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'I‘;imnph of Football

As all roads now lead to Chicago, [llinois, where
the world's greatest single sports extravaganza
kicks off today, much of the host nation is either
listless or simply ignorant of the event. ;\klyart from
that small dampening effect on the World Cup
'94. the 15th of its kind, almost the entire
planet is gripped by a football fever. With Ger-
many, the reigning champion, taking on Bolivia,
which return to the elite club after a long ab-
sence, in the opening match, people across the
world will be feasting on a gala release of a con-
summate contest involving a sudden rush of their
adrenalin.

Well, people the world over have waited for
this moment for the last four years and it is only
natural that they want to be amply rewarded. The
expectation rises high. Sometimes the tourna-

ment lives up to that expectation, sometimes not.
culation and antici-

But there is no dearth of spe
pation about the prospect of the leadin football
teams. But this time prior analysis and predic-
tions have been wide and inconclusive as they
were never before. The reason is rather reassur-
ing. It is good that the soccer pundits can no
more agree on one or two clear favourites. The
message is clear: the gaps between and among
the teams playing at the top level are fast narrow-

to the minimum.

t is not the sheer ater number of countries
competing for the Jules Rimet Cup that makes
this tournament special but there are a lot of
other elements that will keep the spectators at
the stadiums proper or the two billion plus TV
viewers captivated to the game. Professional foot-
ball, like many other sports, has gone through
radical changes with business tycoons taking hold
of the financial reins of famous clubs almost ev-
erywhere, particularly in Europe. Millions of dol-
lars are transacted for attracting foreign players
and also for changing clubs in a single league in
Europe.

And where there is money there are media.
Media have fanned football fans' craze for the

ame to its crescendo. Today glayers like

aradona, Gullit, Basten, Baggio have become
household names almost all over the world — ex-
cept perhaps the USA — thanks to the media. So
the interest generated long before the actual oc-
casion arrives, football lovers — informed as they
are — want to be involved in the affairs as thor-
oughly as possible. But the media hype is not all.

The professional footballers and their coaches
have taken the game to the level of biﬁ business.
So there is no scope for neglecting the trade at
the est level of the show. A little mistake can
prove highly costly for one's career. So the com-

ulsion is for perfecting the art at its magical

t. So much is at stake.

Naturally, the US '94 World Cup has provided
soccer lovers with the opportunity to see the deft
touches, swe free kicks, clever and adroit
passes, breath- g dribblings, curling'vullfhya
and equally agile punching or gripping-in of the
ball by the flying goal-keepers; and more than
anything goals scored only in dreams. All this and
many more of the game's tricks that fire the

and stir the passion to a dizzy height.
For long one month beginmng today, people will
think in terms of football, and even act in terms
of football. Much of their time will be taken away
by this' small round always on the roll. Foot-
ball-minder, the people of the world however are
ing to be wiser after the show has been over.
er all, in this world of impermanence, the
players have pitted their very best against each
other for a whole month.

. Whoever wins is immaterial in the sense that
someone has to among the 24 teams. The ulti-
mate winner is man for he has developed a game
so simple and yet so beautiful and artistic that
anyone following this for a while can understand
it and chances are there that he will fall in love
with it too. Hail the '94 World Cup! Hail football!

A Short-cut to Home
Ownership

A Xinhua news item makes us sigh over not
having a house of our own. Not so plaintively, for a
change, but with a glimpse of a silver-lining
around the cloud. In sum it says, Americans have
come to value home ownership so much that they
are ready to make many trade-offs to achieve it:
postpone retirement, take a second job,
commute long distances and spurn a good job in
the city just to avoid staying in a rented house —
all to avail themselves of mortgage finance, the
most popular institutional means to own a house
in the West.

The basic motivation to own a house is the
same everywhere — getting a toe-hold on
"financial, psychological and familial security”. It
can push the owner and his family to new heights
of financial achievement. Societally, the neigh-
bourhoods grow and the economy advances.
There can be a greater turn-out in local polls.

Home-owning is few and far between in our
context where the prohibitive cost of land in
particular rules out even a modest housing pro-
ect for most middle class people. But it is in the

ead, as they say, most battles are either won or
lost. If a person can develop a strong motivation,
an inner e to own a house, he or she will have
made the first leap+forward in achieving the goal.
Basically, however, the flurry to own houses within
city limits has to go. It needs badly to be replaced
by realism to move to the suburbs of Dhaka, even
to ones' own district towns. Why not? Life is less
polluted there and what has Dhaka to offer by way
of retreat at one's old age? Even for working men
and women, the vastly expanding circles of sub-
urban areas should be beckoning them with their
low land costs, idyllic charm and the whole e
of potential for a wholesome and creative life-
style. The exodus of young people from Tokyo to-
- wards the outskirts in an ever-increasing number
should be an eye-opener. Even the rural poor who
are ating to Dhaka will be trekking back to
the villages or semi-urban areas following the
footsteps of the educated people. There can be a
tremendous lift-pump effect on the whole econ-
omy by virtue of this reverse migration. Im&;ilne
the benign cultural impact of this as well, with of
perhaps, better political behaviorism following a
dip in the ﬂ-getﬂng restlessness and stressful
rat race in city.

A noticeable degree of dispersal of homes, away
from the city, has already taken Elace. The pi-
oneer settlers had, of course, their share of
problems — with amenities, law and order and
medicare — but ask anyone of them, say, at Savar
or Gazipur, he will tell you that there is no
%l;tater propulsion to drawing amenities home

an living itself.
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F a candidale has still to
qualify in English before
appearing in examinati-
ons that the Indian Union
Public Service Commission
conducts for central govern-
ment jobs, Home Ministry Is to
blame. The bar lapsed on
January 26, 1965 when the
constitutional obligation made
Hindl India's principal
language and when English
was continued as an additional
language. It was bilingualism,
with no fetter or favour for
either ol the two

The Ministry's spokesman
informs me thatl the qualifying
paper in English was intro-
duced in 1979, Jlollowing the
Ko thari Commission s rec
ommendations on the new syl
labus for the competitive ex-
aminations. However, parlia-
mentary affairs minister V C
Shuk!a told the Lok Sabha ear
lier in the month that the gov
ernment 'proposes to have
English as a qualifying paper,
but 'no decision has been
taken so far Someone has
bungled somewhere. Now
contradictory positions are be-
ing taken to cover up the mis-
take.

In fact. the decision on this
point was forced upon the gov
ernment within eight months
of Hindi becoming the princi
pal language. It faced a piquant
situation when one candidate
answered his guestion papers
in Hindi instead of English in
the competitive examination
held in September, 1965, The
UPSC awarded him zero. Its
chairman at that time. B N
Jha, who had earlier served as
Home Secretary, was not sure
whether it was legally tenable
to reject the answers in Hindi

-

Il-informed Debate on Language

after it had become the prin-
cipal official language. He re
ferred the matter to the Law
Ministry for opinion.

The Law Ministry justified
the zero mark. arguing that
the UPSC was like a club
framing its own rules of en-
trance. Just as the UPSC. it

was contended. did not allow -

any candidate below 21 or
above 23 (this was the age
group at that time for competi-
tion), it could similarly lay
down that English would be
the medium of examination.
The candidates had to fulfil
that obligation in the same way
as persons wanting to become
members of a club had to live
with its bye-laws

But Jha did not accept the
Law Ministry's opinion and re-
ferred the matter to the gov-
ernment. Lal Bahadur Shastri.
then prime minister. saw the
point. He placed the matter
before the cabinet. which de-
cided in 1965 itsell to permit
examinations in all Indian lan-
guages mentioned in the Eight
Schedule of the constitution,
namely. Assamese, Bengali, Gu-
jarati, Hindi. Kannada. Kash-
miri. Malayalam. Marathi,
Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Tamil,
Telagu., Urdu and Sindhi.
English, which is not listed In
the. Eighth Schedule, was al-
lowed Lo continue as an alter-
native medium of examination.

Subsequently. both houses
of parliament adopted a formal
resolution that "all the lan-
guages included in the Eighth
Schedule to the constitution
and English shall be permitted

as alternative media for all In-
dia and higher central service
examinations”. That showuld
have setlled the comtroversy.
But the JPSC and the Home
Ministry's bureaucrats dragged
their feet and did not imple-
ment the resolution straight-
away. They wanted only
English and Hindi as the me-
dia of examination. In the
meanwhile, political pressure
from the states got built up
and it became so strong that
there was no going away from
regional languages. The gov-

sixties after wide disturbances
and the loss of lives. would
have been in jeopardy.

The compromise reached
was that Hindi would be the
principal official language of
India from January 26, 1965
and that English would con-
tinue to be used for all such
purposes as was done before
that date As regards the
switch-over to Hindi. it was
agreed that English would not
be dropped until the state leg-
islatures, which did not have
Hindi as their official language.

'BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Dellv

ernment had to concede that
English and the regional lan-
guages mentioned in the
Eighth Schedule would be the
media of examination. The an-
nouncement came into effect
in October 1969

In the face of all this, if
Home Ministry reintroduced
10 years later English as the
qualifying paper. it played with
fire. It meant that some
English speaking bureaucrats
wanted to keep Hindi and re-
gional languages down. Thank
goodness, the debate in par-
liament the other day did not
last long or develop into a
familiar confrontation between
Hindi and English. Otherwise
the very compromise reached
between the north and the
south over the language in the

said they would do so through
a resolution.
That the Home Ministry

should have tried to go against
the letter and the spirit of the
compromise indicates the ar-
rogance some Iin New Delhi
have towards the common
man. who does not either
read, write, speak or under-
stand English. The ministry
should be held accountable for
the confusion it has created.
Like qualifying in English.
passing In interview (viva voce)
was compulsory at one time. In
1959 when Govind Ballabh
Pant was home minister, it was
brought to his notice that a
candidate, who stood first in
the written test, did not make
the selection because he failed
in the interview. Pant then

ordered that the marks se-
cured in the interview should
be added to the marks ob-
tained in the written examina-
tion for the final resuit. That
has been the practice since. It
has helped such students as do
not speak English well Had
this been the centre's attitude
all along, the distance between
English and Hindi and regional
languages would have been
spanned long ago.

But the few English-speak-
ing Indians do not realise what
is happening on the ground.
The states have switched over
to their own language and the
people are conducting the
business in their mother
tongue To tell them that they
must gualify in an English pa-
per before they become eligi-
ble for examinations to central
government jobs is to stoke
the fire of linguistic differ-
ences, which are subdued at
present.

At present it is difficult
even to make Hindi a qualify-
ing paper. the language which
has the premier status Had
English and Hindi been made
qualifying papers on January
26, 1965 itselfl, when both be-
came link languages, the ar-
rangement would have gone
through. Now regional lan-
guages. enjoying the status of a
national language. cannot be
pushed around. good for one
purpose and useless for an-
other.

English cannot be anything
but a secondary language. In
the nature of things mass edu-
cation has to be in our own

languages. English should be
taught to a large number of
people and it is heartening
that it is a compulsory subject
in many states. We also cannot
run away from the fact that a
large number of in the
different parts of the country
cannot converse with one an-
other in any language except
English. Still it is a relic of the
past and confined to a particu-
lar category.

When India was in the

midst of controversy over the
union's official

ure from the south, said
licly that 'Hindi had been
sen to be a common language
to maintain the unity of the
country politically and admin-
istratively’. That represents

If Hindi zealots could only
be patient! Hindi has

. They do

l
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The Daily Star Public Debate: What do Our Readers Think?

Sh'engfhening of the Election Commission and the
Bureaucracy may Ensure Fair Election

by A R Khandaker

HANKS to The Daily

Star that they have pro-

vided an opportunity to
our politicians and others to
express their view on the
mode of holding the next
national election.

Some of the Awami League
leaders are of the opinion that
they will not accept anything
less than a caretaker govern-
ment to conduct the next gen-
eral election. They feel that
BNP Government has failed to
remain neutral during election.
As example, they cite the bye-
elections of Mirpur and

The BNP leaders hold that
there is no provision in the
constitution to have a care-
taker government. Moreover,
they are not obliged to hand
over power to a caretaker gov-
ernment during their term of
office for five years for which
they were voted to power by
the People.

From AL side arguments
were also put forward that
constitutional provisions  can
be made for having a caretaker
government.

Mr Musiehuddin Ahmad.
ex-ambassador who wrote on
the subject. had initially
touched upon the crux of the
main problem that is whether
we want a fair election or we
want a caretaker government.
He had suggested that the
Election Commission must be
strengthened and they must
have an office in each district
where an ADC may be put in-
charge. The administrative
functionaries, including the
police, must be put under the
charge of- the Election Com-
mission.

Mr.Nazrul Islam an ex-For-
eign Secretary, ex-Ambassador
and presently an advisor to
BNP has argued that a care-
taker government is not an in-
built component of a demo-
cratic order. He concludes

e e, E— —
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Caretaker

government, not
essential

- Sir, We are greatly alarmed
by the attitude of opposition
political parties. With their
temper tantrums, which is
manifested through their un-
reasonable demands — giving
call for hartals, boycotting JS
etc., they are rather creating a
chaos. It eludes me why AL is
so keen on the next parlia-
mentary election to be held
under a caretaker government.,
Last parliamentary election
was held under one, but that
too was not spared of the accu-
sation of Shukkha Karchupi
(subtle rigging).

In the recent cily corpora-
tion elections AL was the win-
ner in the major cities and
they did not utter a word
about the election — whether
it being free and fair or not.

We think that a caretaker
Fnurmmcnt is not the solution
or a [ree and fair election. an
efficient election commission
is the real answer. First, all

persons eligible to cast vote

must be included in the voters’
list. Identity cards should be
introduced and grealt care
.8hould be taken against
forgery, so that no untoward
incidents happen in the voting
centres. Therefore, It is
essential, that special attention

thus: “the current debate
should be on the prevention of
irregularities in the national an
other polls rather than on the
caretaker government issue. If
we agree on this, the task be-
fore us would be to devise ways
and means to vest the Election
Commission with greater
competence and wider author-
ity and ensure that its writ
runs fully everywhere".

While the nation is en-
grossed in a debate on such a

vital issue, | like to state cer-

tain points which perhaps have

escaped our notice so far.

The whole debate starts
from the premises that the
opposition had lost faith in the
ruling party's (BNP) conduct in
holding an election. Therefore
they demand that BNP must
resign and a caretaker gov-
ernment should hold the elec-
tion as was the case when Er-
shad resigned handing over
power to the Chief Justice who
formed a caretaker govern-
ment. The situation then was
not identical with the present
one. An autocratic ruler having
been forced to resign had no
other alternative than to hand
over power to some One neu-
tral having the confidence of
all the political parties who
were all partners in their
struggle for the removal of the
ruler concerned.

The sole objective of the
struggle was transition to a
democratic way of life. Er-
shad's crime was that he had
overthrown a democratically
elected government and cre-
ated a vested interest by doling
out favour to.seme, and to le-
gitimise his autocratic deci-
sions, created a rubber stamp
parliament. <

After the fall of Ershad, the
whole nation was caught in a
frenzy of merry-making. High
hopes were raised that the fu-
ture will be rosy.

An election was held under

the caretaker government
which was acclaimed by many
as fair. But was it really so?
The leader of the Opposition
maintained that there was
‘subtle rigging’.

A close look at the way the
election was conducted will
reveal that voters' list was im-
properly prepared. Apart from
the fact that many were not
included in the list, there
were other clerfcal mistakes of
different descriptions. But
what was worse was that the
polling centres were irregu-
larly fixed. Voters of one area
had to go to a different area for
casting their votes, In rural ar-
eas this created insurmount-
able problems, particularly for
the women and the elderly
voters. There were also com-
plaints that some musclemen
visited the houses of some
section of the voters and held
out threat prohibiting them

from going to the polling cen-

ires.

BNF formed government.
Democracy was ushered in.
Everyone ¢xpected that
democracy will march ahead,
democratic institutions will
grow up, democratic norms
will be adhered to and demo-
cratic practices will pervade
our day to day life.

There are, however differ-
ences of opinion as to the de-
gree of fulfilment of the above
aims and aspirations. But it is
not at all a pleasant sight that
the opposition parties walk out
of the assembly failing to dis-
cuss a national issue. A hartal is
called, whose economic imphi-

cation to the life of our nation .

is considerable.

To make democracy worth
its name, a soverelgn parlia-
ment is necessary. The party
in power and those in the op-
position must work to make
the parliament effective and

meaningful, The voice of even a

- — — - - - =
- = = - -

— = — = = — = —

be given to improve the exist-
ing law and order situation.

We hope that the opposition
parties would insist upon these
points and refrain from unnec-
essary demands.

Nur Jahan .
East Nasirabad. Chittagong.

Caretaker

government or
democracy?

Sir, | am sorry that | am
late to thank you for initiating
the wonderful debate on the
issue of "Caretaker Govern-
ment". Your learned writers
have enlightened us about such
a thing which perhaps does
not have any place in the book
of political science, nor it has
any place in any book on

democracy. But,"sir, the sad
thing is that having read all
these arguments | am getting
confused about the democracy
itself, day by day.

Democracy is sald to be a
"gentleman's form of govern-
ment”. It works properly in a
situation where the people are
enlightened, well-educated,
tolerant, honest, respensible,
progressive minded, et cetera,
et cetera. Existence of political
parties and some form of elec-
tion are two essential elements

of democracy. But in a country
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where the political parties are
less characteristic and the
politiclans themselves often
show anti-people stance, and
in a country where ninety per
cent of the population is illit-
erate, and many of the literate
people are, unfortunately, cor-
rupt, dishonest and selfish,
how can one think of democ-
racy faring well? Is only the
ability to cast a vote simply by
stamping on the ballot paper
all about democracy?

We have seen the adminis-
tration of all the major political
parties of Bangladesh. We saw
the administration of Awami
League — they gagged democ-
racy. We have experience with
the nt of Jatiya Party
— they mauled democracy. And
now we find that the BNP, the
party in power, is pla with
democracy. And what about the
the Jamaat-e-Islami of Bangla-
desh? They seem to have little
faith in democracy. However,
they are yet to show up. We
have also the experience with
a caretaker government. The
peaceful election conducted
under it was also questioned by
the leader of an opposition
party. She said that there was
subtle rigging in the election.
Ironically, she is now most
vocal about a caretaker
government for conducting
another election!

In such circumstances, we
are prone to believe that nei-
ther a party government ner a
caretaker government is suit-
able for Bangladesh. In

lone member must receive due  dure.
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respect and consideration and
not just be silenced by a mere
force of numbers, devoid of ra-
tionality. The logic that a par-
ticular political party has come
to power with the mandate of
the people and therefore it is
entitled to doing or undoing
anything, Is a fallacious one.
This breeds a despotic attitude
and leads to arbitrary actions,
which is highly incompatible
with good governance. There
must be an objectivity to
uphold the truth and place na-
tional interest above the inter-
est of the self or the party.

A few words about the role
of bureaucracy vis-a-vis a
democratic form of govern-
ment. It is through the perma
nent and impartial bureaucracy
that democracy finds its ex-
presston. Democracy can only
be sustained when 'rule of law’
can be established, and to do
that bureaucracy has to func-
tion in accordance with prede-
termined 'rules of business’
and strictly within the limit of
Govt. Servants' Conduct Rules.

They have to be responsive
and humane. In transacting
and dispensing various affairs
of the country and in adminis-
tering the criminal justice sys-
tem, an eguitable and uniform
policy has to be followed and
‘double standard’' shunned. Un-
fortunately, our experience in
these respects has been far
from satisfactory.

Transfer of officers imme-
diately before an election
sometimes creates democrati-
zation among the officers and
in that situation they can
hardly do their job fairly and
squarely. Undue interference
with the bureaucracy must,
therefore stop. Omission or
commission on the part of bu-
reaucracy, if any, should be
duly enquired into and action,
if called for, should be taken
according to rules and proce-
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the eyes of the opposition that
the party in power is obviously
bad; the people's verdict is
wrong, and it is the opposition
who feel that they are always
right! The present opposition
alliance seemingly to oust a
freely and fairly elected politi-
cal party under the demand for
a caretaker government is pe-

'~ culiar and unfortunate. Why

can't they give the party in
power a chance to complete
their term? People are there
to judge and play their part.

Why don't they have any re-
spect for ple's verdict?
Why can't they feel that they
will also face the same fate, if
they ever go to power?

From all these | wonder
whether we are really unfit for
democracy. Unfortunately, we
cannot think of any national
government as in South Africa.
Is it because we do not have
any Nelson Mandela? The peo-
ple are actually fed up with the
mockery of politics by the par-
ties. They are actually confused
about democracy itself because
of the nature of the political
parties. They feel that those
who are now making much
hullabaloo about democracy,
virtually have little respect ior
democracy. So one may tend to
imagine otherwise, even to the
extent of a "Benevolent Des-
pot”. It is really democracy at
stake!

A citizen
Dhalea

But it must be admitted that

a caretaker government is not

compatible with the concept of

democracy. A democratic gov-
ernment administers the
country with the consent of
the people and is responsible
to them, while a caretaker
government has pneither of
these. A democratically elected
government should normally
remain in power for the full
term, unless it is defeated in a
no-confidence motion moved
in the parliament.

Tampering with this system
will demonstrate a lack of faith
in the system itself and will
destabilise the country. It is
very unfortunate that time and
again such destablising factors
were brought to bear upon the
life of our citizenry and the
people of Bangladesh are yet to
settle down politically. In our
immediate neighbourhood.
India is the biggest working
democracy by virtue of keeping
to traditions and conventions.

Power has to be exercised
fer the good of the people, One
is entitle to remain in power
so long as he can 'deliver the

goods . One shall be ready to
quit as soon as one has failed
to de so. The electorate must
be left free to elect their
choice afresh.

The strengthening of the
Election Commission will no
doubt go a long way in securing
free and fair elections, but also
the bureaucratic machinery
has to move aleng. They must
be neutral and perform their
respective duties without fear
or favour, for which visibly
certain concrete steps may
have to be taken.

Besides, a few well consid-
ered measure can be adopted
to ensure a fair election. It may
be required to appoint a com-
mittee to devise such mea-
sures. And the committee, if
necessary, may visit one or two
neighbouring countries 1o
study their systems before
submission of their recom-
mendations.

The writer is retired In-
spector General of Police and
ex-member of the United Na-
tions’ Crime Prevention and
-antm! Commiltee.

THE main political opposition
party, which has undoubtedly
the dubious knack of keeping
itself in the headlines most of
the time, independent of
(solid) performance, Is now
under the media microscope
mainly for dabbling in two
highly debatable and contro-
versial issues: the disruptive
and mindless hartal calls (in
the national sense; strikes are
different, internal, and limited
in scope); and proposing novel
methods for routine assign-
ments (for example, the cre-
ation of a caretaker govern-
ment every time there is a
general election).

In a section of the press,
the leader of the party is under
critical serutiny for her leader-
ship style and policies. The in-
dividual impact of a leader is
transitory but telling, as lead-
ers come and go. but the big
party (and the country) re-
mains. Historically, the current
and future generations will ex-
amine more thé party's poli-
cies of successes of failures,
rather than who initiated those
policies. The duration of hero-
worshipping depends on the
longevity of the good ideas.

The Awami League has ef-
fectively employed negative
tactics to its advantage. This
success does not mean a vote
of confidence by the majority
of the future voters at the next
elections. A party may be pow-
erful, but it does not mean that
it has no weaknesses. The AL
is turning a blind eye to its
weaknesses and track records,
and many positive assumptions
are taken for granted. It better
review its feedback system,
from outside the party circles,
and not from the inside co-
terie of sycophants and blind
believers in the mighty party.
As public preferences are
fickle, and public memory
short, the re-minder goodies
must be attractive and logical.
not distractive and of transi
tory emotive appeal.

The shadow cabinet s per
formance’is invisible: therefore

Political 'Léadér_ship
and Policy
Alif Zabr

it can neither be examined nor
classified as good or bad. The
citizens are not offered the
chance to comment on AL
policies for running the coun-
try (not the party), because the
policies are not announced
with pertinent details, and are
not regularly updated..
Destructive criticism and gen-
eralised accusations, day in
and day out, carry no convic-
tion: it is simply not alternative
planning. Agreement or dis-
agreement is on proposals, not
on likes and dislikes and hate
campaigns. What percentage of
citizens would vote for a party
relying on this kind of vague
and elusive philosophy, which
cannot be measured and com-
pared?

Politics is a highly spe-
cialised discipline (or profes-
sion); therefore the lay voters
would judge by the results than
try to understand the tech-
niques employed. The problem
with AL is that it is talking
politics all the time. After a
time, shop-talk becomes bor-
ing to the outsiders.

A politician has to be a po-
litical in his visible perfor-
mance. and not confuse the
electorate with technical jar-
gons and jugglery. This is what
appears to be going on at pre-
sent: arguing for the sake of
argument (a Bengali character-
istic, unfortunately).

It is time we have more po-
litical output than input. It will
give the nation time to devote
itself to the work in hand,
rather than indulge in politics
all the time as a hobby or pas-
time (as is happening to this
lay writer). All citizens are not
full-time politicians, as pre-
sumed by the political work-
ers. So why direct all the
technicalities at the masses?
We have our work to do, and it
should not be assumed that we
are available to provide free
service to the political parties
That is why the parllament ex-
ists — go there. This 3-year
cold-war of the parties has
cost the nation dearly




