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ALWC meets
today

An emergency meeting of
the Awam{ League Working
Committee will be held today
at 29, Mintu Road at 10:00 am.

Awami League President
and Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina will preside
over the meeting, reports

UNB.
From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, June 27:
Four students of the Chit-
tagong University have been
arresied today by the Kotwali
police from the city. Police
said they were arrested In
connection with cases filed

against them with Kotwall and
Hathazari thanas.

ECOSOC session
begins in NY

The high-level segment of
the ECOSOC substantive ses
sion began in New York yes-
terday. The meeting was ex
pected Lo focus its discussions
on the UN Secretary General's
report on '‘An Agenda for De-

nt', said an official

handout in Dhaka vesterday
reports UNB.
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The major opposition par-
ties in Parliament yesterday
announced their mych-talked-
about formula for a caretaker
government to hold general
elections and urged the people

( to join a 'mass campaign to

make it a part of the Constitu-
tion.’

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina an-

nounced the six-point frame- -

work at a crowded press con-
ference at the Sangsad Bha-
ban. :

Jatiya Party leader Moudud
Ahmed, Jamaat's Matiur Rah-
man Nizami, Ganatantri Party's
Suranjit Sengupta and NDP's
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury

. also spoke on the occasion.

Mote than two dozen Opposi-
tion MPs were present.

ASHAR 14 1401 BS

By Staff Correspondent

Rashed Khan Menon of the
Workers' Party. the Islami
Oikkya Jote's Maulana Obaidul
Huq and Gana Forum's Shahja-
han Siraj and Shamshuddoha
were not present at the press
conference held at 9:30 pm.

The six-point outline says:

*The prime minister will
resign immediately after the
President dissolves Parliament
for the general elections.

*The President will appoint
a prime miinister on the advice
of the parties in Parliament
and now campaigning for the
caretaker government, to head
and run the interim govern-
ment. The interim prime min-
ister will act as the executive
head of the government as per
Article 55 of the Constitution.

*The interim prime minis-
ter will constitute a cabinet

‘cal
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| Opposmon formula for
caretaker govt

comprising those persons who
are not members of any politi-

the election. The
prime minister will not partjc-
ipate in the election.

*The role of the interim
government will be to ensure
free and fair elections and to
discharge emergency state du-
ties.

*The general elections
must be held within 80 days
after the dissolution of Parlia-
ment. -

*The interim government
will automatically be dissolved

immediately after the Presi-

dent appoints the new prime
miinister as per Article 56 (3)
of the Constitution.
The opposition parties also
saild that necessary steps
See Page 12 Col ]
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won't help
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resolve crisis

By Staff Correspondent

Some smaller parties in
Parliament believe the main-
stream Opposition-sponsored
outlines for a caretaker gov-
ernment would not help re-.
'solve the country’s present po-
litical impasse. .
* Leaders of these parties,
although vocal about the need
for working out a legal formula
for holding general elections
in a free and fair political at-
mosphere, also feel that the
outlines announced yesterday
would contribute little to en-
suring free and fair polling.

Shamsuddoha, an MP of the
Gano Forum (GF). while giving
his reactions to the proposed
outlines, told The Daily Star

last night that it was not a
document of the entire

‘See Page 13 Col 4

Barapukuria coal project a milestone: PM

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday switched
on the boring shafts of the Tk
887.36 crore Barapukuria Coal
Mine Project, thus ushering a
new chapter in the exploita-
tion of the country's mineral
resources.

Excavation of coal from the
site, 32 miles from Dinajpur
town, is expected to begin
within three years. although
digging and development of
the 5.25 square kilometre
ming deposit will continue for
at least six years.

rly 3300 tonnes of coal
will be extracted daily and al-

Boring shaft switched on

for 70 years from an estimated
reserve of 300 million metric
tonnes.

"This mine is a milestone in

-our effort to attain self-suffi-

clency in the sector
and will have t im-
pact on our development,” Be-
gum Zia said while addressing

huge crowd near the mining
site at Chauhali village in Bara-

pukuria.
Continuing, the Prime Min-

ister said, "We do not have un--

limited stock of natural gas. So
we hav® to find out newer
sources of energy before the

m stock of gas is ex-

"For this reason, we are
striving hard to achieve our
long-term goal of economic
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eda Zia formally inaugurated

the Barapukuria coal mine development project at

Parbatipur in Dinajpur district yeater}day

— PI1D photo

Sleepy village

comes to life

By Staff Correspondent

Once a sleepy village, Chau-
hali under Parbatipur thana of
Dinajpur district is now
vibrating with excitement and
activity.

Almost the entire village
and people from the neigh-
bouring region turned up to
witness the switching on of
the drilling shaft at the
Barapukuria mining project by
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia yesterday afternoon.

Rahmat Ali, 42, a school
teacher, said the local people
were really fortunate that coal
has been discovered in their
village. "A lot of our folks are
going to get employment,” he
said.

was all smiles while talking to
journalists about the coal-field.
He asked if his three sons
would get to work in the min-
ing work. He was happy when
he was reassured by a
Petrobangla official that at least
five thousand people would
get employment in the
Barapukuria project.

The farmers of Parbatipur
thana are some of the luckiest
people., Their croplands yield
both paddy and wheat and the
area is agriculturally prosper-
ous, like most areas -of
Dinajpur, which is one of the
major rice bowls of the coun-
try.

But they are doubly lucky
that beneath their farmlands,
spread over 5.24 square kilo-
meters, they have huge de-

See Page 12 Col 1

Nawab 'Miah, 50, a farmer,
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The Ghatak Dalal Nlrmul Cummlttéﬂ brought uut a prmessmn in the mty yestﬂrday

mourning the dauth of Jahanara Imam.

Jahanara Imam's

death condoled

By Staff Correspondent-

Different political and so-
cio-cultural organisations yes-
terday condoled the death of
Nirmul Committee chief Jaha-
nara Imam.

They also recalled her con-
tribution in rekindling the
spirit of war of liberation

Editorial on Page 4

among the vounger generation
and finitiating an agitation
against the collaborators of oc-
cupation forces in 1971.
Bangladésh Awami League
expressed deep shock at the
death of Jahanara Imam and

Body arrives
~on July 4

By Staff Correspondent
The mortal remains of
Jahanara Imam is likely to be

flown back to Dhaka on July 4
from the United States and

"she will be buried the next

day. according to relatives and
her colleagues.

Syed Hasan Imam and
Shahriar Kabir. two leaders of
the Nirmul Commrttee, have

left for Detroit city in Michigan

to bring back her bedy. they
said. ,

Acting Mayor of Dhaka
Kamal Chowdhury is likely to
receive the body at Zia
International Airport.

Jahanara Imam passed away

See Page 12 Col 6

conveyed its heartfelt sympa-
thy to the members of be-

reaved family.

The Executive Committee
of the party af an emergency
meeting yesterday with Leader

" of the Opposition in Parlia-

ment and president of the AL
Sheikh Hasina in the chair
condoled the death and ob-
served one minute silence in
honour of the departed soul.
Gano Forum- President Dr
Kamal Hossain said in a mes-
sage that the uncompromising
leadership of Jahanara Imam

See Page 12 Col 4
Supporters of

June 30 hartal
attack Nirmul

procession

By Staff Correspondent

Activists supporting June
30 hartal attacked a proces-
sion of the Ghatak Dalal'Nirmul
Committee near the Topkhana
Road crossing yesterday
evening.

Witnesses said, activisis of
an Islamic group calling itself
Olamaye Keram and Pir
Mashayek also harassed and at-
tacked press photographers
and police. No one was how-
ever. seriously injured.

The Nirmul Commitiee ear-

See Page 12 Col 3

"~ SAARC finance minis

ters meet Julz

Poverty alleviation main issue

The first-ever meeting of
the SAARC finance ministers.
to be held in Dhaka next
month, is expected to focus on
poverty alleviation In the re
gion

The two-day SAARC Confe-
rence of the Finance Ministers
heginning on July 10 will be
inaugurated by SAARC Chair-

rson Prime Minister Begum

haleda Zia at the Interna
tional Conference Centre

Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman will preside over the
business sessions and other
deliberations during the meet
which will be participated by
the finance or planning minis
ter of the seven-nation re

gonal lorum

Sources confirmed that
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By M Anwarul Haq

Indian Finance Minister Man
mohan Singh and Pakistan s
Advisor to the PM on Finance
VA Jaffery will be arriving in
the capital on July 9

The participation of the fi-
nance or planning ministers of
Nepal S Lanka. Maldives and
Bhutan has also been tenta
tively confirmed. |

Manmohan Singh is ligely
to stay behind for two re
days after the conference for
bilateral discussions with his
Bangladeshi counterpart and
other senior officials

The Indian Finance Wi
nister was earlier scheduled to
visit Bangladesh late last year
at the invitation of Saifur
Rahman who visited Delhi in
1992

Besides, matters of bilateral
interest. Singh afd Rahman
are expecied to discuss the
trade imbalance heavily tilted

in India s favour

Al the SAARC finance min
isters meet. member states
will present country papers on
different aspects of poverty al-
leviation touching on both the
problems they are facing dll‘l
the progress they have made

The minisiers are sched
uled to visit a number of po
verty alleviation projects run
by Bangladeshi NGOs. includ-
ing those of BRAC and the
Grameen Bank

The SAARC ministers will
also discuss the progress made
regarding different aspects of
the South Asjan Preferential
Trade Agreement (SAFPTA).

Although discussions of
SAPTA are nol expected tou
dominate the official agenda,
the participating ministers are
sure 1o compare notes of
progress made in different
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BNP, AL joined hands

with Jamaat: GF

Gano Forum leader Dr
Kamal Hossain yesterday heid
the ruling BNP and Opposition
Awami League responsible for
creating the present political
crisis by sheltering the anty
itheration forces. reports [INB

“Both the BNP and Awami
League have joined hands with
the anti Wberation forces for
the sake of power Dr Kamal
told a party meeting in front of
the Jativa Press Club.

The Gano Forum president
alleged that the BNFP had an
enienie with the Jamaal o
siay in power and Lhe Awanu
League had made an alliance
with the Jamaat to capture the
state power.

The Jamaat will take advan
tages from both the sides to
consolidate its strength and

make a strong platform in the

country, Dr Kamal rernarked.
But he cautiened that there is
no place for the anti liberation
forces in this soil and the peo
ple will resist them any how "~

He said the top leaders of
the two parties should hold a
Malogue to discuss how to
solve the problem of the care-
taker government! issue or how
o give more power to the
Election Commission for en-
suring free and fair elections

Dr Kamal sald they were ig-
nortnig ithe people s demands
and were ijalking outlside
Parliament allnough the peo
ple had given their mandate to
find solution to problems in
side the House

He alleged hat some vesied
quaners. Lo fulfll thelr heinous
designs. are hatching conspir

Ser Page 12 Col 2

Carrying of arms,
lathis banned

Dhaka Metropelitan Police
banned carrying firearms. ex
plosives, knives. lathis and
other harmful materials from
today until further orders in
the entire capital city as two
rival camps headed for a
showdown on June 30, reports
LINB.

Licensed weapons will also
come under the prohibition,
satd DMP Commissioner A N

Hussain in an order issued last

night

“The ban has been imposed
in the wake of a trend of bear
ing harmful materials by ac-
tivists and supporters of some
organisations " Such trend
generated tension and panic
among the city dwellers. the
police order said

Authorities apprehended
further deterioration of law
and order and peace as‘the or
ganisations have called for
half day and dawn to-dusk har-
tal on June 30

Akhtaruzzaman's
application
deferred

. Consideration of an applica
tion. filed in February this year
by Alhaj Akhtaruzzaman Chow-
dhury Babu. an Awami League
member of Parliament from
Chittagong. to obtain leave of
the House for his long absence
was deferred further hy the
Jatiya Sangsad last night,
reports BSS.

The member was absent for
71 sittings from June 13,
1993 (last year's budget ses-
sion) till the end of this year's
winter session on March 7
Since the opposition members
were not present during the
May session this year, the issue
was deferred by the Speaker

The matter was again de-
ferred at the request made by
the Chief Whip. Khondkar
Delwar Hossain. with the same
plea that the fellow opposition
members were absent when

See Page 12 Col 2

Fresh laws to protect
consumers Soon

By Special Correspondent

The government has taken
a move to enact appropriate
laws to protect interest of the
CONSUMmers

According 1to official
sources. a meeting held at the
Minisiry of Commerce last
week discussed formulation of
the proposed law titled Con-
sumers Protection Act. The
meeting. chaired by Com
merce Minister M Shamsul Is-
lam, was attended by high offi-
clals of the ministry and Trad-
ing Corporation of Bangladesh
TCB) representatives of lea-
ding chambers of commerce
and industry and Consumers
Association of Bangladesh
(CAB)

This was the first meeting
organised by the ministry on
such an issue. The partici
pants in the meeting appreci-
ated the move and stressed

the need for creating aware-
ness about the necessity of the
law and its enforcement.

The meeting decided that
seminars on this issue will be
organised in Dhaka and Chit-
tagong under the joint spon-
sorship of the government,
leading chambers and the
CAB. Representatives from
various strata of the society
will be invited to the seminars
where details of the proposed
law will be discussed.

The ministry will prepare a
framework of the act on the
basis of existing laws on the is-
sue in other countries. The
framework will be presented
at the seminars to facilitate
discussions.

The government will then
form a committee to prepare a
draflt of the act seeking to

See Page 12 Col 7

LDF programme to resist
communal forces

By Staff Correspondent

The Left Democratic Front
(LDF) vesterday announced a
fortnight Ifmg programme,
beginning "July 1. to resist
lundamentalist and communal
forces. /

Announcing {he programme
at a rally in front of the GPO in
the city. the LDF coordinator
Nirmal Sen called upon all
pro-Liberation, democratic
progressive parties, including
the Awami League Gano
Forum. Ganatantri Party, NAP
and Ganatantric Biplobi Jote 1o
extend support to  their pro
gramme.

During the fortnight, Sen
said. rallies. demonstrations
and processions would be or-
ganised all over the country

A declaration, adopted by
the rally, observed that “the

defeated forces in the
Liberation War had started
creating a war-lke situation at
a time when the whole nation
was getting united on the de
mand for trial of war crimi-
hals. "

The declaration reiterated
the demand for trials of "war
criminals including the Jamaat
chief Golam Azam."

The declaration also de
manded a ban on communal
politices and activities of the
jatwabagz. amendments to Lthe
electoral laws o Iree the
elections fromm the influence ol
black money. steps to reform
the Election Commission and
general elections under a care
taker government

Chaired by Nirmal Sen. the

See Page 12 Col 7
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oup E : reland vs Norway 22:30 (BST)
Group B : Russia vs Cameroon 02:00 (BST)
# Group E match between Raly and Mexico
at 22.30 and Group B mafch between Brazil
and Sweden at 02:00 will not be lelecast live

DMC closed
sine die
By DMCH Correspondent

The Dhaka Medical College
was closed sine die yesterday
following Sunday’s violence in
and around the campus.

The authorities also asked
all residential students to va-
cate their halls b}' 5 pm_ yes-
terday.

However, many students
defying the order stayed in the
halls and brought out proces-
sions last night demanding
resignation of the College-
Principal, Dr Zahurul Mawla
Chawdhury.

On Sunday, the students
staged a violeht protesf on
hearing the death news of a
fellow student, Tanveer Ahmed
Ferdous, who died in a road
accident in Sylhet the same
day.

When the students were
damaging vehicles in the
streets yesterday a_ group of
people attacked them and po-
lice in a bid to disperse them
were also locked in clash.

Tanveer's body reached
Dhaka yesterday morning. Two
namaj-e-janaza were held, one
in the medical college
premises and the other In a
mosque near the residence of
the deceased at Rampura. He
was buried at Mirpur grave-

yard.
Next informal
talks on

CHT July 4

From Staff Cnrreaponde:it

CHITTAGONG, June 27:
The parliamentary sub-com-
mittee on the hill tract affairs
will hold a second round of in-
formal talks with the leaders of
the Shantibahini on July 4 at
Dudukchhari border village
uinder Panchhari thana of
Khagrachhari district.

According to a highly
placed source, the dialogue
aims at pavipg the way for the
next round of formal talks be-
tween the parliamentary
committee headed by the
Communications Minister Ol

MATCHES ON

~Ahmed and the Shantibahini

leaders.

THe sub-committee com-
prises Rashed Khan Menon,
Kalparangan Chakma, Mos-
tague Ahfned and Md Shah-
jahan.

The Shantibahini side will
be led by Shanto Larma. presi-
dent of Parbattya Chattagram
Jana Sanghati Samity (PCJSS)

Sec 144 imposed
on Narsingdi
town

NARSINGDIL, June 27: Sec-
tion 44 was impesed in the
town tixday to avert a possible
clash between fundamentalists
and freedom fighters as the
two groups had called meet-
ings at the same venue and at
the same time, reports UNB,

Jamaat e Islami, Muslim
League, Freedom Party, Ne-
rami-Istant and Islami Shant
Andalon had convened a joint
mecting 4l Bagr Square area in
the town demanding that
Taslima Nasreen and Dr
Ahmed Sharif be hanged for
blasphemy

Distiict wnit ol the Bang-
ladesh Muktijoddha Sangsad
had called a counter meeting

See Page 12 Col 8



