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12 Kurds killed in Iraq: Gunmen killed

12 mourners at the funeral of a Kurdish guerilla commander
in northern Ilraq on Monday while Iraqi Kurdish leaders held

peace talks in Turkey, Reuter reports from Ankara.

Safeen Dizayee, Ankara-based spokesman of the Kurdistan

Democratic Party (KDP) said fighters of the rival Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) had fired on a crowd mourning the
death of a KDP c8mmander. Osman Kader Munawwer, in

Suleimaniyah.

He said 12 people had been killed and 46 wounded in the

attack. PUK officials could not be reached for comment.

Palestinian policeman killed:

Unidentified assailants shot

and killed a Palestinian

policeman as he was on patrol near a Jewish settlement in
the southern part of the autonomous Gaza Strip, a Palestinfan
source said, AFP reports from Gaza City.

The 23-year-old policeman, whose name was not dis- :

closed, was struck in the chest near the Netzarim settlement.

the source added.

He was the first Palestinian police officer to be killed on
duty since Israeli troops withdrew from the West Bank town
of Jericho and much of the Gaza Strip in accordance with an
agreement signed May 4 in Cairo by Israel and the Palestine

Liberation Organisation.

Chinese flood death toll 58: 1. cnia

flooding in the south China prd¥ince of Guangdong has killed
58 people, injured 684 and stranded 440,000, the China
Business Times reported yesterday, Reuter reports from

Beijing.

It said heavy rains on June 8 and 9 struck six cities and 23
counties, including Zhanjiang, Maoming, Foshan, Yangjiang
and Guangzhou, affecting more than eight million people and
cultivated acreage of 530,000 hectares (1.31 million acres).

Total economic losses were 5.8 billion yuan (666 million
dollars) the newspaper said. It gave no other details.

Indian train derails, 6 hurt: ..

express train derailed in western India on Tuesday. injuring

six people, a news agency reported, AP says from New Delhi.
Nine coaches and two engines of the train fell over as it

travelled from New Delhi to Bombay, Press Trusl of India said.
The cause of the crash — which occurred in Ankleshwar.

300 kilometres (185 miles) from Bombay — was not immedi-

ately known,

Quake rocks East Java: s <o
earthquake rocked parts of East Java province early Tuesday,
but there were no immediate reports of damage or casualties,

the Meteorology and Geophysics Agency said. AP repdrts from

Jakarta

The quake struck at 4:04 am (0904 GMT Monday) with a
preliminary magnitude of 5.9, the same strength as one that

hit the same area June 3.

French HR activist dies: rau ez, -

prominent professor of medicine and human rights activist,
has died in Paris, his colleagues announced. He was 81, AP

reports from Paris.

In addition to his teaching career at various Paris medical

schools and hospitals,

Milliez wrote several books,

Carm-

paigned for abortion rights for French women. sought the re-
lease of Soviet political prisoners and marched with students
during the protests of May 1968.

Cong abandons bill to
curb CEC's powers

NEW DELHI"June 14: For
the second time this year, a
government official who is
leading a one-man crusade to
clean up Indian politics has
survived an attempt to clip his

. 1
ay. g
Congress Party abumnhg-
islation during a special ses-
sion of parliament that would
have reduced Chiel Election
Commissioner TN Seshan's
pawers by appointing two
more election commission=rs

with equal rank.

“We havent been able to
muster the two-thirds support

for this legislation.,” Minister of
State for Law and Justice HR
Bhardwaj ‘said in a speech be-
o fifiough the

Congress Party
has a narrow majority in the
legislature, the bill was a

tonstitutional amendment that

would have required a two-
thirds vote of ﬂw

if its had passed, Seshan.
who has infuriated politicians
by changing election rules as
an autonomous official. would
have had to persuade the two
new commissioners (o support
his reforms.

Elections are often violent
in India, a country that de-
scribes itselfl as the world's
largest democracy, and news
reports of impersonation and
intimidation of voters are
common.

On election days. gangs of
politically paid thugs often
walk into polling stations
where the rival party js ex
pected to win and literally
walk off with the ballot box

On Sunday, a group of six
prominent journaliste, aca-
demics and a retired Supreme

Cntmjudge urgﬂ:l pariliament

lo leave Seshan alone
"Anything that undermines the
autonomy and authority of the
Election Commission virtually
amounts to taking away the
right to vote of the poor,” they
said in a joint statement.

Seshan, who was appointed

- as chief election commissioner

in 1991 and is halfway through
is six-year term, has infuriated
politicians by blowing a whistle
on their corrupt activities,

In by-elections he has in-
creased police protection at
polling stations and invalidated
suspicious results, moves that
have increased voter turnout in
areas notorious for election vi
olence

Rocket duels kill
4 1n Kabul

KABUL. June 14: Rival Is
lamic groups dueled with
rockets and heavy artillery
throughout the night. and hos
pital officials said Tuesday that
at least four people were killed
and 52 injured, all of them
civilians, reports AP

One rocket flattened a small
mud house on the southern
outskirts of Kabul, killing a
young mother and her Lhree
year-old son. Another rocket
slammed into a home in cen
tral Kabul killing two chil
dren. hospital officials said

The duel was between
forces loyal to President
Burhanuddin Rabbani and his
arch rival, Prime Minister
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar

Since January 1, forces loyal
to Helkmatyar have been trying
to topple Rabbani, whose term
in office expires June 30

US, ROK, Ja
N Korean

SEOUL, June 14: The
United States, South Korea
and Japan — the prime back-
ers of sanctions against North
Korea over its nuclear pro-
gramme — all voiced strong
concern Tuesday over the
North's announcement it
would pull out of the UN nu-
clear watchdog group, reports
AP

The North's plan to quit the
International Atomic Energy
Agency, announced by the
communist state's official news
agency late Monday, would
make it virtually impossible to
check whether North Korea is
complying with an interna-
tional nuclear arms-control
pact it signed in 1985.

President Clinton and
Prime Minister Tsutomu Hata
discussed the development by
telephone Tuesday, and
Japan's Foreign Ministry said
Clinton told Hata the North's
move, if confirmed, would
make the situation much more
serious.

The IAEA, based in Vienna,

said Tuesday that North Korea
had not yet officially communi-
cated its intention to withdraw
from the 120-member organi-
sation. It said such notification
would have to be made f[or-
mally, in writing.

Agency spokesman David
Kyd said two inspectors were
still at the North's nuclear
complex at Yongbyon.

"They have not been asked
to leave the country as of to-

day,” he said.
In Seoul, South Korean
Foreign Minister Han Sung-joo

saild the prospects for dialogue
with the North had dimin-
ished.

"We have now run into a
critical juncture where deci-
sive and firm measures are
necessary.” he said.

Japan, in a Foreign Ministry
statement, said the North's
action "runs counter to the de-
sires of international society,"
and urged it to reconsider.

Top South Korean security
officials. meanwhile, met in

International e —
Fan concerned at
plan to quit IAEA

emergency session to discuss
the development, which
heightened tensions on the
Korean Peninsula. The two
sides’ 2 million troops are al-
ready on high alert.

After the two-hour security
meeting, Deputy Prime
Minister Lee Hong-Koo said
the North's move would only
strengthen international re-
solve to seek UN sanctions, a
process he predicted would
take two or three weeks.

South Korea and Japan,
much of which is within range
of missiles test-launched by
North Korea, have agreed, in
concert with the United
States, to push for punitiye UN
steps against the North that
would gradually increase in
severity.

Japanese coalition strategist
Ichiro Ozawa told reporters
that Japan had been asked to
stop remittances North
Korean residents in Japan, but
the Foreign Ministry said
Japan would not take any sepa-
.rate measures prior to United

Nations action.

. The North's move -Moriday
was seen as retaliation for the
first formal sanctions st it
over its nuclear prograinme
suspected of aiming to niake

‘nuclear weapons. The IAEA's

governing board voted Friday
to suspend 250,000 dollais in
non-medical technical aid to
North Korea.

Former US; President
Jimmy Carter, in Seoul for
talks, plans to visit North
Korea for four days starting
Wednesday as scheduled de-
spite the North Korean an-
nouncement, South Korea's na-
tional Yonhap news agency
said, quoting South Korean of-
ficials who met him.

South Korean newspapers,
quoting unnamed government
sources, reported today that
Carter, in meetings with North
Korean leaders, would con
US conditions for high-level
talks with the North on im-
proving ties, something the
North has long mu@t

e

Major pledges to

The Daily Star 5
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shake-up cabinet

LONDON, June 14: Batlered
Prime Minister John Major has
pledged to reshuffle his
Cabinet and to win Britain s
next general election after 'us
Conservative Party suffered its
worst defeat this centv.y in
European elections, reports
Reuter.

A jubilant Labour Party said
its victory in European parlia-
mentary polls répresented an
earthquake in the British polit-
ical landscape while the
Conservatives said a poor
turnout had caused a mid-term
blip from which they could re-
cover,

The Conservatives, deeply
unpopular after policy-u-turns
and stinging tax rises, blamed
lingering effects of recession
and barely concealed divisions
over Europe for their trounc-
ing but Major's own position
seemed no longer to be in
immediate danger.

Questioned about his lead-
ership, a defiant Major told
reporters: "l am still here. We
have a mechanism if people
wish to challenge in the au-

tumn, that's a matter for them.
I don't expect one. | will be
here waiting for it if there is
one, [ will beat it and 1 will be
here through and through the
general election (not due until

199?*."
Labour's Margaret Beckett

sald: "Results showed that the
mantle of trust has now passed
firmly to Labour. The people of
Britain are now turning to
Labour.”

Juhn Major

el

US President Bill Clinton (R) offers a

at the White House in Washington on Monday.

ast to Japanese Emperor Akihito during a state dinner

— AFP photo

JERUSALEM, June 14:
Chairman Yasser Arafat h-.l!!
told Israel in a letter that the
issue of Jerusalem should be
off the agenda for now, a
newspaper reported on Mon-
day. says Reuter.

The daily Haaretz said the
PLO leader had sent three let-
ters to Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin reaffirming his
commitment to peace and
proposing a lull in weeks of
bickering over the status of the
holy city.

Rabin confirmed to Israel
Radio that he received three
letters from Arafat but refused
o detail their contents other
than to say: "They don't touch
on anything but the agree-
ments and certain difficulties
as described by Arafat among
the Palestinian population In
the territories.”

Rabin added: "1 will answer
at Lthe appropriate time."

Haaretz said: "Arajfat re-
sponded to the demand Rabin
presented to him after the
publication of the (May 10)
speech and expressed anew

his cdmmitment to the peace
process

Rabin demanded the reaf
firmation after Arafat, in a May
|0 speech to Muslims at a
South Alfrican mosgue, called
lor a "Jihad" (holy war or
struggle] over Jerusalem.
which |srael says is its eternal
capital

In the letters. Arafat pro-
posed direct dialogue with Ra-
bin and asked [srael not to
hamper existing Palestinian

institutions in Arab East
Jerusalem, like PLO local
headquarters

The newspaper said senior

Vdefence and political officials

I

have decided to Bar Arafat
from Jerusalem when he visits

Yasser Arafat

Jerusalem off the agenda
for now, Arafat tells Rabin

the Palestinian self-rule area of
Jericho.

Israel has hinted strongly
that Arafatswould fiot be a_wel-
come visitor in Jerusalem but
has stopped short of saying he
will be barred.

In Tunis. Arafat said on
Monday that fanatical forces on
both the Israeli and Palestinian
sides would not be allowed to
impede the Middle East peace
process and urged Rabin to
maintain the “peace of the

"F"rnm here, 1 want to tell
Rabin, let us maintain the
peace of the brave and the
achievements of this peace for

our peoples. children and the
whole region.” he added.

AI blasts treatment of

inmates in US jail

LONDON, June 14: Amnesty
International criticised the
treatment of —~mates in a US
prison on Monday and called
for the urgent review of condi
tions it described as Inhuman
and degrading. reports Reuler

The international human
rights group said the standards
at Oklahoma state peniten
tiary's H-unit, which houses
death-row prisoners, were
"shocking”™ and in breach of
both US and international law

"Prisoners are confined Lo a
concrete world in which they
never see a blade of grass.
earth. trees or any part ol the
natural world.” the group said
in a statement.

"No prisoner should be con
fined long-term under these
conditions.”

Amnesty, which issued the
report after Its members vis-
ited the prisont in March, also
said some inmates had become
severely depressed in the unit,
which was opened in
November 199].

The unit has no alarm bells
and prisoners must talk to
guards through an intercom
system. Some prisoners have
complained that guards have
ignored requests for medical
attention and that mentally ill
patients received little psychi-
atric care

"The isolation and lack of
out-of-cell activities or any op-
portunity for work. education
or recreation programines can
have a detrimental effect on
the physical and mental health
of prisoners.” Amnesty said

including a

Harijan youth
beaten to
death in Bihar

NEW DELHI, June 14: An
"untouchable” Hindu youth was
beaten t6 death by a mob and
his higher caste wife stripped
and clubbed with burning logs
after they eloped, the Times of
India reported today, reports
AFP,

Mahavir Ravidas, who be-
longed to the Harijan, or
“untouchable” community —
the lowest rung in the Hindu
caste ladder — died a day after
he was assaulted by members
of the Kurmi caste who op-
yosed the marriage, the news-

paper said.

His wife, Malati Kurmi, was
publicly stripped and beaten
with flaming logs, it added.

The Times of India said the
incident occurred earlier this
month in a village in the east-
ern Indian state of Bihar and
that police reinforcements
have been sent to the town.

42 murdered
~1n Brazil

SAO PAULO. June 14:
Twenty-one people were shot
dead in separate execution-
style massacres in Sao Paulo
and 21 other people were
murdered in what police de-
scribed Monday as one of the
bloodiest weekends in the
city's history, Reuter reports
from Sao Paulo.

At least two of the mas-
sacres took place within a six-
hour period during a weekend
in which a total of 42 peaple
were murdered, Brazilian tele-
vision quoted police as saying.

Gunmen in Taboao Da Serra
on the outskirts of Sao Paulo
burst into a house early Sunday
and shot dead twelve adults,
75-year-old
woman. Most of the beodies

were found by police lying on
the floor with shots tngthe

head. .

Police said most of those
present had apparently been
smoking crack at the house,
The only surviveor was a five
month-old baby who was
spared by the killers.

In a separate attack Satur-
day night, three men entered a
house in [taim Paulista in east-
erni Sao Paulo and shot dead
six men who were having din-
ner together. A seventh man
was injured.

The victims were killed ex-
ecution-style after I::Hng
ordered to lie on the floor and
place their hands on their
heads According to the sur-
vivor, the killers had shouted
that they were police officers
when they burst into the
house,

Sao Paulo police discounted
any police involvement and
sald they were working on the
theory that these two mas-
sacres were revenge killings or
drug -related

Buckingham

Palace denies
report
LONDON, June 14: Buck-
ingham Palace dismissed as
“speculative gossip” on Monday
a report that Princess Anne is
being groomed for a role as
surrogate queen consort to her
brother Charles when he as-
cends the throne reports
Reuter
The Daily Express newspa-
per. quoting the royal house-
hold. said in a front-page
"exclusive” that the 43-year-
old princess was destined for
an increased role in the
monarchy to fill the vacuum
left by her brother's estranged
report was published to
coincide with Anne's elevation
on Monday to Britain's highest
order of chivalry, the Order of
the Garter, in honour of her
work for the monarchy and the
charities with which she is as-
sociated

Polls results spark political debate 1n

UNDATED., June |4 Euro
pean elections resulls sparked
domestic political debate in
major EU member states
Monday, but the poll appeared
unlikely to have much impact
on the balance ol power within
the union's parliament. reports
AFP.

The poll dealt a blow in par
ticular to Spains socialist
Prime Minister Felipe Gonza
lez. whose party was well
beaten into second place by
the right-wing Popular Party
while Britain's Conservatives
lost almost half their seats in
the Strashourg Assembly

But those looking to take
power elsewhere also saw
their hopes dashed. as ruling
parties in Germany. [taly and
lo a lesser extent France. saw
their domestic record largely
confirmed,. albeit by an apa
thetic electorate with turnoul
barely 50 per cent on average
across the |2 El) states

The big winner in the vote
German Chancellor
Kohl. whose Christian
Democrats, in power in Bonn
1982 confirmed they
have pulled out of a trough of
support by cruising past the
opposition Social Democrats
who were left once again to
ponder the implications of
their electoral failure

in Kkaly Prime Minister
Silvio Berlusconi saw suppori
climb for his Forza [talia Party
raising the prospect that he
will move to lighten control
over the other members of his
fractions rightwing coalition,

Was

Helmut

SINCC

notably Northern League
eader | 'mderto Bossi

The poll) the fourth direct
election te* the European
issembly gince 1979, was
argely dominated by such do-
mesti CEerns to the

European debate
the lack of gen
in the European

e Nment «
.-’:'r-f': i
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ters

eral in

parliament seen as largely
powerless despite an increase
in its powers since the imple
mentation last year of the
Maastricht Treaty on European

Undon — successive polls have
seen a steady decline in
turnout, starting at 63 per

cent in 1979, but slipping this
time to around 54 per cent
With final results still com
ing in, the socialist group
[Party of European Socialists|

appeared set to remain the
largest political clan in
Strasbourg. with 202 out of
567 seats an increase of four

on the outgoing pariliament

Conservatives and Christian
Democrats grouped under the
European People s Party (PPE]
was headed for 146 seats
down from the 162 they won
in the last Euro elections in
| 980

Yet no fewer than G
deputies who cannot be
grouped dirertly with either of

Lthese main formations are now
lo enter the assembly, mclud-
ing the Forza Nalia movement
which is debating whether to
join the PPE.

In France., two dissident
groups stood on their own
ticket® to scatter the French
vote and blur political alle-
giances on both the left and
right less than a year ahead of
presidential elections,

The ruling centre-right
coalition. which stood on a
joint ticket to try to build a
united front ahead of next
years poll and minimise difl-
lerences regarding European
union. will have to contend
with deputies from a rightwing
renegade group led by Philippe
de Villiers,

His list, which took some
|3 per cent of the vote, is viru-
lently opposed (o Lhe
Maastricht Treaty on European
undon.

The left vote was also split

between the Socialist Party list
under presidential hopeful
Michel Rocard and business
man Bernard Tapie. who
shrugged off court actions on
alleged financial impropriety
to snatch 11 per cent of the
vole.

The result had by Monday
already unleased skirmishing
within the Socialist Party over
its presidential nomination

In Germany. soundly beat-
ing the social democrats just
four months ahead of legisla
tive elections did not provide
Chancellor Kohl's centre-right
majority with complete satis
faction.

As social democratic leader
Rudoll Scharping pondered
the likelihood of needing sup-
port from the Greens to win
power in Bonn in October.
Kohl was left to rue the fact
that his ally. the Free
Democrats, failed to obtain the
five per cent needed to gain

|

Ghali for stronger

TUNIS, June 14: The UN
chief executive on Monday told
a summit of the Organisation of
African Unity (OAU) that the
world failed embattled
Rwanda, and pleaded for
closer cooperation between
the OAU and the United
Nations, reports AFP. -

Addressing some 40 African
heads of state on the first day
of the annual OAU gathering,
UN Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali said that the
ethnic in Rwanda was
a bitter failure, not only for the
United Nations, but for the in-
ternational community as a
whole.

He thanked 11 African na-
tions for expressing readiness
to help boost the UN mission

in Rwanda to 5,500 men-
Bouiros-Ghali said a solution

to the crisis in Rwanda lay “in
further negotiations within the

OAU-UN relations

framewerk of the. Arusha
agreement,” under which the
mainly Hutu Rwandan govern-
ment agreed last August to

i?-l'lzv.r«a- ower with rebels,
g_','ptlan UN leader

said lhal a "real political part-
nership is now being estab-
lished between our two organi-

sations, aimed at ntain
peace in Africa an aw:r[!l

what seems to be the fate of
our continent -— to be a victim
of bloody confrontations be-
tween people who ought, in

fact. to be moving towards
unity.” £

The most upbeat aspect of
his speech concerned the pro-

cess of "reconciliation and
faith in the future of South

Africa." which formally became
the 53rd member nation of the
OAU on Monday as President
Nelson Mandela took up his
seat at the body's 30th sum-
mit.

OAf th 1e Record

Bill runs out of steam
during morning jog

WASHINGTON: It might have been the humidity. Or it

could have been jet lag. Whatever the problem was, President
Clinton ran out of steam during his morning jog Monday,

reporis AP.

After a quick start that left the air-conditioned press van
behind. Clinton stopped often on his"usual route, clearly tired
as he chatted with tourists and fellow joggers. He thrilled one
family as he paused to shake their hands in front Df the
Capitol. leaving the mother starting at her hand.

Clinton finally gave up the run in front of the Smithsonian
Museum ol American history. walking the rest of the way to

the White House.

For Clinton. who spent last week in Europe, the weather
could have dampened his enthusiasm. At 7 am. about the time
he set out on the jog, the temperature already was 72 F{22 C)
and the humidity was 100 per cent.

Grandma completes degree
started 4 decades ago

EUGENE. Oregon: It took 14 years and countless missed
lunches before a university secretary finally completed what
she started four decade ago: her college education, reports -
AP -

"It feels so good to have accomplished this.”
commencement

Hunsaker, 50, said during

Diane
ceremonies

Sunday at the University of Oregon. where she received her
degree, with honours. in psychology. .

Mrs Hunsaker started college as a teenager. but left school
when her husband was drafled in 1960. She returned to the

classroom in
turned 7

1980 after the youngest ol her flive children

Since then, she has taken classes during her lunch break.
Her husband. Frank, said he often found his wife studying late
at night, wrapped in a blanket on the floor. Sometimes, she
fell asleep with her head on the book.

“It seems like it's been a long time in some respects and

not in others "

Mrs Hunsaker said "But when you think about

the fact that your youngest daughter is a mother now. it puts

it into perspective ”

Mrs Hunsaker's youngest daughter is 21 and the mother of
a newborn daughter who was christened Sunday — just before

andma's graduation

EU member states|

seals in Strasbourg

In Britain. the opposition
Labour Party ran away with the
contest, snaitching three
guarters of the 87 seats up for
grabs.

But John Major s conserva
tives managed to avoid total
"meltdown” predicted in May
earlier opinion polls. by cling
ing on to about 20 seats and
characterized the results as
the start of the party's recov

The Liberals won their firsi
two seats ever al Strasboug
but failed to achieve a real
breakthrough.

Spain's socialist suffered a
haemorrhage of support in the
wake of scandals surrounding
Gonzalez's administration. The
Conservative Popular Party
which won 28 seats in
Strasbourg, six more than the
socialists, called for a vole of
confidence. but Gonzalez
brushed the demand aside

Russia to cut
army by Oct

MOSCOW, June 14. Three

days after President Boris
Yeltsin said more army troops
must be let go, Defence

Minister Pavel Grachev said
Mondav that new cuts will re-
duce the army to !.9 million by
October, reports AP

Girachev said an appropriate
directive has been sent to the
troops already. the Interfax
news agency reported.

There currently are 2.2
million servicemen in Russia's
armed forces, Interfax said

In a nationally telecast news
conference last Friday, Yeltsin

sald: "The army should be
more aclive in culting the
number of servicemnen. | can-

not understand their indeci-
sion. We cannot, sociely today
cannol maintain a 3 million-
strong army’ — the size of the

| Soviet army



