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Massive aus cultivation

plan in Mymensingh zone
From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGAN.J, June 29: A
total of about two lakh sixty
four thousand three hundred
hectares of land will be
brought under the Aus paddy
cultivation under intensive
farming programme during the
current summer season in five
districts of Mymensingh Agri
cultural Zone (MAZ). olficials
sources said.

The districts are My
mensingh. Jamalpur. Sherpur
Netrakona and Kishoreganj

Additional Director ol Agri-
culture Extension Department
Mymensingh, Paresh Chandra
Das said, the 1.32,300
hectares under the different of
High Yielding Varteties (HYV)
Aus and the 1,32 000 hectares
under the different varieties o
local Aus. -

He also said that under the
programme, the target of aus
paddy production has been
fixed at 3,96,600 metric tons
in these districts. It includes,
2,64.600 metric tons from the

different high yielding vari
clies and | 32,000 metric tons
lrom the different local vari

ettes of aus paddy during the
Current season

(M the total, 1.38.000
hectares will be cultivated in
Mymensingh district. 16.000
heclares in Jamalpur. 23 000
hectares, in Sherpur, 50.300
hectares in Netrakona and
37,000 hectlares in Kishore
ganj districts

Necessary measures were
being taken to ensure supply of
different Agri inputs fto the
[armers. the source informed

The sufficient amount of
money had already been sanc
tioned by the government for
distributien as loan among the
farmers of these districts for
successful implementation of
the programme.

Besides. Agricultural Ex
tension Department has se
lected 222 demonstration
plots in 5 districts to teach the
farmers modern scientific
methods of aus cultivation.

Jaundice takes serious

turn in Moulvibazar

From Our Correspondent

MOULVIBAZAR. June 29:
Jaundice, is spreading .alarm-
ingly in all the six thanas of
Moulvibazar district.

In the district headquarters
and adjacent areas the disease
has taken a serious turn and
-members of almost all the fam-
ilies have been attacked by the
disease.

Dr Hemanta Das, Medical
Officer of Moulvibazar Sadar
Hospital told this correspon-
dent, there is no need of any
medicine for the jaundice. But
the patient will have normal
food, drink boiled water and
have complete physical rest. It
is fatal if not timely treated. Dr
Das added.

* Dr. Jillul Hoque, Medical of-
ficer of the office of the civil
surgeon Moulvibazar when
contacted advise the patients
to take water of coconut, juice
of sugarcane an other fruits.

He explained that 'glucose’
is the most important diet for
recovery from jaundice. Accor-
ding to his advice, glucose
flourishing food items are

tient.

Dr Md Abdul Malek M B Bs,
a private practitioner of the
town informed that primary
symptom of the disease was
the yellowish of colour of the
urine, the eyes and some times
the whole body. The patient of
jaundice would initially have
temperature and headache and
start feeling weak with vomit-
ing tendency. Patients suffer-
ing from jaundice af® pouring
to the chamber of doctors,
hospitals and rural health
complexes. Usually the doctor
did net prescribe any
medicine but series of advice.
The disappointed patients
then take shelter at the rural
kaviraj (physician of herbal
medicine) for herbal treat-
ment. Educated patients usu-
ally take shelter at homeo-
pathic physicians.

A homeopath physician of
the town claimed that only
homeopathic treatment has
medicine for jaundice and any
type of jaundice patient can
recover from jaundice by tak-

200-yrs old
road needs
repairing
By Staff Correspondent

FENI, June 29: The two-
hundred years old road in

Chhagalnaiya thana which links

the Dhaka Chittagong trunk
road needs immediate repair
g

The road which passes thr
ough the areas of west Path

anagar in Feni. Gandhakpur,
atia Sonapur. Srichandpur,
Matagoha and Chandgazi bazar
nas provided communication
to iInnumerable villages in the
region

he ancient Chandgazi

bazar was very important and
popular before the indepen-
dence of the country In
Chandgazi bazar. there is a
high school Wimary school,
rural health centre. Mahamava
union parishad bhaban, krishi
unnayan daptar. tahsil office

post office. Sonali Bank . Krishi
Bank and Grameen Bank
branches and two madrashas
The people living in south
wes! of Mahamaya union are

completely dependent on this
road for communication

Many roads were developed
in the Mahamava union in
Chhagalnaiya thana recently,
but this historic mad have
been ignored

Two arrested,
pipegun recovered

From Our Correspondent

JHENAIDAH, June 29 : Two
persons were arrested and one
pipegun was recovered from
them at village Jinnanagar in
Moheshpur thana recently.

According to reports, the
villagers nabbed. Noor Ali and
Abdul Hakim and handed them
over to the police. Police after
thorough interrogation recov-
ered a pipegun from a nearby
pond. Police said that the mis-
ereants were believed to be
actiyists of outlowed Purba-
bangla Communist Party.

Another report says, two ri-
val groups of students ex-
changed fire at Govt Ke-
shabchandra College,
Jhenaidah the same day.

Police later arrested Samrat
Dolar and Saidul in this con-
nection.

According to another re-
port, Aruna Khatun, 16, a
house wife of village Char
Tribenia in Sailkupa thana
committed suicide by taking
pesticides recently.

essential to the jaundice pa-
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SYLHET A F M Kamal Chairman of Sylhet pourashava speaking at the maugural function
of a motivational workshop on "pure water and health” held recently. The 5-day workshop
was jointly organised by the Asian Development Bank (ADB), Local Government Engineering
Department (LGED) and Sylhet municipal authority.
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SIRAJGANJ . June 29: Paddy
and wheat procurement sche-
me of the government fails in
16 northern districts due to
manifold reasons including
complexity in receiving goods
and payment of bills by the
godown authorities. The sche-
me of procuring Aman paddy
and wheat have already fatled
and IRRI procurement scheme
may also not achieve the tar-

get. .
It is gathered that the gov-

ernment look up a scheme to
procure Aman paddy, rice and
wheat on direct purchase sys-
lemn to ensure fair price to the
growers. Due to complexity in
weighing system. moisture
measurement, delayed pay-
ment of bills and £ mar-
ket price only 10 per cent of
the target was achieved in 16
northern districts. A source of
the concerned department
told this correspondent that
only 489 metric tons of Aman
paddy was procured against
targeted 1,20,000 metric tons,

| 8074 metric tons of rice was

procured against one lakh
metric ton, 15.793 metric to-
ns of wheat was procured agai-
nst targeted 1.25,000 metric
ton. s

Besides, only eight per cent
of IRRI paddy and rice was
procured against targeted
32,000 metric ton and two
lakh metric ton respectively.
The scheme will be ended on
June 30 next.

While contacted, a grower
told this correspondent that in
open market paddy and rice
could be sold at the higher
rate of Tk 10 to 20 per maund
on cash payment and they are
discouraged to sell commodi-
ties at the government go-

From Our Correspondent

downs for delayed payment of
bills.

up in Chuadanga

Our Chuadanga correspon-
dent adds:

Prices of all kinds of essen-
tial commodities have gone up
in the local markets abner-
mally causing hardship to the
general consumers particularly
to the low Income group of
people and the farmers who
were aflected by the low price
of agricultural products.

Prices of sugar, pulses, fish,
meat and edible and have reg-
istered a sharp rise causing
sufferings to the commen peo-
ple. Mosur pulse now sells al
Taka-28 per kg. and Kheshart
which is meostly consumed by
the low income group'of peo-
ple is now being sold at Taka -
26 per kg. as against taka-24
per kg. a week ago.

Due to short supply price of
fish and meat have registered
rise. Prices of eggs and milk
have also gone up. The high
price of edible oil is causing
anxiely to the low income
group of people. Pure and
unadulterated mustered and
soyabean oil are hardly avail-
able. It may be pointed out
here that most the'’ people of . ,
Chuadanga district have been .
suffering from various intesti-
nal disease due to consump-
tion of adulterated mustard
and soyabean oil which are
now being sold at Taka-48 and

956 per kg. respectively. "
. Adulterated food
 on sale

Adulteration of almost all of
the food stuff and other quanti-
ties have become ramparmt
throughout Chuadanga district

Péddy, wheat procurement
scheme fails in N-districts

especially in the town.

This is going on without any
check and resistance from any

quarter what-soever. It has be-
come a common and regular
leature of this town now a days.
The adulterated food stufl are
posing a great danger to the
public health.

Ghee, mustered oil. coconut
oil. dalda, milk, sweetmeats
and soyabean oils etc all are
adulterated with chemical re-
actionaries respectively. Pure
varieties of all these items are
not practically available any-
where In the district.

Even a gram of pure variety
of mustard oil. soyabean and
coconutl ofl of which the prices
have registered an abnormal
rise cannot be traced and pro-
cured.

It is apprehended that due
to the consumption of adulter-
ated foodstuff particularly
ghee, dalda mustard oil, soy-
abean and sweetmeats various
kinds of intestinal diseases are
breaking out in the district.
The abnormal price rise of the
various items of daily essentials
is believed to be the main rea-
son this is giving impetus to
the dishonest traders in adul-
teration.

So far milk is concermed,
efther water is mixed with
pure milk or milk is prepared
with lower categories of pow-
der milk and those are selling
in the open market freely.

In such manner all the
above mentioned food stuff and
edible oil are being adulterated
throughout the District openly
and freely and there is none Lo
see it. .

The concerned sanitary de-

pariment-is guite silent (o .

tackle the abnormal situation.

Indian insecticides c

ause

adverse effects on crops

DINAJPUR. June 929: Smu-
ggled Indian insecticides are

causing adverse effects on the -

crops and land all over three
northern districts of Pan-
chagarh. Thakurgaon and Di-
najpur,

According to dependable
sources, a section of smuggplers
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From Our Correspondent

under the guidance of some
influential persons is selling
the smuggled insecticides in
the markets of border belts of
the districts at cheaper rates

-compared to the local insecti-

cides.

Thiodine-3 insecticide ab-
undantly available in Bang-
ladesh markets has great de-
mands among the farmers due
to its cheap price and strong
action. '

According to the report,
these insecticides are killing
all types of insects even those
which are useful for land fer-
tility. The poultry birds have
alse become victims of these
insecticides. -

Market sources said that
cultivators are purchasing theé-
s¢ insecticides as the Bang-
ladesh Agricultural Develop-
ment Corporation (BADC) is
unable to ensure adequate sup-
ply and good quality insec-
ticides at reasonable prices in
the open markets. The impor-
ted insecticides are sold at
high prices which is found to

1 be adulterated before sale.

According to the agricul-
tural experts. due to extensive
use of Indian insecticides

Truck driver,
helper killed
in road mishap

KUSHTIA, June 929: Two
people were killed as a rice-
laden truck fell into a roadside
ditch at Laxmipur area of sadar
thana on Jhenidah-Kushtia
highway Wednesday, reports
LUNB.

Police said, the Kushtia-
bound truck smashed the rail-
ing of a bridge near Laxmipur
and f[ell into the ditch in the
afternoon

Driver, Rezaul Hossaln, 37
died on the spot while his
helper Faruq. 29 succumbed (o
injuries at the Kushtia sadar
hospital

yields of paddy have been de-
clined reducing the fertility to
a great extent in these dis-
tricts.

Massive campaign against
these insecticides should be
launched all over the country
explaining the adverse effects
on the crops and land, it is
felt.

Acute shortage of fodder
has been prevailing throughout
the districts of Panchagarh,
Thakurgaon and Dinajpur spe-
cially in the haor areas reduc-
ing the domestic animals to
skin and bones.

It is learnt that the acute
shortage of fodder is prevailing
due to large scale damage of
straw by excessive and inces-
sant rain during the last Boro
harvesting season in 1993.

Cultivators in these districts
used to preserve the year's
stock of straw from the Boro
harvest but during the last year
it was not possible on account
of incessant rain,

Cultivators are unable to
feed their cattle regularly. Mo-
reover, traditional grazing fie-
lds have been turned into agri-
cultural lands in all the 23
thanas of these districts with-
out any consideration for fod-
der.

According to the farmers,
fresh grass for milching cows
in not available in the rural ar-
eas because most lands are
being brought under cultiva-
tion with the introduction of

mechanised system. Crop pat- _

ter has also been changed.
Prices of oil cakes, husk, bran
and other varieties of fodder
have Increased. As a result. a
large umber of cattleheads
throughout the districts has al-
ready been reduced to skin
and bone Besides, large umber
of cattleheads has fallen prey
to various diseases due to
conslant starvation.

Many cultivators are selling
ofl their cattle at nominal rates
as they are unable to feed
them
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People getting
benefits of
development

June 29: Communications
Minister Olf Ahmed said, the
people had started reaping
the benefit of allround devel
opment work carried out by
the present government. re-
ports UNB.

He said. we worked in every
sector o deliver gogds to the
people but in the field of
communication specially in
the road communication we
are working hard and cease-
lessly to bring about a radical

change
The minister was address-
ing a gathering rday
after the

Highways Department at Ban-
chharampur, one of the re-
mote thanas of the country,
accessible only till to-date by
reverin transports.

Oli asked the engineers
officials of roads and highwavys
department to stick to honesty
and sincerity in dispensation
of the services they were ought
to render.

Local MF ATM Wali Ashraf
was also present on the occa-
shon.

Government during a short
span of a little over three
years, had constructed about
15 kms of pacca road on an
average in each of thanas of the
country. Ol informed.

CoX's BAZAR

Tornado kills
minor bay

June 29: A three-year-oid
boy was killed and 45 people
were injured when a tornadeo
hit two villages in Ukhia re-
cently, reports UNB.

The tornado with 8-

| timhated by local people to be

about 200 kilometre per hour
also destroyed some 130
houses compietely and more
than 160 houses partially in
Monakhali and Anjumanpara
villages.

Abdul Huq, son of Meham-
mad Hossain of Anjumanpara
village, was killed in house col-
lapse while six others of his
family were injured.

Mohammad Hossain, who
received head injury, was ad-
mitted to IRRO Hospital at
Ukhia ‘along with Sakhina

Khatun (30), Abdun Nabi (14)
Karim Ali (28) and Abdul Jab-
bar (18). Another 15 injured of
Anjumanpara village were ad-
mitted at Ukhia health com-
plex.

NAOGAON
Govt criticised -
. for failing to
maintain law
and order

June 29: Jatiya Party
Bandaighara thana unit held a
meeting at the local high
school premises last week, re-
ports UNB.

Badalghachi thana JP Presi-
dent, Oli Ahmed Rumi
presided over the meeting.
Acting Chairman of Central
Jatiya Party Mizanur Rahman
Choudhury was present as
chief guest.

Chowdhury criticised the
government for failing to
maintain law and order situa-
tion in the country and resalv-
ing the problem of Farraka

He said the northern region
has turned into a desert due to
the Farraka effect as the issue
is yet to be solved. He also
criticised the government for
its failure to attain a perma-
nent solution of Rohingya
refugees.

Mizan demanded release of
deposed president Ershad
immediately and holding of
free and fair election under a
caretaker government.

Former food minister, Sar-
dar Amjad Hossain, former
health minister Dr Azizur
Rahman, central JP leader Be-
gum Amena Bari, Naogaon dis-
trict JP president and former
MP AKM Murshed, Advocate
Abdur Razzak, Feroza Zaman,
Rabeya Khatun and others

| spoke on the occasion.
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roundup

TANGAIL

11 killed in

road mishap

June 29: Eleven persons in-
cluding two women were
killed and six others were in-
jured in a road accident on
Friday at Sabulla on Dhaka-
Tangail highway. reports BSS.

The accident occurred
when a cement loaded truck
fell in a road side ditch.

These people were coming
fronmd Dhaka to Tangail injured
persons were treated in Ko-
mudini tal. A case was

registered in Mirzapur Thana.

CoMiLiLa

Smuggled goods
worth Tk 20 lakh
se1zed

June 29: The BDR jawans
arrested |4 alleged smugglers
and seized smuggled Indian
goods worth about Taka 20.14
lakh from the frontier areas in
the last 15 days, reports UNB.

The BDR men of 29 rifle
battalion at in raids. seized
goods and later deposited
them with the Comilla cus-
toms.

The arrested persons were
handed over to Kotwall thana.

in another raid, the BDR
patrol jawans nabbed one
Bappi Bhadra with five bottles
of Indian lquor from border-
ing village of Gazipur on June
I8,

He was also handed o#r to

Kotwali police. Another report

*adds: A man was killed on the
spot and ancther was seriously
injured when a speeding truck
lost control and rammed two
rickshaws parked on the road
side on Comilla by-pass on
Sunday.

The identity of the victim, a
rickshawpuller, could not be
known while the injured per-
son was rushed to Comilla
General Hospital

Driver of t*~ *s.ck fled the
scene with his vehicle. A case
has been filed with the local

police.

KHuULNA |
Three arrested
with arms,

ammunition .

June 29: Polige arrested
three people and recovered
arms and ammunition from
their possessions in a raid at
Tutpara area in the
recently, reports UNB.

Khulna police raided a
house at Tutpara and recov-
ered a gun, one revolver and
nine rounds of live hullet from
the house.

. They arrested Pradip, Ata-
har and Motalib. '

Another report adds: Police
nabbed six alleged dacoits
along with arms and ammuni-
tlon on Monday last from "Dash
Halia Shrimp Gher".

Acting on a tip, police
raided the gher and seized one
double barrel gun and cight
rounds of bullet from the pos-
session of six men and ar-
rested them.

A case has been fliled with
the Koira thana.

NILPHAMARI
Minister visits
power plant

June 29: Energy and Min-
eral Resources Minister Dr
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain

recently visited the 20-
megawatt diesel power plant
here, reports BSS. -

The minister was informed
that the demand for electricity
in Nilphamari and surrounding
areas was about 21 megawalt
but the plant built in 1987 can
produced maximum of 27
megawatt which was mainly

used during the pick hour.
Dr Mosharraf was told that

there was no loadshedding in
the district.

The minister directed the
authorities to maintain steady
supply of power in the area.

Energy Secretary M Falzur
Razzak and acting Chairman of
Petrobangla Mosharraf Hossain
were present, '

COMILLA: The BDR sejzed
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398 bottles of Phensidyl gyTUp

:
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worth Taka 39,000 from a bus heading towards Dhaka and

arrested one person recently
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