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It is an Educational Crisis

It has dragged on for two and a hall months.
The arithmetic of misfortune reads appalling.
More than two lakh non-government secondary
school and college level teachers keeping awa
from educational institutions means that 80 la
students are going without the benefit of their
teaching, ﬁiven the rather loosely calculated 1 is
to 40 teacher: pupil ratio in our country.

The SSC tests, the first major series of public
examinations, were conducted chaotically without
the professional supervision of trained teachers.
Moreover, the marking of scripts, which is the
essence of what examinations are all about, is in
novice hands. The evaluation process is bound to
be suspect because it has admittedly miscarried.
Even so, for rating the scripts we still perhaps
have a leeway to make over the responsibility to
expert hands, if the teachers work-abstention
can be brought to an end soon enough. This
aspect of examinations being derailed has been
spotlighted in this column twice before. It bears
repetition, specially because the HSC examina-
tions are due in August. Should determined ef-
forts be wanting to resolve the crisis forthwith,
we will have two successive series of public exam-
inations squarely spoilt.

A close look at the origin and development of
the crisis convinces one that it is more a mis-
handling of the issue rather than the impossibility
of meeting the teachers' demands that has
brought us to this pass. The teachers’ four-point
list of demands boils down to seeking comparable
benefits with those being received by government
school and college teachers. That this calls for a
gradualistic approach cannot be in question and
all concerned must be knowing it at the heart of
their hearts. Whatever gap there is in the posi-
tions taken by the government and the teachers’
liaison committee is a matter of details. So, the
difference is not unbridgeable. The point is: a
highpowered committee set up earlier had
submitted its recommendations on the teachers
demands, which await implementation.

Now, in choosing negotiators from the teach-
ers' side the Education Ministry allegedly pre-
ferred to talk to a particular group of teachers
which made the liaison committee, representing
the vast majority of teachers, feel ignored. Thus
basically due to a less-than-comprehensive ad-
ministrative approach, particularg' at the earl
stages, that the issue subsequently snowballe
and even acquired a political dimension. In a
matter so grave, having to do with the resump-
tion of education in so many schools and colleges,
we would have thought that tactic hadn't got the
better of our best judgement. Then imagine the
lathi charge on teachers.

Now, the teeming multitude of students and
their parents are least interested in the recrimi-
1::Lat+|::-r{l political gamesmanship. The teachers
who hit the streets coming from nooks and
crannies of the country are respectable people
suffering a good deal as has been poignantly un-
derscored by the fatal heart attack which took
the life of Head Master Shahjada Sikdar. We want
an end to all this. From sit-in through a massive
procession to a half-day hartal, this has been
enough of an escalation . The leaders of the tea-
chers’' community have presented a memoran-

dum before the Speaker of the Jatiya Sangsad
opening a line of communication, of their own
volition, for some meaningful talks with tlie
Prime Minister. Let the Prime Minister's inter-
vention put a brake on the deteriorating situa-
tion.

An Enormous Loss

According to a report carried in a vernacular
daily, at least six southern districts have been
facing a problem of chronic malnutrition suffered
particularly by mothers and children there. So
widespread and pervasive has the nutritional de-
ficiency become that no less than 200 patients
falling. prey to it come everyday to seek remedy
for their problems at the outdoor of each of the
district hospitals. A non-governmental survey
has arrived at the conclusion that diseases caused
by nutritional deficiency and the rate of child
death this year have gone up compared to last
year. ;

Now two things are noticeable here. Mothers
and children are the wdtst victims. Secondly,
there is a rising trend of malnutrition and the
diseases that bear a direct relation to it. The re-
port has concentrated on a particular area in the
south of the country and has come up with an
alarming finding (or is it alarming in this coun-
try?). In fact discrimination between man and
woman is nothing new here. Children, weak as
they are, are no exception. In poor societies, the
woman and the girl child are discriminated
against even in the distribution of food amon
family members. And normally, the availability o
food in required quantity and quality for all chil-
dren is an impossible proposition.

Clearly, in societies where there are no social
benefits for mothers and children, the problem
becomes really acute. And there is no reason to
think that the south of the country is the only
Flar‘:e to have faced such a crisis owing to lack of
ood and nutrition. The majority of our rural pop-
ulation suffer from this shortage. It is not t);r
nothing that a United Nations report recently
made a most startling revelation that on an aver-

e people in Bangladesh are growing four inches
shorter now. It does not require expert knowl-
edge to tell that the cause of this sudden fall in
height is the poor quality of food.

The average fall in Lﬁrc;wth by four inches could
not be possible had the majority population had
enough nutritious food to eat. In fact, only a for-
tunate few are making the most of eve ing at
the cost of such widespread deprivation. Social
Justice has become the first casualty. Today ev-
eryone seems to have turned a blind eye to this
enormous national loss. The politicians and pol-
icy-makers appear to be least concerned about
its implications. Otherwise, the poor man's plight
would not be made still worse by allowing profit-

mongers to deal in low quality and adulterated
consumer items of daily necessity.

Unless this trend is reversed we surely will
head for a catastrophe. Perhaps a social welfare
benefit for mothers and children of the most vul-
nerable class can be considered a short-term ur-
gent measure. But for a long-term solution to the
problem, a structural reform will be in order. All
these measures then have to be integrated into
the family planning package programme.

" happened

Window on Horrors of Bosnia

How Long will UN and Western Leaders Play with Fire?

by AMM Shahabuddin

HEN Rome was bur
W ning, only one Nero
was fiddling. But when

ania-Herzegovina has been
burning. lor the last two years,
several of our 20th century
Neros are not only fiddling but
also are playing with fire. The
horror stories of a new Ho-
locaust have unfolded during
the last iwo years Lthe unen-
ding savagery let loose by the
Serbian hordes, through mass

massacre, genocide, mass
rapes, loot, plunder and
destruction.

Recently hell was let loose
in Gorazde, one of the six so-
called UUN- designated “safe
havens” for the Bosnian Mus
lims. This was not the first
time that a so-called safle
haven was raided and de-
stroyed. they had done so in
the past with several other
sale havens. When these safe
areas were created by the UN,
it was opposed by the Bosnian
authorities who maintained
that without the matching fire-
power of ground forces, such
areas would be killing fields
for the Muslims and UN would
be an accomplice to that mas-
sacre. That is exactly what
in Gorazde. The
Serbs targeted these areas as
Muslim “ghettos” and they de-
stroyed these. When their mis-
sion was over. like good boys
they signed the cease fire
agreement and pulled back
Not only that. They got the pat
from the UN representative
Akashi for their compliance
with the agreement. What a
mockery! What a shame!

The Serbs who roughly con-
stitute 30% of the total popula-
tion, had already occupied
70% of the territory, accord-
ing a set plan, to terrorie the
Muslims and thereby hasten
their operation of “ethnic
cleansing”. So what they did in
Gorazde was just the re-run’ of
their past performance.

Knowing fully well that
65.000 Muslim residents were
unarmed and helpless, the
Serbs attacked the city with
tanks, guns and other heavy
weapons to annihilate the pop-
ulace. Earlier, they mocked at
UN threats and NATO air

strikes. Rather took UN sol-

diers as prisoners of hostages,
shot down two British fighter
planes and overran a UN arms
depot and took away heavy
weapons, including anti-air-
craft guns. When such an oper-
ation of the Serbs was going
on, where was the UN or
NATO? Perhaps all in deep
slumber. When the Serbs com-
pleted their mission. came the
UN warning to withdraw their

forces. They Immediately
complied. This sort of duplic-
ity on the part of UN was bit-
terly criticised by the Bosnian
Prime Minister alleging that
UN or NATO didn't come for
ward when they were needed
most .

The gquestion is who gave
the Serbs such a free hand to
commit genocide, massacre
and mass rapes when they
started the game two years
back? The famous American
columnist Anthony Lewis of
the New York Times taking
part in a debate on Bosnia,
called George Bush a "gutless
wimp” for "letting the Serbs
overrun Bosnia”". He further
pointed out that this "gutless
wimp took half a million
Americans to war to liberate
Kuwait. He did because of oil ,
O-1-L. the famous three let-
tered word.”

Serbs: Lairs, Cheats and
Scoundrels

During the last two years or
80, the Serbs had killed more

forever. That's the dictum they
believe in.

Clinton's Policy and
Europe

President Clinton from the

beginning has tried to evolve
his Bosnian policy. During his
campaign as a presidential
candidate, he said in August
that. "History has shown that

you can't allow mass extermi-
nation of people and just sit by
and watch it happen.” Within
three months of his assuming
office, Clinton gave his policy
a proper shape. His Bosnian
policy emerged as a two-fold
plan to meet the situation in
Bosnia which was going every
day from bad to worse. It was
"to exempt the Bosnian gov-
ernment from arms embargo.”
and "use of air attacks on Ser-
bian positions to keep them
away from grabbing more
lands.” Exactly a year ago, on
May 1, Secretary of State War-

Let them take off their benevolent masks and

pher flew to Europe, the Ser-
bian leader Radovan Karadzia
who had been opposing the
Vance-Owen plan on some piea
or other, suddenly arrived in
Athens to sign the plan

What a timely Volte Face
(Guess who were the back-
ground musicians). The whole
scenario changed overnight,
rather abruptly. The trump
card was laid to thwart Clin-
ton's move. Following the
change in the whole scenario.
the major European powers
and Russia came forward to
provide forces to implement
Vance-Owen plan te divide
Bosnian into ten provinces,
giving major portion to the
Serbs at the cost of the
Bosnian Muslims.

So Warren Christopher was
made an "April Fool” on May 1!
Clinton had to calm down with
his proposal when new peace
prospects were shown to him.
But more was in the offing for

errunent has. however, taken a
do or die vow against the
Serbian onslaughts not to
submit to the notorious west-
ern plan to divide Bosnia and
thereby cripple the Bosnian
Muslims for good

New efforts are again afoot
for the solution of the Bosnian
impasse. If the European lead-
ers can't tolerate a "lone” Mus-
lim state in Europe, they
should speak it out. Let them
talwe off their benevolent
masks and openly side with
the Serbian dream of a
Greater Serbia. They should
give up their double-role of
"hunting with the hounds and
running with the hares.” An
open enemy is better than a
disguised one

Policy of Appeasement:
Danger Ahead
In fact. the peolicy of ap-
peasement has never been able
to stop aggression nor a devas-
tating war. History is replete
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openly side with the Serbian dream of a Greater Serbia. They

should give up their double-role of "hunting with the hounds and running with the hares.” An open enemy is

h#erthaqndiq:_iwdm.

than 200,000 men, women
and children, raped thousands
of women and destroyed prop-
erty worth billions of dollars
just to force the Muslim gov-
ernment of Bosnia to surren-
der, sign on the dotted line
dictated by them. The Sarajevo
government has been put on
the hooks but they have not
broken down before the en-
emy. History has rare instances
where a minority eommunity
of 30% tries to physically an-
nihilate a majority community
and occupy 70% of its terri-
tory, dictating terms of sur-
render. Of course, this can
happen if the minority com-
munity gets unending flow of
arms, ammunitions, food and
logistics from their “godfa-
thers” to further the cause of
establishing a "Greater Serbia”.
As a tactical measure, the
Serbian leaders had signed
not one or two., but in-
numerable ceasefire agree-
ments only to break them one
by one according to their
strategy or as a ploy. Former
US Secretary of State, Mr.
Weinberger. in a CNN inter-
view last year described the
Serbs in three words. They
are: “Liars, cheats and
scoundrels,” he said. So there
is nothing to be overjoyous
over another ceasefire, cease-
fire may come and ceasefire
may go. But the Serbs go nn

ren Christopher took off for
Europe, after a four-hour pol-
icy session in Washington, to
sell the Clinton idea to his Eu-
ropean allles and Russian,
although Clinton knew well
that the European Ileaders
were sharpening their own
weapons to cut Clinton to his
proper size. As Clinton
wanted cooperation of Euro-
pean leaders, he was even
ready to meodify his plan. But
the "European gang" was
pulling on the opposite direc-
tion on the plea that the Bri-
tish and French ground forces
would be the targets of Serb
retaliation. At his stage, the
Bosnian President Alija
pleaded for withdrawal of the
British and French forces to
facilitate the Bosnian army to
re-arm itself for defence. But
“the gang” had something else
under their sleeves. The show
was on and they played the
magic at the most appropriate
time. There is no doubt that
the European Ileaders are
dragging Clinton's foot,
thereby strengthening the
hands of the Serbs. The Iron
Lady of Great Britain, former
British Prime Minister, Mar-
garet Thatcher has rightly said:
"By failing to take action
against Serbian aggression,
Britain. France and the rest
are accomplices Lo it."

COn May 1. the day Christo-

the world to witness. There
was another unexpected volte-
face by the Serbian leaders.
This time it was done by the
so-called self-styled Parliament
of the Serbs. They totally re-
jected the Vance-Owen plan as
they were reluctant to hand
over an inch of occupied land
to the Bosnian government.
But to further complicate
things., the Serb parliament
decided to put the issue to a
referendum. although the re-
sults of the referendum were a
fore-gone conclusion. At this
Clinton was "dumb-founded,”
sald a Time magazine

despatch. So Christopher, as a
stupefied diplomat, returned

to Washington almost empty-
handed. And the problem re-
turned to square one. It was
clear that the European lead-
ers would never accept the
Clinton proposal as they were
dead against both the lifting of
the arms embargo on Bosnia
and launching of air strikes on
the Serbian positions. Since
then there has been no con-
crete progress to save Bosnia
from total destruction. Clinton,
however, openly expressed
his opposition to the way
Bosnia was being vivisected
and given to Serbs, Croats and
the Muslims. That would give
the lfon's share to the aggres-
sor Serbs. But that's the way

. the Buropeans want to solve

with such instances. Had it
been so. former British Prime
Minister Neville Chamberlain
would have been the must suc-
cessful peace negotiator and
peace-maker and the world
could have been saved from
the catastrophe of World War
1. In 1938, Chamberlain and
his French counterpart Dal-
adier offered Czechoslovakja
to Hitler on a silver plate just
to appease him. But within a
year the world was plunged
into a War that Hitler wanted
to meet his hunger for more
and more land. To put an end
to that nightmare, the Allied
powers had to use the atom
bomb for the time.

So from here where do we
go? perhaps the European
leaders would stop fiddling
when the entire Muslim popu-
lation is totally "cleansed” from
Bosnia. If the future of Europe
is left in the hands of Euro-
pean leaders, this is bound to
happen. The signals are obwvi-
ously ominous. At this critical
juncture of history, will Amer-
ica also "Just sit by and watch”
the "mass annihilation” of a
population. History will not
pardon America, the only su-
per-power left, for such a cow-
ardice role.

After the failure of the

Christopher mission to Eu-
rope last year, an US Adminis-
tration official gave a nice re-

sume of the situation. He was
reported to have said that it
was not surprising that the
Serbs concluded that “we
were bluffing” (of air strikes),
so they voted against Athens
agreement. Putting emphasis
on America taking leadership,
he said: "As it is, we looked
like beggars (before the Euro-
pean leaders|. when we know
from experience that the allies
will fall in line if we toughly
set out what we are going to
do. This business of the Presi-
dent saying "we can't lead if
the allies won't follow™ ignores
the lessons of the past 40
i

US Leadership on Trial

The Summum bonum of
this is that the US policy
should not be tinged by the
vested interests of others. The
US as a world policeman
should lead. and not be led.
The famous US colummist
Anthony Lewis said last year:
"Credibility is undermined if
petty tyrants treat the US with
contempt and get away with it.
And that is exactly what the
Serbian leaders are doing in
Bosnia.” Mr. Lewis posed the
most vital question: "Se what
should Clinton do in Bosnia?"
There is only one answer, he
said, and "Hiding from it will
not work, that is to use Ameri-
can military force.” So Clinton
should be bold enough to take
the lead, under UN banner, to
dislodge the Serbian aggres-
sors from the forcibly occupied
territories of an independent
and state and give it
back its staius guo on the
world map. But if America
submits to the imperialistic
formula of Vance-Owen for
vivisection of Bosnia and re-
ward the aggressors, that
‘would open the flood-gates for
future aggression by powerful
forces on weak nations. Will
the UN also go the League of
Nations way? Or, will it stand
by its much-proclaimed char-
ter. At this cross-roads of his-
tory, only US can show the

way.

There has been much mis-
use or wrong use of the UN
during the Reagan-Bush
regime. Let there be a proper
use of the UN this time during
Clinton Administration to pun-
ish the aggressors and ensure
the integrity, independence
and sovereignty of a member-
state of the UN. Clinton would
then be recognised in history
;:ba Big President doing a Big

The writer is a retireti UN
official, .

India-Pakistan Nuclear Tension — a Road to Disaster

by Md Akramuzzaman

cal context, the existing

nuclear tension between
India and Pakistan has reached
a level at which they might en-
danger the most remarkable
political stability and peaceful
atmosphere in the South Asian
region.

After the long four-plus
decades of division left by
Britain, the two neighbours
have developed a large pile of
nuclear weapons to deter at-
tacks by one against the other.
Both the countries are also ei-
ther believed to have manufac-
tured nuclear weapons or
could easily take the steps in
time of severe conflict in that
direction. In 1974, India con-
ducted a unclear test ostensi-
bly for peaceful purposes
Canada supplied the nuclear
reactor and the United States
provided sufficient heavy water
needed to run the reactor. The
US, France, Britain and China
had entered the nuclear Club
between 1945 and 1965. Many
observers believe that India al-
ready possesses al least 60 Lo
70 nuclear weapons.

I N the post-cold war politi

Pakistan possesses at least 5 —
6 nuclear weapons since the
early 1980s. Many nuclear
specialists opine that a lethal
nuclear weapon can be devel-
oped without testing like the
type of atomic bomb dropped
on Hiroshima during the
Second World War which had
never been tested.

In the early days of 1990,
the two countries reached a
precipice over Kashmir when a
simmering campaign for inde-
pendence erupted into a full
scale guerilla war between
Indian security forces and the
Kashmiri Muslims. Pakistan
reportedly had its F-16 fight-
ers which could be fitted with
nuclear weapons.

When the cold war reached
its pinnacle in 1950s, tension
arose even in South Asia and
its security was threatened by
the super powers' expansion-
ism. Later, due to US involve-
ment with Pakistan and Soviet
involvement with India during
the Liberation War of
Bangladesh in 1971, the bal-
ance of power was maintained
in this region but with the ex-

defeat of West Pakistan the
power balance was again dis-
turbed that ultimately con-
vinced the US of the need to
maintain closer relationship
with Pakistan and smaller state
like Pakistan chose to remain
with in the US security um-
brella. The Afghan situation
pushed Pakistan and the VSA
closer to each other. India had
a great concern over the pre-
vailing situation, but the Soviet
Union and the VSA vied with
each other to maintain influ-
ence in South Asia and the
Indian Ocean, which grew
sensitive with the installation
of naval bases.

At the same time India,
which has the world's seventh
largest fleet of sub-marines
and fourth largest military ca-
pability had already been
tempted to dominate South
Asia and South West part of
Indian Ocean through its naval
power. Moreover, due to the
rapid communist expansion-
ism in the neighbouring West
Asia specially in Afghanistan in

of the region were threatened
which led Pakistan to aspire
for acquiring and building up
high-tech defence capabilities.
Thus the emerging security
structure of South Asia bore
portents of de-stabilization and
destruction. It was almost an
imperative for both parties-
India and Pakistan-to enter
into co-existence with the US
and Soviet Union for mainte-
nance of power balance and
thereby to ensure their secu-
rity and the security of South
Asia as well,

In the late 1980s,
Washington dramatically in-
creased the supply of heavy
war machinery and modern
weapons to [slamabad for back-
ing the Afghan Mujahidin
fighters against the Soviet in-
stalled government of presi-
dent Nazibullah. At the same
time, the Soviet Union of
continued to serve as an im-
portant arms supplier to India.

Later, with the triumph of
US guided Mujahidin fighters
in the Afghan war and the

battleground in 1989, the US
policy toward Pakistan abruptly
reversed course consequently,
in the early 1980s, US started
aggressively intervening with
Pakistan to prevent her from
developing nuclear weapons
which it had obtained secretly
from France under a military

agreement in 1957.
Furthermore, Washington
made a strong bid to persuade

Islamabad not to take the [ate-
ful step which reportedly

threatened to sever the diplo-
matic ties with Washington.
Since 1986, due to the contin-
uation of Pakistan's nuclear
programme, US suspended
economic and military aid to
Pakistan squeezing it to roll
back the programme US offi-

- clals believe that Pakistan for

several years had secretly been
building nuclear weapons by
importing nuclear technology
and materials from neighbour-
ing China even. China has
made it dear to the US that it

would never be a nuclear ex-

porting country. Since the
India-China war of 1962 China
had maintained close ties with

With the break-up of Soviet
Union and the demise of cold
war, US policy in South Asia
appears to be to prevent war
and avert nuclear arms race in
the subcontinent. US would
also like to broadly expand its
trade in the region, conductive
to its economic goals. She may
seek a cohesive SAARC (South
Asian Association for Regional
Co-operation) that is friendly

to the US.
Today. emotional tension

and mutual suspicion between
India and Pakistan have

swollen like a tidal wave
sweeping over the relations

between the two neighbouring
countries which may ultimately
move towards a nuclear clash if
the trend is not reversed

firmly. To avoid the disaster,
both the countries should act

with caution staying away from
misunderstanding that would
hurt‘thcm both. They must
realise that an improvement in

their bilateral ties will not only
be good for them it will also

create stable conditions in the

whole of South Asia.
The writer is a student of
International Relations,

It is also suspected that  perience of war specially the 1979. the security guide-posts  Soviet withdrawal from the  Pakistan. Dhaka University.
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Sheikh Hasina's
pledge

Sir, Awami League chief and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina in
her recent parley with the rep-
resentatives of the Federation
of Bangladesh Shopowners
Association disclosed that she
would try to avoid hartals in
future to safeguard the inter-
ests of the business commu-
nity. She, however, argued in
favour of hartals for adequate
state-media coverage which we
feel should be the prime con-
cern of the ruling BNP at the
moment.

Sheikh Hasina told the
business delegation that hartal
was the only means to convey
her message directly to the
countrymen. She alleged that
national electronic media like
radio and television were fully
controlled by the ruling party
leaving little scope for the
Opposition to project its views.

What the Leader of the
Opposition had sounded is not
totally unfounded. Neither it
can be judged as an isolated
phenomenon under the exist-
ing political turmoil as a sequel
to which the Opposition is still
boycotting the sessions of the

Jatiya Sangsad.

It is pertinent to mention
that the people had to struggle

relentlessly for nine years to
‘¢t up a stable democratic
system in the country which
had paved the way for BNP to
come to power. And the peo-
ple had an expectation that the
media (specially the elec-
tronic) should be free to invite
both the ruling and the
Opposition leaders to a com-
mon platform of development
and thus forge a consensus. But
in reality it has failed to do so.
The coverage of the Opposition
by BTV is frustrating. It is
highly regrettable that the
views expressed by the Leader
of the Opposition Sheikh

. covered by

Hasina #s never adequately

the state media.
Sometimes, it becomes diffi-

cult to realise that there is the
existence of a political
Opposition in the country.

'  Bereft of media coverage as

deserved by the ition
Leader, if she says gﬂzni?artal
is the only way to convey her
message to the people she may
not be taken amiss.

The government should,
therefore, take steps to extend
the duration of the TV cover-
age of the Opposition leaders
in general and Sheikh Hasina
in particular, to desist the lat-

ter from calling hartals repeat-
edly.

Atiqul Karim
41/14 A Jigatala, Dhaka.

"Laws that permit in-
equality’

Sir, | have gone through the
article of Ms Nazmun Ara
Sultana under the caption
‘Laws that permit inequality’
published in your esteemed
daily of March 26. Ms Sultana
has cited some examples of
inequality in our laws, particu-
larly the Muslim Law of
Inheritance which determines
inter-alia the shares of male
and female in the properties
left behind by a deceased.

The writer mentions that
under the prevailing Muslim
Law of Inheritance female's
share in property is much
lesser than her male counter-
part. Such as, on the death of
father and mother, daughter

gets half of the share of son.
On the death of husband, wife
gets one eighth of the property
left, while on the death of wife,
husband gets one-fourth of the
wife's property etc. The
writer, in the concluding lines
of her article, has urged upon
the voluntary organizations to
raise women s consciousness
to remove these and other
inequalities between male and
female.

In our law of Inheritance, a
discrimination apparently see
ms to be present in the
distribution of property be-
tween a man and a woman but
virtually this cannot be termed
as 'discrimination’ if we take
into account other related fac-
tors.

In our society, father is re
sponsible for catering to the
basic needs of his minor sons
and daughters, but mother has
no such responsibility to bear.
Wife can lawfully claim her
subsistence and shelter from
her husband. but husband can-
not claim so from his wife_ It is
logical, therefore, that the sex
that shoulders the liabilities of

the family should be provided
with shares larger than that of
the sex which does not shoul-
der so. Muslim Laws of
Inheritance, we know, are
based on the dictates of the
Holy Quran, which is a blessing
to the mankind irrespective of
man and woman. We should
not: forget that it is the Holy
Quran which virtually picked
we women folk from the vilest
position in the days of igno-
rance and has upgraded their
status to that due for them.
Learned Judge Ms Sultana
should, therefore, refrain from
speaking against the laws
which have religious sanction.

M A Sobhan
Tikka Para, Mohammadpur
Dhakaa

Discovery of uranium
in Sylhet

Sir, This refers to a news
itemm published in your es-
teemed daily on June 5, re-
garding discovery of high
grade uranium at Fultala,
Moulvibazar In the greater
Sylhet district. We congratu-
late the people of Sylhet in
general and the Bangladesh
Atomic Energy Commission in
particular on the discovery of

the valuable mineral.
In fact, as far back as In the

year 1985 we heard about the
discovery of uranium in Sylhet
but nothing practical has been
done as yet to exploit it.

It may also be recalled that
as far back as in the year 1974
Bangladesh Atomic Energy
Commission set up a pilot
plant in Cox's Bazar for the ex-
ploration, research and survey
of valuable minerals zircon, ru-
tile, elmenite, garnet. mag-
netite and monazite etc known
as 'back-gold’ but nothing
pragmatic has been done so far
for the utilisation of the min-
erals. In the meantime, mil-
lions of tons of valuable miner-
als have been lost and continue
to be washed away by sea wafer
and tidal bore year after year.

[t appears that there is no
dearth of valuable minerals in
our country but we are very
much lacking in utilising
those, for our carelessness.
The beach minerals in the
coastal areas, spread over from
Teknaf to Kuakata and valued
at billions of dollars, can be
economically used by indige-
nous method, instead of being
lost in the sea, but, it seems,
Bangladesh Atomic Energy
Commission and our authori-
ties concerned are still sitting
idle

O H Kabir
Dhaka- | 203



