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Opposition deadline

Place bill for caretaker
govt by June 26

The opposition parties in
Parliament have demanded of
the government to introduce a
bill in the Jatiya Sangsad by
June 26 seeking constitutional
provisions for holding general
elections under a caretaker
Bovernment.

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Awami League
(AL) chief Sheikh Hasina an-
nounced the deadline at a
press briefing at her Sangsad
Bhaban chamber yesterday
e'vcning

“If the government fails to
move the bill within the stipu-
lated time, the entire Opposi-
tion will be compelled to
launch an allout agitation to
realise the demand for a care-
taker administration”. Hasina

By Staff Correspondent
said.

She, however, did not ex-
plain the nature of the agita-
tion.

Sheikh Hasina said the gov-
ernment had lost its credibil-
ity, especially regarding its
willingness to hold free and
fair elections. "We are demand-

ing the provision for a non par-

tisan caretaker government to
institutionalise democracy by
ensuring peoples' right to ex-
ercise their franchise f[reely
and fearlessly”, she said.
Tumning on the issue of the

‘Opposition boycott of Parlia-

ment proceedings, Hasina al-
leged that the BNP had been
preventing them from enter-

ing the House, by ignoring

their demand for caretaker

government.

She maintained that the
proposed national budget for
'94-95' if passed by the BNP
legislators alone, would not be
acceptable to the people as
well as the interngtional com-
munity.

"The onus of passing the
budget without the participa-
tion of the Opposition mem-
bers would lie with the ruling
party”. Hasina warned.

Replying to a question, the
AL chief said that she would
not accept any discussion on
the issue of caretaker govern-
ment wunless the treasury
bench moved a bill in this re-
gard.

"Discussicn on the issue on

See Page 12 Col 8

BNP to move bill to

strengthen EC

by Nurul Kabir

The ruling Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP),in a bid
to resolve the present political
impasse, has decided to move
a bill in Parliament seeking a
'foolproof’ electoral system
through strengthening of the
Election Commission.

The decision was taken at
an emergency meeting of the
BNP standing committee, the
highest policy making body of
the party. held yesterday
afternoon with Prime Minister
and party chief Begum Khaleda
Zia in the chair.

The draft legislation would
most likely be placed in Par-
liament before the expiry of
the Opposition 'deadline’ given
to the government for moving

| a hill seeking provision for a

non-partisan caretaker gov-
ernment for holding general

. elections, a standing commit-

tee member told The Daily

Star last night.

The opposition deadline,
announced by Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina yesterday. ex-
pires on June 26,

The standing committee
meeting of the BNP resolved
that if the opposition parties
were sincere about their de-
mand for free and fair elec-
tions, they would respond pos-
itively to the ruling party move
for providing wide powers to
the Election Commission to
ensure pollings in a free and
healthy atmosphere.

The BNP policy makers, at
their 90-minute meeting be-
ginning at 1:30 pm at the
Prime Minister's office, unan-
imously ob

served that strengthening
of the Election Commission by

providing it with more powers
See Page_ 12 Col 4

Opposition move
designed to unseat
govt: Rafiq

Ruling BNFP leader Rafiqul
Islam Mia yesterday ques-
tioned the sincerity of the
Opposition demand for fair and
impartial polls and said that
their move was designed to
unseat the government and
destroy democracy.

Talking to UNB at his
Parliament office. the Works
Minister said: “They (Opposi-
tion] are not interested in fair
election but to remove the
present government by a mere
plea of caretaker government.”

Rafig, also a member of the
ruling party's Standing Co-
mmittee, said his party is in no
way scared of holding impartial
polls to ensure people's ver-
dict and strengthen demo-
cracy

“But the very concept of a
caretaker government is con-
trary to the fundamental prin-
ciple of the Constitution and
democracy.”

See Page 12 Col 5
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Striking teachers
call 8-hour
hartal today

By Staff Correspondent

The Central Liaison Com-
mittee of the striking teachers
of non-government schools
and colleges has called an
eight-hour hartal in the city
today to press home its four-
point demand. :

The call for 6 am to 2 pm
hartal has been supported by
the opposition political parties
including the Awami League,
Jatiya Party, Workers' Party,
Ganatantri Party, JSD (Inul),
BSD (Mahbub), Gana Forum

and other smaller parties, the

Sramik Karmachari Oikya
Parishad (SKOP) and different
student bodies including

Chhatra League (M-]). Chhatra

League (B-K).

Torch processions were
brought out in the city in sup-
port of the hartal and public
announcements over micro-

See Page 12 Col 1
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Workers can purchase
privatised units

By 8 Y Bakht

. The government has de-
cided to allow the workers and
employees to participate in the
bids to purchase public sector
industrial units being priva-
tised.

According to highly-placed
official sources, the decision
was included in the compre-
hensive privatisation policy
approved by the cabinet on
June 2. The new policy also
allows for off-loading shares of
public sector units (PSUs)
through the stock market with
an objective to make the own-
ership more broad-based.

In related® developments,

- the World Bank has agreed to

fund a 2.5 million US dollars
technica] assistance project to
strengthen the Privatisation
Board while a proposal has also
been forwarded to set up a pri-
vatisation fund, to facilitate the
purchase of PSUs by the en-
trepreneurs, the sources said.
The board, meanwhile, has

L

also eased the terms of pay-
ment for the privatised units
and is targeting a total of 25
PSUs for sale during the 1994-
95 fiscal year, in addition to
the 13 units already finalised
for sale. Furthermore, nine
public sector jute mills are also
scheduled to be privatised dur-
ing the year under the jute
sector restructuring project.
The recently approved pri-
vatisation policy is the first

comprehensive measure since

1976, when the de-nationalisa-
tion process was started, the
sources noted. The policy con-
solidated and updated the ex-
isting privatisation policies and
guidelines issued from time to
time.

The policy encompasses
various aspects of privatisation,
including selection of PSUs,
modalities of sale and valuation
of the units.

It allows the privatisation

See Page 12 Col !

Police intercepting a march towards Parliament by the striking teachers at the Bangla Motor
Crossing in the city vesterday

— Star photo
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Cabinet okays
amendment
to 4 laws

The cabinet yesterday ap-
proved amendment to four
laws and a proposal for leasing
out certain ghats and points of
landing controlled by the
Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authaority (BIWTA)
through negotiations for 1994-
95 fiscal, reports UNB.

The four laws to be amen-
ded are the Land Acquisition
and Requisition Ordinance
1982, the Alluvion and Dellu-
vion Act 1950, the Fisheries
Protection Act 1950 and the
Bangladesh Export Processihg
Zone Authority Act 1980.

Officials said the approval’
was given in the regular meet-
ing of the cabinet held at Ban-
gabhaban with Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia in the
chair.

Prokrichi strike
begins today

By Staff Correspondent

The country's professionals
go on a three-day strike today.
The Prokrichi-BCS Central Ac-
tion Council, has called the
strike likely to be observed by
its 70 thousand members to
press for democratisation of
the existing bureaucracy and to
protest the government's al-
leged failure in outlining the
administrative reforms.

Professionals on duty in the
emergency medical services,
power and gas supply, teleco-
mmunication, uniform ser-
vices, customs, final exami-
nations under the universities
and educationa! bhoards, the
Javva Sangsad and the Prime
Mimister's office have been ex-
empted,

The strike will be foll
hv a grand rally at the Engi-
neers Institution in Dhaka on
June 16 where a programme
for further campaign would be
announced.

Leaders of the Action Coun-
cil at a meeting called upon
Ltheir members to observe the
strike peacefully. - -« -

Doctors, engineers, agricul-
turists, teachers and members
of the 26 non-administrative

See Page 12 Col 7 i

A group of the visiting
Japanese delegation yesterday
visited the Dhaka Export
Processing Zone (DEPZ) at
Savar and saw the facilities for
industrial investment there,
reports BSS

The DEFPZ officlals explai
ned to the visiting group vari}-
ous incentives and opportuni-
ties for investment at the zone
for export as well as domestic
markets

Japanese team visits EPZs

There are about a hundred
industrial plots at the DEPZ

Out of the total 24 ventures
there, including the eight that
have already gone into produc
tion, nine are owned by South
Koreans, five each by Hong
Kongese and Bangladeshis
while the rest are joint ven
tures with Germans and China.

The Japanese teamn saw a
Korean unit manufacturing

See Page 12 Col 3
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Privdte investment
In power sector
underscored

Country's electricity genera-
tion capacity has to be en-
hanced at least to 5000
megawaitt by the end of this
century to meet the ever-in-
creasing demand. the Energy
Minister said siressing the
need for private investment in
power sector, reports UNB.

"Demand of electricity is
increasing in the country day
by day. but the generation can
not be increased in conformity
with the demand.,” Dr
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain
said while presiding over a
high-level meeting held yes.
terday to review the overall
progress in the function of

See Page 12 Col 6

Hasina blames govt
for repressing
journalists

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina yesterday criti-
cised the government for re-
pressing newspapers, journal-
ists and employees and said
her pariy stood for ensuring
free press and people's rights
to food and vote, reports UNB.

Exchanging views with the
members of the Bangladesh
Sangbadpatra Parishad (BSP) at
her 29 Minto Road residence
the Opposition leader said
journalists were beaten. voice
of newspapers was gagged.
workers were sacked and
agreements with professional
groups violated in last three
years of the BNP rule

See Page 12 Col 4

12 get 40 yrs' Rl each in

Sabuj murder case

BARISAL June 13: Twelve
people  were today sentenced

to 40 years rigorous impris
onment each In a case of
murder committed in 1992,
reports UNB

Additional District and

Sessions Judge AF M Mustafa,
in his judgement in the sensa-
ttonal Sabuj murder case, also
fined all the accused Tk 5.000
each. in default 1o suffer an
other six months in prison
Those found guilty are: Mu

jibur Rahman Talukder. Kalu.
Jahed All Farman, Hafiz, Ha-
run, Arun, Shahid Hawlader,
Shamim Bepari, Hanif Sarder.
Abdus Sattar Talukder, Rallque
Khalifa and Kabir Sarder The

last named
absenitia

According to the prosecu
tion, a group of armedmen at
tacked Jahangir Hossain Bhui
yan alias Sabu| on June 29
1992 while he was crossing
Kashipur Bazar by a rickshaw
Sabuj succumbed on way to
hospital to injuries he sus
tained during the attack by
miscreants who also chopped
one of his hands off

On the following day
Sabu)'s brother Shafiqul Islam
filed a case with Barisal Kot
wali thana against 12 people
and police submitted charge
sheets against them on De
cember 5 last year.

itwo were (ried In

Polytech Institute

closed as students

clash with police
By Staff Correspondent

Soccer enthusiasts of the
Dhaka Polytechnic Instftute
clashed with police in the
city's Tejgaon Industrial Area
yesterday |leaving scores of
people injured They were
demanding rescheduling of
thetr examinations so that they
could watch the coming World
Cup foothall games

The violence erupted when
the police intervened to re
store suspended communica
tion on the road in front of the
institute at 10 in the morning
Earlier the students put up
barricade on the road

During a two hour battle
sludents. passers by

See Page |12 Col 7

police

Slump 1n supply
of sea fish

in Ctg markets

From Staff Cerrespondent

CHITTAGONG, June 13
Supply of sea fish to the city
markets has slumped causing a
sudden price hike as the coun
try's biggest joint venture
fishing company Sea Hesour
ces Ltd stopped deep sea i
shing

The joint venture company
owning 14 deep sea trawlers
suspended fishing in the coun
try's exclusive economic zone
(EEZ) due to lack of vital navi
gational equipment which
were recently selzed by port
police, company officials said

Consequently prices of all
kinds ol fish have gone up
sharply in the local as well as

See Page 12 (ol 6
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