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The Censors in Quandary

It is one of those universal realities of our so-
ciety that people do not find fit to discuss, not to
speak of deplore. The cinema houses have long
ceased to be the haunts of the truly cultured and
decent people. a place to go lovingly with one's
whole family. These have been reduced to places
catering very cheap and distasteful entertain-
ment. There are many factors responsible for
this. The biggest.of them is government policy —
specially the policy of condemning our people's
culture to the straitjacket of a hyperprotected
market at a time when all trade is being liberal-
ized. The plunge into the bottomless abyss has at
last reached a point that is hurting the govern-
ment. Censor-certified films are shown all over
the country with insertions of lewdest cuts from
blue films. The Censor Board has the other day
warned of punitive steps to stop this.

Cinema houses of the nation display their
motley and often weird fare to full house three
times a day, round the year. It is a safe guess that
cinema draws a million viewers every day or con-
servatively some three crore people frequent the
cinema over a whole year. This is by far the most
widespread exposure people willingly subfect
themselves to. far wider than political meetings
and other congregations. The significance of this
fact has never been lost on either the society or
the government. But their responses to that have
always been queer and at times regularly harmful.
The elders in the family as well as in the society
tried their most to taboo cinema going—the
height of it struck by Rabindranath himself in-
terdicting young Santidev Ghose not to ever in
his life have any track with films.

The government’'s response has from the be-
ginning been in the form of controlling the fare
to be shown. While the better part of the govern-
ment's cares centred on ensuring a healthful
condition of the show house, its preoccupation
with the guarding of the morals of the citizens
and their loyalty to state has always been subject
to serious questioning by the more thoughtful
among the nation’s advanced people.

The Film Censor Board is one of our govern-
mental appendages retained to keep the moving
pictures within a regimented bound. The censor
‘board—any censor board—has never helped film-
culture in even a very small way. But it has assidu-
ously been at thwarting any forward lunge, social,
artistic, philosophical or political, which, accord-
ing to Lenin, was cinema’'s main business and
worth.

The satellite television has made the censor
board guardianship of morals into a futile exer-
cise. The video-casette libraries are there to
augment the onslaught on the official ideal of
morals. And in a very backward third world coun-
try like ours it is rather a very economic and pro-
gressive step that domestic colour TV be used to
cater to crowds whatever the mob likes and how-
ever lewd they be.

Our people are not all sold out to bad taste. It is

only that they so little see something of ethics
and value come across angelic acts. Open the so-
ciety to all the good films of the world, fund all
the talents in the land to make meaningful films
— the tide will turn — it shall turn.

Message of Ashura

We are today saddened beyond measure by
reminiscing the Karbala tragedy. Ashura, the
tenth of Maharram in the lunar Islamic calendar,
sends us on an emotional pilgrimage — back to
fourteen hundred years ago on the banks of the
river Euphrates. There it was enacted: the tragic
martyrdom of Hazrat Imam Hussain(R), Ali As-
ghar, Sakina and some of his followers by Yazid's
forces. Literary lores including Mir Mosharraf
Hossain's epical portrayal of the tragedy have
added poignance to its historicity.

What we reap out of the commemoration of
this landmark event are not just pathos and tears
but a great natural reverence for the exemplary
sacrifice and dedication shown to a cause held so
dear. So very cruel was the way in which they
were done to death that it came to be eventually
bemoaned by the Shiates. |

It no doubt represented a pelitical watershed
in Islamic history, one of far-reaching conse-

quences at that; yet, it is the human appeal of the

tragedy that has proved to be of timeless valye.
While the empathy has been pronounced on such
an occasion among the Muslims recalling those
moments of pain and anguish suffered by the
progeny of Ali and Fatima, the spirit owing its
origin to that focal-point of a tested dedication to
a cause, may be of use in the contemporary world.

When it comes to the issue of humanity, di-
vides and conflicts cannot be stretched too far
without imperilling the very fabric upon which
the progress of human civilization hinges. So,
rather than emphasising discordance we have to
consciously work for harmony, peaceful reconcil-
iation and rational adjustment between differing
forces.

Yemen has turned out to be a flash-point of a
fratricidal war. The Middle East problem has
shown some signs of improvement more by virtue
of an intercession by the USA rather than because
the Arab countries in the region have put in any
combined efforts for the same. The tangle in
Bosnia-Herzegovina, following a genocide on the
Muslims by the Serbs in that area, would not have
been so intractable if the Muslim leaders, at the
beginning. had taken a unified stance on the is-
sue—globally. They need to repair the damages
wrought to their image by the persistent differ-
ences between particular countries within the Is-
lamic community and between factions in some
Muslim countries themselves. Selidarity for good
causes is the need of the hour. Better human un-
derstanding and harmonious existence of com-
munities are what a world religion has to work
for drawing from positive traditions in it.

Inherently, Ashura holds the message of
keeping at bay from any form of dehumanization
in human affairs.

.| sent

N the Tenth of Muharr-
am. 61 Anno Hegira, or

the tenth of October
68 Anno Domini, Hazrat
Imam Hussain (RA), the {llus-

trious grandson of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), was bles-
sed with the coveted Shahadat
on the historic battlefield of
Kerbala, and with him reached
the shore, from which no
traveller returns, all the male
members of his family, old and
young — with the solitary exce-
ption of a sickly child, whom
Zainab, Hazrat Hussain's sister,
saved from a cruel and heinous
MASSACTE

Death is inevitable for every
mortal on this clay of a cold
star. But the Shahadat of
Hazrat Imam Hussain was no
ordinary demise. Allama Iqgbal
rightly claims: "Although all
deaths are sweet for the
Momin, the Death of Ali's son
is unique, indeed. for it passes
beyond the death that is con-
tent with the grave.” The great
Shahadat of Kerbala. inspired
by the most divine love — love
for Allah — indeed showed su-
perhuman courage and convic-
tion and endurance. enabling
the beloved grandson of the
holy Prophet (PBUH) to over-
come s0 easily the well-nigh
insuperable forces of contem-
porary evil and untruth. [t is
this dying nobly in the cause of
Truth and Justice that confers
immortality on man, the im-
mortality which the great son
of Hazrat Ali (RA) won on the
banks of the Furat (Euphrates).

The name of Hazrat Imam
Hussain has passed into a le-
gend. His deeds are sung by
minstrels throughout the
length and breadth of the
Islamic World. He reigns
supreme in the hearts of thou-
sands and millions of persons,
both Muslims and nonm-
Muslims. He has need into his-
tory. he has become a name]

With the rise of Mu'awiyah,
the Oligarchical rule of the
heathen times displaced the
democratic rule of Islam.
Paganism, with all its atten-
dant depravity, revived and
vice and immorality followed
everywhere in the wake of
Ommayad governors and the
Syrian soldiery. The wealth

which he pitilessly exacted
from his subjects. he lavished
on his mercenaries, who in
turn helped him to repress
murmurings. Before his death,
Mu awiyah convened the chief
officers of his army and made
them take the oath of fealty to
his son Yezid, whom he had
designated as his successor to
the throne — a gross and
treacherous violation of the
terms of peace signed between
Mu awiyah and Hazrat Imam
Hassan, the elest son of
Hazrat Ali (RA).

On Mu'awiyah's death, Yezid
ascended the throne founded
by his father on fraud and
treachery. As cruel and treach-
erous as his father, Yezid how-
ever lacked the cunning capac-
ity of his father to clothe his
cruelties in the guise of policy.
An out and out sadist as he
was, he killed and tortured
just for the sake of pleasure.
Addicted to the grossest of
vices, his close companions
were the most abandoned of
both sexes. Imam Hussain., on
the other hand, had inherited
the chivalric nature and all the
virtues of his great and illustri-
ous father. He united In his
person the right of descent
from All (RA) with the holy
character of the grandson of
the Apostle of Allah (PBUH).

Greal as a patriot, greal as an
idealist, great as a devout
Muslim, great as a vallant war-
rior. great as a man of action, a
dreamer of dreams, he was a
man daring and adventurous,
reckless of consequences and
yet intensely practical, one
who embodied the hjghest
qualities that giants among
men might desire.

Hazrat Hussain never
deigned to acknowledge the ti-
tle of the tyrant Yezid, whose

The Great Shahadat

by Syed Ashraf Ali

And say not nfthosewhaareslaininﬂwwﬁyufwv“neyuredeuﬂ".
Nay. they are living, though ye perceive (it) not.

vices he despised, and whose
character he regarded with
abhorrence. Naturally there-
fore. when the Muslims of Kufa
besought his help to release
them from the curse and cru-
eity of Ommayad rule, he felt it
his duty to respond te the
Iranians’ appeal for deliver-
ance, and with the assurance
that the whole of Iraq was
ready to rise to the occasion to
hurl the despot from his
throne, he set out for Kufa
with his family. He traversed
the deserts of Arabia unmo-
lested, accompanied by his
brother Abbas. a few devoted
followers, and a timorous ret-
inue of women and children.
But as he approached the con-
fines of Iraq. he was alarmed
by the solitary and hostile face
of the country. Suspecting
treachery, he encamped his
small band at a place called

Kerbala near the western bank
of the Euphrates. The great

Imam's apprehensions of be-
trayal proved to be only too
true and he was overtaken by
an Ommayad army under the
command of the brutal and fe-
rocious Obaidullah, the
butcher.

For days their tents were
surrounded. The cowardly
hounds dared no come within
the reach of the sword of All's
son but they cut the victims off
from the waters of the
Euphrates. The sufferings of
the poor, entrapped band were
terrible and, as a last resource,
Imam Hussain besought the
cruel monsters nol to wage
war upon the helpless women
and children, but to kill him
and be done with it. But the
brutes knew no pity. He
pressed his friends to ensure
their safety by a timely fight
but none would desert their
beloved master. The sacrilege

— The Holy Quran

of warring against the grand-
son of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH) struck one of the en-
emy's chiefs with horrer and
he deserted with thirty fellow-
ers “"to claim the partnership
of inevitable death ”

The valour and indomitable
spirit of the Fatimides were
invincible and every single
combat and close fight was
readily won by them. But the
enemy s archers treac
picked them off from a safe
distance. One by one the de-
fenders fell, until at last there
remained but the grandson of
the Hely Prophet (PBUH).
Severely wounded and ;
he dragged himself to the
riverside for a last drink; they
turned him off with arrows. As
he returned to his tent he took
his infant child in his arms but
they transfixed him with a
dart. Alone and weary. he
seated himself at the door of
his tent. One of the women
handed him a cup of water to
assuage his burning thirst: as
he raised it to his lips he was
pierced in the mouth with a
dart, and his son and
were killed in his arms. He
lifted his hands to heaven —
they were full of blood — and
uttered a funeral prayer for the
living and the dead. Raising
himself for the last desperate
charge. the great fighter threw
himself among the Ommayad
brutes, who fell back on every
side. The beautiful lines from
the great poet Anis gives a
graphic description of the

sword and its strokes.
"And driven by hand alone

wherever it smashed

There out a gushing pool of
blood had splashed;

And changing a hundred
colours it flew;

And drinking blood. it vom-
iting rubies flashed "

~ But the loss of blood was too
much even for the indomitable
Hussain, and faint with the loss
of blood he sank to the ground.
The murderous cowards
rushed upon the dying hero

like vuitures: they trampiled on
the holy body and subjected it
to every ignominy they knew.
The poet Qu'ani has given a
dramatic expression to the
thoughts and feelings of the
admirers of Hazrat Hussain.

“What rains down? Blood!

Who? The Eye!

How? Day and Night!

Why? From grief!

What grief? The grief of the
Monarch of Kerbala!

Was he slain unthirsting?
No!

Did none give him to drink?
They did!

From what source? From
the source of Death!”

So ended the noble and
thrilling career of the great
Imam Hussain (RA). His last
days have made him immeortal.
When the stories of the
battle reached his country.
people realised how great
were his human qualities, how
deeply he loved his comrade.
how passionately he loved
truth and justice, how ready he
was to sacrifice every thing in
the cause of Islam. In the
worlds of Gibbon, “In a distant
age and climate. the
scene of the death of Hussain
will awaken the sympathy of
the coldest reader.” In cruelty
in criminality, in brutality, in
barbarous savagery,” says Syed
Badrudduja. “the tragic
records of the Kerbala sur-
passes any other record in the
history of human conflict.
"Hussain indeed did not die in
the ordinary sense of the term.

Kerbala
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Tlie great Shahadat at
indeed occupies
position in the annais
history. [t convinces neot
only the Muslims but also the
non-believers all over the
world of the
tiunlndruduthnnl’thtlh—

»
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oppressed Muslims all over the
world. In the words of Maulana
Mohammed Ali Jauhar:

Katle Hussain Asal Me
Margaye Yezid Tha:

Islam Zinda Hota Hai Har
Karbale Ke Baad.

"death” of
[slam is uvenated

after each and every

The writer is Director, Radio
Dhaka.
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63-year-old Pakistani

seems destined to sha-

re the spotlight with

the much-loved and respected

Mother Teresa of Calcutta for

helping the world's sick and
needy.

Maulana Abdul Sattar Ec!h1
Pakistan's one-man welfare
state, is the [ounder of the
Edhi Welfare Centre, perhaps
the most well-ordered charity
organisation in the developing
world.

His accident and welfare
centres and ambulance ser-
vices, with a 10-mingite re-
sponse time. criss-cross Pak-
istani cities, Edhi's mobile dis-
pensaries and free kitchens
feed the destitute, the men-
tally ill, drug addicts and the
sick. .

The Edhi Welfare Centre
also provides free blood to
hospitals, slaughters around
600 goats daily to feed patients
in several Karachi hospitals
and charity homes, adopts
thousands of abandoned babies
and buries around 800 un-
claimed bodies every month.

Even stray and injured
dogs. abandoned sheep and
donkeys find shelter in one of
Edhi's many refuges.

often called 'Father Teresa',
Edhi's spindly imprimatur can
unlock any corridor of power
in Pakistan. with any petition
bearing it immediately
granted.

"l look upon my work as a
social industrj,r a kind of social
banking." says the 1986 Ra-
mon Magsaysay awardee for
social welfare. He describes
‘himself as abhikhari or beggar
who enjoys lile immensely.

Nicknamed by childhood
playmates near Ahmedabad,

Sir, 1 would like to express
my own opinion on the pre-
political situation con-
cerning the formation of gov-
ernment.

* The people demand free,
fair, and neutral election. They
also demand casting of vote in
a peaceful environment. As cit-
izens of an independent coun-
try it is our fundamental right.
But how it can be possible? In
recent days; we have read ar-
guments for and against hold-
ing the next parliamentary
election under a caretaker
government, although there is
no provision for a.caretaker
government in our
Constitution.

'The last parliamentary
elections were held under a
caretaker government in 1991.
The present parliament is un-
doubtedly democratically
elected. Meanwhile BNF gov-
ernment has lost its credibility
to - a certain extent the re-
ported rigging and violence in
the Magura and Mirpur by-
elections. This situation al-
ready has proved that no elec-
tion cguld be accepted as free,
fair, and neutral under the
government of a contending

party. .

Under this circumstance,
we demand that future elec-

" tion should be held under a

caretaker government. In this
connection, we also request

the ruling party to kindly bring
a bill on the caretaker gov-

Pakistan: And Now, Meet Father Teresa

now in India, as roti or food.
Edhi began charity work as a
teenager running errands for
the needy. After indepen-
dence, he moved to Karachi
and set up a series of voluntary
dispensaries and a fledgling
ambulance service to supple-
ment scarce public utilities.
Within a short time, Edhi's
activities moved out of his
neighbourhood to the rest of
the city — Pakistan's biggest.
By the late Seventies, his char-

itable services had become in-

valuable enough to turn him
into a folk hero.

o0 respected are Edhi's
services thal his fleet of ambu-
lances are guaranteed safe pas-
sage during riots and ethnic
battles that frequently erupt on
the streets of Karachi and
across Sindh.

Edhi's modest office —
equipped with a battery of
constantly jangling telephones
— is located in the heart of
Karachi. It is the nerve centre
of his rapidly expanding chari-
table activities which provide a
variety of essential services to
over 65 million Pakistanis.

Recent additions to the
Edhi Welfare Centre include
one Cessna aircraft and two
helicopters based in Karachi
and Multan in the north to
ferry people from remote areas
to urban centres for urgent
medical treatment amd a de-
addiction centre jn Sindh for

thousands of junkies, whose

number

rapidly.
He also runs first aid pt)ﬂtﬂ

cquipped with wireless sets,

are multiplying

Maulana Abdul Sattar Edhi has devoted his
life to providing quick and reliable charity
service to the most needy. Rahul Bdi reports
for Inter Press Service from Karachi .

para-medics and ambulances at
all major intersections in
Karachi, Islamabad, Lahore and
Multan.

Edhi's posts are the only
ones active round the clock,
admit officials In Islamabad.
The adjoining somnolent ones
belong to the police. Most
people — including army per-
sonnel — involved in road ac-
cidents tend to inform Edhi's
operations first that they need
help.

All Edhi's activities are sup-
ported by private donations
which reach a daily average
around 500,000 rupees
(US$16,.000).

GD\FEI'HITIEI]{ financial aid,
though offered. is politely re-
fused. The only state help ac-
cepted is the purchase of land
at subsidised rates.

"There is no shortage of
money for charity," says Edhi,
adding that the only need is
for someone, divorced from
religion and guvernmcnt to

run it.

"Bhaibandhi [hrnthcrhnod}
knows no boundaries,” Edht
says. Thus, his charitable oper-
ations are now spread across
17 countries including the

. United States, Canada. Britain,

Dubai, Moscow, Kabul and Sri
Lanka.

His activities in the West,
however, are confined to pro-
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ernment issue in
challenge of the nppoaitjun al-
lies.

Mohiduddin Monjur

Deptt of Sociology
Dhaka University

Jahanara Imam

Sir, Mother of the martyred
freedom fighter Rumi, Pro-
fessor Jahanara Imam, has
come to be known as 'mother’
to many a freedom fighter be-
cause she embraced most of
them as her own sons. After
the war was over, all the young
men who suryived the war and
knew Rumi refused to believe
that he was no more. Rumi
had not only been captured by
the Pakistani forces but was
tortured to death. Not only was
Rumi gone, so was his father.
The once happy and cheerful
house of theirs at Elephant
Road was now dark and dim
shrouded with a cloud of sad-
ness. But Rumi's mother took
all the comrades of her son as
her own children and her
emptiness perhaps began to
fill up.

Her resonance and stren-
gth, ke any other mother of
the muktjjoddha who had to
lose her son or sons for the
greater cause of the nation, is
unquestionable. Her belief and
trust in her sons were so
strong that she accepted to
take the horrendous job of
leading the nation once more
in a fight against those
defeated forces of 1971 who
have reinforced themselves to

the
* Parliament and bravely face the

hit back upon the ethics of

liberation.

This fight she took at a time
when a terminal disease lik
cancer was slowly eating tnl.q
the very vitals of her existence,
while the cancer of political
and social bankruptcy is lead-
ing this nation to a dead-end.

And ‘that is why today, as she

dies in a far away land, she has
on her head hanging a libel
against her as being an anti-
state element. What an irony!
Will this soil be grateful

enough to have the privilege to
embrace her within it? | really

tend to doubt it!

Akku Chowdhury
Dhaka

Sir, You are aware that sav-
ings account holders and fixed
depositors of the country are
worst effected by the govern-
ment's not-so-well-thought
policy of radically reducing the
deposit rates frem maximum
13% to as low as 5% (62% re-
duction). Most of the deposi-
tors' only source of living is
their earnings from sav-

ings/deposits — and now they

are thrown
conditions.
We appeal to the govern-
ment to give them some relief
by abolishing deductions from
interest earnings altogether.

S H Ullah
Agrabad, Chittagong

into miserable

viding free medical care and
burial for meedy Third World
immigrants,

A Muslim himself, Edhi's
charity also cuts across reli-
gious barriers. the anti-
Hindu riots across Sindh, fol-
lowing the destruction of the
Babri mosque in north India in

1992. Edhi's centre provided
food and shelter for some
19,000 Hindus fleefng mur-

derous maebs.
More recently, the Edhi

Centre dispaiched 34 tonnes
for rice to Somalia, the first
non governmental organisation
to arrive there after the United
Nations.

But Edhi's one nagging re-
gret has been his inability to
help the poor in India. Politics
and circumstance, he says,
have spawned an atmosphere
of suspicion between his

country and its neighbour.

But the founding 1987 in
London and New York of the
Edhi International Foundation
and the Bilgis Edhi Founda-
tion, set up in his wife's name,
have opened up ways for the
Maulana to channel aid to In-
dia.

Hospitals in Calcutta re-
cently received five ambu-
lances from the International
Foundation and Edhi is trying
to liaise with hospitals in Bom-
bay. Ahmedabad and Surat to
provide aid. '

Edhi wants to expand op-
erations in India and Seuth- |
east Asia. After all, he mh" 4
out, is a human and
not territorial condition.

Why Not a Government of National Unity?

The regular readers on
The Daily Star, as also perhaps
others, have come to know the
views of the political parties by

virtue of the debate in your,

esteemed paper on the much-
talked about subject — election
under a caretaker government.

Politicians are faithfully fol-
lowing the dotted lines of the
parties and not deviating an
inch from the party stand to
appreciate points of view of
their oppenents even if these
are good for the sake of
democracy and good gover-

nance.

Politics, after all, is an art of
running the government based
either on democracy or autoc-
racy or any other form of gov-
ernment. The purpose is to do
good to the people who, in the
ultimate analysis, are the
source of all power.

A brief backgrounder may
not be out of place. Cons-
titution is our guiding ‘star in
running the country. The
architect of the constitution is
Dr Kamal Hossain. Those who
saw the midnight lamp burn-
ing in his office as he worked
on it cannot forgot the labour
that went into making of that
constitution. But unfortunately
its” original form has been
dented right from 1975 by
various amendments — mostly
to suit the requirements of the
parties in power at difficult
times. Various amendments
came not only
indirectly making the constitu-
tion a spider's web where the
weak are caught and the
strong get through because of
thclr :rmj::ﬂty at times by fic-

blow was dealt to
thc constitutien, democracy
and Election Commission dur-
ing 'the last President's Elee-
tion when articles 152, 7 (2)
and 119 of the Constitution
were circumvented by passing
the President's Election Act
providing "Open Voting" for
election of the President.

| am quoting these articles
for ready reference.

Article 152 : The President
"“means the President of
Bangladesh elected under this
Constitution”.

Article 7 (2): "This Constitu-
tion is, as the solemn expre-
ssion of the will of the people,
the supreme law of the
Republic, and if any other law
is inconsistent with this
Constitution that other law
shall, to the extent of the in-
consi . be void.”

There fore if the President
is to be elected under this

~and to

directly but also .

then the law
Election

Constitution,
(namely President

Act) for open voting is subject '

to this provision.

Article 119 States : "The
superintendence, direction
and control of the preparation
of the electoral rolls for elec-
tions to the office of President
Parliament and the
conduct of such elections shall
vest in the election commis-
sion which shall in accordance
with this Constitution and any
other law — a) hold elections
to the offige of President; b)
hold elections of members of

My point is that provisions
which are in the Constitution
must be followed and not
tinkered with.

I believe that no constitu-
tional provision for a caretaker
government will do unless we
are honest and sincere about
fair and impartial elections.

Absence from Parliament by

the opposition can not solve
the impasse. Opinion will go
against the opposition if it con-
tihues the boycott. They could
stage a walkout. Moreover,
hartals, etc should not be a
means to achieve the end of
holding elections under a
cartlakcr government.

The party in power should
not also think that it has been
elected for 5 years. In a par-
liamentary system of govern-
ment, a Parliament can be dis-
solved anytime and it need not
complete a full term. It is un-
democratic and unparliamen-
tary to even think (as some
Ministers of BNP do) that the
present government is elected
for 5 years. Whenever there is
any big issue confronting the
government it can go to the
people by dissolving the par-
liament without waiting for
hartals and pressure to sur-
render. This is the convention
in all countries having parlia-
mentary system of govern-
ment. However the present

position appears to be such as

would not even encourage the

opposition to go for mid-term
election unless it is held under
a caretaker government. But a
caretaker t, as has
been explained in various arti-
cles in The Daily Star is not a
good guarantee for fair and
impartial election. Moreover,
even if an election is held fairly
and impartially under such a
caretaker government, the po-
litical parties losing the elec-
tion will, almost certainly,
bring charges of rigging
through "Subtle means, vote

-ing in ‘busties’ in

tanism”“etc

In these circumstances, and
in the interest of the country,
demucrncy . Constitution,
' economy, social order and se-
curity, | suggest the idea of
having a government of na-
tional unity, an all-party gov-
ernment for 10 years, so that
there is no money power and
mafia power, strike, hartals,

" 'mastanism’ and destruction of

property. This will help us
avert blood-shed in the educa-
tional institutions, and fighting
in the factories among the fol-
lowers of different political
parties. This all-party govern-
ment will try to bring about

. overaall development in all

sectors for our very survival as
a nation with such a big popu-
lation and will particularly try
to narrow down thegulf of dif-
ference between the living
conditions of the masses resid-
inhuman
conditions — without water,
electricity, gas, sanitation etc
— and those of their more for-
tunate fellow-citizens who stay
in comfort with all such facili-
ties of life.

The natural question to ask
is : who will be in this all-party
government? This can be
sorted out by the parties ac-
cording to some formula — for

Africa has re tatives in
the government of Nelson
Mandela from amongst the
minority also. More-
over, in such an all-party
government we can have some
outstanding personalities who
have no representation in the
parliament but who are well
known for their integrity, hon-
esty. courage, contribution to
national cause and represent-
ing different classes in the so-
ciety such as eminent jﬂumtl
ists, lawyers, teachers,

ers' leaders, etc.

This is just an idea — not an
ideal idea. Some one can come
up with a much better idea and
have it accepted. But the mar-
vellous idea of a caretaking
government for holding gen-
eral election and the equally
marvellous idea of oppesing
the same provide no solution
to the

Extremes lhnuld be avoi-
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