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chuutti June
29: Another Gre-
" is in
prospect when

European

team come up
in their final
orld Cup Group D game on

Thursday, reports Reuter.
Greece do net have any
after 4-0 defeats to both

as out of the tourmnament,
only to the slimmest
of tical chances of a

gentina did when beating
Nigeria 2-1 on Saturday.
More realistically,
coach Alketas Panagoulias is
for a better perfor-
nlnn: and at least one point.

"We are ntng for the best

possible
best possible line-up to have a
decent game and get a tie.

Maybe that would be (Greece's)
first golden point of the World

He said he would make
some changes from the side
that lost to Bulgaria in Chicago
on Sunday.

Veteran lijpero Stelios Ma-
nolas and 22 year-old striker
Alexis Alexiudis are both
doubtful starters,

Nigeria have no injury wor-
ries and Eintracht Frankfurt
midfielder Austin Okocha, a
late substitute against Ar-
gentina who has been recover-
ing from injury, could get a
start against the lightweight

nts. .

Only a heavy defeat could
jeopardise the Nigerian's
Changes of going ‘through.
They have three points from
their 3-0 win ever Bulgaria and
a superior goal difference puts
them in second place.

Their Dutch coach Clemens
Westerhop said: “We can't take
Greece lightly, because it will
be their last chance to win a
match. We must go and beat

with the

them ... When we have the ball
in attack we can be deadly.

"We must have more prac-
tice at ﬂrpnillng free kicks
for or against. | expect that
from* our libero (Chidi Nwa-
nu).”

Argentina came from be-
hind to score twice from free

kicks against Nigeria, catching
the defence napping on the

PROBABLE TEAMS

NIGERIA: }-Peter Rufai, 2-
Augustine Eguavoen, 6-Chidi
Nwanu, 5-Uche Okechukwu,
19-Mike Emenalo, 12-Samson
Siasia, 14-Daniel Amokachi,
10-Austin Okocha, 11-Em-
manuel Arnunike, 7-Finidi Ge-
orge. 9-Rashidi Yekini.

GREECE: 15-Christos
Karkamanis, 2-Stratos Aposto-
lakis, 5-Yannis Kalitzakis, 3-
Thanais Kolitsidakis, 13-Valos
Karayannis, 17-Minas Hatzidis,
12-Spyros Marangos, 8-Nikos
Nioplias, 19-Savvas Kofidis, 7-
Dimitris Saravakos, 9-Nikos
Machlas.

Referee: Leslie Mottram

(Scotland]

Kickoff: 2335 GMT (05:35
BST).

i EAST RUTHER-

N FORD, New Jer-
’% sey, June 29: Tre-

land produced a
W | (ypically gritty
performance to
draw 0-0 with Norway on
Tuesday and advanced to the
last 16 of the World Cup while
the result .. th. Norwegians
out of the colupcuts. ... Teports
Reuter.
" Italy's 1-1 draw with Mex-

ico all four teams in Group
E on points and level on
goal difference.

The Mexicans win the
group by virtue of number of
s scored while the same
ends Norway's interest
in their first World Cup finals
since ]1938. :
Ireland take second plage
ahead of Italy thanks to their
1-0 win against the Italians
here 10 days ago. ,

Ireland manager Jack
Charlton said he thought the
elimination was bad luck on
Norway. “I'm sorry to see
Norway go out. It's very hard to
go out when you have four
points but that's the rules.” he
said.

“l would say without a doubt
that this is the tmﬁhelt
. You've got

who know what me)rr: about

and the presence of the Ital-

jans and Mexicans makes It

very tough.” added the former

centre-half, a World

C winner as a player in
1966

. Beaten quarter-finalists in
1980 in their first World Cup
finals. Ireland must now play
the winner of Group F in Or-
lando on July 4.

The irish wilted in the heat

did not mind a return to
Florida.
"We don't mind pll}'ing

captain
Gheorghe Hagi
took a sip of or-
ange juice, pick-
ed up a pen to sign an
autograph and gave a wide
grin.

"l am a very relieved man .’
he said after savouring
Romania's victory over the
United States which ensured
his side's place in the second
round of the World Cup finals,
reports Reuter.

"There was a great deal of
pressure on us to win that
match.” said the gifted 29-
year-old midfielder who plays
for Brescia in Italy.

“In the end it was relatively
easy. Technically, there is no
doubt we were better than the
Americans and we were more

as well.”

Asked about John Harkes's
post-match claims thal he pro-
voked the American mid-
fielder's booking at a 41st
minute free kick. Hagi dis-
missed the accusation out of
hand.

"It is not even worth com-
menting about.” said Hagl ]
told the referee the wall was
not 10 yards back. | did not
tell him to book anyone.

“It's a ridiculous idea. What
would we benefit fromm him be-
ing booked. It's nonsense.

“We had a job to do and we
did it in very difficuit condi-
tions. The Americans, despite

are used to heat. We'll probably
play Bdgium or the Dutch and
they’ll have the same problems

Bratseth retires

EAST RUTHERFORD, NJ,
June 29: Norway's team cap-,
tain Rune Bratseth was the last
man out of the locker room.

Although the defender was
delayed by a doping test, he
may also have lingered a bit,
recalling camaraderie he said
he will miss after his last game
Tuesday. reports AP.

Norway's best-known inter-
national is retiring at age 33

He was the cornerstone of
Werder Bremen's defence for
eight seasons and played 59
internationals for Norway,
which was knocked out of the
World Cup after a scoreless
draw with Ireland on Tuesday.

"It is naturally a little sad to
say goodbye, but th:rt are
others ready to take over,” said
Bratseth., who will become
manager of Norway's best club,
Rosenborg.

Bratseth was voted the

RI'H!- HI{ATHF‘TH
German Bundesliga's 1993
player ol the year and was
twice voted Germany's besl
foreign player. With Bremen.
he won |988 and 1993 cham-
pionships the 1991 German
cup and the |992 European
Cupwinners Cup

a lew near miisses. never trou
bled us 100 mMmuch

"But the heat did It was 45
degrees (Ceisius| on the pitch
and that made it even harder |
lost three kilos during the
game.

Hagl has earned widespread
praise for his perforinances in

GHEORGHE HAGI

the opening round during
which he has scored twice and
looked in the kind of form that
persuaded Real Madrid 1o pay
3.5 million dollars for his ser-

vices after the 1990 World
Cup.
That move never gquite

worked out but he says he is

happy now in Italy. And right
now he is very happy in the
United States.

Charlton relieved, Olsen not

Ehar]tun lost his cool dur-
ing that match and was banned
from the touchline at Giants

 Stadium on Tuesday as puri-

ishment for insulting a FIFA of-
ficial.

He watched he game from
the main stand, communicat-
ing with assistant Maurice Set-
ters by telephone.

"You get a good view from
up there but obviously you can’t
get any physical contact with
the players.,” sald Chariton,
who said he mainly asked Set-
ters to tell his players to stop
arguing with Colombian ref-
eree Jose Torres.

"1 still don't really know
what it (the ban) was for but
were all smiling and we're all
happy.” he added.

The huge and

irish contingent In Giants

Stadium broke it to joyous:

celebrations at the final whis-
tle but it is the result rather
than the match they will re-
member.

The attacking limitations of
the two long-ball exponents
were evident with scoring
chances at p premium.

Norwegian striker Goeran
Soerloth saw his shot spin off
the top of the crossbar after a
scramble in the Irish goal-
mouth in the 75th minute.

Ireland's John Sheridan al-
most scored with a splendid
chip which landed on the top
of the Norwegilan goal 10 min
utes from time but goalkeepers
Pat Bonner and Erik Thorst.
vedt had few other anxious
moments.

‘I'm disappointed,
worked very hard.’

WeE VE
said Nor-

wegian coach Egil Olsen. "We
needed a goal in thal second
half but Ireland had most of
the possession.

Norway blew tHeir best
chance to secure gualification
when they lost 1o 10-man [taly
at Glants Stadium last Thurs

colourful -

| Polgar,

"I am having a greal ume
and really really enjoying my
sell ” he said autographing a T
shirt for a fan. "1 am the kind
of player who can play well
when | know that my team
mates are supporting me and
understand what | am trying o
do

“This team works with me
We are disciplined. We have a
great understanding — and we
are improving You have nol
seen our hest yet

Hagi scorer ol 24 goals In
86 internationals is closing in
on two national records

Ladislau Boloni's all time ap
pearance record of |08 inter
nationals and Tuliu Bodola's
scoring record of 30 goals
which has stood since 1939

But there 18 one greater
pnize that Hagi will not allow
himself of think about yet
winning the World Cup itself

No country from eastern
Europe have been crowned
champions, although Czechios-
lovakia (1934 and 1962} and
Hungary (1938 and 1954) have
finished as beaten finalists

It is 80 early yet to think
about the final because every
match in the World Cup is now
ke a final iteelf

"Every team in the second
round is very good and you
need luck. Footbhall may be a
science in one way but it is
still a game and iIn games you
need the luck to be on your
side "

ARDENT FANS: These fans certainly know the team that

wﬂ] win the World Cup, don't they!

— AFP photo

" Big bonus for | Sampras storms

Jack's lads

DUBLIN, June 29: Ireland's
World Cup team will share a 2
million-dollar banus for rea-
ching the secondsround of the
World Cup, reports Reuter.

Jack Charlton's players
doubled the one million dollar
bonus already earned by quali-
fying for the finals when they
finished second in Group E
with a 0-0 draw against
Norway on Tuesday.

The c¢ash will be split
emong the 22 players on a
scale based on the number of
Appearances:

"We can still just about af-
ford to pay our fines to FIFA
now.” Football Association of
Ireland president Michael
Hyland said. The FAIl and
Ireland manager Jack Charlton
were fined nearly 15.000 dol-
lar each last week for alleged
‘unsporting and ill-mannered
conduct.

Eng-NZ
third Test
begins today

LONDON. June 29: England
crhatrman of selectors Ray
lingworth and his middle
arder batsmen are on trial in
the third and final Test against
New Zealand starting at Old

rcaftord 1n Manchester on

Thursday, reports Reuter

Polgar leaves
Short stunned

NEW YORK June 29: Judil
the waorlds highest
rankerd [emale chess player
knocked British grandmaster
Nigel Short out of competition
in the first round of the
Frofessional (hess Asasocla-

| Lon s speed liess tournament

K
Tuesday i1eporis AP

Prilpar beat Short 2 0
'he Hungarian (een-ager |8 Lhe
ortly woman in lhe 16-player
everit which began Monday

L]

4

into semis

WIMBLEDON, England,
June 29: Title holder Pete
Sampras unleashed the full
fury of his power-packed game
on Michael Chang to blaze into
the Wimbledon semifinals on
Wednesday, reports Reuter.

Sampras mixed laser-like
forehands, Jeaping badminton-
style smashes and drop volleys
of exquisite delicacy to over-
whelm his follow American 6-
4. 6-1, 6-3.

Seventh - -seed Boris Becker,
three times the champion. also
advanced to the last four with a
7-6. 6-4. 6-3 win over un-
seeded Swede Christian
Bergstrom.

Sampras can now go into a
probable search for revenge in
the semifinals against compa-
triot Todd Martin with great
confidence il Martin wins as
expected later on Wednesday
against unseeded South African
Wayne Ferreira.

Martin. the sixth seed here,
heat Sampras 7-6. 7-6 in the
final of the Queen's Club tour-
nament in London this month.

But Sampras’ game has
come on by leaps and bounds
since then, as Chang found out
to his dismay Sampras is hit-
ting his ground strokes har-
der. his volleys more crisply
and his half volleys with more
assurance than he did at
Queen's

The champion has also built
up the pace on his second
serve, so that it was of scant
consolallon to Chang when
Sampras missed his first one
Martina Navratilova kick-
started her flagging Wimb.
ledon hopes end kept her bid
for a 10th Wimbledon title on
track. reports Reuler

The 37-year-old American
scored a second successive
victory over a player from thr
country of her birth, battling
back from a (irst set let down
to blitz Czech Jana Novotna 5
7. 6-:0. 6.1 and reach the
seinifinals

B R A B

Spaniard t'nn-.h:la Martinez reirhrntﬂ after winming her
quarter-final match at the Wimbledon Championships
agumnst Amencan Lindsay Davenport on Tuesday Martinez

won in straight sets 6-3, 6-4.

— AFP photo

CHICAGO, June
29: Germany
coach Berti Vogls
booted midfielder
Stefan Effenberg
out of his World
Cup squad on Tuesday for
making an obscene gesture to
the crowd during a game, but
the player called the dramatic
move “ridiculous.,” reports
Reuter.

The 25-year-old Effenberg
reacted angrily to Vogts's an-
nouncement that he would
never pick the Fiorentina
player for his country again
after he stuck his middle fin-
ger up at fans during the world
champions’ 3-2 victory over
South Korea in Dallas on
Monday.

"The way the trainer re-
acted was ridiculous." Effen-
berg said after he packed his
bags and left the team’s
headquarters at Oak Brook
near Chicago, "l hate talked to
some of the players and they
don't understand why I have to

_H: was the first member of
any of the 24 teams playing in

United States to be ejected -

from his squad for disciplinary
reasons. :

Vogts said Effenberg, who
has a reputation for being ar-
rogant and is disliked by many
German fans, had overstepped
the mark for the last time and
gave him his marching orders
on Tuesday moming.

"It was the last straw.”
Vogts said. "I not allow a playcr
tc make an obscene gesture *
like that to the crowd. As far as
1 am concerned Effenberg is
over as an international play-
ers.’

CHICAGO, June

29: He looks like

O e | 2 Sweet choirboy
i"' but his soccer
" career has been

full of sour notes.

Grﬂ‘nany s Stefan Effenberg.
who was sent home from the
World Cup on Tuesday for
making an obscene gesture at
German fans during a game,
has rarely been away from con-
troversy throughout his foot-
balling career, reporis Reuter.

With his blonde hair and
charming smile. the 25-Yeer-
cld midfielder looks As inno-
cent and respectable as the
chiefl charister at the cathedral
in Florence. where he earns
his living with Italian side
Fiorentina.

But his tendency to be out-
spoken from an early stage of
his career earned him a repu-
tation for being arrogant. Ef-
fenberg has often ruffled the
feathers of teammates and
coaches with his critical com-
ments over the years.

Germany coach Berti Vogts
first picked him for the na-
tional under-21 team in 1988
but soon left him out for a
while because of his lack of
discipline. Effenberg also
caused internal problems in
the full side at the 1992 Euro-
pean Championship

When Effenberg stuck his
middle finger up at mocking
and whistling German fan
during the world champions
3-2 victory over South Korea in
Dallas on Monday, Yogts pa-
lience ran eul and he called an
end to the midfielder's inter-
national career

'If anyone has stood by
Efenberg over the year it has
beenn me,” Vogls said "But this
reaction was the last straw ’
Former German captain

"He has done too mwch in
recent years. There were also
internal problems during the
Euro Championships (in
1992 in Sweden)." he added.

But fhe decision clearly
caused a stir in a German team
already under fire from the
domestic media after their
disappointing form in the first
round &f the tournament.

Defender Thomas Helmer
said: "The team was surprised.
It has been hit by all this and
we are sorry. The feeling was
that he should have been al-
lowed to stay.

"All the players sald he was
wrong to do what he did. But
there are different views about
the severity of the penalty.”

Eﬂ'cnberg often got [ntn

I:-'i ’ s L,
W e

-

BERTI VOGTS
trouble at his ‘former club
Bayern Munich as well as in
the national team.

On Monday, the talented,
blond-haired midfielder lost
his head when the crowd
turned on him during a game
in tremendous heat in Dallas

nger that went too far

Karl-Heinz Rummenigge, a
vice-president when Effenberg
played at Bayern Munich be-
fore his move to ltaly, added:
"He always caused a bit of trou-
ble when he was at Bayemn.

"This is not the first time
he has stepped out 'of line. But
what he did yesterday was a bit
too much.”

Anybody who has followed
Effenberg's career knew it
would not be long before peo-
ple gave up on a player who
has rarely shown the maturity

HTEP AN EFFENBERG
needed to survive in profes-
sional sport.

When he was at his [irst
Bundesliga club, Borussia Mob-
nchengladbach between 1987

and 1990, he once took the
coach's jeep for a joy ride and
crashed it

ARter his move to Bayern in
1990 he was often in the news
for saying he was better than
other more experienced Bun
desliga players. annoying his
teammates and opponeriis.

Effenberg has often tended
fo speak t“fﬂrr thinking

dumps Effenberg

when the the Germans strug-
gled again to show their tnp
form.

"They started shouting
'Effenberg out, Effenberg out,”
the midfielder said as he left
Chicago to start a holiday with
his wife and children.

"l overreacted. I don't re-
gret it. But when I look back I
am sorry. But it was 50 de-
grees centigrade (122
Fahrenheit on the pitch), I was
playing for Germany at the
World Cup for a place in the
second round.

"It is tough because my fam-
ily is over here for the finals.”

Effenberg was often booed
and whistled during games for
his former club Bayern Munich
and in a national team shirt.
He is the second German -
player to be sent home from a
World Cup.

Goalkeeper Uli Stein was
sent home from the 1986
World Cup in Mexicoafter he
called former coach Franz
Beckenbauer a "clown.” At the
1982 finals there was a major
scandal when the players could
not train for a day after a
drinking session.

Vogts, whose team won
their first-round group but
rarely impressed, tried to play
down the significance of the
scandal.

"This is very different from
1982. The team is still very
much intact," Vogts said.
“Then some of the players
could not train because they
had drunk so much. '

"We have to draw a line un-
der this whole matter and look
forward to the second round.
We have to concentrate our- *
selves fully.”

"A player who wants to have
my position can't be my
friend.” he once said. "He is
after my money and I have to
defend myself.

Another classic from his
Bayern days: "The other clubs
are too stupid to win the
championship. That's why we
will win it.

He first earned his call-up
to the national team in 1991 in
Germany's 1-0 defeat by Wales
in Cardiff in a European quali-
fier and has since won 33 caps.
Vogts picked him because he
could be inspirational on the
field.

But he was never liked by
German football fans because of
his perceived arrogance. In his
last year at Bayern in the
1991-92 season he was booed
and whistled at in virtually ev-
ery ground in Germany. Fans
mocked him even while he
was playing for his country.

“If 1 ever get as big as
(Franz) Beckenbauer, they can
whistle at me everywhere,
even when | am having a meal.
I won't give a damn,” he once
said.

But when the Iirritated
German fans whistled at him
after a bad pass against the Ko-

_ reans, Effenberg lost his head

for a few seconds and made
the tasteless and aggressive
gesture that is understood in
virtually every corner of the
world.

Even while he said he was
sorry about the reaction, Ef-
fenberg was very bitter about
Vogts's decision which he
called "ridiculous” before head-
ing off on holiday in the United
States with his wife and chil-
dren

It was a finger (oo far that
he is sure to regret when his
playing days are ovet

Asia's tale of absorption

SEOUL. June 2
World Cup I‘ﬁcr
compounded stri-
ke chaos Tuesday
to cause Seoul's
biggest traffic
jam. as the soccer fiesia
caused problems elsewhere in
Asia, reports AFP.

Millions of commuters. who
finished watching South Ko-
rea's World Cup cliffhanger on

TV at home, poured into the

strike-bound city streets to get
to work. creating the worst
morning rush-hour traffic jams
in the city's history.

Some 50 commuters. In-
cluding a pregnanit woman,
suffered near-suffocation at
Sadang Station in southern
Seoul, when they were pushed
over and crushed by hundreds
of others pushing into a car.

The pregnant woman. 29-
year-old Leff Min-Suk. was
listed in a grave condition.
while 19 others had to be
treated for suffocation and

bruises at hospital. Yonhap

f news agency sald.

commulers

The angry

im:ny of them already in a

fighting mood after their un-

derdog team's 3-2 defeat de-
spite a tough battle against de-
fending champions Germany,
then went on a rampage. shat-
tering windows of subway of-
fices and scuffling with riot
police

The subway systemn further
cut its services Tuesday, wors-
ening the already notorious
rush hour subway squeeze, as
substitute engineers. filling in
for striking workers, had to
take breaks because of fatigue.

The subway crush doubly
worsened as the soccer match
between South Korea and the
Germany ended just before the
peak of morning rush hour.

Many commuters delayed
venturing out to the strike-hit
streets. wishing to see the im-
possible happen as South Ko-
rea turned a first-half 3-0
deficit into the 3-2 drama.

The defeat led South Korea
to an early exit with two draws
and a loss, but President Kim
Young-Sam sald over the
phone to the team. | leel sorry
for the loss. but the match
showed Korean soccer has now
reached the world level.”

Commuters, seeking lo

.ush on the strike-
cripple:! subway. took out
wh. cver vehicles available to
get to work, causing what local
press reports called "the worst
traffic congestion in history” in
Seoul.

Elsewhere in Asia, Cup
craziness has claimed at least
two lives since the tournament
began — a soccer-made cafe
owner in Macau, who died
from exhaustion after watching

the TV non-stop for two days,
and a young man in Thailand,
who hanged himself after los-
ing a bet on the Dutch team.

In Hong Kong. the authori-
ties Tuesday urged employers
to boost safety precautions for
workers, who are reporting
bleary-eyed for duty after all-
night viewing.

According to an opinion
poll carried out by the Univer-
sity of Hong Kong. 37.2 per
cent of the public shows maore
interest in the World Cup than
governor Chris Patten's demo-
cratic reform package for the
territory, ¢om with 26.9
per cent who put the packag:
first.

avoid t+-



