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Today's World
Cup Fixtures

Asian snooker
matches begin

today

Sports Reporter
With the country convulsing
in the grip of World Cup fever,
with the nation

champions, the opening cere-
mony of the 11th Asian
snooker championship was
supposed to be a quiet affair.
But it was not.

Hosting the meet for the
first time, the Bangladesh
Billiards and Snooker Fede-
ration (BBSF), burdened with
the enormous task of or-
ganising an international meet

invalving a which is -
haps a wee mthm:F;r
tal stranger, has more than

bi e et '
ably elated polishing off a
handsome ceremonial
Minister for Industries A M
Zahiruddin Khan in-
augurated the nine-day meet
with Sindhu Pulsirivong. pres-
ident of the Asian Billlards
and Snooker Federation pre-
sent as a special guest
Azimuddin Ahmed. the BBSF
president and chairman of the
tournament organising com-
mittee, also spoke on the oc-
casion. The ceremonial was
marked by the formal intro-
duction of the participants.
The participating teams are:
Brunei, China. Chinese Taipei.

Hong Kong India, Malaysia,

Pakistan, the Philippines,
Singapore, Sri Lanka and
hosts

Split into four groups. 25
players representing 12 coun-
tries. including three from the
host nation, will fight it out for
top honours in four three-hour
sessions everyday running
through to July 6. Although the
opening ceremony was held
yesterday. the tournament
proper starts at 10 this momn-
ing. The matches will be de
cided in best-of-seven frames.

Dahlin changes
his mind

=

' Russia thrive in goal feast

1

PALO ALTO. June
29: Oleg Salenko
scored a record
five goals as Ru-
ssia crushed Ca-
meroon 6-1 in
World Cup Group B on Tuesday
to give them a slim chance of
qualifying for the second
round, reports Reuter.

Salenko struck in the 16th,
41st, 45th, 73rd and 75th
minutes, making him the first
player ever to score five goals
in one match at the World Cup
finals. Dmitry Radchenko
added the sixth in the 82nd
minute.

Even a

goal by 42-year-old

‘Roger Milla with his firs? touch

as a second-half substitute was
not enough to Inspire
Cameroon's “Indomitable Lion"
and keep them in the tourna-
ment.

Russia have three points
ang could qualify as one of the
four third-placed teams if re-
suilts go their way in the final
matches in Groups D and F
Cameroon, with only one point
after a draw against Sweden
and a defeat by Brazil. were
eliminated. !

Salenko, who plays for
Spanish club Logrones, is now
the top scorer at USA '94 with
six goals following the penalty
he scored in the 3-1 defeat by
Sweden last Friday.

"1 cannot call niyself a su-
perman.,” Salenko said

the quarter-finals in Italy
in 1990 and fell apart{

Salenke coolly drove the
ball under Cameroon goal
keeper Jacques Songoo to
open the scoring after the ball

ran free to him when gor Ko-
reneyev was tackled by two de-
fenders in the penalty box

He was left completely clear
to score the second, walking
the ball into the net while the
Cameroon players were siill
protesting a free-kick decision
which went them

He scored the third from a
penalty a minute before half-
time and the fourth and fifih

GOAL NUMBER FIVE: Russia's Oleg Salenko beats the despairing Cameroon goalie with a well ex
a World Cup record with five goals beating Frenchman Just Fontaine's four in
match at the Stanford Stadium on Tuesday. Russia crushed Cameroon 6-1.

Milla's goal was a fine effort

“ in the 47th minute. He held off

a defender and turned to slide
the ball into the far corner of
the net from close range.

As promised, he followed
his success with a hip-wiggle
at the corner flag — his trade-
mark when he scored four
goals in the final in Italy four
years ago.

Cameroon had several
chances in the first half and
after Milla scored. Francois
Omam-Biyick hit the crossbar
in the first half and Thomas
Libih struck the post early in
the second half, but luck de-
serted the Africans,

Their exit followed a host of
off-field problems, including a
row over unpaid match bon-
uses and the decision by first-
choice goalkeeper Joseph-
Arftoine Bell to quit the team
after the match against Brazil
because of a dispute with
officials.

Salenko, who was whisked
off by officials for a doping test
after the match, said he was
delighted to score flve goals
but that it was a result of great
teamwork.

‘It was a team achievement.
We played very well today even

if we have only a slight chance
of qualifying for the next
round. -he said.

He said he had not known
about the record until it as an-
nounced in the stadium after
he scored his fifth goal

1 did not know what the

rKomansdoAsia

proud: Blatter

DALLAS., June 29: South
Koreas World Cup perfor-
mance has given Asian foothall
a major boost, said FIFA gen
eral secretary Sepp Blatter
here on Wednesday. reports
AFP

"Their match against Spain
and their performance against
Germany drew international
attention to the good feotball
Asian leams can play." said
Blatter. "Their performance
will help the whole of Asia."

South Korea and Japan are
battling to host the 2002
World Cup but Blatter refused
to be drawn on whether
Korea s appearance at the fi
nals here will help their cause

South Korea tied their
opening match against Spain
22 then drew 0-0 with
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jthe 1958 edition during their final group

— AFP photo

record was or think about the
possibility of beating it today. |
only realised | had broken the
record when | heard it an-
nounced.” he said.

H- =aid the Russians had
gone oul for the match think-
ing only of showing their fans
back home what they are ca-
pable of after t*=ir disappoint-
ing first two matches.

Russian coach Pavel Sady-
rin, a man of few words, said
Salenko had finally shown what
he could do. .

"He is a very talented for-
ward. His tally of 16 goals this
season in Spain showed -that. "
Sadyrin said.

"Unfortunately he did not
open up in the first two
matches but | am very happy
he did it today."

Russian captain Viktor
Onopko said the Russians had
been able to capitalise on poor
organisation in the Cameroon
defence. *

He put the turnaround in
the Russians' fortunes down to
Sadyrin's decision to include
seven players from the top
Russian team Spartak Moscow.

"We understand each other
without speaking.” Onopko
said.
Referee: Jamal Al-Sharif
(Syria)

Yellow Cards:

Russia — Valery Karpin
(57), Dmitry Khlestov (88].
Yuri Nikiforov (90)

Cameroon — Andre Kana-
Biyick (13). Jacques Songo’ o

45 TEAMS

CAMEROON: 22 -Jacques
Songo o. 14-Stephen Tataw, 6-
Thomas Libih, 13 Raymond
Kalla, 5-Victor Ndip-Akem,
15-Hans Agbo. 10 Louis Mfede
(9-Roger Milla 46), 2-Andre
Kana-Biyick, 17-Marc Vivien
Foe., |19 David Embe [(16-
Alphonse Tchami 48], 7-Fran-
cols Omam-Biyick

RUSSIA: | -Stanislav Cher-
chesov, 21-Dmitry Khlestov, 5
Yuri Nikiforov, 1B-Viktor
Onopko, 6-Viadislav Terna
vaky, 12-Omari Tetradze, 10-
Valery Karpin, l4-lgor Ko-
rmeyev (15-Dmitry Radchenko
65). 17-llya Tsymbalar, 20
lgor Ledyakho (11-Vladimir
Beschastnykh 78), 9-Oleg
Salenko.

MATCH STATS

Match statistics for Tues-
day's Russia v Cameroon World
Cup, Group B game:

Russia Cameroon

(A cooking pot

for Michel? .

YAOUNDE. June 29: Ca-
meroon was a humiliated and
bitter country on Wednesday
after its soccer team's 6-1

thrashing by Russia led to their

exit from the World Cup,
reports Reuter.

Market women in the capi-
tal Yaounde were about the
only cheerful people, jokingly
telling reporters they had a
cooking pot ready for lgerm
Michel, the team's French
coach. i

"We .advise him to go

straight home to France." one

laughing woman at the Mokolo

Market said.

The "Indomitable Lions,"
Africa’s pride in the 1990
World Cup in Italy when they
reached the quarter-finals,
crashed out in the first round
in the US, conceding 11
goals in three matches.

“What upsets me most was
the score we were beaten by
last night. What will the world
say about Cameroon? Six-one,
that is denigration,” said shop-
keeper Blancard Tchatchoua.

‘It was predictable that we
lost. You can't win if you don't
train, but the scereline ... | am
ashamed, ashamed for my
country,” sald Tchatchoua.

Reacting to their defeat,
Cameroon's players and coach
blamed their atrocious prepa-
rations.

Government ministers in-
terfered in team selection. of-
ficials and businessmen
scrapped for a slice of the
sponsorship cake which finally
eluded all of them and the na-
tional soccer federation was
split between two rival - fac-

"l think you have to blame
the whole set-up of
Cameroonian football,” Michel
said in Palo Alto.

Sports commentaters in
many African countries said
Cameroon's performance was a
disgrace and feared it could
weaken Africa’'s case for four or
five representatives in the
1998 finals instead of the cur-
rent three. '

- Morocco were also elimi-
nated in the first round, leav-
ing Nigeria as Africa's last
standard bearer.

"Last night it was the whole
of African football, some would
say Africa itself, which was
humiliated.” wrote the Sports
Editor of Ivory Coast's
Fraternite-Matin.

Michel -said he was uncer-
tain of his future. Most
Cameroonians would be
amazed if he is not sacked,
blaming him as a principal
cause of the debacle.

Cameroon's state media also
rounded on Michel.

"It is not the players' fault
or the lack of funds, it is the
fault of a single man. Henri
Michel,” said television com
mentator Jean-Lambert Nang
during the Russia match.

Norway curse
their luck

EAST RUTHERFORD, NJ.
June 29: Triumphs at their
Olympics, in international
diplomacy and during their
first World Cup appearance in
56 years had some Norwegians
suspecting that a higher power
was on their side, reports AP

‘'God Is Norwegian, ' saild
one Norwegian T-shirt alter
the successes.

But when Norway were
knocked out of the World Cup
by the smallest possible mar
gin Tuesday. that God mus!
seem the cruelest in Valhalla,
the ancient Viking heaven

Norway did what they set
out to do: Get four points that
they presumed was needed to
advance from the first round.
However, Norway have the

misfortune to end up in Group -

E. the toughest in the Cup
against Mexico, ltaly and ire
land. In the so-called "Group of
Death.” four points was not

enough

A few months earlier. Nor
wegians learned that a small
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No more Fontaine, it's Salenko

LOS ANGELES,

June 29: Oleg
' Salenko's World

Cup record five

goals against Ca-

meroon on Tues-
day also made the Russian the
highest scorer since Poland's
Grzegorz Lato in 1974, reports
AFP.

The 24-year-old Salenko
became the first player to
score at least four goals in a
match since Emilio Butragueno
in Spain's 5-1 defeat of Den-
mark in the 1986 finals.

Eight other players had
scored four goals in one match.

Salenko, who scored from the
penalty spot in a 3-1 defeat to
Sweden three days ago, has now
scored six goals. That equals the
leading tournament tally since
Lato in 1974, :

No one has scored more,
than six goals in any of the four
previous tournaments.

Italy’'s Toto Schillaci
(1990), England's Gary Line-
ker (1986). Italy's Paolo Rossi
(1982} and Argentina's Mario
Kempes (1978) finished as
leading scorers with six goals
each.

Salenko scored 16 goals for
his Spanish club Logrones last
sSeason.

Russia, who still have a
chance to qualify for the sec-
ond round, scored the highest
win since the Soviet Union
thrashed Hungary 6-0 in 19886,

Roger Milla also set a record
when he came on in the second

L

]

W

’**-,;.;ﬁé"‘ i

RECORDS IN CONTRAST: Oleg Salenko of Russia

The 42-year-old had riready
become the oldest player in the
World Cup finals when he was a
substitute against Brazil. He
became the oldest player to score
in a World Cup finals match in
Italy four years ago but on
Tuesday he also became the
oldest player to score in any
international match.

Salenko had not scored in
four internationals before
coming here but Russian cap-
tain Vikto Onopko denied he
only made. the team as a re-
placement for the rebels who
had refused to play under
coach Pavel Sadyrin.

"He definitely was in the
squad,” Onopko said.

Salenko said he did not
know about the record.

"l did not know what the
old record was and only re-
alised it when the announce-
ment was made,” he said.

"l prefer to call it an
achievement of the team." he
added.

"The team played extremely
well today even though we still

only have a slight chance to -

qualify.

"Most of all we wanted to
show Russian spectators at
home exactly what we are ca-
pable of."

Sadyrin was asked if Russia.
would have performed better
with the likes of Igor Shalimov
and Andrei Kanchelskis who
had refused to play under him.

"That's not a serious ques-
tion,” he said.

"l think the team today was
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just as strong as the team
would have been if they had
been here.” -

AP adds: "l would exchange
all my goals for Russia's sec-
ond-round berth." Salenko
said.

He played in Russia's final
World Cup qualifier against
Greece and was expected to
back up striker Sergei Yuran

during the World Cup. With Yu-
ran out of the team because of
poor form and a clash with
coach Pavel Sadyrin. Salenko
became a starter.

"Record, what record?"
asked Salenko when leaving
the pitch. "Now that 1 found
out, it feels great to joint the
legends.”

Entering the World Cup,
Salenko had not scored in in-
lernational play. His best pre-
vious record was when he
netted three goals for Dynamo
Kiev- against Dynamo Moscow
in the 1990 Russian Cup final.

Salenko had also scored in
Russia's second World Cup, a
3-1 loss to Sweden: His six
goals make him the leading
scorer in the tournament.

Players to score four goals
in a World Cup game:

Emilio Butragueno, Spain,
1986: Eusebio, Portugal, 1966;
Just Fontaine, France, 1958:
Sandor Kocsis, Hungary, 1954:
Juan Schiaffino, Uruguay,
1950; Ademir, Brazil, 1950;
Ernest Willimowski, Poland,
1938; Leonidas, Brazil, 1938;
and Gustav Wetterstrom. Swe-
den, 1938
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representatives of two generations pose after the last Group B encounter of the two teams at
Stanford Stadium. Salenko scored five of Russia's six goals to erase Fontaine's record while
Milla at 42 became the oldest player to score in the international circuit when he pulled one
back in Cameroon's unsavoury farewell.

SAN FRANCISCO,
June 29: Came-
roon's colourful
striker Roger Mi-
lla already knows
what is on the
agenda after the World Cup —
helping children in his native
country, reports AFP.

The oldest player te com-
pete In the World Cup finals at
42 tentatively set up a founda-
tion four months ago for
youngsters in need, :

Though he has yet to decide
inewhat way it will bring aid,
financial and moral support
will probably be the two main
benefits

‘Helping children is very
important to me | hope the
foundation 1 set up will be of
great help to a lot of children,”
he said

He intends to compete in a
tournainent in Africa following
Lthe World Cup and is consider-
ing working for FIFA in a posi-
Lion representing Africa

And on hopes for African
nations in luture World Cups.

It will continue to be im-
portant that we progress In
past  African teams did not
have a good showing when
they played in the World Cup.
Now al least we are here and
We are sirong

His wiggling hips made him
a superstar at the ltalilan World
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For Milla

Group B.

Milla entered the match
less than two minutes before
Marcio Santos made it 2-0 for
Brazil, and a minute after
Rigober Song was sent off,

"It was an awful time to
come on, but that's the way it
is.” he said.

Milla said he had tried to
make sure football and not
monty was on the agenda in
thie USA but after two matches
goalkeeper Joseph-Antoine
Bell pulled out because of
pressure from Cameroon
politicians.

Bell was the ringleader for
calling a strike in protest at
money owed to players by the
federation, .

Milla said: "They were at
the World Cup to play matches
and the Bell affair was nol a

Zoff’s new

assignment

ROME. June 29: Lazio coach
Dino Zoff, the captain of Jtaly's
victorious 1982 World Cup
squad. was formally named
president of the First Division
club on Tuesday. report
Reuter 4 i

A statement said the club
board unanimously appointed
Zoff at a meeting The ap-

poinimeni was first announced
in March

— AFP photo

life begins at 42

sporting question, it was quite
another matter.”

At the 1990 World Cup in
Italy. Milla came on as a sub to
score against both Romania
and Colombia.

Yet far from feeling the
pressure that he and
Cameroon should score this *
time, he said it was out of his
hands.

If it's God's will, we will
have 10 goals. But if it's God's
will be will have zero, we will
have zero,"” he said.

In Italy, Milla also became
the oldest player ever to score
at a World Cup, being one year
older than Sweden's Gunnar
Gren who was 37 when he
scored against West Germany
in the 1958 semifinals.

His two late gaols against .
Romania. his outfoxing of ec-
centric Colombian keeper
Rene Higuita before scoring,
and a superb performance
against England in Naples ele-
vated him to hero status.

England's Stanley Matthews

s the oldest international. He

was two months older than the
42-year-old Milla will be when
he played Denmark.in 1957.

But Milla beat Dino Zoffs
World Cup record. The goal-
keeper was 40 when he cap-
tained Italy to the 1982 Warld
Cup.

But to Milla, being the old-
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: were right-foot shots f"“‘“_l In Bolivia before going down 3-2 Goal 6 | team of their countrymen had | (up four years ago in an He made a record 112 ap-  est player was of no impor

BONN. June 29: Swedish Iidtﬂ'itpﬂ‘mﬂj e lo Germany in a match they Shots on goal 23 14 secretly brﬂﬁ'grtd talks be oltherwise mediocre tourna- pearances for italy between tance.
international striker Martin It was a dramatic turna A — ! F o 13 iween israel and the Palestine | ment 1968 apd 1983 and captained ‘It means nothing. | was the
Dahlin made a dramatic U-turn | round for the 24-year -old stri- “They should have beaten {‘murnru |0 ., Liberation U!"gantlatiﬂn The However it was not all such the side 1o viclory in the 1982 oldest outfield player at the
on Tuesday when it was an- ker who was not in the star Bolivia_~ said Blatter “It would (;ﬁqidel 5 3 effort was hailed by much of plain sailing in 1JSA '94 He Waorld € up final against West 1990 World Cup. 5o what: All
v o Temn with: | teig Jeup Kie fasie e ooe. have assured them of a second | yejlow cards 3 the world as a triumph for | adinitted he had come o at @ Cooimiany when he was 40 that matters is how good | am
Borussia Moenchengladbach ning match of the {inals — a wond olece e - L.' O Middle East — terribile time agatnst Brosl in v s odd As o oot haller nod my agte
next season, reports AFP. 2 0 defeat by Brazil L Red cards | ERELE: —
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| THE ENSUING EXTRA-TIME PRODUCES A
POMBMNANT MOMENT YOUNG ENGLAND

| STAR PAUL BASCOIGNE BURSTS INTO TEARS
WHEN A YELLOW CARD MEANS HE LL MISS

| TME NEXT MATCM

b NETHER SIDE AN MUSTER ANCTHER GO
AND THE MATCH 15 DECIDED BY THE NOW

e - 1 = :
TURIN WITMNESSES ANCOTHER DIRAMANC SEMI
AL -TOO-PREY ALENT FE";H Wﬂﬁ* Ut FINAL WEST GERMANY DRAW FIRS! BLOOD
TENSION GETS THE BETTER OF WHEN BIPEHME S DEFLECTED FREE WICK |LOOPS
DONADOMN AL SEPENA OVER ENGLAND KEFPER SHILTON
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