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Holding the Priceline

Just prior to the budget announcement, prices
of daily necessities soared in a blanket apprehen-
sjion that new taxes and tariffs were in the offing.
This has proved to be a figment of mischievous
imagination. If the upward curve in prices pre-
lude to the two Eids could be somewhat put down
to the rising demands, even though the supplies
were replenished double-quick, there was no
question, by contrast, of a demand-push rise in
prices as far as the pre-budget ambience went.
This is what everybody including the wholesale
and retail traders know for a fact. And yet the
consumers are not spared a raw deal before any
budget presentation.

What is even worse, the upswing of pre-budget
prices has not tapered off despite a clear-cut dis-
closure made in the budget about duty rebates
and waivers on a number of consumables. Yes, the
new tariff structure will take time to make its
positive impact felt on the priceline but the very
fact that the fear about fresh taxes has been al-
layed should by now have had the traders revert
to their previous price tags.

Going over the duty or tariff structure, con-
tained in the budget proposals for 1994-95, one
should expect a gradual but steady fall in prices of
a wide range of items. For instance, soyabean oil,
sugar, footwear, clothes, soap and poultry should
cost us less in the coming financial year. Trans-
portation — of goods and passengers — ought to
be cheaper with a duty cut back on diesel. Prices
of kerosene and furnace oil have to drop. With
duties having been substantially decreased on
urea, lift pumps. and power tillers, farming costs
should go down. Prices of rice and vegetables are

ed to fall in consequence. If we are able to
stave off extortions with a better grip on the law
and order situation, there is hardly any reason
why the benefits of lower taxes cannot be passed
on to the consumers.

We are for an effective administrative mecha-
nism for round-the-year price control. Let's begin
with the new budget as a test case with the
downward revision it has proposed in the duty or
tariff structure to bring down the prices. One
excuse of the traders to hold on to the ruling
prices might quite possibly be that they would
only be in a position to offer the new prices after
their old stocks have been disposed of. Now, this
is where the government must intervene on the
basis of market surveys establishing a cut-off
point beyond which the sellers should not be
permitted to sing the old refrain as if playing a
cracked gramophone record.

A change has been noticed lately on the fringes
of the consumers’ mental make-up. Many middle
class buyers these days do not go head over heels
in speculative buying during festivals or before
the budget. This should develop into a wider
consumer resistance. In any case, a country-wide
price-watch has to be maintained in cooperation
with trade and industry bodies and thoughtfully
constituted local committees.

A Heartening Move

- There are often reports in the national press of

deaths from cerebral'malaria in parts of our inte-
rior. One thought that, thanks to the sustained
eradication e in the early fifties, mala-
ria perhaps was a thing of the past. Recently it
has staged almost a global comeback. And once it
is home here, it would need the entire nation's
concentrated might to dislodge it, for the malar-
ial agent or the parasitic protozoa that once in-
jected into the human body, courtesy the
mosquito, eats up the red corpuscles — is as wily
a creature as the common cold virus. And the
protozoa, unlike the cold agent, goes ahead to sap
the carrier man of every human capacity before
finally killing him or her. Not only the disquieting
reports from the interior but also the wakeful
nights, month after month, in the very civilised
and even chic parts of the hub of Bangladesh,
namely, Dhaka, do serve advance notices of
malaria striking any day in an epidemic form.

It is not without ample reason that when con-
gratulating Mohammad Hanif on his impressive
win in the mayoral elections of Dhaka City Corpo-
ration we had placed high on the list of our ex-
pectations of him the task of ridding us of this
mosquito menace that brings in tow a trail of
death — one that wasted the once-flourishing ur-
ban South Bengal into the now forbidding forests
of the Sundarbans. These past months we have
been counting our moments as to when would
Hanif make his move. And we were all eyes as to
how that move would look.

On June 5, not a day late and neither a day too
early, Hanif let the people have a glimpse of how
he proposed to go about the problem: A most
likeable thing he did. For the first time in this
city's history people got the basic strategy of such
an expedition direct from the horse's mouth. A
lesson in transparency we’ can easily call it. For
the second point we liked is the plan itself which
is designed to involve very many government de-
partments and authorities as it would the people
~ of the different municipal wards. The beauty of
the strategy lies in its wise avoidance of a massive
one-go approach — which lay at the undoing of
all previous anti-mosquito attempts. Hanif's plan
proposes to sustain the pressure on the pest over
an unslacking three-year span. And the cost: Tk
20 crore — less than the earlier aborted propos-
als by a factor of five to ten. |

In so complimenting Mohammad Hanif and the
DCC for committing themselves to the good work
and before even the first stride has been made,
we want to bid the expedition godspeed. Now
only two things hold us from getting too effusive.
One, it would be patently foolish to be a party to
what in Bengali is expressed in the wisecrack
Gaachhey kanthal gonpey tel. Second, for want of
a more detailed plan we are not quite sure about
how the campaign proposes to keep environment
untouched. The ball has been pushed by Hanif to
the government's court — the proposal is with
the ECNEC to green signal it. Can we rest assured
that Hanif will keep his covenant with his con-

stituency?

ANGLADESH'S interna

tional relations need (o

be redirected and gal
vanized if the country is to be
able to carve out a positive
niche for itsell in the changing
world of the coming century
As Bangladesh is a relatively
small fry in geo-political terms
it should leave larger geo-
political issues to the bigger
players and perhaps con-
centrate on getting common
positions with other countries
such as through SAARC,K OIC
and other groups. For its own
national development and pro-
tection it should concentrate
on the two eco-diplomacies,
namely economic and ecologi
cal diplomacy. The former has
already been identified by the
government, quite rightly, as a
high priority area and 1 shall
add a few ideas on how this
may be achieved going beyond
the traditional reliance on the
foreign minister andl the gov
ernment bureaucratic machin
ery The second area., namely
ecological diplomacy is a very
new phenomena unfamillar to
our traditional diplomats and
indeed to government as a
whiole. However. | would argue
that, given our geographical
and environmental conditions
we may well use this fast
growing new field of interna
tional diplomacy to our advan
tage. 1 will explain why this
makes sense below.

Economic Diplomacy

First, | will deal with the
economic field and start by
praising the government's ef-
forts to enthuse and support
the Bangladeshi missions
abroad by giving them targets
for rts to achieve, organis
ing brieflings for our ambas-
sadors from labour importing
countries on labour export ca-
pabilities of the country,
training of commercial officers
from our embassies in Europe
on our export potentials, sign-
ing trade agreements with
credit facilities 1o Russia and
other Central and Eastern Eu-
ropean governments. These,
and other measures being
taken by the government are
long overdue and extremely
necessary but | would argue
that although they may result
in an incremental increase in
our trade, it will not lead to
the quantum leap that we
should be aiming for. In order
to make such a quantum leap.
we cannot depend on our
diplomatic and commercial
bureaucracy alone as they do
not have the resources or the
necessary backgrounds to be-
come international salesmen.
Rather, the thrust must come
from the private sector if any
major breakthrough is to be
achieved.

Here, the example of the
explosion in garment exports
is instructive as this sector has
grown into a multi-billion dol-
lar export sector within the
span of less than half a decade
almost entirely through the
efforts of private sector en-
trepreneurs with very little in-
tervention by the government.
It was smart, young Bangla-
deshi entrepreneurs with a
batch of samples in their brief
cases who travelled around the
world, knocking on doors,
getting sample orders fulfilling

ITH a successful com-

pletion of the all-race

election it is now com-
monly said that South Africa
stands at crossroads. The
issue of equity which has
tormented them since the
introduction of Negro slavery
into the colonies, has now be-
come the number one domes-
tic, and perhaps foreign, policy
issue they face. It has perme-
ated every aspect of their

No doubt, the first time
African all-race election was
the unique one, but it is not
the only thing that South
Africa needs. Because it is not
practically possible for a single
system to be applicable to all
regions and societies of the
world. South Africa rather may
need an accommodative sys-
tem which can adjust itself to
the choice of the people and
their historicaly established
traditions and cultures. Be-
cause it is easy to see that
democracy still . has not devel-
oped enough even in the most
advance nations of the world to
reach the stage of such polity
as is the ultimate political vi-
sion of democracy. Add
to this the growing problem of
corruption and the coming
into being of other pressure
groups, one can safely con-
clude that democracy is not in

safe hands even in the

most dgnmcmﬂn countries of

.

those orders and who then
succeeded in establishing
themselves as exporters. To
give credit to the government
they have assisted this export
sector through supporting
policies such as allowing back-
to-back letters of credit.
bonded warehouses etc. This
model of private sector-led
and government-supported
export should be the one to
follow in the future.

Thus, the main export
promotion thrust should come
from the exporters associa-
tions, different chambers of
commerce and industry, dif-
ferent sectoral associations
such as garments jute twine,
jute carpets, computing. lea-
ther etc. These groups of
exporters should open their
own show rooms in different
capitals of the world run by the
privale sectors themselves.
They may even consider viving
a contract to a specialisl ex-
port promotion company who
would be responsible for sei-
ting up, running and manning
such show rooms around the
world and providing export
contacts to Bangladeshi com-
panies. The contract could bhe
performance-related so that if
they failed to perform their
contract would not be renewed
and another company could be

engaged
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make a contribution to our ex-
port trade promotion. After all,
we are quite used to having
former civil servants, army
personnel, judges and other
professionals appointed as
ambassadors, so why not lead-
ing personalities from the pri-
vate sector Indeed, the ap-
pointment of the Prime Min-
ister's Special Envoy from the
private sector is a step in the
right direction and has already
paid dividends in the success
of the Prime Minister's visit to
Japan.  Surely, there are other
leading members of our busi-
ness community who would be
willing to give a few years to
public service and would also
make excellent ambassadors.
This is not an uncommon
practice in other countries,
such as the United States of
America where one of the
most successful ambassadors
to the United Kingdom during
the seventies was Mr Annen-
berg. a leading businessman of
the country.

The final point to be made
here is that the export pro-
motion drive must not be seen
merely as the latest slogan to
be taught by rote to our exist-
ing foreign service officers and
their cousins from the com-
mercial service but as a na-

around the planet. Of the four
documents the first iwo are
non-binding statements of
support while the latter twe
are binding treaties with obli-
gations by each of the signato-
ries and reguiring ratification
by each country s legislature

Each of the documents
were preceded by a series of
inter-governmental prepara-
tory meetings held in differenmt
countries ever a period of sev-
eral years which involved in-
lensive negotiations between
the couniries having different
interests to look out for These
activities have spawned the
new subject of ecological
diplomacy which has become a
major part of the foreign min-
istries of many countries in-
cluding the United States of
America which has a major
section devoted to this issue
within the State Department.
Incidentally, the former Amer-
ican ambassador to Bangla-
clesh, Wiliam Milam now has a
senior position in that section
which is headed by former
Senator Timothy Wirth wheo,
together with Vice President
Al Gore. was one of the leading
environmental Senators in the
previous Senate,

Even countries like India
have taken the issue of ecolog-

and West Bengal focusing on all
interventions affecting both
the quantity as well as the
quality of the water as they
have as much concern about
these issues as we have

Secondly. on the issue of
giobal climate change, as a
low-lying coastal country
Bangladesh is likely to be very
badly affected by climate
change. particularly from sea
level rise and increased cy-
clonic storms which will jeop-
ardise the life and livelihoods
of millions of people. The
point is that Bangladesh has
made practically no contribu-
tion to greenhouse gas emis-
sions but is likely to become
the victim of other people's
emission. This gives us a very
strong moral ground for having
our voice heard in interna-
tional fora and even for com-

pensatory payments to miti-
gate the impacts if we play our
cards right in the future. Un-
fortunately. Bangladesh has not
been able to use this issue in
the correct manner to our ad-
vantage so far.

One group of countries who
have made the most of eco-
diplomacy using the climate
change issue are the Associa-
tion of Small Island States
(AOSIS) led by Maldives and
Vanuatu who were able to

The reason for stressing the climate and biodiversity treaties is that there is new and additional funding

available in these areas which may be tapped if we play our cards right. In a period of shrinking development
aid budgets it is to our advantage to identify and access other sources of funds and the environment is such a

new sourvce.

The government's role
should be a supporting one in
terms of facilitation, assistance
in obtaining work permits
abroad for the persons en-
gaged, providing visas promp-
tly to foreign businessmen
wanting to come to Bangladesh
through these export promo-
tion offices, etc. Initially, it
might be possible to raise
some seed capital through
international donor agencies
such as UNIDO and UNDP and
bilateral agencies like ODA,
USAID and CIDA to set up
export promotion offices in
their respective countries.
However, although donor
assistance may be used to start
the process on a pilot scale if
it is to have an impact then it
should very soon become a
commercially viable proposi-
tion to be entirely supported
by the Bangladeshi private sec-
tor through the different trade
and exporters associations. An
example of a similar type of
activity elsewhere was the
opening of foreign investment
promotion offices by several
State Governments from the
United States of America, in
Japan bypassing the United
States Embassy there. Another
example closer to home is the
proposed opening of Aarong
shops in London. Paris, New
York and Amsterdam which
will showcase Bangladeshi
handicrafts in those countries.

If our embassies abroad are
being asked to carry out our
economic diplomacy, it should
be possible for the government
to appoint a few ambassadors
in key potential market coun-

tries from the Bangladesh pri-
vale sector who could really

tional goal where all relevant
sectors have a role to play in-
cluding the private sector ex-
porters and traders, Bangla-
deshi labourers working
abroad and also Bangladeshi
professionals settled abroad
who can be tapped for invest-
ments as well. What is rieeded
is for some innovative thinking
investments as well. What is
needed is for some innovative
thinking and allowing others

besides the government to play
their part.

Ecological Diplomacy

Ecological diplomacy is a
very recent, but rapidly grow-
ing field of diplomacy which
really started during the late
eighties and reached a com-

ing-of-age during the Earth
Summit, properly known as
the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Devel-
opment (UNCED)] held in June
1992 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
with 110 heads of state and
government in attendance.

During the UNCED meeting
four major documents were
signed by the leaders of all the
delegations namely (i) the Rio
Principles, a statement of gen-
eral principles regarding en-
vironment, (ii) Agenda 21, an
800 page long document
charting a course for an envi-
ronmentally sound future for
the planet in the next century,
(ili) the framework Convention
on Climate Change providing
for actions to reduce the emis-
sion of greenhouse gases caus-
ing global climate change and
(ivl the Biodiversity Conwven-
tion providing for actions to be
taken to protect biodiversity

on

ical diplormacy very seriously by
designating senior foreign

ministry officials to specialize
in these issues and even by
having Indian think tanks as-
sist the government of India
develop and argue its case in
the international negotiations

For example, the Tata Energy
Research Institute (TERI), a
leading non-government re-

 search institute in Delhi was

engaged to advise the Indian
government on Iiis strategy
during the Climate Change ne-
goliations.

In the case of Bangladesh it
makes particular sense for us
lo prioritize ecological diplo-
macy for several reasons hav-
ing 1o do with our unigue envi-
ronmental situation.

Firstly, on the crucial issue
of water sharing | would argue
that it makes sense for us to
enlarge the issue beyond
equity aspects between two co-
riparian nations focusing only
one intervention at
Farakkha into the larger envi-
ronmental issue of entire river
basin management where all
the co-riparians including

Nepal. India and Bangladesh
for the Ganges and China, In-

dia and Bangladesh for the

Brahmaputra need to be in-
volved. Such an approach has
been followed successfully with
other multi-country interna-
tional rivers like the Mekong
in South East Asia and the
Danube and Rhine in Europe.
This will require a broader en-
vironmental outlook, research
and with environmen-
tal groups in the other coun-
tries as well as in the states
within India such as UP, Bihar

highlight the fact that their
very existence would be
threatened due to sea level
rise. They were thus able to
get special language inserted
in the Climate Convenlion to
highlight their concerns and
have just held an International
Conference on Small Island
Developing States in Barbados
which is likely to result in new
funds for their development.
Although the population of the
coastal areas of Bangladesh
threatened from sea level rise
is much greater than all the
small island states put to-
gether, we could not make our
case with the importance it
deserved.

The third area of possible
advantage to Bangladesh .is in
Lthe area of biodiversity particu-
larly using the fact that the
world's largest mangrove for-
est, the Sundarbans, lies partly

within Bangladesh and is un-
dergoing rapid ecological de-
terfofation, mainly due to up-
stream water withdrawal and
that it is a heritage of all
mankind and therefore the
international community's re-
sponsibility and not just of
Bangladesh alone.

The reason for stressing the
climate and biodiversity trea-
ties is that there is new and
additional funding available in
these areas which may be
tapped if we play our cards
right. In a period of shrinking
development aid budgets it is
to our advantage to identify
and access other sources of
funds and the environment is
such a new source.

In particular, the Biodiver-
sity and Climate — two treaties
are channelling upto 3 billion

- The Future Architect of New South Africa

the world. So, the democracy
that South Africa starts, may
also face the s of un-
predictable politics of the new
world order.

Towards New Beginning

Nelson Mandela, the South
African hero, has to combine
the new world order and his
country's demands. On the one
hand, he has to pay a close at-
tention to the promises that
he made to his people. Because
it is his people who has suf-
fered the wholesale prejudice
of the past. It is the group
which has been deprived, and
discriminated against. There-
fore, it is his people for which,
affirmative steps must be taken
by seeking out qualified ones
for jobs and job advancements.

It is his childrens who need
special services in their
schools and live a dignified life
with and adequate housing fa-

cilities. On the other hand, he’

has to be careful in the han-
dling of foreign relations. Be-
cause up to now, no significant
changes have been made in the
international economic order
formed in the postwar years in
compliance with the old sys-
tem of international relations.

Including South Africa, the
majority of developing coun-

Caretaker Govt:
Inherent defects

Sir, The Daily Star has once

again taken the lead in choos-
ing the right subject at right
moment for creating public
opinion. | have pondered ower
the issue and come to the
opinion that some inherent
defects may not allow, the
system to be fool proof and

mar the very -purpose of

ensuring impartial election
through a caretaker
government.

There will be loblying and
even campaigning by and pres-

sure from the political parties
to put their own man in the
chair of the head of caretaker
government making the selec-
tion controversial.

No citizen, especially those
highly educated and well
placed, is without a political
choice of his/her own. So one
would never be taken as neu-
tral. Some of the illustrious
sons of the soil did net join
rightly the cabinet of the past -
caretaker government when
their political affiliation were
questioned.

Everybody knows rigging in

tries in the world remain as
the source of raw materials,
markets of goods and places of
investment of the developed
countries, and the economic
relations between some of
them are even now of a colo-
nial nature. Developing coun-
tries have suffered consider-
ably from the trade protection-

ism and the policies of high Another factor is South Africa’s.

profits and high interests
practised by the developed
countries. Besides these, the
South African new government
has to pursue different role
against foreign interference.

Because in the contemporary
international relations, alth-
ough the colonialist system
seems to have ended but there
still lives the ghost of colonial-
ism in more than over ways.

:

"In a normal course even, to
govern a country is really a
hard job. And when it is re-
lated with the freedom from

the yoke of colonial hegemony,
it can be called 'toughest

ordeal of surviving.” The task
waiting for Mandela is no ex-
ception from this glow of fire.
And no doubt South Africa’s
economic potentiality and

[ — L

one or two cases (as in a by-
election) may be possible, that
too at the cost of image and
creditability of the govern-
ment, but ri on a mass
scale in national election in
the presence of national and
international observers and
media personnel will not be
possible. Further 'law of the
average' would automatically
creates a balance of party affili-
ation, when bulk of the -
ing and returning officers
would be selected on the nom-
inations made by hundreds of
Govt and autonomous bodies.

All our efforts should be to

improve the existing system
like introduction of identity

strdtegic importance has made
the country a target of colonial
powers for the last three cen-
turies. For example; South
Africa has some of the largest
naval bases bordering the In-
dian Ocean, and it has 23 per
cent of world's reasonably as-
sured reserves of uranium.

mineral wealth. It contains a
major proportion of world's
reserves of a few commodities
important to US tarategic or
economic needs. In future, the
United States will probably
have to look to Africa for,
among other things, its
chromite, platinum groups
metals, tantalite, gold, long-
fibered amosite, natural and
industrial diamond stones and
phosphate rocks. South Africa
has also reserves of nickel and
manganese. Finally, South
Africa is the most powerful
military force on the African
continent and had been used
as a guardian of imperialist in-
terests throu t the south-
ern part of Africa. Considering
the above facts, the natural ap-
prehension is, Mandela might
not get enough chance to pur-
sue a [ree economic and na-
tional security policy. South

card for voters, prohibition of
transfer of officials at least one

before election, formation
of all-parts observation com-
mittee gtc. It is through trust-
ing the politicians officials and
the public together the game
is to be played till the desired
standard is achieved. Let us
give fair trial to the present

" internationally accepted prin-

ciple of having election under
an elected government.

Khairul Anam Khan
Paribagh. Dhaka

- government in

1

Africa might renew the old
policies through some new
adjustments. So, a question
can be asked here — what is
the achievement of a full and
free al-race election?

Mandela the African
‘Mahatma’ ‘

Despite fears. hope still
counts. Sometimes we per-
ceive, apart from only politi-
cians, what our age needs most
is ‘saintly politicians." Man-
dela’s unamicable stand for his
country's need can be com-
pared with Mahatma Gandhi's
Sattyagraha as a means of his
national defence. Nelson Man-
dela, the time-honoured hero
of Africa, dedicated his life for
the freedom of his countrymen
and maintaingd a different,
kind of political tactics and
that is surely his philosophy of
non-violence. He believed that
few whites need not to
frighten millions of deprived
Africans and moreover, if he
went for the revenge
(violently) he would have failed
to bring about the desired
South African unity. He is not a
visionary. Rather, a practical
idealist. If we look back four
years from now we see, Man-
dela repeatedly refused offers

for his conditional release and
never wavered from his de-
mand for a multiracial South
Africa based on a system of
‘one man, one vote.’

When the former Botha
1985 an-
nounced that Mandela could go
free if he simply renounced
the ANC’s struggle for power,
Mandela defiantly replied “let
Botha show that he is different.
I cannot and will not give any
undertaking. Only a free man
can negotiate.” And in this
period Mandela had pressed
the government to meet the
ANC’s terms for negotiation.

He had told the government
that he did not want to leave
prison empty handed; other-
wise¢ he would report to ANC
headquarters that all the dis-
cussions had only been a waste
of time.

Bangladesh Needs a Double Dose of Eco-Diplomacy

US Dellars through a new fund
called the Global Environment
Facility I(GEF) based in Wash-
ington DC and jointly run by
the World Bank, UNDP and
UNEF. Unfortunately, Bangla-
desh has so far not been abie
o get a single cent from these
funds although China has
received over 100 million US
Dollars and even the tiny
Bhutan has received over 10
million Dollars. The reason is
that Bangladesh has given a
consistently low, practically
non-existent priority to these
issues. In some cases, officials
from various ministries and
government agencies in Dhaka
such as the Ministry of Envi-

ronment, the Meteorology De-
partment and the Foreign Min-
istry have attended these im-
portant meetings while in
other cases a diplomat from
the Bangladesh embassy in
New York or Washington or
wherever the meeting was
held represented the country
and there have also been cases
where the Bangladesh seats
even remained empty during
the entire meeting. In any
case, rarely has the same offi-
cial ever gone to more than
one negotiation so there has
been no continuity, even if

Lhere was a representative
present.

What is reguired is for the
Foreign Ministry to designate a
senior diplomat at ambassador
level to spearhead this area
and then to develop a cadre of
specialists within its own Min-
istry on ecological diplomacy
who can develop appropriate
strategies to promote the
country's interesis in these
important fora. They can also
take the assistance of the Min-
istry of Environment and even
of private think tanks and
NGOs who often have their
own links with international
counterparts and can effec-
tively dovetail their efforts
with the government. A recent
example of such cooperation
was during the World Coast
Conference in the Netherlands
last November where a high
Wed MMt -
tion led by the Minister E'
Environment with a
strong representation from
Bangladeshi NGOs were able to
make a considerable impact by
coordinating their efforts ef-
fectively. They were able to in-
clude in the final Conference
Statement a very important
agreement that for deltaic
coastal countries (like Bangla-
desh and the Netherlands) any
intervention upstream within
the entire river basin is the
concern of the coastal state
and, therefore, needs to be
done in consultation.

Cm i

In conclusion I would argue
that Bangladesh's diplomatic
priorities need some new and
innovative thinking towards
of con-
cern to our long term well be-
ing and a double dose of

ecodiplomacy is a good place
to start.

- The writer is the Executive
Director of the

Centre for Advanced Studies, a
non-government research and

At last, in 1990 Mandela's
unconditional release was
widely regarded as the key to
implementing the govern-
ment's promise of reform. It
was then believed that if any-
one could bridge the vast di-
vide between whites and
blacks, and among the blacks
themselves, it was only Nelson
Mandela. The white govern-
ment looked on him as a born-
again moderate, a 'man
could negotiate with,’ as de
Klerk himself decided later.

For blacks, Mandela was the

one who as the personification

of their long suffering, helped
them transcend the disagree-

ments over strategy and alle-
giance that had splintered
their strength, and bargain on
equal terms with the whites.

Mandela's great victory
brings to the fore every black
African’s life-long dream
‘fundamental equal rights.’
Nelson Mandela who has sac-
rificed twentyseven years in
prison won the century's long
waited greatest victory through
non-violent political way. His
non-violent policy means con-
scious suffering; it does not
mean meek submission to the
will of the evil-doer
(racialism), but it means the
pitting of one's whole soul
against the will of the tyrant.
Working under this law, it was
possible for him being an indi-
vidual to fight the host of un-
just rulers to save his honour
and his nation and finally set
the met for that ruler's fall. No
one but Mandeia had done this
in exchange of his life-long
suffering. His greatness makes
us no and we recall tife
last words of Mahatma Gandhi.
in 1948 Gandhiji was shot
dead. But two days before his
assassination he spoke at some
length on South Africa in his
prayer meeting: “| shall tell
the government of South Africa
through this meeting that it
should mend its ways. I've my-
selfl lived in South Africa for
twenty years and | can there-
fore say that it is my country.”
May be the last wish of Gandhi
and of course, his non-stop
spirit of struggling also heiped
pake Mandela the future ar-
chitect of South Afirica



