagl (Romania), Hong Myung-
bo (South Korea). Florin
Raducioiu (Romania). Adolfo
Valencia (Colombia)

le:rh.l Dino Baggio [Itnly!
Marceline Bernal (Mexico).
Daniel Borimiorv (Bulgaria),
Bebeto (Brazil). Deruns Berg-
kamp (Netherlands), Tomas
Brolin (Sweden). Stephane
Chapuisat (Switzerland). Mo-
hammed Chaouch (Morocco).
Marc Degrysse (Belgium). Da-
vid Embe (Cameroon). Herman
Gaviria. [Colombia). Finidi Geo-

rge (Nigeria). Josep Guardiola

(Spain), Ray Houghton (Ire-
land), Hwang Sun-hong (South
Korea). Wim Jonk (Nether-

lands)., Adrian Knup [(Switzer-
land). lerdan Letchkov [(Bul-
garia). Roger Ljung (Sweden).
Harold Lozano (Colombial
Diego Maradona (Argentina)
Daniele Massaro (Italy]. Roger
Milla (Cameroon}, Hassan Na-
der (Morocco), Francoise Om
am-Biyick {Cameroon|. Saeed
Owairan (Saudi Arabia). Daniel
Petrescu (Romania). Dmitn
Radchenko (Russia), Rai (Bra
zil). Karlheinz- Riedle (Ger
many), Kjetll Rekdal Norway
Bryan Roy (Netheriandsi. Julio
Salinas (Spain), Erwin Sanchez
(Bolivia). Marcio Santos (Bra
zil). Seo Jung-won (South Ko
rea). Samson Siasia (Nigeria)
Nasko Sirakow (Bulgaria), Ermie
Stewart (United Stales). Alain
Suiter [Switzerland). Gaston
Taumenli (Netheriands), Eric
Wynalda (United Staies). Ra-
shidi Yekini (Nigeria).

Own goal — Andres Escobar
Colombia (vs United States|.

Bulgarians
celebrate

SOFIA. July |: Thousands of
Bulgarians jubidlantly took to
the streets of their capital
Sofia early today to celebrate
itheir national team s qualifica
tion to the World Cup's second
round afler a surprise 2-0 win
over Argentina, reports Reuter

Firecrackers, chants of
' ans heroes” and the
sound of car horns woke up
residents of the capital Fans
aleo dance and sang around the
national palace of culture in
central Sofia

Bulgaria's national radio
changed its normal program-
mes after the match against
Argentina te broadcast con
gratulatory calls from fans
across the country

Even Buigaria's presiden!
Zhelyu Zhelev calied the radic
"Congratulation hugs and
kisaes " he said on the radic

Argentine attacker Abel Balbo tumbles after being tackled by lorden Letchkov of Bulgaria

during their last group encounter at the Cotton Bowl Stadium on June 30.

— AFP photo

Bulgarians delight in

Argentmes plight

DALLAS, July 1
Life without Die-
go Maradona be-

e ———,

ing to be a little dull around

the house for a while.

With their star forward sent
away earlier in the day in the
World Cup's first drug scandal
in 16 years, the usually fluid
Argentines sputtered and lost

2-0 to Bulgaria at the Cotton

Bowl, AP.

second round, but certainly

" not the way that was expected .

as recently as 24 hours ago.

Argentina, ‘who outscored '

their first two opponents 6-1
and dictated, play, finished
third in Group D. behind
Bulgaria. Nigeria, in their first
World Cup, were the surprise
winners of the gruup on goal
differential.

Argentina will piay Romania
at Pasadena on July 3. Buigaria,
in the second round for only
the second time, will play
Mexico at Giants Stadium on
July 5. But they will be without
three starters — Trifon Ivanov,
Zlatko lankov and Tzanko
Tzvetanov — who picked up
their secpnd yellow cards of
the first round. That draws an
automatic one-game suspen-
sion. .
Hristo Stoitchkov, the fleet
striker from FC Barcelona, put
Bulgaria ahead on a beautiful
breakaway capped by a left-
footed shot from just past the
16-meter box in the 61st
minute. Nasko Sirakov added
the second goal on a header off
a cormer kick in injury time.

But the last day of the tour-
nament's first round belonged
to the liftle man who wasn't
there.

Maradona was the disin
vited guest, a 33 year-old sud

Both teams advanced to the

. denly facing the possible end

of his career at least five

earlier than he had

because he was found with

banned stimulants in his body.
The. match was to

have been Maradona's 22nd in

World Cup play, a record. Ins--

tead, he remained at the tea-
m's hotel, expelled from the
squad, while Leonarde Rod-
riguez took his place at right
halfback.

Maradona is short and his
black hair is now cut close.
Rodriguez is lanky with flowing
brown locks. But leoks aren't
the only differences between
the two, as Argentina and their
fans found out.

There was no way to get the :

ball te the shooters, Gabriel
Batistuta and Claudio Caniggia.
And the attack. suffered more
when Caniggia left in the 22nd
minute because of a chronic
injury*to his left big toe.

Ne one was there to create
things, as Maradona does so
well. No misdirection. No pa-
sses [licked off the back of his
foot. No pizzazz.

The Big Blue Machine from
South America was suddenly a
listless sguad that couldn't

.move the ball. ‘

It was so bad, the crowd —
overwhelmingly Argentine, wi-
th banners to Maradona's le-
gacy flying everywhere
started to jeer its teamn midway
through the f{irst hall. And both
teams were booed and hooted
as they left the field at the half.

The whistles really let loose
after Stoltchkov scored. He
took a pass near midfield on
the right wing and sprinted
beyond the defenders. Argen-’
tina goalie Luis Islas came all
the out to the top of the box,
but Stoitchkov thundered his
shot past and into an open net.

Sirakov soared over the de-
fence to pul away the -wmnd
goal, with Islas nowhere

——

sight.
Bulgaria, who looked miser-
able in a 3-0 loss to Nigeria at

the Cotton Bowl last week, ap-

peared fresh and able to run-
with the Argentines. They
played stirong defence, espe-
cially on the backline. and
goalie Borislav Mihaylov made
some nice saves. -

Argentina did put one shot
ini the = in the 80th minute,

on the k.ad of play Maradona

would create. Ramon Medina
Bello, who replaced Rodriguez
in the 66th m'nute, pene-
trated and fed th{: ball to
Fernando Redondo, who fired
point-blank past Mihaylov. But

TEAMS

ARGENTINA: Luis Islas:
Jase Chamot, Fernando Redon-
do, Oscar Ruggeri, Claudio

Caniggia {substitute: Arnaldo

Ortega, 26th minute), Gabriel
Bdatistuta, Fernando Caceres,
Diego Simeone, Herman Diaz,
Abel Balbo, Leonardo Rodri-
guez (Ramon Medina Bello,
67th).

BULGARIA: Boris Mihaylov;
Emil Kremenliev, Trifon Iva-
nov, Tzanko Tzvetanov, Petar
Houbtchev, Zlatko lankov,
Emil Kostadinov (llian Kiria-
kov, 75th), Hristo Stoitchkov,
lordan Letchkov (Daniel Bo-
rimirov, 76th), Nasko Sirakov,
Krassimir Balakov.

Referee- Neji Jouini, Tuni-
sa

MATCH STATS

Match statistics for Thu
rsday's Argentina v Bulgaria
World Cup. Group D game:
Argentina Bulgaria

0 2

Coals

Fouls 13 21
Shots on goal 20 10
Corners 6 3

(ffsides I 8
Yellow cards H =.
Red cards I

1

1

World

to it," Salenko said.

SANTA CCLARA.
Calif. July |
words, and Bra-
zil s cockiness
changes Lo con
cern

‘remember Colom:

o u, |

&

s

Just say

The stunning elimination of
Colombia from the World Cup
gave Brazil a much-needed re
ality check, coming on top of
the rave press reviews for
their first-round play

It also helps Brazil stay 1o
cused for their elimination
gamve on Monday with the
United states — the team that
drove the nail in Colombia s
coffin. reports AP

‘It sent an importiant mes-
sage to Brazil We can never
vacillate.” said pgoalkeeper
Taffarel

Not that Brazil isnt confi
dent. This is after all, the
country of Pele. The teaun wor
three World Cups in 1958
1962 and 1070 and is the
oddsmakers pick 1o win this
one Loo.

Meanwhile. the US team is
still trying to prove i1 can rin
with the big boys 11 has lost all
its five matches against Braril
by a combined score of 20 3

But with their upseset of
Colomibda. the Americans have
started to get some respect

It proves there are no
naive teams left In soccer
sald Brazilian captain Ra

That is not lest or cosch
Carlos Alberto Parreira He
Was Lo avoed 1he swaggering

overcunfidence his team is

refrain

Two .

remmdmg realzty

prone lo. an atlitude fans call
Ja Ganhou” - We've Already
Won

"Only Brazil can beat Brazil "
he warned

The parallels between Brazil
and Colombia are almost eerie

Cobombia came into the
world Cup hailed as the new
Brazil, their 'salsa-soccer, the
embodiment of the aggressive
South American stvle Even
their yellow jerseys looked
liked Brazil's

After Colombia thumped
Argentina 5-0 in the Cup's qua
lifying round. a Rio de Jeneiro
newspaper wrote that Brazilian
soccer was indeed alive — but
the Colombians were playing it.

Experts picked Colombia as
a cinch to win their group
againsi Romania. Switzerland
and — ha, ha — the United
States. Pele even predicted
they would go all the way.

Then everything
wrong

A loss in the opening game
against Romania, followed by
the shocker to the Americans
A victory over Switzerland in
the linal game was too little,

wenit

too late

"Everithvdy  aos talking
about o8 Joir relined
style E: PASSIHIE,
their pre viise  And
what hy 15 e cend up
ast sasd i-<i~i .t oach Ma
riv Zagalo, a plaver on Brazil s
championship leams (0 | 958

and 1962 and coach «of the
| 970 squad

"We learned a lot with (o
iombia ' added defender

O

C (Than Waitat

dinho "But the way they played
it was almest impossible to
witi. with short passes, clog
griig the middle. evervone
irving to resolve the problem
on his own.

Jorginho, a veteran of the
1990 World Cup in [taly, said
the plavers sympathized with
their South American neigh-
bours

‘Salenko bids
WC adieu

SANTA CRUZ, Calif, July 1
Oleg Salenko,

up scorer, was the

saddest player on the Russian
leam as it bid an early goodbye -

to the tnurnamcnt Thursday,
rtpurta AP.

OLEG SALENKO

"It's too bad I won't be able

to score more goals here,” said
Salenko who also set a World

Cup record by netting five:

goals in Russia's 6-1 tmuncing
of Cameroon Tuesday.
"I4ust started getting us.ed

Salenko also scored in

Russia's second game, against
Sweden. The six goals made

him the leading scorer in the .

tournament afijer the opening

rounds ended Thursday.

But the 24-year-old forward
wan't be able to continue his
scoring spree as Russia failed
to qualify for the second round
following two opening round
defeats,
, Sweden.

' Russia's chances of qualify-

ing as a third-placed team in -

Group B collapsed Thursday
when aria beat Argentina
2-0 and Nigeria defeated
Greece 2-0.

"l had hoped Russia wuuld-

continue playing and
finish as the tournament's
scorer,” Salenko said. "If there
is any satisfaction, I'm. still
holding the other record.”
Salenko's outburst
Cameroon, which was -also
eliminated from the tourna-
ment, surpassed the mark of.
four goals in a game held by

nine players at the previous 14

World Cups.

Abahani-MSC

51st clash today
Sports Reporter

With the local football fans
robbed of their enthusiasms
and energy by the fascinating
and changing spectacles of the
on going Werld Cup, arch-ri-

vals of the domestic soccer.

circuit, Mohammedans ' and
Abahani meet for the 51st time
in a round robin engagement
of the 12th BEXIMCO Federa-
tion Cup championship sched-
uled for a 6 pm start at the
Dhaka Stadium to launch a real
challenge to popular interest
on behalf of the erganisers.
Attendance at the Dhaka
Stadium for the Federation
Cup has so far been demoralis-
ingly low with the nadir being
a farcical collection of only
fourteen spectators during the
Muktijoddha-Brothers Union
maich on June 28.
Mohammedans won 18 of
their last 50 engagements
against Abahani's 16 while the
remaining 16 ended in a draw,
Abahani Krira Chakra, who
beat Mohammedans 2-1 on
their way to clinch the Charms
Cup in Calcutta early this year,
need at least a draw today to
earn a berth in the semifinals.
While Mohammedans have
already moved into the semi:
final with two consecutive vic-
lories
The tickets will be on sale
from 2.30 pm and the gates of
Dhaka Stadium will be opened
simultaneously

German goal glut

AMSTERDAM. July |: Re
sult trom the seven nations
lrophy hockey tournament

here today. reports AFFP

el

against Brazil and

against

the Iﬂdlﬂé

N1g‘erlan fnrward Finidi George ﬁnds the -u.at f'ur the ﬁl‘ﬂt time past a fallen iﬂimnu
Kalitzakis during the:r final group encounter in the 15th World Cup at the Foxboro Stadium

on June 30.

— AFP pheto

Nigerians stay in Foxboro

FOXBORO, Mass,

o July I: Danijel
{:#-__-_-.- Amokachi scored
in the fifth

minute of injury

time to give Nig-
eria a 2-0 victory over Greece
or. Thursday and.a meeting
wi.h Italy in the second round
of the World Cup, reports AP.

Amokachi beat two defend-
ers and unleased a 23-meter
shot that rocketed into the
corner of the net, saving
Nigeria from a trip down to
New York city.

The late goal gave Nigeria
the Group D title and allowed
them to stay in Foxboro on
Tuesday for the match against
Italy. Bulgaria, which beat Ar-
gentina 2-0 in Dallas, finished
second on goal differential and
will play Mexico in East
Rutherford, N J on Tuesday.

Argentina fell from first to
third place in the span of about
five minutes. but reached the
second round to face Romania

in Pasadena. Calif. on Sunday.

Amokachi's goal came in a
wild final five minutes of both
games, in which Nigeria and
Bulgaria both scored to im-
prove their fortunes.

Nigeria had beei headed for

giants Stadium and meeting
with Mexico until the late goal.
Nigeria took a 1-0 lead in

the second minute of first half

injury time when Finidi George
soitly chipped a shot over
goalkeeper Christos Karkamna-

nis.

That goal came after Nigeria
missed two chances earlier in
the half, including a 26- metre
blast off the cross bar by Ge.
arge in the 22nd minute.

The game was a bit of a
moral wﬂtury for Greece, whe
lost their first two matches —
to Argentina and Bulgaria — by
identical 4-0 scores. They

trailed after only five minutes
against Argentina and two
minutes against B

But with their third goal-

D AMOKACHIE

keeper in as many games,
Karkamanis, Greece appeared
more corlfident, giving Nigeria
few chances and creating a few
of their own.

Greece were denied twice
by Nigerian keeper Peter Rufai
in the last six minute. Panagio-
tis Tsalouchidis blasied a shot
from 7 meters that Rufai was
able to get his left hand on and
then Rufai smothered anothen
shot by Savvas Kofidis off the
ensuing corner kick.

Nigeria ‘missed two good
scoring chances in the first
half.

George was given a lot of
space just outside the penalty
area and blasted a 26-meter

shot that Karkamanis I:ﬂl.l.ldnt
get to, but rehnundud at least
10 meters.

With three minutes to go
Yannis Kalimakis appeared to
miss-hit a clearing attempt
that Karkamanis grabbed. Scot-
tish referee Leslie Mottram

ruled it a backpass and
awarded an indirect free kick.

With the wall almost on the
goalline, Rashidi Yekini shot

high.
LINE-UPS
GREECE: Christos Karka-
manis; Yannis Kalitzakis Vaios
Karagiannis, Alexandros Alex-
jous; Panagiotis Tsalouchidis,
Nicholaos Nioplias, Anatassios

Mitropoulos (Nikos Tsiantakis,
72n minute), Minas
Hantzidis, Savvas Kofidis,

Alexandres Alesandris: Niko-
laos Machles (Vassillis Dimitri-
adis, 79th mlnuttj

NIGERIA: Peter Rufai;
Stephan Keshi, Uche
Okechukwu, Chidi Nwanu.

Michael Emanalo; Samson Si-
asia, Daniel Amokachi, Sunday
Olisen, Finidi George (Mutiu
Adepoju 83rd), Rashidi Yekini
(Augustine Okocha, 69th),
Emmanuel Amunike.

Referee Leslie Mottram,
Scotland.

MATCH STATS
Maich statistics fer Thu-

' rsdav's Greece v Nigeria World

Cup, Group D game:

Greece  Nigeria
Goals 0 2
Shots on goal 12 25 -
Fouls 16 18
Corners 6 6
Offsides 2 1
Yellow cards 2 2
Red Cards 0 [4)

Kantawang ties record

5 Kantawang ol
Thailand equalled
the previous
highest break in
the Asian circuit
while the hosts
plight continued on the
second day of the 11th Asian
snooker championship at
Sheraton Hotel vesterday.

Kantawang posted a break
of 139 to revisit a mark already
established. if not supersede it.
The in-form Thai brushed
aside Sheng Yung Lin of Taipei

with
Sheraton Hotel vesterday

i« cueist from Hong Kong attempting a shot 1 the hole during his encounter
Farhan Mirza of Hangladesh in the 11th Asian snooker championship at the Dhaka
— Star photo

Sports Reporter

4-0 in the day's first session.
The morning session also saw
Saleh Mohammad of Falﬂatan
beat Filipino Marlon Manalo 4

2 to exact some revenge on
behalf of compatriet Farhan
Mirza, who went down 3-4 to
Chan Wai Tat of Hong Kong.

Local top seed N C Ghesh
was trounced 0-4 by Malaysia's
Yong Kien-Foot to show that
lady luck is a long way from
him. In another second round
match Ooi Chin-Kay of Malaysia
who held on to his impressive
run beat Alok Kumar of India
in an anti-climatic clash with
the. Indian conceding a 1-4 de-
feat.

Alok's compatriot M G Ja-
yaram was at the receiving end
losing 2-4 to Indika Dodangoda
of Sri Lanka.

Chan Kwok-Ming of Hong
Kong rounded off the session
in style when he swamped
Freddie Soh of Singapore 4- 1,

The Thai dominance went
unabated as Preecha Sae Be
stroiled to a 4-1 victory over
Chinese Zhang Guoming at the
onset ol the third session

The day's second downer
for the hosts duly came when
Yi Hsien Lee of Taipei drubbed

a demoralised AdFian Gon-
salves 4-0,

Luls, Saberdo of the Philip-
pines raced Lo a victery by a
similar margin against Ghen
Hulan of China before the ses.
sion drew to a close fndkm’lng
Singaporean Ricky Chew's ef-
[ortless 4-2 win over a hapless

Mohiuddin of Brunei
The Indians who took a

beating in the earlier sessions
of the day made a conspicuous
comeback In the concluding
session ol play Jayaram
blanked Zhang Yung-Lin of

break of 139

Chinese Taipei 4-0 while Alok
Kumar bounced back inteo
contention blanking Saleh Meo-
hammad of Pakistan 4-0.

In an absorbing encounter
Chan Wai-Tat of Hong Keng fi-
nally prevailed over a tenacious
Yorig Kien-Foot of Malaysia at
4-3.

On a day marked by poor
local performances Bangla-
desh's Mofazzal Hossain failed
to cling to early initiatives and
twice surrendered the lead to
settle for a three-all tie with
the sexagenarian Halim from
Brunei.

Mofazzal raced to a two-nil
lead and Halim fought back to
make it 2-1. Then Mofazzal,
one of the three Bangladeshis,
surged further ahead 3-1 but
from then on it was Halimn all
Lthe way with the older of the
two contestants finally farcing
a commendable 3-3 tie geing
into the deciding frame at the
time of going to press last

night

The nine-day weetl com-
prising 25 players from 12 na-
lions on Thursday and
will conclude on Juk T

Dhaka Club golf

Olli Lassilla, a I‘lnnllh con-
sultant working for the TWT-3
preject created history of serts
at the Dhaka Club Gell course
vesterday. Lassilla, a 24 handi-
capper achieved a golfer's ul-
timate ambition when he hit a
hole in-one at the par 3 sev-
ertih hole. This was the lirst
hole in-ome achieved at the
DCL course,




