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Silent Drama in Driftwood

by Fayza Haq

Ferdousy Priyabhashini, who had her sculp-
ture show, "In the Shadows of Daily Trivia" re-
cently at the Bengal Foundation, had on display
figures which had been created from driftwood
, and one was amazed at the novelty of
ynagination which went with them.

The works that stand out for their fluidity of
form had been picked up from trunks of trees,
fungal growth and knotted-up tangled
branches. This orgainic sculpture appeals to us
specially because it recalls nature around us.
What Ferdousy adds or takes away enables na-
ture's stories of reality, romance and myths to
have a meaning for us. Some of the works have
been left as they are while others have been
touched marginally. With a minimum of effort
the artist has transformed nature into art.

Ferdousy, as the ’

figures are all obtained from roots and
branches, with a tree trunk serving as the base.

"The Peacock" has all the grace, dignity and
beauty of a peacock with a trailing outstretched
tail that was once a “porgacha” growing on
someone's wall. In the same way "The Swan" is
a graceful bird made from pieces of firewood of
different colours. glued together. The piece ‘is
a good study in texture.

"The Labourer" is a fairly huge depiction of a
man at work, with his head, limbs and torso
beautifully displayed. The fact that it is all a
work of nature is dlmost incredible.

“The Ballet Dancer” has a figure of a western
ballerina in a tutu. The curves of her limbs,
head and bosom originate from a single piece
of wood whith fungus growth on it.

"Durga’ has the

daughter of a pro-
fessor at Khulna,
grew up in a cam-
pus suwrrounded by
trees and shrubs.
Her love for nature
grew more intense
when she saw
"Panther Panchaly”.
She took up inte-
rior docoration
with driftwood as
her hobby and was
encouraged to do
so by artist S.M.
Sultan and poet
Sufia Kamal. Expe-
rimenting since
‘81, she had her
first exhibition at
Charopeeth Insti-:
tute, Jessore,
Three of her
works, "Daily Life",
"Elephant Family"
and "Toiling" were
"included in the'93
Bienalle.- Her "Ec-
stasy of Priest's
Life" was chosen
for the national
exhibition of Shil-
pakala Academy
the same year.
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ten hands like the
goddess and this is
a collection of roo-
ts from the road-
side in Dhanmandi,.
Simi-larly "Rajnish”
shows the cult
leader with his fol-
lowers, ob-tained
from the roots of a_
banyan tree at an
old home. The
faces, bodies and
hair emerge from a
single root.
"Bathing Mado-
nna" shows a shy,
slim and wet figu-
re. Once the
body of the subject
is admirable to be-
hold and one can
hardly believe that
it has not been
carved out.
"Love for Sale” ,

a composition in
junk wood and
rusted tin, has. a
cinema hall at the
Back and shows
women in a brothel
going about their
work. Here the

Meanwhile she |
participated in combined shows in Jessore.

"1 1 driven to collect and mould the
driftwood when I find a resemblance between
my thoughts and the driftwood. | think, imag-
ine and search for the wood of my dreams.
When | find the proper wood. | make my
carvings, "she explains. She uses moth-eaten
- wood, barks of frees, mushrooms , dry root
and seeds of mahagony tree. Whatever she does
Is instinctive.

"The Eagle" which has been collected from
Mangla Port, Khulna, is complete with wings,
beak and eyes. All Ferdousy has done is collect
the wood and give it a base. Similarly "The
Hawk" of Sinbad is a huge piece which has not
been touched at all but is complete with out-
streiched wings. -

"Banks of the Broken River" shows an entire
scene of villagers going about their work with
the bullock cart man, a woman husking rice. a
man smoking the "hookah", people huddled
together having an “addah”. women fetching
water and some others preparing meals. The

artist is deeply
concérned about the victims of social cala-
ity '

"Refugee of '71" shows a man taking shelter
in an open pipe. The theme of human misery
and suffering is done with two different pieces
of wood.

"The Elephant Family " has an elephant and
her two young ones. The artist has collected
the pieces from near her office in Dhaka and
from Sylhet . The "Snake and the Mongoose”
pieces were collected from Dhaka and Jessore.

The profile of "Gholam Azam" is a satirical
one and follows Shishir's cartoon.

Trees, their barks, roots leaves and knot
holes are Ferdousy's materials. At times left
over burnt wood from road repairment collec-
tion has provided her figures Sometimes she
has used scattered figures around a central
theme or symbol such as the liberation war,

tution and village life. Ferdousy considers
erself an amateur who has her limitations.
Despite bound by her limitations, she has
safled forth into a challenging world of bring-
ing organic work back to sculpture.
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The Sampradayikata Birodhi Chhatra Sam
yesterday in support of today's hartal.

o

a) brought out a torch ﬁrmasiun in the city

— Star photo
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People must be real

guide of govt: PM

People have to be the real
guide and master of the gov-
ernment, said Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia yesterday
stressing the need for their di-
rect involvement in proper
planning, reports UNB.

"In implementation of plans
people would be the supervi-
sors and watchdog ... We be-
lieve in accountability of the
government to the people and
only mass awareness can en-
sure this," she added.

The Prithe Minister was
speaking at the inaugural func-
tion of a day-long workshop on
National Environmental Man-
agement Action Plan (NEMAP)
at the International Confer-
ence Centre yesterday morn-

ing.
The workshop marks the

end of a nationwide process of &

public consultation towards
developing a national environ-
mental action plan. The NGO
sector through Association for
Development Agencies in
Bangladesh (ADAB) organised
35 workshops including 23 at
the grass-roots level.

The workshops during the
last three months involved
people from all strata of the
society including farmers,
small traders, fishermen, wo-
men. teachers, students, go-
vernmen! officials and elected
representatives whoe were
engaged in identifying major
environmental problems.

The inputs, opinions and
suggestions from thousands of
people will be synthesised into
a draft NEMAP which will
chart out a plan of action for
the government and other
agencies concerned.

The inaugural function of
yesterday's workshop was also
addressed by Environment and
Forest Minister Col (Retd) Ak-

bar Hossain, Resident Repre-
sentative of UNDP Ms Eimi
Watanabe, of Envi-
ronment Ministry Abdullah Ha-
roonn Pasha, President of Envi-
ronmental Coaljtion of NGOs
Dr. Kazi Faruk Ahmed and Na-
tional Project Director Qamar
Mohammad Faruk.

Ambassadors, representa-
tives of voluntary organisations
and environmentalists at-
tended the function.

Begum Zia cautioned
environmental degradation
which has posed a threat to
our economy. "Proper envi-
ronmental management is a
must for improving the lot of
the people and for ensuring
national T

She hoped that the work-
shop will identify the envi-
ronmental problems and sug-
gest solutions.

Pointing to the problem of
natural calamities, river ero-
sion, excessive use of chemi-
cals and Iinsecticides, un-
planned urbanisation. smoke
from vehicles, industrial was-
tes and saline water, the Pri-
me Minister said all thee
contribute to the ravaging of
the environment.

She also mentioned the
havoc caused on the country's
economy and environment due
lo unilateral withdrawal of
Ganges water by India at up-
stream of Farakka Barrage.

She stressed the need for
proper planning and its effi-
cient implementation to free
the nation from the turse of
poverty and overpopulation.

The Prime Minister said
proper planning requires di-
rect involvement of the mas-
ses and said the present go-
vernment put emphasis on
participation of the people in
formulating national plans.

BRTC to import 100 deluxe

buses, 30 double-deckers

Bangladesh Road Transport
Corporation (BRTC) has taken
steps to import 30 double
decker buses and 100 deluxe
buses Including 25 air-condi-
tioned coaches for its iInter-
district routes, reports UNB.

BRTC has taken up the
programme Lo strengthen its
fleet through increasing the
number of double-decker
huses to facilitate urban trans-
poriation

This was disclosed at the

ing concern for long at the
time of taking over theé present
government.

The radical change could be
brought about by taking a num-
ber of remedial steps Iincluding
development of efficiency,
shirking the burden of unused
manpower and strengthening
vigilance and monitoring.

Earlier. the meeting con-
sidered an elaborate report
submitted by BRTC Chairman A
R Khan on the activities, prob-
lemrs and prospects of BRTC.

Members of the committee,
Whip of the Jatiya Sangsad
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Janakantha editor

granted bail
for one month
The Appellate Division of

' the Supreme Court yesterday

granted bail for one month to
Atique Ullah Khan Masud,
Editor of the daily Janakantha,
reports BSS.

He was earlier granted 15-
day's ad interim bail on June
15. -
The Appellate Division also
allowed the leave petition for

filing appeal against the bail -

rejection order of the: High
Court Division:

The appeal against the
order of the High Court
Division will come up for hear-
ing after 30 days from yester-
day.
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New editor o

BBC South Asia |

Alexander Thomson. Editor
of the BBC's daily current af-
fairs programme South Asia
Report, has been appointed
South Asia Regional Editor as
part of the reorganisation of
News and Current Affairs
within the World Service, says
a press release.

His extended responsibili-
ties include the further devel-
opment of the BBC's impres-
sive network of regional re-
porters and contributors in

South Asta, the development of }

the new BBC production cen-
tre in Delhi, and the develop-
ment of links between BBC
Radio and Television in the re-
glon.

Alexander Thomson joined
the BBC in 1973 as a graduate
trainee and has worked in both
radio and television news and
current affairs. He was a Duty
Editor in the World Service
Newsroom, an Execytive Pro-
ducer in World Service Cu-
rrent Affairs, where he pre-
sented the daily programme
Twenty Four Hours, and he has
been both Home Affairs
Correspondent and Foreign
Affairs Correspondent for
World Service radio news.

Date for paying
CCC tax extended

CHITTAGONG, June 29:
The last date for paying
Chittagong City Corporation
taxes without surcharge has
now been extended up to July
7 instead of June 30, a corpo-
ration press release said here
tonight, reports BSS,
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Happy Birthday
To
K. B. Ahmed
from
Friends and
well-wishers

Happy Birthday
O
Nasim Bhabi

T

Bijlee

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Young energetic, graduate Civil Engi-
neers are needed for immediate
appointment. Engineers with good
academic background and experience
will be preferred. Candidates should
apply to the Manager (Administra-
tion), Project Builders Ltd., 692/B,
Bara Moghbazar, Dhaka-1217 along
with own hand written Bio-Data and
attested copies of the certificates by
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28th meeting of the
Parliamentary Standing
(ommittee on Ministry of

Abdul Karim Advocate, Mojibar {
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Communications held at the
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with Communications Executive Director of \ :
yesterday — Star photo | pinister Oli Ahmad in the J; & kil B | | .
- B Bosre amuna Multipurpose Bridge | & A Knit Fabric Mfg. & Processing Co. |
q Authority Mohammad Ali, se- ol . 1h
Ch hl f The meeting was also in-  nior officials of Ministry of [\ S&ﬂﬂkﬂ'}’ﬂ.ﬂ Bh&bﬂﬂ, 12/F, Suite # 1201, Dhaka. AA
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held tomorrow after Zohar
prayers at his 38, Sarat Gupta
Road residence in the city
reports BSS

Family members of the de-

Dhaka University form “Tender for works" are hereby
invited from the Ist & 2nd class enlisted contractors
(Electrical) of Dhaka University for the works of
“Installation of underground cable for main building of

PLEASE APPLY FOR SHARES WITH CONFIDENCE

Heavy falls ]ike

Heavy falls are likely at places over Rajshahi and Dhaka

J.'l"

Zah | H . =g ceased have requestied all diviet A h 24" h :,a Zn 2 i . . . .
b g e, 14 Of Dhaka University” and will § | relatives. frends and admirers | S¥isions during the next 24 hours tll 6 pm Thursday. re- .| & This is for the kind information of Bangladeshi / Foreign investors 3
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n presence of the contractors who mav remain present. i lﬁf ikely al most places over Dhaka Rajshahi and Khulna - Jt . *
Contractors will have to deposit as Earnest Money a Cﬂm :;::::::: Ans arimany places over: Barisal ‘and. Chittagong f: ordinary shares of Tk. 2,50,00,000.00 (Taka Two Crores & Fiﬂv lacs) i
sum of Tk 6,380.00 l:}nl}' in Demand Draft or Pa}f Order Day temperature may remain nearly unc hanged during the ! of Tk' 1m'm e”h at par h” commenced on 30'6'“ and m” “'..
from a scheduled Bank of Bangladesh in favour of B ’ U period over the country ¥ continue till 9.7.94 i
Executive Engineer (Electrical), Dhaka University Thursday mn?!;ﬂlr]:,;“:h:i::,a?;n#;u: T;,rizn;? },Eﬁ:;;;ﬂnfﬂl =R ¥ o Al
Tender form, Schedule and other particulars may be 430  Opening announcement Country's highest Lf-mi_u:ramre 32 8 de C A i tM' A
v A - 3L gree Celsius was y mtm req
had from the office of the undersigned up to 12 Noon 445  Children % RN —_— recorded at Chittagong and the lowest 23.5 degrees at Feni ) lnteresm n are UESted to Sme" of sham app“c.‘
; P Fum Jhum yesterday - < 2 W
on all working days except on the date fixed for ] | 510 News n Banga RECT s s wen pRRGIONCCO G GegRe T @ tions to the designated banks within the stipulated period.
Skt tha p 520 AT et R € surn Y jursday) a pm and rises A A
Subemi 4 tender on payment of Tk 100.00 Dﬂl}* : ki P"titlﬂ;i ) tornorrow (Friday) at 514 am Y
(Nun-refundable] to thE‘ ]anata Bﬂﬂk, Dh&kﬂ 605 m Edu'm@ Prograthme _ The maxirnum and minimurm temperatures ol some mu}nr ;: le \lw I l \'l “' 5 {}' II"" I}I{‘}" ( l i
: ; o Esho Para Shikhi cities /towns recorded yesterday were as follows:
University Branch after obtaining permission from 6§30 Jiboner Alo Temperature in Humidity in f
the undersigned. The authority reserves the right to 7_:5 Nazrul songs Celsius | percentage Y A 100 % EXPO!T-O!"QRM Industry
accept or reject any tender without assigning any | | 850  Drama of the wee i e e N S | g (Project situated at Export Processing Zone, Chittagong).
reason. The contractors are liable to abide by the 10°00  News in Enghish Chittagong 32 8 26 78 K8 A ,
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