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PM to open free
tuition programme

- Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia will inaugurate the
formal launching of the free tu-
ition and stipend programmes
for secondary girl students at
the International Conference
Centre (ICC) on Saturday at
10:30 am, reports UNB.

Hartal observed

in Gaibandha

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, June 15 An
eight-hours hartal called by the
Balashi River Port Movement
and Implementation Commi-
ttee was observed here toeday
peacefully demanding imme-
diate implementation of the
proposed railway fefry ghat at
Balashi and setting up of
raflway track from Trimohani
station.

BAAS science confce
begins June 22

MYMENSINGH, June 15: A

three-day science conference
of the Bangladesh Association

for the Advancement ., of
Science [(BAAS) will com-
mence at the Bangladesh

Agricultural University (BAL)
on June 22. The science con-
ference was scheduled 1o
cornmence June 21. The date
has been shifted due to the
Ashura holiday, reports BSS.

Mannan Bhuiyan
returns home

Labour and Manpower
Minister Abdwl Mannan Bhui-
yan returned home yesterday
after attending the just
concluded B8]st conference of
the International! Labour
Organisation (ILO) in Geneva.
The Minister led a seven
member tripartite delegation
at the conference. reports
UNB.

ASHAR 2, 1401 BS

go up by $150m

The total cost of the Ja-
muna Multi-purpose Bridge
Project has escalated by 150
million US dollars. a rise by
21.4 percent over the original
estimate of 700 million dol-

lars, according (v ollicial
sSouUrces.,
The Executive Committee

of the Natiosial Economic
Council (ECNEC), at a meeting
yesterday, approved a revised
cost of Tk 3,440 crore.
Presided over by Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman the
ECNEC meeting was held at
the Secretariat cabinet room.
The revised project cosl.
against the original estimate of
Tk 2.800 crore, includes an
equivalent of 600 million dol-
lars funding from Japan, the
World Bank and the Asian
Developmeént Bank. The re-
maining amount of Tk 1.040

By Staff Correspondent

crore equivalent 1o about 250
million dollars is to be met
from domestic resources and
would be sanctioned under
subsequent annual develop-
ment programimes.

The cost escalation was
primarily attributed to the rise
of the dollar rate against Taka.
The original estimate, made in
1989, calculated the cost at
700 million dollars with the
rate of one dollar set at Tk 35.

The Finance Minister ques-
tioned the appropriateness of
the original estimate, in which
the dollar rate was calculated
lower than the prevailing rate
in 1989, sources present at
the meeting said.

In addition, an ‘emergency
trust fund of Tk 40 crore for
the project was also created
while another Tk 67 crore was
set aside for interest payments

for the loan amounts during
the construction period.
Furthermore, the total re-
settlement cost of the project
was also revised upward from
Tk B8 crore to Tk 163 crore.
Nearly 5,681 acres of land
were acquired for the project
requiring the resettlement of
about one lakh people. .
Construction work of the
4.8 kilometre bridge is sched-
uled to begin in September
next. The resettlement work

~of the project has already been
completed. The river training

work has also started and the
acquired land has been handed
over to the contractors to be-
gin pn:paratnry work, the
meeting was told.

About 15,000 workers,
technicians, engineers and

consultants are likely to work |

See Page 12 Col 8

Plant trees to save country
from ecologlcal disaster: PM

sapling
yesterday.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
National Tree Plantation Campaign 94 by planting a Neem

ENAYETPUR (Chapainawab-
ganj), June 15: Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda. Zia loday
launched a nationwide tree
plantation programme turning
afforestation into a social
campaign to maintain country’s
ecological balance, reports
LINB.

Begum Zia formally inaugu-
rated the National Tree Plan-
tation Programme-94 by plan-
ting a neem sapling at this
remote village in Gomstapur
thana in the northwestern arid
Barendra region.

Addressing the lnaugural
function at a ground adjoining
the Enavetpur High School,
the Prime Minister —onders

L «atored the need for massive

inaugurating the

at Enayetpur in Chapai Nawabganj district

— PID photo

tree plantation to protect the
country from continuing de-
gradation of ecological balance
for the very survival of the
nation.

“The contiribution of tree is
immense in keeping halance of
environment. Tree is our close
friend and trusted neighbour.”
she said and called on the
people to plant at least [lve
saplings each in their respec-
tive homes.

The Barendra region,
Begum Zia pointed out. Is the
glaring example of what a greal
clisaster could happen in the
absence of trees. "Once famous
for its ‘'sal’ grove. this area has
now become completely bar-
ren. Man-made desertification
process is very much visible

See Page 12 Col 7 '

~ Saifur tells Parliament - |

Finance Minister M Saitor
Rahman yesterday sajd in
Parliament that the aim of the
agitation of the major opposi
tien partics was (o capture
power by any means

“A big party. which was
ousted from power only aller
three and a half vears in office
has now joined hands with
anti-liberation and auiocratic
forces to capture power
Salfur Rahman told the oppo
sition -boycotted House during
his winding-up speech on the
Supplementary Budgel ol
1993-94 .

He said. the same party had

killed democracy in March
1975 which expedited its
downfall

"I thought their attitude his
I:'h.rlflgfd 'EJI{"IH;_' OuUt ol poda e

for a long time but my expecta

Dy Staff Correspondent

tions proved wrong the
Finance Minister said

He termed as absurd the
opposition demand for a care

laker government. "It is their
dream and we cannot [ulfil
their dream .’

"1 did never come across
such an absurd proposition in
the history of politics in the
world. " Salfur Rahman said

He said, there must be
some principles in polilics
The party. which once fought
against the anti-liberalion

forces, has now become their
close ally he added

Rahman said. a two-day dis-
cussion was enough for a
Supplementary Budget but il

continued for six days in the
hope the opposition parties
would take part in the dolile,

But the opposition MPs did not

Opposition out to grab power

discharge their duties as the
public representatives, he re-
gretted

The Finance Minisier gave a
resume ol the development
programmes ol the govern
ment and sald "the opposition
parties are afraid of the good
performance of the BNP ad-
milnistrat on

1f the ongoing develop
ment programmes are imple-
mented in the next two years,
the opposition will be nowhere
in the country. That's why they
are crealing a politcal crisis to
disrupt the development pro
cess.” he said adding “'the poli-
ties of words and speeches will
no longer work in this coun
Lry

Saifur Rahman said. the
COUNry s exports and imports

See Page 12 Col 3

Abu Dhabi will ask Interpol to
arrest, extradite Abedi

ABU DHABI. June 15 The
Abu Dhabi government will ask
Interpol to arrest two formes
offictals of the fafled BCCI bank
and send them to Abu Dhabi to
serve prison sentences
Attorney General Mohammad
Al-Dahiri said (oday. reports
Reuter

He said in a statement Abu
Dhabi wanted Interpol to ar
rest the 7]-year-old founder
of the Bank of Credit and
Commerce International
(BCCH Agha Hassan Abedi He
is reportedly in Pakistan. It
also wants Ziauddin Akbar
who Is serving a six-year sen
tence in Britain on BCC] re
lated charpes. to serve a sen-

tence in Abu Dhabi

Fakistan indicated in April
it would not extradite Abed:

Dahirt saxd they would soon
write to Interpol asking it to
extraclite Abedi and Akbar

AFP says, UAE authorities
are investigating offences by
more former BCCl executives
who have not been indicted
but barred from leaving the
country

Dahiri listed seven former
BCCl executives mostly
Pakistanis whom he sald were
released last year but barred
from leaving the UAE after
they found no evidence against
them in charges involving
fraud and other offences

“We are now discussing re-
ports by international experts
about those persons. We hope
we will soon complete investi-
gation of cases involving other
execMives in the BCC] who
were involved in criminal ar
tivities along with those con-
victed ve<terday whether they
are sk 'he LIAE or outside
i, b 10dd reporters

An Abn Dhabi eriminal court
on Tuesday semtenced 12 BOC |

executives to between three
and |4 years in prison for
charges involving fraud.

lorgery, dissipation of funds

and trregular allocation of divi
e

UNE 16, 1994

Govt ready to
raise grants
by S pc

By Staff Correspondent

Education Minister Jarmnir-
uddin Sircar has said the
government is ready to raise
its grants for Lhe non-
government teachers from 70
per cent to 75 per cent if they
call off their strike.

"We have accepted their

proposal and are ready to an-

'nnunm: a pay rise by five per
cent if they mesume work,”

Sircar told newsmen at his
parliament office yesterday
evening.

"We are also ready to dis-
cuss another five per cent rise
for the next vear,” he said
adding "their demand for rais-
ing the age limit to 70 years is
unrealistic and it is impossible
to accept this."

The teachers of non-gov-
ernment schools and colleges
have been on strike since April
18 to press home their four-
point demand including rais-
ing the government grant to

100 per cent from the existing

70 per cent and other benefits.
See Page 12 Col 2
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Teachers on'fast unto death'
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The striking teachers began a.'fast unto death’
Jatiya Press Club in the city yesterday.

.
¥

near the
— Star photo

The siriking teachers of
non-government schools and
colleges began -a ‘'fast unto
death’ in front of the Jatiya
Press Club yesterday while
their sit-in at the same venue
continued for the fifth day.

The teachers started an in-
definite. sit-in on Saturday
morning to press home their
four-point demand including
implementation of the national
pay-scale [or them.

A total of 744 teachers and
employees representing the
64 district partjicipated in the
fasting programme’' yesterday,
according to the Central
Liaison Commitiee of the
teachers. Besides, many others
continued the sit-in on the
day. Committee sources said
the number of participants in
the fasting gnd the sit-in pro-
grammes would increase today.

On the first day of the
fasting programme’ yesterday.
16 persons fell sick. Three, of
them were admitted to Dhaka
Medical College Fospitgl and
the others were given first aid
by the members of Bangladesh

See Page 12 Col 6

Accept demand, or
face violent
agitation, Hasina
warns govt

Awami League president
and Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament Sheikh Hasina
yesterday reiterated her re-
solve to continue agitation to
compel the ruling party to ac-
cept the Opposition demand
for a caretaker government,
reports UNB.

Explaining significance of
the Opposition's ultimatum to
the government for accepting
the demand for a caretaker
government by June 26, she
warned that its non-compli-
ance would trigger a violent
mass agitation throughout the
country to force the govern-
ment to accept it.

Hasima “was exchanpging
views with the editors ol na-
tional dailies and news agen-
cies at her Minto Road resi-
dence.

"We are _
tem which will allow people to
exercise their right of fran-
chise without any ceercion or
intimidation,” said the
Opposition leader while ex-
plaining the raison d'etre of
the demand for election under
a caretaker government.

"Democracy cannot be insti-
tutionalised unless and untjl
we are able to provide a built-
in mechanism by means of a
constitutional amendment to
enable people to exercise their
right te vote freely without any
threat or interference.”

The Awami League chief
asked why should a govern-

See Page 12 Col 4

| BDR-mob clash

in Lalmonirhat
leaves 24 hurt

LALMONIRHAT, June 15;
Twenty-four people, iricluding
18 IDR men, were injured in a
[lerce clash at Barobari hat in

sadar thana today, reports
LINR

Five of the BDR personnel
were admitted to the BDR
Hospital here with serious
head Injurtes and broken
hands

Witnesses and Bangladesh
Rifles sources said local people
gheraoed the BDR men when
they were seizing 50-60
maunds of Indian salt and
slarted beating them.

The driver of the BDR pick-
vp van Ned the scene and In
forined the BDR 15 battalion.
About 50-60 BDR men along-
with CO of the battalion Maj
Imran rushed to the spot.

See Page 12 Col 5

Gore praises
Islam

WASHINGTON, June 15: US
Vice President Albert Gore has
hailed Islam as a religion of
peace and tolerance and the
Islamic World as seeking unity
in diversity, reports FTI.

Gore. who was speaking al
the Islamic Centre in Washing-
ton after prayers marking the
beginning of the Islamic New
Year, greeted them with words
As-Salam Alaikum and

pointed out that Islam is the
[astest growing religion in the
United States

Gore described [slam as a
great religion which has a
great deal to teach all
such as the need for tnh.-rm
alongside faith

struggling for a sys- |

 Prokrichi plans series

of strikes from July

By Masud Hasan Khan

The country's prolessionals,
now observing a 72-hour work
abstention., may go for a series

of strikes starting from the -

ext month to press home
eir demands.

Sources in the Prokrichi-
BCS Central Action Council,
platforin of some 70 thousand
professionals, indicated last
night that there was a strong
possibility of launching a two-
hour work abstention from
July 26 until July 28,

The two-hour strike would
be followed by a three-hour
strike for one week in August
and a four-hour strike iIn
September. i

Besides, the doctors., engi-
neers, agriculturists, teachers
and 26 non-administrative BCS
cadre members are likely to
observe a hunger strike some-

time in September.

The professionals have
planned to observe a day-long
strike and hold a grand rally in
the capital in October.

The possible decisions were
discussed at a high-level meet-
ing of the "core group” ol the
Prokrichi Action Council in
Dhaka late last night.

The final announcement on
the future course of campaign
of the professionals would be
made today (Thursday) at a
grand rally at the Engineers
Institution premises.

Talking
last night, central leaders.of
the Prokrichi said they dis-
cussed the possibility of so-
cially boycotting the bureau-
crats in the administration
cadre,

See Page 12 Col 1

to The Daily Star

Cabinet body on
admin reforms

sits today
By Staff Correspondent

The cabinet committee on
administrative reforms in
scheduled to hold a special
meeting today at the
Secretariat cabinet room. ac-
cording to officials sources.

Headed by Communications
Minister Ol Ahmed. the
committee meels against the
backdrop of a three-day strike
bv professionals at the call of
Frokrichi-BCS Central Action
Committee, which ends today.

The committee was formed
in December last to recom-
mend changes in the civil
administration to make it
‘orderly, accountable and up to
cdate'. The ather members |

the commmittee are Commerce

Minister Shamsul Islam,
I'diycation Ministeéer
Jamiruddin Sircar., Health

See Page 12 Col 6
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