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SAN JOSE, June 24: Brazil
saild on Thursday the shock
demise of Colombia at 'he
World Cup had served as a
warning that reputations count

for nothing in soccer. reports
Reuter

"What happened O
Colombia is withaut doubt a

lesson for us.” said Brazilian
striker Romario the day after
Colombia, ane of the pre-tour
nament favourites, lost 2-1 to
the United States. leaving
team dependent on a mathe
matical miracle to reach the
second round

"When you get on to the
pitch. everyone is equal. There
aren't any stupid teams any
more.” said Romario, adding”:
"Colombia were a tremendous
disappointment.”

Brazil coach Carlos Alberto
Parreira was also wary of his
team being widely tipped to
win the competition.

"We have been favourites for
the last five competitions and
look where that has got us.” he
said. Brazil last won the World
Cup in 1970s. "We have to for
get about this business of being
favourites.”

Brazil, who beat Russia 2-0
in their opening World Cup

match on Monday, face
Cameroon on Friday in a Group
B game.

On Thursday, around 3,000
drum-beating, flag-waving fans
packed a stand at Santa Clara
University simply to watch
their idols practice free kicks
in a routine training session.

Colombia in

state of
mourning

BOGOTA. June 24: Deserted
streets and disconsolate head-
lines mourned Colombia's
World Cup disaster on
Thursday while police stood
guard outside players’ homes
after the team received death
threats, reports Reuter.

Millions of fans had looked
forward to a night of celebra-
tions to erase the team's
nightmare 3-1 defeat by
Romanian in ftheir opening
match but the United States
shattered the hopes with a
surprise 2-1 win on
Wednesday.

streets throughout the
) weré deserted after
the game and in Bogota only a
handful of fans drove around
honking their car horns in dis-
appointment.

Newspapers expressed the
nation's sense of shock at the
defeat with angst -laden head-
__links.

"Colombia. what pain.what
grief.” read one.

"Colomhia's dream died in -

the United States," declared
another as commenta-
tors slammed the team, saying
there was nothing to justify the
poor showing.

“The World Cup — a total
failure for Colombia," said
- Hernan Palaez of the Caracol
Radio network from Pasadena,
California, where the game was
played.

The defeat effectively
dumped Colombia, one of the
pre-tournament favourites, out
of the competition. :

Bogota police said they
were taking no chances over
the death threats which forced
midfielder Gabriel Gomez out
of the team before Wed-
nesday's match even though
they could not say whether
they were a hoax or not.

Team coach Francisco
Maturana and Gomez were
both threatened by an
unidentified group in Medellin
who said they would bomb
family homes if Gomez played.

Gomez did not play and was
replaced by Herman Gaviria,
who plays for Atletico Nacional
in Medellin.

ROK, Asia's
role model?

HANOI, June 24: South
Korea's progress in the World
Cup has won ecstatic praise jn
Vietnam, where Prime Mi-
nister Vo Van Kiet described

" the team as "the pride of Asian
football,” reports Reuter.

"We Vietnamese should try
‘to imitate them.,” he was
guoted by the Lao Dong news-
paper received Friday.

South Korea has so far
drawn 2-2 with highly-fancied
Spain and 0-0 with Bolivia.
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" hotel, he is always
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s Daniele Massaro 1s stymied by Norwegian Erik Mykland during a Group E encounter
at New Jersey's Giants Stadium on June 23 Italy won 1-0 to earr: a new lease of life in the
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Bltter rivals battle anew

ORLANDO, June
24: Belgium and
the Netherlands,
+ given a fright by
. less-fancied op-
position in their
opening Group F matches,
battle for early assurance of a
second round World Cup place
on Saturday. reports Reuter.

Belgium scraped through 1-
0 against Morocco in Orlando
in their first game and the
Dutch came from behind to
grab a late 2-1 win over Saudi
Arabia in Washington.

It was a chastening experi-
ence for both, particularly the
Dutch who were caught cold by
a 19th minute Saudi strike be-
fore Wie Jonk hauled them
back with a goal after the in-
terval and substitute Gaston
Taument headed the winner
three minutes from the end.

"l feel we should thank
them for what they did." Dutch
striker Dennis Bergkamp said.
"They woke up up. We were
asleep in that game until the
secand half and | think it has
done ys some good."

Taument may well get his
chance on the right wing in
the starting line-up against

|

the Dutch to pose down the
wings and to shore up defi-
ciencies exposed by the lively
Moroccans in midfield.

Central defender Philippe
Albert. who missed the
Morocco match because of
suspension, looks sure to re-
turn and — for this clash at
least — the attack will almost
certainly be reduced f{rom
three strikers to two.

Luc Nilis is likely to stanc
down, leaving Sunday's goals
corer Marc Degryse and Croa-
tian-born Josip Weber, five-
goal here onr his Belgian debut
against Zambia earlier this
month, up front.

Apart from a goalless draw
in a 1987 f[riendly, Belgium
and the Netherlands have not
met since two World Cup
qualifiers in late 1985.

Each won one but the
Belgians went through to the
1986 final tourmament in
Mexico where they reached
the semifinals before falling to
eventual champions Argentina.

Duich coach Dick Advocaat
played down the rivalry be-
tween the two teams.

"It is not extra motivation to
us that it is Belgium and that it
is so long since we played
them.” he said. "You don't need
any motivation when you are
playing in the World Cup.

"They have a different style

from us. They play on the
counter-attack but we always

play full-out attack."

- (Brazil)

* Belgium will hope Weber
can exploit any holes in the
Dutch defence with his sharp
predatory instinct

Manager Van Himst — a fine
international marksman in his
day — said after the Saudi
match that Dutch veteran
Ronald Koeman was a very
good player but had been a lit-
tle slow getting back.

Belgium are the seeded
team in the group but Van
Himst mischievously told
Dutch journalists his side
would be the underdogs on
Saturday.

"Holland are going to play
Brazil in the final, as you've all
been saying. Of course we're
the underdogs.” he joked at
the team base in Daytona
Beach on Thursday.

PROBABLE TEAMS

BELGIUM: Michel Preud
Homme, 5-Rudi Smidts, 14-
Michel de Wolf, 4-Philippe
Albert, 13-Georges Grun, 6-
Lorenzo Staelens, 7-Franky van
Der Elst. 10-Enzo Scifo, 16~
Danny Boffin. 9-Marc Degryse,
17-Jo Weber.

NETHERLANDS: |-Ed de
Goey. 14-Ulrich van Gobbel, 4-
Ronald Koeman, 3-Frank
Rijkaard, 2-Frank de Boer. 17-
Gaston Taument, 8-Wim Jonk.
6-Jan Wouters, 11-Bryan Roy.

nald de Boex, 10-Dennis
Ber P-
Referee: Renato Marsiglia

Kick-off: 1635 GMT ¥

Belgium in preference to Marc
Overmars, the player he re-
placed in the second half last

Belgium team chief Paul
Van Himst envisages a change
in his formation to meet the
Campos:

pos.
ORLANDO, June
-~ 24: Jorge Cam-
"
iis.la
$| the fluorescent
number one jer-
sey, is more than
reports Reuter. _

He is a sometime striker,
the team's chief clown, the
known  player in the team
other than Hugo Sanchez. He
has twice played as a striker
more than 40 international
caps in goal.

But he is still regarded by
Cup finals as a cross between a
joke and an enigma. Opinions
are split: Is he a fine goal-
Charlton claims, or is he an
entertainer with little value to
his.team?

the first to
enjoy a game of pool or to at-
tragt the attention of female

At 'E?L*_th: former surfing
star from Acapulco is hoping
this World Cup will give him

Monday.
threat he knows hc can expect
pos, the man in
a gnal-kf:epf:r for Mexico,
fans' top pin-up and the best
for Mexico as well as winning
many observers at the World
keeper, as Ireland coach Jack
Within the Mexican squad S
ad
his. chance to move from

| Mexico to a professional club

in Europe.

But the problem for
Campos, who always wears gar-
_ish pink, yellow or green out-
fits, is that few clubs may trust
him not to make the kind of
crazy charges upfield which
have earned him his reputation
as a siriking-goalkeeper. !
His total earnings are said

Mexico's chaméleon

to be around one milion dol-
lars a year, including en-
dorsements and personal
sponsorship deals, but he
wants (o follow the Sanchez
route across the Atlantic.

He currently plays IT;T

. JORGE CAMPOS
Universidad Nacional
Autonoma De Mexico (UNAM),
known as the Pumas, for whom
he once played a full season as
a atrtker in 1991-92. - .

I love to score goals and |
luve to play in the attack.,” he
said. "It is what the game is
for.” '

For a goalkeeper, Campos is
small at only 1.75 metres but
he has a springy jump and
startling agility borne out of his
surfing 'days.’' Despite his
stature lie is Mexico's super-
star.

Campos said: "I see myself

- He has design

European club, it would be a

as an example to youth. I think
| have to be a role model for
those who look up to me. The
young people in Mexico are
our future.”

Among Mexicans, Campos is
known affectionately as 'El
Rayaso’ — the clown — because
of his multi-coloured jerseys.
ed 50 different
styles for the youth market in
Mexico City and they are his
trademark.

If he succeeds with Mexico
in Friday's Group E clash with
Ireland and achieves his even-
tual dream of a move to a big

wrench to leave his large fam-
ily — which includes three
brothers and four sisters — and
his home at Plan De Los
Amartes near Acapulco.

Many of the B0OO residents
of this coastal village are re-

portedly related to‘Campos by

blood or by marriage and his |

family owns a small ranch. His
father runs a construction ma-
terials trucking company and
paid for his son te attend a
private catholic school in
Acapulco.

"For now, | am concentrat-~
ing on this tournament and on
our game against [reland," he
said in time-honoured soccer-
speak,

With Campos, however,
there is always the smile and
the unarguable fact that this is
no ordinary player and cer-
tainly not one who honours

conventions on or off the 1

pitch.

of Nigeria

WELLESLEY. Mass, June 24
Who's afraid of Diego Mara-
dona?

Not Nigerias “"Super
Eagles,” who met two-time
world champion Argentina on
Saturday coming off a tri-
umphant 3-0 World Cup debut
against Bulgaria. reports AP

"Maradona is a respected
player.” said Nigeria's Dutch
coach Clemens Westerhof. "We
respect him, but we are not
afraid of him after the last
match. We respect Argentina,
but we are not afraid.”

Both teams won their open-
ing games and know they have
relatively weak opponents in
their last games, so the Group
D match could turn into a goal-
chasing clash of two powerful
forward lines,

Maradona, the Argentina
team captain back from drug
addiction and other contro-
versies, opened his fourth
World Cup with a brilliant goal
that added to three by Gabriel
Batistuta in a 4-0 romp over
Greece Tuesday.

But Maradona counselled
caution against Nigeria.

“We have to be very careful.
The Nigerians are extremely
fast, and we can’t give them a
millimetre of advantage on the
field.”

Nigerlan star Rashidi
Yekini., who scored a goal
against Bulgaria. will challenge
Maradona for the limelight.

“All our players are in high
spirits and raring to go.”
Nigerian team spokesman
Austin Mgbolu said.

With two games played in
four-team Group D. Argentina
leads Nigeria on goal differ-
ence. Both have three points.

But even with a plus inex-
perience and a resounding
start, there's a watchword for
Argentina, the 1978 and 1986
champions and 1990 runner-
sup: Remember Cameroon.

Argentine fullback Oscar
Ruggeri recalled playing in his
team's shocking 1-O0 opening
loss in the 1990 World Cup
against Nigeria's southern
neighbor. He urged h ~am-
mates to be cautious.

“That day we came into the
field full of confidence, and
look at what happened.”
Ruggeri said. “And don't forget
Nigeria plays in a similar style
as Cameroon.”

Argentina coach Alfio Basile
was trying to keep his players
focused.

"We've just won a battle, not

the war," he said of the game
against the weak Greeks.

Milla the
candid old pro

* SAN FRANCISCO, California,
June 24: Cameroon's most fa-

. mous player, Roger Milla, said

on Thursday that money was
never a reason to boycott
matches during a World Cup
campaign, reports AFP.
Cameroon's captain, Ste-
phen Tataw, had earlier called
off any possibility of a strike, a
day after goalkeeper .'oseph-
Antoine had raised such fears.
Milla. eager to become the
oldest player to play in a World
Cup. was delighted worries
over non-payment of bonuses
had been out aside before their
match against Brazil here to-

day. (

Milla, attempting to beat
40-year-old Dino Znffs record
as the oldest Wnrid Cup player,
said: "Ther~ . problem that
has affectcd soccer in Came-
roon for a long time. The so-
ccer authorities will at some
time live to regret this. It is a
problem which affects the
players and the nation.

"But we are professionals
and money is never the reason
for us to play. It ‘s wne game
that is the reason. These

‘problems hurt the heart more

than anything else because we
feel as if we are not valued. But

‘this will not prevent us from

being in the stadium to dr:ﬁ:nd
Cameroon's flag.”

Milla. who in Italy four ytarn
ago, became the oldest player
to score at a World Cup finals,
has had financial problems
with the Cdmeroon Federation.
He was once appointed execu-
tive manager of the national
team. More than a year later,
he was still waiting for his first
pay slip and had to use his own
money to buy equipment and

cover travelling expenses for |

his players.

Foxboro awaits fireworks

. FOXBORO. Mas-

. sachusetts, June

(1 Semm| 24 Argentina's

| reborn ‘Hnﬂd Cup

| side look well

enough eguipped

o overcome the Cameroon

syndrome when they meet

Nigeria in a Group D match on

Saturday — a clash between the

champions of South America
and Africa, reports Reuter.

But they will need to show

the same craft and gulle as
they did in the 4-0 rout of
Greece on Tuesday to counter
the rapid thrusts of Nigeria's
pacy attack spearheaded by the
tall Ruhidi Yekini.

DIEGO MARADONA

Twice champions Argentina
have unhappy memories of
their last World Cup clash with

an African side when
Cameroon upset them 1-0 in
the opening match of the 1990
finals in Italy.

Coach Alfio Basile re-
minded that Nigeria's forwards
are In some ways similar to
Colombia's who ran rings
round his defence In a 5-0
qualifying rout last year, said
Argentina would not alter their
game

Basile said: "We won't put a

man on Yekini. I'm not going

to change. Every time peopie
mention the match against
Colombia | tell them that |
would play them the same way
again

But Argentina have made a
significant improvement since
the debacle in Buenos Aires
and also shrugged off the un-
popular defensive shackles of
the 1990 World Cup.

Their strikers Gabriel
Batistuta, hattrick scorer
against Greece, and Claudio
Caniggia — playing with a
pdnfﬁ. bruised toe — can
match. if not better Yekini and
fellow striker Finidi George for
speed and finishing.

Nigeria's Dutch
Clemens Westerhof
Yekini, who scored in the
Africans’ 3-0 victory over
Bulgaria in Dallas on
should have had thm'l‘uclday

“You have not seen the real
M-I'-nr-t. he said.

The key for Argentina lies
in midfield where Basile will
be looking for rising stars
Fernando Redondo and Diego
Simeone to found a solid base
and dictate the pace.

Redondo, who will be play-
ing his club football for Real
Madrid next season. said:
"Argentina have more options
in attack.”

snatched the Initia-
Bulgaria after the
had failed to capi-
talise on a dominant start.
Westerhof did not feel the
need to man-mark Bulgaria's
Barcelona star Hristo
Stoichkov, who he did not
consider so much of a
on the ball. But he will not give
Argentina's captain Diego
Maradona, at 33, still un-
matched as a ball player. the
same room.

Hinting that attacking mid-
flelder Augustine Okocha of
Eintracht Frnakfurt might be
given the man-to-man task,
Westerhof said: "You don't put
a woodpecker on Maradona,
you put A star on a star.”

coach
said

tive

Okocha, who is nursing a
minor knee injyry, said he was
not sure whe he:r he would
play. but that if he did
'Ilrll-.n'lrl also have to

me.
m—l_ play when I have

The Nigerians, in their first
finals believe they can win the
group. to stay in the Boston
area and play their second
round match at the Foxboro

Stadium. venue of Slturdly'l
match.

PROBABLE TEAMS
ARGENTINA: 12-Lusi islas,
4-Roberto Sensini. 13-

AUGUSTINE OKOCHA

Fernando Caceres, 6-Oscar
Ruggeri, 3-Jose Chamoti. 14-
Diego Simeone, 5-Fernando
Redondo, 10-Diego Maradona,
19-Abk]l Balbe, 7-Calaudio
Caniggia. 9 Gabriel Batistuta.

NIGERIA: | -Peter Rufai, 2-
Augustine Eguavoen, 3-Ben
Iroha, 5-Okechukwu Uche. 6
Chidi Nwanu, 10-Augustine
Okocha, 14-Daniel Amokachie.,
15-Sunday Oliseh, 11-
Emmanuel Amunike, 7-Findi
Geoge, 9-Rashidi Yekini.

Referee: Bo Karlson
(Sweden)

Kick-off: 2000 GMT.

Story o

BOSTON, Massa-
g chusetts, June
:‘; === | 24: This has been
' a year of unen-
i ding success for
Rashidi Yekini,
Africa’'s top striker who now
rates among the most dan-
gerous in European club foot-
ball, repdrts AFP.

His 21 goals made the
Nigerian leading scorer. in
Portugal, he hit eight of his
country's 17 goals in the World
Cup qualifiers and also top
scored as Nigeria won the
African Nations' Cup.

To cap it all, he signed for
Greek club Olympiakos before
the finals with a 100,000 dol-
lars a month salary.

Then,and Yekini hopes it
will to be his final word. he
scored Nigeria's opener and
made another in a 3-0 upset of
Bulgaria when they took their
World Cup bow this week in
Dallas. ;

Now the 29-year-old striker
faces probably the sternest test
of his career against Argentina
here on Saturday.

Team-mates nickname
Yekini the "Hulk" for his bull-

r

dozing style or the "Kaduna

Bull", after his town of origin
in northern Nigeria. He cer-
tainly cut an imposing figure at
6ft (1.83m) and just over 13
stone (1851b, 84kg).

"Of course | was happy to
score against Bulgaria but the
main thing was to get off to a

wifining start. Anyway my per-
formances depend greatly on
support from my team-mates,"
he said.

Yekini learnt his football as
a child by slipping away from

'RASHIDI YEKINI
his father's garage to kick

about in the dusty “streets.
After his father died he left
school at 14 to work in a
carpainting factory.

He has been top scorer for
every club he has played for
since his teenage years and a
permanent fixture in the
Nigerian side since the 1984
African Nations' Cup, scoring
30 goals in 47 internationals.

Last year he was voted
African player-of-the-year and
said: "That gave me great plea-
sure because it was the reward

Yekini's success

for a lot of hard work through-
out my career.”
His career really took off in

* 1990, when he signed for

Portuguese club Vitoria Setubal
from the lIvory Coast side
Africa Sport, of Abidjan.

His 89 league goals in three
and a half seasons in Portugal

inevitably led to interest from
other European clubs and he
was linked with nch sides
Lens and Monaco before opting
for a two-year deal with Ol-

people were sur-
pris-l:d by my choice but the of-
fer of 100,000 dollars a month
from the Greeks was an offer |
just could not refuse,” he said.

But he will never forget his
roots. "Nothing gives me more
pleasure than scoring for
Nigeria. | have had tiffs with
Setubal because of my desire to
play for my country,” said
Yekini, a strict Muslim.

Nigerja's coach, the Dut-
chman Clemens Westerhof,
said: "Players like Yekini do
not grow on trees. He's one of
a kind., has amazing goal in-
stinr:taand is a big man in ev-
ery way."

Eusebio is the only African-
born player to finish as top.
scorer at a World Cup, scoring
nine at the 1966 finals. Yekini
will never be in the same class
as the Portuguese forward but
the Golden Boot Award might

mthebeyondhjm =

Amencans discover soccer

DANA - POINT,
Calif, June 24:
{ After 78 years of
obscurity, soccer
| in the United
’ States was hot
Thurndajr reports AP.

All day long, the
kept ringing at the Dana Point
Resort. Television stations
wanted Tony and Tab, Alexi
and Cobi.

Wednesday night's 2- 1
upset of Colombia put US soc-
cer player's names in the
news, and possibly ensured the
World Cup will be a success.

“Maybe 10 years from now
"they're going to talk about
whether the US is going to Wwin
the ‘World Cup.” goalkeeper
Tony Meola said.

It might have been the most

important win in the history of
US soccer. The United States
won a World Cup game for the
first time since 1950 and is
almost certain to advance past
the opening round for, the first
time since 1930. About 2.7
million homes were tuned in
to the ESPN cable channel that
carried the game with English
language commentary, and

there may be a record US tele-

vision audience for soccer
when the Americans play
Romania on Sunday in their fi-

nal first-round game.

“We've seen people on, the
freeways with their windows
painted 'USA 2, Colombia 1.
things we've néver seen be-
fore,” defender Paul Caligiuri

said.

For so many years, they'd

been regarded as those guys
playing thalﬁ:-reggnnpun As

recently as May 7, a game

- against Estonia at Cal State-

Fullerton drew just 2,158,

But now, it's sort of like the
Olympic ice hockey team in
1980. US sports fans who
knew almost nothing about
soccer are starting to rally
around the flag. It may not be
as overwhelming as it was for
hockey, but it's starting to
happen.

“That was inspiring. what
they did. The Mike Eruziones,
the Jim Craigs. athletes who
normally don't get attention,”
Caligiuri said, recalling two
stars of the 1980 Olympic ice
hockey team. “I think that's
happening for ourselves, too.”

THE FRENCH HAVE PROBLEMS OF A
DIFFERENT KIND IN THEIR NEXT MATCH.
KUWAITS PRINCE FAHID MANAGES TO
PERSUADE THE REFEREE TO DISALLOW A

DISPLAYING A REFRESMINGLY ATTACK:
MINDED ATTITUDE . ITALY FIND THEMSEL VES
2-1 AMEBAD AT HALF-TIME. PAOLD ROSSI
TWACE MANKES CAMTAL OUT OF BRAJZIL'S

ARGENTINIAN STARLET MARADONA VENTS HIS
FRUSTRATION WITH A SPMYEFUL FOUL AND
DEPARTS THE TOURNAMENT IN DISGRACE. HIS

AL 4 T"""
7%

1 AS THE FIRST ROUND ENDS, DEFINITE FAVOURITES

HAVE EMERGED. BRAZIL, EXHIBITING THEIR SAMBA
’ SOCCER OF OLD, PROVE MUCH TOO GOOD FOR
IR THE SOVIET UNION AND GALLANT SCOTLAND.
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THE SPANISH FANS ARE ENJOYING THE
FOOTBALL FIESTA BUT ARE DISAPPOINTED IN
THE FORM OF THEIR OWN TEAM. IN A
MEMORABLE MATCH, UNFANCIED
NORTHERN IRELANC BEAT THEM 10




