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LLocal fabric export
Move to ease procedure

for cash incentive

i

By Sohel Manzur

Efforts are being made o
simplify the procediure ol im
plementing the cash ncentive
programme for the ° tabric
exporters ol the counury, ad
cording to official sources,

A filve-member commitiee
headed by Vice Chairman of
the Export Promotion Bureau
(EPB) Anisul Huq was formed
recently to recomunend ways
for simplification of the proce-
dure.

According to the sources.
the who are not en-
titled to get the facilities un-
der the bonded warehouse and
the duty drawback systems
were brought under the
‘alternative arrangemenl ‘(o
enable them to eompete in the
world market.

it. however, became dilli-
cult for the exporters to avail
themselves of the cash benefit
because of procedural compli-
cations created by a circular
issued by the Bangladesh Bank
in April this year, sources con-
cerned said. -

The h Bank issued
the circular some al-
legations of fraudulence in the

of providing cash ben-
efits to the fabric exporters.

According to the allega-
tions, some le were: get-
ting the benefits of 'alternative
cash incentive' by showing fake
documents to the banks with
which they opened L/Cs. The

made in the proce-
dure through the circular was
to check fraudulence.

An investigation is also be-
ing conducted by the
Bangladesh Bank to find out
those involved in the fraudu-

lent acts.
Under the ‘alterpative cash
incentive programme

launched sometime last year,
the exporters of local fabries,
along with the manmnufacturers
of export-oriented [fabrics,
were entitled to get 25 per
cent of the total export value
as cash incentive. They used to
get the money ([rom the
Bangladesh Bank through their
negotiating banks with less
forimalities belore issuance of
Lhe circular.

But the circular made the
procedure complicated and
time-consuming affecting the
exporters seriously. Under the
new system, applicants for the
cash incentives have to fill up
some forms and get the rec-
ommendations of those con-
cerned with the export of the
products. But, in most cases
they do not act properly since
they would not be benefited by
recommending receipt of the

_cash incentives, it is alleged.

The matter was raised at a
meeting of the task force for
export on June 5. -The meet-
ing, after discussing the prob-
lems of exporters and the
scope of fraudulence, sug-
gested formation of a commit-
tec to find out an appropriate
way to simplify the procedure
as well as check the fraudulent
acts, sources said.
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"“This means the functional
cadre members will not give
preferential treatment to
them." explained a senior
Prokrichi leader. He declined
to be named.

Sources indicated that the
professiorlals’ body was plan-
ning to demand announcement
on the local government elec-
tions by September and
strengthening of the Election
Commission. The Prokrichi
core group mt-t'ltng discussed
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cabinet coammiltee in coming

‘up with any solutions despite
thie¢ government's earlier an-
nouncements.

Meanwhile, the second day
of the-72-hour strike of the
professionals passed off
peacelully yesterday, according
to the sponsors.

All the front organisations
of the Central Action Council
yesterday held a representa-
tives meeting in support of
their planned rally today,
where they are expected to
announce their next action
programime.

The rally will be followed by
a procession which would
hand over a memorandum to
the Speaker of the Jatiya
Sangsad. .

Meanwhile, the central
lciders of the Prokrichi-BCS
Central Action Council yester-

day called on the Awami -

League chiefl and Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina at
her Minto Road residence.
BCS Coordinator Committee
president M Abu Hena, BMA
president Dr M A Majed,
honorary secretary general of

Prokrichi action plan

the IEBM Ibrahim Mia and
secretary general of the Kr-
ishibid Institution Jabed Igbal
briefed Hasina about their de-
mands and the on-going cam-
paign for democratisation of
the bhureaucracy.

A statement from the
Awami League, without giving
any comment, saild Hasina gave
a patient hearing to the de-
mands of the Prokrichi lead-
ers.

BCS Coordinating Commit-
tec secretary general M Ruhul
Malin, IEB ice president A N H
Akhter Hossain, BMA secretary
veneral Dr Gazi Abdul Huq, and
Awami League leaders Tofael
Ahmed, Amir Hossain Amu.
Shah A M S Kibria, Prof Abu
Sayeed. Dr Mostafa Jalal Mohi-
uddin were present, among
olhers, il the meeting.

Govt ready
From Page 1 Col

Telecommunication Minis-
ter Tariqul Islam and State
Minister for Educalion Princi-
pal Younus Khan were also
present at the press confer-
ence,

"Because of financial con-
straints we can not [ulfil the

. demands right now but we will

fulfil it gradually,”
tion Minister said.

He also said if the govern-
ment pays 100 basic salary of
the non-government teachers,
it will cost the government
about Taka 168 crore in addi-
tion to the Tk 700 at present.

If the government gives all
the benefits as enjoyed by
teachers of government
schools and colleges, the ex-
penditure stands at Tk 1500
crore, he said.

the Educa-
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Leader of the Opposition in Parliament Sheikh Hasina exchanged views with the editors of

national dailies at her Minto Road residence in the city yesterday.

— Star photo

Westem envoys | Hasina: Accept demands

laud govt's
achievements

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman yesterday
had “informal exchange of
views" with the envoys of some
important western nations,
including the ambassadors of
the United States and Japan,
reports UNB.

The Foreign Minister also
met with the ambassadors of
France, Germany and Belgium
at his official residence at New
Eskaton yesterday afternoon.

Although the agenda of the
meetling could not be known,
the sources believed that the
discussions centred round

Bangladesh's foreign policy di-
rections and domestic issues.

The envoys reportedly ap-
preciated the achievements of
the government in different
sectors of national develop-
ment as well as the points of
success of the country's for-
eign policy.

The envoys, ‘it was learnt,
held out assurances of contin-
ued support to the m-
ment's efforts for giving insti-
tutional shape to democracy
in the country.

Sources said the meeting
was part of a routine interac-
tion and the Foreign Minister
is expected to hold similar ex-
change of views with the en-
voys ol other countries.

Thai FM arrives
tomorrow

Saroj Chavanaviraj. Deputy
Permanent Secretary ol the
Thai -Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, arrived here from
Bangkok yeslerday leading a
nine-member Thai delegation
to the senior officials level
meeting of the fifth session of
the joint commission on coop-
eration between Bangladesh
and Thailand, reports BSS.

The Thai Foreign Minister,
Prasong Soonsiri, will arrive
here from Bangkok tomorrow
for the joint commission ses-
sion.

‘Boat case' against
Ershad transferred

A High Court Division Bench
yesterday ordered transfer of a
corruption case involving al-
leged misuse of government
flunds amounting to about Tk
33 crore against former presi-
dent H M Ershad from the
Court of Divisional Special
Judge. Dhaka to the Senior

Special Judge, Dhaka for trial,
reports BSS.

The bench comprised
Justice Naimuddin Ahmed and
Justice Mahafuzur Rahman.

A criminal revisional appli-
cation was filed before the
High Court on behalf of Ershad
for treansferring the special
case against him from the
Divisional Special Judge,
Dhaka to any other court.

The trial of Ershad in this
case (Case No 19 of 1993)
known as Boat Case began in
the Divisional Special Judge's
Court and formal charges were
[ramed against Ershad and a
Japam:ac national on April 11.
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ment, which I8 the product o
an election under a caretaker
government, should fear to go
to polls under a similar politi-
cal ment.

" She said if the government
fears that the election under a
caretaker government is being
demanded 'to catapult me to
power or to help me get
elected easily, | can make bold
to say that | shall not seek next
election.” She hastened to add:
"1 am Bangabandhu's daughter.
What more do | have Lo ask
for."

When her attention was
drawn to the widespread pub-
lic demand for a dialogue be-
tween the Opposition and the
ruling party to break the pre-
sent political stalemate, Hasina
asked what could be the basis
for such a

She said the Opposition
would like to hold talks on
election under a caretaker
government. But the govern-
ment made it clear it would
discuss anything except the

caretaker government issue.
So. there is tly no basis
for dialogue mmn the gov-
ernment and the Opposition,

When Hasina was suggested
a4 scries of reforms in the
existing electoral system to
provide for free and fair
election, Tofael Ahmed. who
was assisting his party chief,
said that under the existing
electoral system the Election
Comnmission had ample pow-
ers. DBut the commission in
unable to exert itself or exer-
cise i1s authority due to execu-
Live interierence.”

Tolael made a pointed ref-

erence to by-elections in
Bhola. Magura-2, Mirpur par-
li.nmentary constituencies and
o a number of municipal elec-
tions to show glaring cases of
executive interference In
favour of the party-in-power.

Hence. he said. any further
attempt at reforms In the
electoral system will be an ex-
ercise in futility.

In the course of "Informal
exchange of views between the
editors and the Opposition
leader. Lhe painful predica-
ment ol some of the newspa-
pers, which were alleged to
have incurred the wrath of the
government, came under dis-
CUSSION.

The Opposition leader was
apprised of the impending
hartal on June 30 to whip up
sentiments against newspapers
representing progressive pro-
democratic and pro-liberation
forces.

She was told that taking ad-
vantage of the situation, the
administration might crack
down on at least five newspa-
pers. namely the Janakantha,
Bhorer Kagaj, Bangla Bazar,
Ajker Kagaj and Sangbad. It
was [eared that the govern
ment may cven close down
Lhese newspapers.

Hasina said the whole na-
Lion was pa--ing throngh a
crucial phase ol its history. She
urged the pro-liberation and
pro-democratic forces to close
ranks and lake steps cau-
tiously.

She said the Opposition
parties were passing through
trials and tribulations. "Let us
all unite and work together for
realisation of the common ob-
jectives.”

Land dispute in
N'ganj leaves

one dead
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGAN.J. June 15: A
man was killed this morning at
the Mondalpara area when a
group of people attacked him
[ollowing a dispute over land
demarcation.

According to family sources,
the victim, Kazi Habibur Rah-
man, had a long dispute with
his neighbour Amin over the
demarcation of their landed
property.

Earlier Amin along with his
associates allegedly attacked
Habib on June 3. Habib lodged
a case with the Narayanganj
thana against his attackers.

Amin and his associates
continued to put pressure on
Habib to withdraw the case.
but he refused. :

Amin made the second at-
tack on Habib today when he
came to understand that Habib
would not withdraw the case.
Habib's wife Najma Begum
said, adding that the group
equipped with lcthal weapons
beat him up. and at one stage,
they hit him on his head with a

stick. Habib fell on the ground
and became senseless.

He was declared dead nn_

arrival at the Narayanganj Gen-
eral Hospital.

Police arrested two of
Amin's relatives, Khandaker
Hasanur Rahman and Nurul Is-
lam, for interrogation.

Woman held _from-

DU campus

By Staff Correspondent

The Ramna police picked
up a woman from in front of
the Jashimuddin Hall of Dhaka
University at about 3 pm yes-
terday.

According to the police. the
lady identified herself as Sra-
bani and a student of the Ja-
gannath University College.

Srabani was taken to the
police custody last night.

The cause of her arrest was
not knowmn.

BDR, mob clash

From Page | Col 5

‘Meantime, BDR had to open
fire as about 8-10 thousand an-
gry people gheraoed the 60
border guards. The BDR men
also resorted to lathicharge.
Some 62 shots were reported
lired in the air during the vio-
lence.

BDR said they arrested
three people with 10 maunds
of Indian salt from the scene.

The BDR men fled the
scene {iring guns.

The Deputy Commissioner
and the Police Super visited
the agot and the hospital to

see the condition of the mn-
jured.

Tension mounted in the
areq,

About a month back, smug-
gled Indian cows were also
seized from the hat, creating
tension in the area.

‘Opposition out to grab power
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" national savings. foreign ex-
change reserve and revenue
earnings had increased signifi-
cantly in the past three and a
hall years. The stock exchange
also did brisk business.

"The country is now moving
towards self-sufficiency,” he
claimed.

He said the BNP govern-
ment had brought the coun-
lry's economy to a prestigious
position from a zero-level in
just three years.

His speech was punctuated
with repeated cheers from his
party colleagues. Prime Minis-
ter Begum Khaleda Zia was
present in the House.

Finance Minister Rahman
said a responsible opposition
did never support each and
every demand ol any group
without examining the de-
mands objectively.

He said the teachers are
being used as political tools.
During the last two years, the
non-government teachers had
got an BO per cent rise in their
salary following the implemen-

tation of the new pay scales
and time scale. Now they are
demanding more, he added.

The Finance Minster said.
the budget allocation for the
education sector in Bangladesh
is higher than in India. Pak-
lstan, Sri Lanka, Nepal and
Bhutan. Some 5,060 secondary
school and college buildings
and another 15,346 primary
school buildings are being con-
structed and reconstructed
throughout the country during
the current financial year.

The development budget
for the education sector in the
coming financial year has been
proposed at Tk 980 crore as
against Tk 600 crore in the
outgoing year.

He claimed, the social sec-
tor did never get such high al-
location after 1947 and said "a
silent revolution is on in the
country.” |

He appealed to the teachers
to go back to their educational

institutions with the proposed
benefits.

The
termed

Finance Minister
the supplementary

. supplementary budget.

budget as 'balanced'. "Il there
is a budget, there must he a
It is
just a redistribution of alloca-
tions." He said. (here was no
major shift or change in the
supplementary budget.

"The amount is ahuost the
same. Some of the sectors
failed to consume the alloca-
tion while some others got ad-
ditional funds,” Saifur Rahman
added.

The original development
budget for the year 1993-94
was Tk 9.750 crore which was
revised at Tk © 600 crore
while the Tk 9,300 crore orig-

budget:- was revised at Tk
9,150 crore,

He said, during the fiscal
year, Tk 1,662 crore bonds
were given to the banks to
strengthen the capital market.

He thanked the ruling party
colleagues for taking part in
the discussion on the supple-
mentary budget.

Deputy Speaker Humayun

Khan Panni adjourned the
House at 855

torlay.

teachers
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Borhan Ahmed
- granted bail

The District and Sessions
Judge's Court yesterday gran-
ted bail to executive editor of
the daily Janakantha Borhan
Ahmed but rejected the prayer
of its advisory editor Toab
Khan, reports UNB

Judge Abdus Salam passed
the orders in a criminal mis-
cellaneous case filed by the
two journalists against the re-
jection of their bail prayers by
the CMM Court on June 8 just
after they had been arrested in
a criminal case filed by the
Officer-in-Charge of Motijheel
thana. Nurul Alam. for publish-
ing an alleged objectionable
post -editorial.

Moving the bail petitions
Advocate Khandaker Mahbub
Hossain said it is a pelitical
case. "The governmen! has
fileq, the case to harass the ac-
cusecl.”

Aflter hearing both sides.
the court allowed Borhan
Ahmed to go on bail upon a se-
curity bond of Tk 1,00,000.

BSS adds: The leave peti-
with prayer for ad-interim
ipatory bail of the Jana-
a editor Md Atigullah
an Masud was moved
yesterday before the judge of
the Appellate Diviston Justice
ATM Afzal in the chamber.

The judge refused to pass
any order and directed the
petitioner for placing the peti
tion before he court today.

Teachers
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Medical Association, organis-
ers said,

Meanwhile. more organisa-
tions and individuals extended
their support to the teachers’
agitation.

Awami League presidium
member Begum Sajeda
Chowdhury, Dr Mozammel
Haque,
former MP of the party Fazlur

* Rahman., ex-MP of JSD (Rab)

Humayun Kabir Hiru,
Moinuddin Khan Badal of J5D
(Inu), SKOP leader Mokhlesur
Rahman and leaders of some
other organisations addressed
the teachers on fast.

The speakers demamnded of
the government to accept the
lorical demands’
without lurther delav.

General Secretary of
Bangladesh Workers Pariy
Rashed Khan Menon in a
statement Wednesday blamed
the government for ‘forcing'
the teachers to go on a hunger
astrike by ignoring their de-
kel wls. .

He demanded solution to
the problem through discus-
sion with the teachers.

Cabinet body
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Minister Choudhury Kamal

[bne Yusuf. Works Minister
Rafiqul Islam Mian,
Telecommunications Minister
Tarigqul Islam and State
Minister for Establishment
Aminul Huq. Finance Minister
M Saifur Rahman was also co-
opted into the committee re-
cently.

Earlier on June 6, the
Communications Minister held
an informal meeting with the
Prokrichi leaders at his office.

The committee is mandated
to recommend the reform
measures after studying a
UNDP report on administrative
reorganisation and the report
nl a secrelary-level committee.

Half-day hartal
observed
in Scylhet

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET. June 15: A half-
day hartal was observed in
Sylhet today demanding with-
drawal of the increased rates
of gas and to stop irregular
supply of electricity.

Shops and educational insti-
tutions remained closed. All
types of vehicles also remained
off the streets.

The hartal was called by the
‘Action Committee for
Resistance against increased
Gas Bill," while different politi-
cal parties and local socio-cul-
tural organisations extended
their support for the call.

A protest meeting was held
at the¢ Poura-point during the
hartal hours. The hartal. how-
ever, passed off peacefully.

World congress on
endoscopic surgery
begins today

Dr Sardar Abdun Naeem a
specialist in laperoscopic
surgery, left Dhaka on Tuesday
night for Tokyo to attend a
three-day world congress on
'‘endoscopic and laporoscopic
surgery' beginning in the Fiato
city of Japan tocday. reports
BSS.

Japan Soeciety for Endo-
scopic Surgery (JSES] and In-
ternational Federation of En
doscopic Surgery (IFES)
organised the congress where
Dr. Naeem, a surgeon In
Birdem., will present a paper
on his experience in the field
of laporoscopic cholecys-
tectomy in Bangladesh.

Prof. Motiur Rahman of Bir-
dem will also attend the

as an observer.

Surgeons from different

the congress.

MP of the AL and a.
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US to seek mandatory arms
embargo on North Korea

UNITED NATIONS.

June

|15. The United States on

Wednesday announced that it would seek a mandatory arms
embargo against North Korea as a first phase of sanctions to
force it to accept full nuclear inspections. US Ambassador
Madeleine K Albright told reporters that she began consulta-
tions on a proposed US draft resolution on sanctions that also

woulld give North Korea a grace perind

reports AP.

Delhi sends 4 more battalion
of BSF to Kashmir

NEW DELHI

June 15 Four more battalions of the border

security force have been rushed to Doda district of Jammu
and Kashmir as the authorities said that a major offensive was
in the offing tn crush loreign mercenaries entrenched in
strategic heights This was stated in the Rajya Sabha by the
Minister of State for Internal Security Rajesh Pilot who said
the government planned to pul up permanent posts al six
strategic passes on the Pir Panjal range dividing Kashmir
valley from the sprawling Dnda district. reports PTI.

PM : Plant more trees

From Page |1 Col 4

here ”

Inn view of the alarming sit-
uation. the Prime Minister
added. emphasis has been
given to tree plantation m the
area for checking the deserti-
fication process

She said the countries with
higher forest resources are
more developed and also rich
in other resources. 'Once our
country was also rich in forest
resources but these are declin-

of the common people. The
government has also reduced
the prices of fertiliser, dl-ﬂlsl

and agricultural equipment for
the development of agriculture
and also to protect the interest
of farmers

The inaugural function was
also addressed. by Forest and
Environment Minister Akbar
Hossain, State Minister for
Establishment Aminul Hugq,
Rajshahi City Corporation
Mayor Mizanur Rahman Minu,

ing fast to meet the demand of Whip Prof Shahjahan Miah,

increasing population — for
new houses hats bazars,
towns and industrial units.”
Begum Zia said the govern-
ment is ready to extend ils all
out cooperatlon to resolve any
difficulties experienced by pri-

vale initiatives regarding tree
plantation.

"Tree is one of the main re-
sources in our rural areas. The
renewable tree resources play
an important role in alleviating
poverty. improving environ-
ment and creating job oppor -
tunity in the rural area.”

She mentioned that due to
unplanned felling of trees. an
acute shortage of trees as fire-
wood and for other household
dnd econonuc uses is persist-
ing in the rural areas. .

"We have identified tree
planiation as an impertanit na-
tional programme and takerd
initiatives, for the first time, to
directly involve the people
from all walks of life in the
campaign.”

Tq make the tree plantation
campaign a social movement,
she added, the government
has introduced the 'Prime
Minister's Trophy for Tree
Plantation' since 1992,

Begum Zia said to make the
programme a sucCess, various
committees have been formed
at thana and district levels.
Discussions will be held in the
capital and also at thana and
district levels to create aware-
ness among the people.
Besides. tree [air will be held
in Dhaka and Rajshahi, and the
people will be provided with
improved saplings at cheaper
rates.

She asked the rural women
to take advantage of govern-
ment facilities and set up
nursery, poultry and dairy
farins in every house,

Referring to tne proposed
national budget for 1994-95,
Begum Zia said the govern-
ment has withdrawn all taxes
from essentials for the interest

Prof M A Hafiz MP, Begum
Lutfunessa Hossain MP and
Chiefl Conservator of Forest M
Mozammel Hugq.

Local leaders put forward
various demands and re-
quested the Prime Minister to
resolve their SOOIT.
Bahanpur Bazar would be up-
graded as municipality, ade-
quate number of tubewells
provided to ensure pure drink-
ing water in Gomestapur thana
and construction of Parbatipur-

exprdttcd -
Earljer, Begum Zia inaugu-

rated a Tree Fair and planted a
‘neem’ sapling at the Enayet-
pur High School premises.
JMB cost
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for four years to complete the
bridge by 1998,

The project has been di-
vided into four components:
the main bridge with a width
of 18.5 m, 16 km long eastern
approach road, 14 km
western approach road
river training works, which
would include two 128 m long
via-ducts and 2.2 km long
guide-bandhs along both sides
of the river to protect the base
of the bridge from erosion.

The bridge would also have
provisions for a gas pipeline,
metre gauge railway line and
the east-west second power
inter-connector.

Agriculture Minister Majid-
ul Haque, LGRD Minister
Abdus Salam Talukder,
Communications Minister Oli
Ahmed, Industries Minister
AM Zahiruddin Khan, Religious
Affairs Minister Keramat Ali,
State Minidter for Planning Dr.
A Moin Khan, secretaries con-
cerned, members of the
Planning Commission and offi-
cials of the Jamuna Bridge
Authority also attended the
ECNEC meeting.
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