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Some Basis for Talks

Marking a welcome departure from generali-
ties, the Opposition has placed its formnula for a
caretaker government to hold general elections
before the nation, and operatively, before the gov-
ermnment of the day. The smokescreen of ambigu-
ities and rhetorics that shrouded the question
should now dissolve into the thin air. The wran-
gle over it raging for months in a barren state
grew acrimonious and proved to be energy-sap-
ping with each passing day. It came to produce a
parliamentary grid-lock that tended to cast a
shadow on the future of democracy in the coun-
try. From this standpoint, one wished very much
the enunciation of the major opposition parties’
position in such clear terms had come sooner.

Although belated, we regard the opposition's
move as a positive development in the present
scheme of things: because we have, for the first
time, some concrete basis — a set of talking-
points — to start th& process of negotiations
pegged to the same. We have a frame of reference
now where there was practically none before.
Without delving into the merit of the opposition's
formulation or any prejudice to it, we can assert
that playing Ostrich over the question can no
longer do. The common and shared concern is
palpably for ensuring free and fair polls to the
satisfaction of all parties concerned.

The ruling party has gone on record quite a
few times over with its frequently expressed de-
sire to bring about some much-needed electoral
reforms. Let the government now place the elec-
toral reform bill on the table of the House or
make its details otherwise known by way of re-
- sponding to the opposition's now-formulated de-

mand. We urge both the sides not to brush each
other's proposals aside or dismiss them out of
hand with a burst of intemperate utterances in a
kind of knee-jerk reaction. They should instead
give serious consideration to these. There is ob-
- viously no-quick fix or set-piece solution to the
problem. More important, there is no last word
in politics, especially in constitutional politics
geared to statutory amendments. Taking rigid
positions will be self-defeating where the situa-
tion unavoidably demands a minimum working
consensus to forge even an inch ahead.

The opposition cannot expect any magical out-
come of the move they have just made and lose
patience quickly down the road. They must allow
reasonable response time to the other side. It
would have been ideal had the opposition's call
for movement not come with its enunciation of
the formula for a caretaker government. This may
have been done to underscore the seriousness of
their commitment to the demand or to strength-
en their position on the counter. But
any further persistence along this line could mar
the chances of negotiations Without which the'
issue cannot be resolved in the first place. At the
same time, the government leaders should not be
raring to reject the opposition proposals outright
thereby making a short shrift of their initiative.

We are for a new, fruitful phase of negotiations
to begin between the ruling party and the opposi-
tion. And they must be prepared to do whatever it
takes to ensure that.

Accident and Insanity

Hell was let doose in and around the Dhaka
Medical College. On Sunday about a dozen vehi-
cles were damaged by frenzied students and
mobs —mostly transport workers — clashing each
other. It all was triggered off by the tragic death
of a student of the Dhaka Medical College. A head-
on collision between a micro-bus and a truck near
Lama Bazar, Sylhet, caused the death of Tanveer
Ahmed Ferdous, a meritorious student, and also
injury to two other students. When the news of
the accident reached the medical college, the
students staged a violent protest and then

brought out a rally. On their way to Dr Fazle Rabbi -

Hostel in Baksi Bazaar the students suddenly al-
lowed their passion to run as high as to attack
eight to nine trucks parked on the wayside.

This was enough provocation for the transport
workers to retaliate. They chased the students,
damaged the college bus and a micro-bus of
Sandhani, a voluntary organisation, ransacked the
ladies' common room and even broke the doors
and windows of the college principal's room. The
free-for-all incidént that took place there is not
the first of its kind. It has all the making of mob
insanity, no doubt about that. But it is even more.
The expression of insanity is also an explosion of
bottled-up frustration and anger of a long time.
The frustration is because of the abnormal fre-
quency of such accidents and yet no effective
government measures to bring the erring vehi-
cles in order. And the anger is from helplessness
in the face of constant threat of insecurity. |

This is what really explains the collective insa-
hity and irrational behaviour we most of the time
become a witness to. Mob insanity knows no dis-
crimination and mete ofit punishment to some-
‘one for the crimes of others. In such a fluid situa-
tion the values and principles that hold society
together suddenly fall apart, making way for a so-
rt of anarchy. This is exactly what is now happe-
ning in the country. Most of the time the organi-
sed groups enforce their numerical superiority on
the disorganised but majority of the population.

So what is the lesson for us? The lesson is that
the authority has to act fast. The autocratic
regime understandably had to pamper the organ-
ised groups so that it could reap political divi-
dends from undue concessions. If the same tragli-
tion is allowed to continue, we are really heading
for a catastrophe. In the first place an atmo-
sphere has to be created where law and order
can be the modus operandi of the system. All the
known causes of accidents and the crimes .have
to be removed first; and even after ensuring every
possible precaution, if an accident should take
place, it has to be thoroughly looked into to bring
out the truth. It is the transparency that is absent
in all such cases. If this transparency along with
pProper punishment for the law-breakers could be
ensured, people would not feel tempted to take
laws in their own hands.

HE four-day Foreign Mi-
I nisters’ Conference ol

the 109 member Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM)
ended in Cairo on 3 June, with
the adoption of a high-
sounding Declaration, called
Cairo Declaration, expressing
lots of pious wishes and good
intentions, on issues, both
political and economic. They
cover a wide-range of fields
including strengthening of
South-South cooperation,
North-South etente. requeslt to
the UN for taking measures to
resiore peace in Bosnia,
Rwanda, Yemen and other hot
spots. So on and so forth. Such
repeatation of “old wine in new
bottles™ is nothing new on the
part of NAM. Since the Jakarta
Summit in 1992 much water
has flown down the Nile, when
the recent NAM 11th
Ministers session was held in
Cairo.
The Cairo Declaration
sounds like a “family will”
made by a dying father in-
structing his children what to
do with the property he is
leaving behind for them. But
what happens if no property is
left at all and the sack is empty
? It reminds us of an English
proverb: "An empty sack can't
stand upright.’ Is it true ? That
is why the Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak. an outspoken
statesman, sounded a note of
warning in his Inaugural
speech for the wise men to
follow. And the Sri Lankan
Foreign Minister went a step
further to voice his "fears” for
NAM's future when he said il
had lost its “clout” and asked
whether it was being
"mummified”.

President Mubarak, like a
practical statesman. sounded
P inlela has urged South

Alricans o get down to
work as soon as possible. and
Johannesburg residents Mike
Smith, Cassius Plaaitjes and
Chris Dlamini are following his
instructions — literally to the
letter.

The trio are contributors to
Homeless Talk. a newspaper
launched by and for the home-
less in May. the same month
Mandela was sworn in as the
country’s first democratically-
elected leader.

Smith and Dlamini live with
2.000 others on the platforms
and passageways of Park Sta-
tion, Johannesburg's biggest
railway terminus. Plaaitjes lives
on a pavement near the centre
of town.

Part of the idea of Homeless
Talk is to give these forgotten
people a voice. But it also aims
to put money in the pockets of
the city's most destitute peo-

“It's sold to members of the
homeless community for 10
cents,” says Smith. "They then
sell it for a rand.”

So far so . "It was all
sold in three weeks, 10,000
copies.” Smith says. "Now we
have printed another 20.000."
Prochuction of the second issue

VER 1the past two and
Oand a hall decades scores

of political parties were.
born in Ban
these parties moved in brief
cases and some could not
come out of their domestic
precincts. At one stage, the
total number of political
parties in the country crossed
a 'hundred’ mark. Such a queer
episode in the political arena
coincided with the announce-
ment of Geneéral Ziaur Rahman
that he would make politics
difficult in Bangladesh. Indeed
Zia was true to his words.

Age-old political parties like
Awami e, National Awami
Party of Maulana Bhashani,
Muslim League etc. came to be
caught up in the process of
disintegration with the break-
aways forming new parties
with old names. For easy iden-
tification each faction used the
name of its president. Some
used the words Ilike
'mnvﬂ?:uun* ‘council’ etc. cajol-
ing the ego of their respective
leadership.

Majority of these so-called
political parties could not stem
their mushroom growth and
waited for newer opportuni-
ties. Some of the older defec-
tors from big parties like
‘Awami League, NAP and
Muslim e started ugly
lobbying with the power cen-

RESIDENT Nelson Ma-

tre in the government in ordér

to secure respectable berths.
Hardly they had time to realize
that their hobnobbing might

get them some material gains,

they would eventually have an

indelible seal of slur stamped

on their brazen faces.
A new political

e —

Sir,
war,

Before the liberation
even relatively poor

household had at least one -

maid to assist the daily chores
of life. There after household
got smaller, wages got larger
and working-class girls started
preferring service away from
homes: therefore, serving class
dwindled especially in
Bangladesh.

The decline of the age of
domestics and the complex
human relation of mistress and
the servant have gone. Modern
families try
fridges holding the week's
perishables, coal and firewood
ovens gave way to gas burners
and washing machines and
dishwashers took up the dirty
works.

gladesh. Some ol .

partv

to march on —

Is NAM at its Journey's End?

strategy.

by A M M Shahabuddin

e —————
Now, with the demise of the Soviet regime and collapse of the Warsaw power bloc, the East-West cold war has

also come to an end, opening new vistas for the creation of a new world order, realignment of relationship be-
tween states and more comprehensive North-South equation. In this changed scenario, NAM, with its

original motto and programme of action, is a total misfit; the change in condition demands a change in

the warning bells at the con
ference. without any ambiguity
and rheloric., when he said
that NAM had "to change or
face irrelevance”. He also
warned saying: "If we don't act
with open minds and great
adaptability, we will be justify-
ing the argument that the
movement has become empty
of content or an image without
reality.” Thus he had set a
tone, a clear trend and given a
sense of direction. Unfor-
tunately, the Declaration,
adopted at the Cairo confer-
ence of NAM FMs, has not
lived upto that expectation of
President Mubarak. No con-
structive thinking has been re-
flected in the Declaration, ex-
cept routine rhetorics.
Indeed., NAM has been
‘'mummified.” as apprehended
by the Sri Lankan FM, and it
has been turned into an empty
vessel making too much sound,
compared to its colourful and
eventful past. NAM made a glo-
rious and historic debut in
1961, with four charismatic
world personalities as its
strong pillars. They were Mar-
shal Tito of Yugoslavia. Pandit
Nehru of India, President

- Soekarno of Indonesia and

I'resident Nasser of Egypt. It
was born with the main

purpose of serving as a
bulwork between the two
opposing world forces or
power blocs — East and West.
when the cold war fever was at
its peak. DBesides political is-
sues. NAM also aimed at pro
moting the economic interests
of its member states, compris-
ing mainly the Third World
countries. NAM made its pres-
ence felt both in the political
and economic fields, thanks to
the sagacious policy of its four
fathers. It was gradu-
ally considered by both the
blocs as a ‘third power to
reckon with. [Its voice was
heard and respected in the
corridors of power both within
and without the UN. In lact, it
left a blazing trail of its glitter-
ing achievements during the
sixties and seventies. But with
the gradual ‘exits’ of four of its
main architects. NAM gradu-
ally lost its luster and vitality.
During the last two decades, |t
had been wandering like an
aimiless stray horse. lacking its
characteristics.

When NAM should have
played a vital role on political
issues affecting one or the
other member states, it proved
totally impotent and lacking
sirength and initiative. The
glaring examples are its pi

tiable role in Iran-lraq war the
Gulf War, Bosnia. the Middle
East Ethiopia-Somalia. Viet
nam-Cambodia. etc. It's po-
litical bankruptcy was shock
ing. NAM was rither a silent
spectator. a by-stander on the
sideline or sitting on the
fence, when terrible thing
were happening and its inter
vention was solicited and ex
pected. In fact. NAM which
took off with a big bang as a
Movement. could not pick up
and gather that vitality and
sagacity. even after crossing
three decades. to serve as a
living organism to cope with
the changed situations. [t is
now singing out of tune :
Omne of the purposes of NAM
was to protect the economic
interests of the Third World
countries, thére also its record
of performance was very poor.
The poor performance of the
Group of FifteenlG-15). cre-
ated by NAM, is a case in point
The G-15 was esiablished at
the initiative of former Indian
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi at
the Belgrade NAM conference
in 1989, mainly to counter the
economic might of the Group
ol Seven (G-7). representing
the developed countries. But it
seenis Lo have died a natural
death as eviden! from its poor

snow at Lhe last G-15 summit
neld in New Delhi a couple of
ruoriths back. Out of 15 mem-
bers. only four showed up, be-
sides the host country, India,
and that also after earlier
postponement of the summit
due to thin attendance. The
Delhi summit was specially
convened (o prepare a strategy
for the Uruguay Round of talks
of the GATT That miserably
failed It proved once again
that the days of talk-shop’ are
over. Now mere hollow and
vague calls for South-South
Cooperation and chauvinistic
tirades against North would
not bear any fruit. So, instead
of strengthening G-15. NAM
member countries are explor-
ing to join more profitable re-
gional organisations, like
APEC. ASEAN. NAPTA and
SAPTA: A popular Calcutta
English daily. in an editorial on
the poor show of the G-15 at
Delhi. lamented. saying
"Having fathered this anaemic
child, india can at least ar-
range for its decent burial”
What a sad commentary !

As is well-known. the Third
World couintries 1ok the role
of "non-aligned” 1o avoid being
dragged into the East-West
stand-olf Now with the
demise of the Soviet regime

Street Voice Leads to Homeless Talk

John Perlman writes from Johannesburg

is undcrway.

In the first issue, 21-year-
old Dlamini described a young
orphan he met at Park Station.
who had never known his par-
ents: "He was like an island, all
alone surrounded by water,
like weeds in the field that
moved side to side as the
winds blew."”

Dlamini said he completed
school but "never took myself
as someone who could write
well. When | heard about the
newspaper | went back to the
station, and | couldn't sleep |
had so many ideas. The next
day | asked for pen and paper
and wrote it in 10 minutes_"

Dlamini is determined to
keep the promise he made (o
his lamily when he left Lhe
Durban township of Umlazi-
“It's not easy to just go back
home, because with my
mother not working | then
become a bigger problem.
That's why | stick on here try-
ing to change my life, so that
when | go back home | don't
go empty-handed.”

Dlamini never got a foothold
in Johannesburg but Smith
once held a senior jOb.. training
kitchen staff for a major

—_—
A group of homeless people in Johannesburg

have launched their own newspaper. As Gemini
News Service reports, the publication not only
gives its staff a voice, it also gives them hope.

restaurant chain. After falling
out with his employers, he
went in search of a better job.
Instead, he ended up with a
job so menial that he “couldn't
afford a place to stay, couldn't
buy a pair of shoes." He took
refuge in Park Station . Contact
with groups helping the home-
less led to his enrollment in a
computer course. X

"I attended classes and
slept at night on my books,” he
says. '| would then go to a cen-
tre in Bertrams (half an hour's
walk away) every morning to
wash. One of the churches was
helping me with clothing so
that | could at lest look re-
spectable among the other
students.”

Smith says the idea for
Homeless Talk came from
Reverend Diane Wicks., a min-
isier from the United States

who worked from a church
near the station. "She men-
tioned to me that in America
the homeless have a newspa-
per called Street Voice.”

Smith had been doing work
with the Central Johannesburg
Partnership, a non-govern-
mental organisation which has
a homeless people project:
"They agreed to offer us office
space and the hardware we
needed.”

There was some debate
about the name. "There were
suggestions like 'Cry of the
Destitute’ and "Suffering of the
Forgotten.” But we didn't want
to come forward as people
begging for sympathy," Smith
says. "We want to show the
broad societly Lhat we are hu-
man and that we have [eelings
and we are only here because
of social pressure. We were

giving the homeless an
opportunity to speak. Lo talk
out to society.”

That view is echoed by
Plaaitjes. standing outside his
"home.” a roofless shelter
made of thrown-away plywood.
clinging tenaciously to a
windswept pavement. He has
been there since 1992,

“Trough this newspaper ev-
erything is possible. We took a
chance and now we see it
working.” he says. Plaaitjes
wrote a poem in Afrikaans for
the paper. "I never wrote any-
thing before.” he says. "It took
me just a minute. It just came
up in my mind. [ was sitting
right here with the people
when | wrote it." |

A soldier in the South West
African Defence Force, he left
Namibia after independence
and found work in an armed
security company. "Circum-
stances turned dgainst me and
I lost that job." he says. "Since
that time [I've turned to
Rastafarianism so | can't work
with ﬂmm."

Plaaitjes points to a card-
board box: "That's a bed. that's
a blanket."

Consensus — the Main Casualty

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

emerged at General Zia's in-
stance. True (o his words and
deeds he had by now
successfully created inroads in
some big parties and had some
of their stalwarts defect to his
side. Significantly he looked
for some docile elements and
in the process of enrollment,
men like Shah Aziz, Abdul Alim
got berth despite their
ignominious role during the
war of liberation. Such
controversial induction of anti-

' liberation elements along with

entry permission granted to
Golam Azam, certainly defiled.
lo an extent., Zia's own image

as t {freedom fighier.
e lunny process of disin-

tegration of political parties
and ultimate emergence ol
new parties started from Ziaur
Rahman. Even today that pro-
cess continues. After Zia's
death in 1981 Ershad stepped
in his shoes. Now it was pri-
marily BNP that suffered the
major onslaught. To be around
the power centre has been a
mosL - favourite pastime in
Bangladesh. The self-seekers
would not miss their chances
in seeking slots in the new
administration of General
Ershad. At the fag end of
Ershad's autocratic rule and
when the fall of the General
was imminent some of these
season birds parted away.
Majority of the top leadership
of Ershad's Jatiya Party how-
ever hang on. They are now
busy consolidating their posi-
tion although they are visibly
divided into two factions — one

e RS—— = — T
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YelL [amilies need the ser-
vices of maid and male ser-
vants. But employing someone
nameless in house makes
most guardians feel uncom-
fortable and uneasy. They have
all those episodes of upstairs
and downstairs filed at the
back of their heads, to remind
the complexities of living in
present-day time. Therefore,
the changed situation deserves

of employment rules.
Like the Home-Help Business
of millions in other countries,
young enirepreneurs must
open up service-oriented busi-
ness to offer domestics to do
the household works and make
available a voice on the other
side of the telephome to hire
and fire them.
Col Mirza Shafi (Rid)

led by Mizan Chowdhury and
the other by Shamsul Huda
Chowdhury. The latter break-
away faction accuses the
former of undemocratic activi-
ties within the party.

Likewise, Dr Kamal Hossain
seemed to have been affected
by the 'undemocratic prac-
tices’ within the top leader-
ship of Awami League. The
unceremonious expulsion of
Awami Jubo League President
Mustafa Mohsin Mantu from
the Party gave Dr Hossain the

maiden handy pretext to sever
himself from AL.

The knowledgeable sources
would wvouch that there had
been some embarrassing tan-
gles within the party high-ups.
But such discord would not be
that difficult for a person of Dr
Kamal Hossain's stature to
overcome. Instead, he seemed
lo have given up timidly. Still
then, it is very hard to believe
that he did not have enough
materials to defend his fort.

From the passing events il
transpired that Dr Kamal
Hossain was not well at ease
with his colleagues in the Party
Presidium. Added to this, he
had distanced himself from his
own party remaining totally di-
tached. He did not intend to
exert himself. His frequent ab-
sence from the policy meet-
ings bore testimony to his
disinterestedness.

Gano Forum — Dr Kamal
liossain's brain child was

Water supply

Sir, The population pres-
sure especially in the cities has
increased tremendously in the
last few years. This increasing
population is contributing to
various city problems ranging
from that of accommodation to
civic amenities. One of the
major problems is the inade-
guate supply of safe and clean
water. The main source of
supply in the cities is under-
ground water. But due to con-
tinuous lifting and ecological

. factors the water table is going

down day by day. Many deep
tubewells are failing to lifi
requisite amount of water ev
ery day.

I think that time has come
for us to go for exploring al-
ternative water sources to en-

floated with all the drum-
beating needed to attract at-
tention. The initial spate of en-
thusiasm was, reasonably en-
couraging but the ultimate re-
sponse came from some feud-
ing and disgruntled members
of CPB. This party recently
tried to settle its own disputes
in the house but eventually
broke into pieces. Saifuddin
Manik joined Gono Forum with
his followings. The lone JSD
member of Parliament Sha-
hjahan Siraj also shook hands.

On the other hand, two MPs of
CPB very recently severed
their connection with Gano
Forum and formally joined

Awami League. Nurul Islam

Nahid, general secretary of one
faction of CPB did the
matchmaking.

Dr Kamal Hossain's bid to
float a forum of the ‘like
minded' democratic forces
came, apparently, in the wake
of his reglisation that Awami
League was not democratically
functioning. He alluded to
Mostafa Mohsin Mantu's ex-
pulsion from the party unilat-
erally as an instance. Mantu
was reportedly expelled with-
out being given an opportunity
to explain himself. But there
were stories to the contrary.

He was called by the party high
command to clarify his posi-
tion. Mantu was reported to
have ignored the party dirkc-

tives and thus had himself

sure smooth and uninter-
rupted supply the cities. It is
not known how far would it be
feasible in the context of our
country but the recycling sys-
tem and purifying methods for
water from river and pond
sources may be tested. And ur-
gent steps should be taken to
re-excavate the city canals and

ponds.

ensure the supply of pure and
clean drinking water, the pre-
sent installations and supply
lines should be cheeked,
cleaned and renovated where
necessary. At present the city
dwellers are falling prey to wa-
lerborne diseases even by us-
ing tap-water!

M Zahidul Haque
Assitt Prof. BAI, Dhaka

Meanwhile, in order to l

ousied. Similarly, Dr Kamal
Hossain too was asked to clar-
ifv his statement on the fair-
ness of the election at Mirpur
constituency. He eulogized
while the party condemned
massive rigging there.

The ceremonial installation
of 'Gano Forum' saw enthusias-
tic people, mostly political
dark horses thronging around.
The country witnessed similar
wed-locking many times in the
past and none survived the test
of time. Dr Hossain's 'Gano
Forum’' did. however, stir quite
a commotion amongst the po-
litical non-entities and desti-
tutes. It came off at such a
time when CPB was passing
through a crucial phase of its
organisation subseguent to the
disintegration of its political
mentor that is USSR. At the
same time, other left leaning
parties and NAP (Muzaffar)
were deeply engrossed with
problems of leadership.

Between the time at least
one MP from Dinajpur publicly
pronounced his allegiance to
‘Shahid Zia's ideals’' in a BNP-
sponsored meeting where
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
was the main speaker. Thus, it
may be seen that the af-
forestated tangles in the lead-
ership of the smaller parties
opened up the floodgate to
their leaders and workers
shifting to other big parties en
bloc. Such deserting of one
party and embracing the other,
which only yesterday they used
lo castigate ruthlessly, has
been a funny gamble in the
sub-continent for long.
Unfortunately, the receiving
end becomes utterly infatuated
because the deserters from
one party are taken as friends'.

Dr Kamal Hossain's Gano
Forum has been a veritable
coniglomerate of deserters
from other parties and some
men from different profes-
sions. In the last but maiden
council meeting of GF it could
not name a national committee
because the ad hoc leadership
and their individual followings
could not for a moment forget
their original orientation. Clash
of diverse ideas and opinions
gave their conclusive proofs.

It may sound unkind but it
is true that some of Dr Kamal
Hossain's Forum-mates are
very known self-seekers. In
the recent past some of then
made strong lobbies with
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
and BNP leadership to have

and collapse of the Warsaw
power bloc, the East-West cold
war has also come to an end.
opening new vistas for the cre-
ation of a new world order. re-
alignment of relationship be-
tween states and more com-
prehensive North-South equa-
tion. In this changed scenario.
NAM. with its original metto
and programme of action. is a
total misfit. the change in

strategy. Keeping in view this
change in scenario of post
cold-war world. President

Mubarak rightly reminded
NAM members that the world
had resorted to the new type
of economic ceoperation be-
tween North and South and "as
developing countries we have
to deal with this reality in such
a way as to achieve balance be-
tween the interests of ad-
vanced and developing coun-
tries.” Now the big question is:
in this changed condition. can
we still stick to a "non-aligned
movement™ ? Has it not be-
come a misnemer and an
anachronism in itself in the
post-cold war world 7 Will it
not be simply ridiculous to go
out in a warm suit under the
burning sun of a hot tropical
summer ? So. a radical change
is needed in conformity with
the needs of the new world.
NAM has practically lost all its
‘relevance” in the present con-
text of things So there is no
use in whipping up a dead
horse. Better give it a decent
burial, "lock. stock and barrel”,
as the saying goes. The univer-

sal truth is . "An empty sack
cann 1 stared upright © It lies
there L.

Fhe qerder is a0 revireed [IN
oo foe el

There are people every-

where cooking. washing. load-
ing up on warmth from a pale
winter sun in antici of
another icy night. “"We under-
stand Lhat it's not mice for a
city Lo look like this," he says.
‘But  where must the people
go7 They can’t go to heaven
because they are not dead yet.”

A job is all Michael Md-

- lalose, 29, is asking for. A tall

well-built man from Osizweni
in Natal, he hates having to
beg. "1 believe in supporting
myself." he says.

'l am too young to be going
to the churches every morning
to look for food." he says. "A lot
of us know about painting,

about doing things. | need a job
— that is the way to help us.”

Mdlalose's eyes darken as
he talks aboul his determina-
tion to resist crime's strong
pull. "1 can't just go and rob
someone.” he says. "It people
are hungry and staying in the
streel, you can’'t prevent
crime. This -selling
just helps me put something in
my stomach. It is the only
thing keeping me from crime."

JOHN PERLMAN is on the
siaff of The Star’ in Johannes-
burg. ®

ministerial berth as precondi-
tion to joining the party. BNP
leadership measured their pull
and eventually discarded them.

The emergence of Gano

Forum and its membership has
not been in any way different
[rom scores of other smaller
political parties taking birth in
consequence of leadership
discord in the parties to which
they originally belonged. There
was however, one distinctive
feature that could call for our
attention. Although not fairly
explained the idea of
‘mainstream politics’ appeared
somehow innovative.
According to the sponsors of
Gano Forum the objective of
‘mainstream politics' would be
to arrive at a consensus on
matters of absolute national
importance. '

" Paradoxically the Ganeo
Forum leaders could not them-
selves arrive at a 'consensus'
on the formation of a national
committee during their last
but maiden and much publi-
cized grand council. |

Dr Hossain, however, was
not concerned with the migra-
tion of some of his forum men.
He appeared to have been in
the middle of the road
himself as a ‘messiah’ to heal
the ills. In this, he expressed
himself in tune with the
in power, who, without giving
in to the opposition demand
for a caretaker government
considered JS as the best
place for mooting out national
issues like this.

In fact, the issue of a
‘caretaker government' during
national elections has given a
fresh booster to GF activities.
Initially, subsequent to its
council session In late
September, 1993, Gano Forum
was vocal against terror-
ism and asked for a rational
consensus to tackle it effec-
tively. And now they are giving
priority to the issue that has
created a big gap between the
BNP Government and the
whole oppesition combined.

Dr Kamal Hossain and some
of his senior colleagues in the

Forum are making the selfl-
same recommendation, that of
Begum Khaleda Zia. asking the
opposition in particular to set-
tle such issue within the four
walls of the Jatiya Sangsad.
Concurrently, they seem to
have been discounting the de-
mand of the opposition. They
would rather have the Election
Commission revitalised and
made more effective with
greater authority. This is again
a replication of BNF's propos-
Ak



