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A Communicative Visit

Rounding up its visit to Bangladesh, the high-
level Japanese trade team had a number of good
things — not platitudes — to say about the coun-
try. particularly about its macro-economic per-
formance, but not equally matching favourable
words about the investment climate here. The
present rate of inflation and foreign exchange re-
serve position in Bangladesh provide a good basis
for further economic growth, according to Kazuo
Haruna, leader of the 40-member delegation
which concluded some "effective, and fruitful”
- discussions with government officials and cham-
ber leaders here. But the leader of the Keidanren
economic study mission raised the most perti-
nent issue: whether foreign investors will feel
encouraged to invest where local investors were

ting shy to do so in their own country.

Evidently the Japanese team leader has a point
and something has to be urgently done to allay
that concern of the foreign investors. There is no
refuting the point that the local people with
money must set the precedence. Until now this
has not happened in a big way. But this is not the
only stumbling-block the leader of the Japanese
delegation has identified. In fact.®there are
others: bureaucratic tangle or red-tapism, some
inadequacies in the infrastructure and customs
and other regulation.

The Japanese delegation chief said in so many
words that an on-going democracy is a good thing
by itself no doubt; but since foreign investment is
a long-term, processive affair, they cannot be un-
mindiul of the troughs that politics occasionally
goes through, with strikes ete, as well any lack of
consistency or continuity in government's poli-
cies.

The delegation leader has been quick to point
out the lack of adequate relations between pri-
vate sectors of the two countries. At the govern-
ment level the ties are rather close and he la-
mented why the same was not true about the pri-
vate sectors as well. One answer may be a lack of
promotional activities matching with the high
expectations of investment nurtured. e
Japanese investment is shifting its destination
from one area to the other. But so far Bangladesh
has failed to attract it simply because there hasn't
been enough of a projection of the country in
Japan as a prospective Flace for investment.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's visit to Japan
made move between the two countries but
to actually harvest the benefits of the process, set
in motion, there is a need for preparation of the
ground. We should think the opposition leader's
visit to Japan contributed its mite to the overall
impression formed there. The government's ef-
forts need to be complemented further some
other measures on the home front, including
perhaps a political sideshow, albeit in an atmo-
sphere of reciprocity. The issues the Japanese
trade delegation has raised as a representative
m from a friendly country cannot be brushed

The trade wings of our diplomatic missions
abroad have not done the job they were expected
to [do. Like the Japanese, others will be keen to
invest here only when our own promotional ef-
forts and home work have been radically im-
proved.

Plant a Tree and Nurture it

Yesterday was the first of Ashadh-Ashadhasya
prathama divasa as the doyen of subcontinental
poets has celebrated it some sixteen hundred
years ago. It was an act of the im tive on the
part of whoever set the government's tree planta-
tion fortnight to begin this day. Weather which is
local does not always keep its appointments but
the macrocosmic climate does. The earth rejuve-
nates every rainy season and it settles in our
climes on the first of Ashadh — give or take a day
or a week or two. A successful plantation fort-
night is one of our best bets against unrelenting
dissipation of the life supporting gifts of our envi-
ronment. How?

If about a million trees can be planted each day
over the whole span of the fo t, nature
surelg would respond even as a mother does to
her disconsolate child. This is not in fact so
daunting a figure as it would seem at first. Let us
forget about the more than 20 million families in
the land most of which do not have a plot of land
to Lﬂlant a tree. But government offices together
with educational institutions each having amgple
space all to their own should number an
beyond a hundred thousand. For them all to plant
an average of 140 trees d this half-month
is no order. What is indeed far more impor-
tant than the actual plan of the trees is the
surge it will create in the society at large. The
plantation work would surely sow in the mind of
the hundreds of thousands of young scholars a
love for trees and nature.

The problem with massive plantation cam-

gns is [irst corruption and secondly the knotty
job of nurture. How many trees would govern-
ment agencies plant directly and at what cost?
The first figure could be deceptive. And the bill
may well be paid for the false figure although each
tree truly planted normally leaves quite a sum of
income. e ‘problem of nurture is more
challe than that of corruption ps. Who
looks after the trees just planted? If somehow
there is a provision for it somewhere the ns
so charged would require to be tree-friendly, not
as a one-time ritual but on a continuing basis. In
more organised nations specialists in horticulture
and arboriculture etc do the job with love and a
spirit of pride and competition, why can't that
be done here?

Mention must be made with a sense of grati-
tude here of the yeoman service being rendered
on this front by a number of NGOs. Over a vast
tract of Gopalganj— reduced to sand dunes by the
all envelo waters of ‘88 — the landscape has
changed from stark grey to a deep green, Bfanks
to some NGOs th up the idea of paying
women in grains for their constant care of the
Flanted trees in their charge. As a part of the
undamentalists’ rejection of the activity of the
NGOs newly growing trees are being felled in
their thousands specially in the northern dis-
tricts. Government is yet to move to thwart and
punish them. 1

There are encouraging signs all around of
people in general coming round to loving the
trees and wanting to have them more and more.
The plantation campaign should continue round
the year with success. And to supplement it —
fe of trees should be made punishable by law
and the ban on burni woodp in the brickfield
kilns should be enforced effectively.
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S a Member of the UN
Observer Team, | waltc-
hed the general elec-
tlon in South Africa, the first
all - race democratic election
even to be held in that country
It was indeed a historic
occasion. Eyes and ears of the
world were focussed on South
Africa. | was In South Alrica
from 19th April to 2nd May,
1994 when the counting was
still going on. When | arrived
at Johanes Burg on 19th April,
1994 political tension and
uncertainty were every much
in evidence following decision
made by the Inkatha Party led
by Buthelezi representing the
Zulu tribe, the largest one in
South Africa to boycott the
election. This was alarming
against the backdrop of
continued violence which
engulfed South Africa during
the last few years. | was told
that South Africa was already

classified to be the most
violent country. | was further
informed that all areas In

South Africa should be consid-
ered as risk areas but some ar-
eas were more dangerous than
others and that one should
ltake every precaution before
leaving the hotel since mug-
ging and thefts were very
common.

Soon after my arrival a posi-
tive development took place.
The Zulu-dominated Inkatha
Freedom Party at the last mo-
ment reversed their earlier
stand and decided to partici-
pate in the elections thus
paving the way for peaceful
election. Earlier a high-pow-
ered international mediation
teamm which included Henry
Kissinger and Lord Carrington
had failed to persuade Mr
Buthelezi, leader of the
Inkatha Party to participate
and the international team left
in disgust. A member of the
team, a former Kenyan diplo-
mat Professor Okumu stayed
behind on his own and started
his personal mediation. He
persuaded Buthelezi L0 come
to a compromise which |1 be-
lieve was influenced largely by
the King of the Zulu tribe with
whom Nelson Mandela had an
excellent rapport. Former
President de Klerk also put
considerable pressure on
Buthelezi to compromise. The
last minute decision of Inkatha
party to participate in the
election had a dramatic and
positive effect and violence
subsided considerably.

For South Africa the elec-
tion marked the end of 342
yvears of White rule, for Africa it
meant the final liberation of
that continent' and for the

S fighti between
various Afghan factions
continues intermittent-

ly. [ears abound of outbreaks of
cholera and typhoid epidemics
in Kabul in the hot summer.

Water sources have already
been treated with chlorine, so
as to reduce the risks of water-
borne diseases in a country
where virtually all infrastruc-
ture has broken down after 17
years of civil war.

Wherever people live iIn
Kabul, they have to come Lo
terms with the breakdown of
services. Electricity ‘rarely
functions. except for those
institutions with generators,
and neither does the tele-
phone system.

Fuel for heating and cook-
ing Ils extremely expensive.
Water is now mostly drawn
from pumps in the streets, and
uncollected rubbish as well as
rubble from ruined buildings
has accumulated everywhere.

The poor state of nutrition
and health makes the one-and-
a-half-million people living in
Afghanistan’'s capital particu-
larly vulnerable.

After arming the Afghans to
teeth the big powers have lost
interest in the ongoing fight-
ing between the forces of the
overnment led by Professor

haharuddin Rabbani and
Ahmed Shaha Massoud. and
the combined forces of Hizb-i-
Islami headed by Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar (who was named
Prime Minister] and General
Doostum.

The impact of the fighting
varies greatly in different areas
of the city. Some quarters, like
Afshar, which were densely

pulated only last year now
ie in ruins,

The three

Mikroyans,

world it meant the collapse of
institutional racism

Thus, South Alfricas first
democratic election was one of
the most closely watched and
carefully monitored elections
in history. For the first time in
South Africa all citizens of 18
years of age or above were en-
titled to vote. Each voter was
entitlied to cast two ballots —
one for the National and the
other for Provincial. According
to proportional system of rep-
resentation for the National
Assembly 400 seats were allot-
ted on the basis of four seats
for every one person. Voters
voted for the party and not the
candidates and the party sym-
bol along with the picture of
the leader was put on the bal-
lot paper.

Protracted negotiations in-
volving multi-party groups fi-
nally succeeded by end of
November., 1993 to produce a
package ol draft laws subse-

by Fakhruddin Ahmed

government would facilitate
rather than hinder the trans-
ition to democracy. It was
further agreed that TEC would
cease once the cabinet of the
newly election government
takes pffice after the April
election which has now taken
place.

Independent Electoral
Commission (IEC) was given all
responsibility for organising
administration and monitoring
the Electoral Code of Conduct
binding on all political parties.
IEC would also have the ulti-
mate responsibility to certify
the election free and fair.

Independent Media Commi-
ssion and the Independent
Broadcasting Authorities were
responsible to ensure equitable
treatment of all political
parties in media and broadcast.

South African voters could
vote anywhere in the country

adopted was as follows:

Party with highest number
of votes will nominate for the
post of President. Every party
securing B0 seats in the
National Assembly of 400 can
have the right o nominate an
Executive Vice President
Parties with at least 5% of the
vote can claim the post of a
Minister Thus the interim
constitution already agreed
contains notions of a govern-
ment of national unity and
proportional representation
into all levels of the state, not
just in Parliament. but in the
cabinet The Vice
Presidencies, in Parliamentary
Committees and Provincial
Legislatures. For the protec-
tion of citizens from human
rights abuses the constitution
provides — full Bill of Rights.

On the election day allega-
tions of cheating. irregulan-

South Africa Re-born

they are stern rebuke Lo cynics
of the world”

The most formidabile chal-
lenges that the new govern-
ment will have to tackle are
the need to generate a huge
number of new employment
opportunities and the need for
internal development to meet
popular expectation. Apart
from unemployment which is
about 40% among the black
population other priorities
would be housing. electricity
and water supplies On the
other hand. there is solid base
for building up a healthy econ-
omy. Agriculture is in good
shape Inflation has declined
for the first time after two
decades. South Africa which is
very rich in mining like goid.
diamond, coal and irom with a
sound banking system and in-
frastructure offers new oppor-
tunities to local and foreign in-
vestors under a stable govern-
ment to participate more vig-
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The notion of coalition government, proportional representation at all levels, consensus on management of
economy, Independent Broadcasting Authority are all very much relevant and worth studying in the context

of Bangladesh.

—————————————————————————————————————————————— —————————————————————————————— e ————

guently approved: by the
Parliament which became the
guidelines for the transition to
democracy. The bills adopted
by the Parliament were (a)
Transitional Executive Council
Act, (b) Electoral Act, (c)
Independent Electoral Commi-
ssion Act, (d] Independent
Media Commission Act and
Independent Broadcasting Aut-
hority Act.

Parliament also adopted an
Interim Constitution which
came in force on 27th April,
1994 and would remain In
force for two years during

~ which a new Constitution is to

be adopted by the National
Assembly, sitting as a
Constitutional Assembly.
Transitional Executive
Council made up of one repre-
sentative of each of the parties
participating in the Nego-
tiating Council was intended to
create a "level playing field" for
South Africa's first democratic
election. Transitional Exe-
cutive Council (TEC) formed
seven sub-councils, namely,
Regional and Local Govern-
ment and Traditional Autho-
rities, Law and Order. Stability
and Security, Defence, Fin-
ance, Foreign Affairs, the
Status of Women, and Inte-
lligence. The sub-councils
were designed to ensure that
actions taken by the

producing his or her identity
document or a temporary voter
card. There was no electoral
role or register as such.

The electoral code of con-
duct was binding on all regis-
tered political parties includ-
ing their leaders, candidates,
members, armed forces and
supporters through out the
election period. The code s a
comprehensive set of rules
governing the election seeking
to promote “a climate of
democratic tolerance in which
political activity may take place
without fear of coercion.
intimidation or reprisals.”

Provision was made for
State Electoral Fund adminis-
tered by the Independent
Election Commission. Its pur-
pose was defined as to provide
financial assistance to qualified

parties to enable them
to conduct their electoral
campaigns more effectively.
Grants were to be made in two
stages: half before the election
and half afterwards. Provision
was made to make payment to
parties in proportion to their
popular vote.

Through protracted negoti-

ations it was decided that the
government for the next five

years would be a national
coalition government and the
number of cabinet posts will be
restricted to 27. The formula

ties, sabotage and missing of

ballot papers were voiced in
some quarters and in general,
administration in the counting
stations virtually came to
standstill. However no party
blamed the Independent
Electoral Commission of
biased or having lost the neu-
tral character and no party has
challenged the result. Thus the
election marked a great water-
shed in South Africa's history.

Former President, De Klerk
publicly stated before the
election that there must be
power sharing and cooperation
between major parties which
would be an essential factor for
stability and reconciliation and
on that basis sustained
economic growth would be
possible. He further elaborated
that intensive tions of
the past 4 years helped to
bring out the consensus on the
need of a government of na-
tional unity and he was opti-
mistic that after election when
euphoria will die down things
will return to normal.

Mr Mandela on the eve of
the poll outlined the vision of a
new South Africa emphasising
reconciliation and the multi-
racial character of future South
Alfrica. In the words of
President Clinton “bolth
Mandela and De Klerk are re-
markable stories and i(ogether

Anthony Hyman writes from Kabul

orously to swustain the eco-
nomic growth and conse-
quently generate more jobs,
houses and decent standard of
living for all. The National
Economic Forum which was
formed during the dialogue
among the parties and the
government is one demonstra-
tion of national consensus un-
derlying the practical need for
business. labour and govern-
ment to work together in mat-
ter of national economy and its
management. [t is expected
that the Forum in one form or
another would continue to op-
erate and advise the new gov-
eranment

The notion of coalition gov-
ernment, proportional repre-
sentation at all levels, consen-
sus on management of econ-
omy, Independent
casting Authority are all very
much relevant and worth
studying in the context of

Bangladesh.

The Weekly Mail and
Guardian of South Africa in its
issue of April 22 to 28, 1994
commented, "Next week's
election signals the fall of the
last bastion of racist rule. The
world is watching with fasci-
nation as this nation plays out
the grand finale of 20th cen-
tury institutional racism, pro-
viding the extraordinary spec-

Afghanistan. a battle ground for superpowers for much of the 1980s, continues to be ravaged
by various armed gangs, controlling swathes of territory. In Kabul there is virtually no gov-
-ernment and the city’s infrastructure is breaking down.

Afghanistan

newer areas of Soviet-bulilt
apartment blocks. have also
suffered great damage. but
Khairkhana and some other
areas are relatively unscathed,
suffering only stray rocket at-
tacks.

Air raids over Kabul have
ceased because of earlier
losses of war planes and the

e

increasing risks of flying un-
serviced, unairworthy planes.
. Despite severe difficulties a
small number of , expa-
triates as well as Alghans, are
helping to maintain the city's
essential services.

In Kabul., as in other cities,
the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) stands

out as a remarkably well organ-
ised operation giving humani-
tarian help to thousands of
victims of war.

The IarFe:at of Kabul's hospi-
tals are functioning through
the dedication of teams of
Afghan doctors and nurses. Vi-
tal medicines, bandages and

medical cquiﬁmcm are all
provided by the ICRC, along
with salaries.

Many hospital beds are
filled with wounded fighters
from opposed sides — though
doctors never ask to which

they are affiliated.
par%e hospitals are keeping
strictly neutral in this sense-
less power struggle which is
steadily destroying what is left
of Kabul.

The savage destruction of
Kabul resulted in hundreds of
Lthousands of refu ﬂtll:lhnnﬁ
for safer places, Jalala
to the south, where at least
there is no fi htin%. But lar
numbers of homeless pculﬁc
still remain, often because they
can not afford the cost of the
ride.

Many Eubllc buildings of
Kabul. schools and mosques
alike, have been apgmrprlated
to house displaced families
from destroyed areas. In the
north of the city 50,000
refugees are sheltered in this
way. They are living in terribly
crowded conditions, often
three families to one room.
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As a con uence education
at all levels has come to a
standstill in the capital.
Refugees fill the schools and
the teachers sit idle.

Higher education courses
ended two years ago, and the
campus of Kabul University it-
self is under occupation by
fighters of Hizb-i-Wahdat, the
powerful Shi'a party which
controls a considerable stretch
ol the capital.

Besides the 50,000 refu-
ees occupying public
uildings, an estimated

300,000 more Kabulis have
managed to take shelter with
their relatives elsewhere in
the city.

Says Peter Stocker of the
ICRC delegation in Kabul:
"They are perhaps not in dan-

er of starvation, but if the
lockade continues, the situa-
tion risks becoming unbear-
able."

Bread is the staple food for
most Kabulis. Flour prices have
risen rapidly since January 1,
when the latest round of
fighting erupted.

Food became a weapon in
the struggle, when Hizb-i-Is- -
lami fighters began ting
flour and other supplies reach-
ing people living in areas of
the capital controlled by the
government forces.

Since April, though, a
steady flow of flour in food
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- non-vielent,

tacie of a repressive, minority
government voluntarily relin-

quishing power.

The world is not just gawk-
ing: it is waiting to see if racial
reconciliation — which has
proven so difficult in so many
countries — is possible, and
whether our country can defy
its history and become a sym-
bol of hopeful and peaceful
c :

As South Africans. our con-
cerns are more mundane. Will
the new government be abie Lo
bring peace and security? Will
it be able to deliver on its
promises of social reconstruc-
tion without over-spending
and over-borrowing? Will it be
able to deal with the political
pressures it will face without
stamping all over human
rights? Can it counter the cor-
ruption that has become so
endemic in the government?

To get to the essence of the
South African Scenario: will
the election bring real and
substantial change? Will it start
a process of development to
overcome apartheid's terribie
heritage of inequality and im-
provement?”

Nelson Mandela has already
answered to these guestions.
In his speech after resuming
office as President he spoke of
tolerance, patience and re-
construction. He is fully aware
about the cost of reconstruc-
tion but at the same time more
conscious that his government
must contain expectation and
violence that arise from deep
poverty and Nelson
Mandela underlined the need
for maintaining the national
unity which is essential to
make progress By inducting
three members of Inkatha
Freedom Party in his cabinet
and giving the portfolio of
Home Affairs to Buthelezi.
Mandela has shown political
sagacity and farsightedness
which has earned the title of
founder father of the new
South Africa.

One can say that the preo-
cess which Mahatma Gandhi
had started at the of
the century through non-vio-
lence of civil disobedience in
South Africa to justice
and rule of law, has now been
completed at the end of the
century by Nelson Mandela by
his own sucecessful,
revolution,
although for the purpose of
record armed was not

excluded if required.

The writer is a former

Foreign Secretary of Bang-
ladesh Government.

Away from the TV Cameras, the Agony of Afghans Continues

convoys sent from Pakist
made a significant diﬁea“

gly levell out prices around
oy pnjdﬂzl" the World
It is

Food Pr b!n-f the UN,

but coordinated and dis-

tributed by the ICRC and other

non-governmental organisa-

tions.

Heavy sacks of flour, 90
kilograms in weight, are
shifted across the city on sim-
ple wooden pushcarts, often
accompanied by four or more
members of a family. Some
have become petty traders,

lanning to sell flour or sugar
or a small fit in other parts
of Kabul. include former

civil servants, schoolteachers,
technicians and policemen,
who currently have no jobs.

Frequently the victims of
cross-fire, the civilian popula-
tion, must also satisfy the

of the armed fighters at
many checkpuﬁ: whenever
th aroynd the city. Bribes
lt}!{lfﬂjﬂ through the check-
points are routine.

No pity is being shown to-
wards civilians in this brutal
war of attrition. There is much
bitterness among civilians at
the treatment they are receiv-
ing from the armed groups.
ngEvtn those wl?; ini-
tially the downfall of
the Moscow-backed govern-
ment of Mohammed Najibullah
in April 1992, the sheer law-
lessness of the has led

o ¢ GEMINI NEWS

ANTHONY HYMAN is a Bri-

tish freelance journalist and
writer, specialising on Central
Asia
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addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all commufnica-

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
| address.

"Blﬁckmen" ﬁ_nd
crime

Sir, On June 7 The Daily
Star carried an item from its
Sylhet correspondent regard-
ing the shooting death of a
Bangladesh taxi driver in the
US. The item described the
assailant as a "blackman" and
used this word twice.

By - making a point of de-
scribing him as a "blackman”
(instead of using. say, the word
"assailant”), the reporter has,
perhaps unwittingly, made an
issue of the assailant's color
too. Some people reading this
news item may now associate
all black people with crime in
the US. In fact, among many a
returning Bengali immigrant, a
common refrain is, "Those
kallus (‘blackies') are good at
nothing but stealing." A portion

of the black underclass in big
US cities i{s involved in violent
crime — but this is a function
of their economic condition,
not of their "black " ness.
Recently there was a letter
in a section of local vernacular
press about two Bengalis in
Korea getting drunk and at-
tacking a local woman. Some of
the poorer Bangladeshis now
in the US have formed street
gangs in New York's Queens
area and sometimes pick fights
with Spanish-speaking gangs.
Infighting among Bengali orga-
nizations in New York is also
common. | am sure we would
not appreciate it if people
looked at these incidents and
generalized to say. "All
Bengalls are drunk” or
‘Bengalis are mean minded",
etc. Generalizations such as
"These kallus will not work if

you give them a job!", are unfair
to the unfortunate ethnic un-
derclass, caught in an eco-
nomic trap where crime is
their only option.

For the record, most of the
US black population prefers to
be called "African American”,
and finds the termn "Negro® to
be offensive. "Blackman” is a
non-existent word.

Naeem Mohaiemen
Dhaka

Budget and MPs

Sir, In a scorching after-
noon heat of June 9th, 1994
Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman placed before the half-
empty but fully-airconditioned
parliament building our na-
tional budget for the fiscal year
1994-95 showing a revenue
income of Taka 13,637 crore,
revenue expenditure of Taka
9948 crore and Taka 11,000
crore annual development
programme with an overall
deficit of Taka BO95 crore and
foreign debt liabilities of 13
billion US dollars. The Cabinet
in a meeting held on the same
day approved the revenue and

development budget for the
year 1994-95.

Contrary to the democratic
norms, parliamentary practice
and constitutional provision
many of our opposition MPs in
the parliament boycotted the
budget session. They vehe-
mently criticised the budget
and said "with the entire op-
position staying outside par-
liament it is a mere ruling
party affairs”.

We are very shocked and
disappointed as to why the
MPs of the opposition parties
did not attend the b t ses-
sion in the parliament. If the
Members of the Parliament
don't attend the sSes-
sion who would attend it?
What are the obligations. func-
tions and duties of the MPs

and what is the use and justifi-
cation of our national parlia-

ment?

We wonder if the Members
of our Parllament do not take
care of our national parliament
and our parliamentary democ-
racy then who would take care
of these? What would happen
to our national assembly and
democracy?

Nowhere in a civilised and
democratic country the mem-

bers of the parliament try to
belittle or make fun of the
happenings inside a national
parliament as some of our
members of parliament do
from time to time. In foreign
countries members of parlia-
ments walk out in protest or
resign from their parliamen-
tary seats. But in our case some
members abstain from attend-
ing the parliament or boycott
the parliament on the one
hand and draw their pay and
allowances from the public ex-
chequer regularly. on the
other hand. What a pitiable sit-
uation!

Our country has produced
many great parliamentarians in
1930's. 1940's, 1950's and

., 1960's like A K Faziul Huq. H S

Suhrawardy, etc. They often
had very bitter relations with
the government. They attacked
the government policies and
programmes, staged walk-outs
from the parliament and lefl
no stone unturmed to foil the
‘evil’ designs of the govern-
ment by democratic means but
they never boycotted the na-
tional parliament for an indefi-

nite period.

Today, we are a free, inde-

pendent and sovereign coun-
try. Can't the members of our
5th parliament follow in the
footsteps of our great parlia-
mentarians and help grow
democracy for the sake of

peace, progress and political
stability in the country?

O H Kabir
Dhalea

South Africa

Sir, The dismantling of
apartheid in South Africa after
46 years of bloody struggle is
indeed an epoch-making de-
velopment. | am greatly
pleased in witnessing the end
of apartheid in South Africa.
Now Nelson Mandela has be-
come the leader of the free
and democratic South Africa. |
take this opportunity to extend
my heartiest congratulations to
President Nelson Mandela and
the people of South Africa. We
wish him and his compatriots
all success in building a happy

and prosperous South Africa

M Zahidul Hague
Asstt Prof BAl. Dhaka



