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8killed,80injuredi1y

road mishaps

At least B people were
killed and injured in two
in Sirajganj and

road
E:m yesterday, reports

Six people were killed, 30
others imjured, 24 seriously.
when a night coach plunged
into a ditch at Haliagati in
Shahjadpur thana on the
Bogra-Nagarbari highway yes-
. police said.

The accident occurred
when the Kurigram-bound
coach coming from Dhaka col-
lided with a speedy truck com-
ing from the opposite direc-
tion on Haliagati bridge killing

six people on the spot.
The identities of the dead

i

Raiganj thana on the Sirajganj-

Bogra road Saturday night, po-
lice said.

The mishap occurred when
the driver the Sirajganj-

bound bus from Bogra
made a mmuk at the
peint. The unidentified man

died on the spot.
A case was filed with the

Raiganj police.

Another report from
Gopalganj says: Two people
were killed and 50 injured, 30
seriously, when a night coach
skidded into a ditch from the
Gopalganj-Takerhat highway at
Karpara in sadar thana yester-
day.

Police said the accident oc-
curred when the driver of the
Dhaka-bound bus from Khulna
lost control. .

The identities of the dead
and the injured could not be
ascertained immediately. Bo-
dies were sent to the Gopal-
ganj Hospital morgue.

The seriously injured were
admitted to the Faridpur,
Rajoir and Gopalganj hospitals,
medical sources said.

The bus driver and helper
fled the scene. A case was filed
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Lebanon rejects talks
with Israel

BEIRUT. June 12: Lebanon

has rejected a US plea to re-
with Israel in

The request was turned
down by Prime Minister Rafic
Hariri who is anxious Lo pro-

with Syria and to reach a global
Arab-lsraeli settlement,
sald the ial requesting

Hariri publicly ruled out a
separate deal with Israel

peace
late Saturday during a speech
in Sidon and said Israeli at-

a separate peace with Israel or
even consider discussing such
a deal'.

Bilateral talks between Is-

peace

ordination with Syria to secure

a withdrawal from South Le-
as well as the Golan

Heights, which Israel seized

leged involvement
clash

JCD. BCL clash
in Sirajganj:
17 injured

SIRAJGANJ. June 12: The

A case has been lodged with
the Kamarkhand phlice

Southern dists
motor workers
call off strik

munication in Khulna and
Barisal divisions was also re-
stored following the call off

from Damascus in the 1967
Middle East War.

"We will continue them to-
gether or we will boycott them
together.” he said.

According to the sources,
the United States believed that
'things are advancing in a satis-
factory way on the Syrian and
Jordanian tracks and had ad-
vised Lebanon that further de-
lays would only provoke Israel.

The London-based daily Al-
Hayat said the US request had
been accompanied by an Israeli
ultimatum which was handed
over to Lebanese officials by
the US ambassador Marc Ham-

bley. -

Janakantha
editor allowed
free movement

High Court Division of the
Supreme Court takes up today
the anticipatory bail petition
filed by Khan Masud,
editor of the daily Janakantha,
reports UNB.

The bench comprising Jus-
tice D M Ansaruddin and Jus-
tice Nurul Islam issued order
that Khan be allowed [ree
movement till disposal of the
petition.

Khan himself appeared be-
fore the court with an anticipa-
tory bail petition.

Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate had issued June B war-
rants of arrest against Khan
and 3 other editors of the
Janakantha upon a criminal
case filed by Motijheel police.
Following the order advisory
editor Toab Khan and execu-
tive editor Borhanuddin Ah-
med were arrested and sent to

Jail.
Opposition
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their leaders meet again this
afternnen

Meanwhile, Opposition
Chief Whip Mohammad Nasim,
briefing newsman yesterday on
behalf of the entire apposition,
said that a bad precedence was
being set in the history of the
country's parliamentary de
mocracy by placing the na
uonal budget and holding dis
cussion on it in the House
withowut the Opposition.

Nasim sald that this was
nothing bul part ol a con-
Spiracy  againslt Lhe present
Parliamcnl as well as par-
haiuentary demneracy

Fhe Opposiuci Cliel Whip
also said thal if The povern
ment had minimum respect
fer democracy. it should pave
the way for thie Opposition |o
enier the House by moving a
bill seeking provisions for a
caretaker administration.

"Peopie will not arccept the
budget if it is passed by the
House with its opposition
bBenches emply.' Nasim asser
ted.

The opposition parties are
boycotting Parliamerit session
to press home Lhe demand for
holding general elections un-
der a caretaker administration.

The oppesition leaders
meeting vesterday was at-
tended by. among others
Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament Abdus
Samad Azad. Tolael Ahmed
iKahmat Al and A K M Jahangir
of the AL, Moudiid Ahmed. Ad-
vocate Fasle Rabbi and Anwar
Hossain ol Juliya Party
Maulana Alxius Sobhan and Ad-
vocate Sheikh Anser Ali of Ja-
maat. Suranjit Sengupta of the
Ganatantri Party and Salauddin
Kader Chowdhury of National
Democratic Party (NDP)

Editor : Mahfuz Anam

Printed & Published by A. 8. Mahmud, Managing Director, on
behalf of Mediaworld Lid, 52, Motijhee! C/A. Dhaka-1000, from City
Publishing House Ltd, 90 Kakrail, Dhaka-1000 Editorial, News &
Commercial Offices: House No: 11, Hoad Neo: 3, Dhanmandi R/A,
Dhaka-1208. PABX. 500002-4, Commercial 500091 (Direct) Fax Neo
88-02-863038 . GPO Bax No: 3257, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA

W
v [ e :
“; "?;C-"""'":f

Am'.unf

'!r‘{:"' _..-.-.
: E,F'?t 5

yesterday.
Hartal: Teachers
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day yesterday to press home
their demands including im-
plemientation of the national

schools and colleges. :

Some 2.5 lakh teachers and
employees of about 11,000
private schools and colleges
have been continuing their
strike since 18 last.

The liaison committee after
nearly a six-hour meeting also
decided to continue the sit-in
tomorrow.

After tomorrow's eight-hour
hartal, the committee leaders
would announce the next
course of action at a rally at the
sit-in venue at 3 pm.

The striking teachers and
employees passed their second
day of their sit-in by listening
to the political leaders and the
leaders of the liaison commit-
tee.

The demonstrators re-
ceived several sack-loads of
chira, muri and goor from the
Awami Leagué chief and the
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina.

They also listened to songs.
and poewry recitations pre-
seiled by teachers.

LUNB adds: Jatiya Party has
extended its support to the
hartal called for Tuesday by
non-government teachers of
schools and colleges to press
for their demands that include
higher pay-scale.

in a statement, JP leader
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
last night criticised the gov-
ernment for not resolving the
problem of the teachers thro-
ugh discussion.

has forced the teachers to go
for an exireme programme
like hartal, he said.

Kashmin town
under curfew

SRINAGAR., June 12: A cur-
few was enforced today in the
Kashmir town of Kishtwar after
the slaying of a Hindu politi-
cian by suspected Muslim
guerillas heightened tension,
the police said, reports AFP.

Subhash Jain, a local leader
ol Lhe Hindu-revivalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
was gunned down Saturday
evening., sald In -Gen-
eral of Police Surinder Singh
Wasr.

*"The curfew has been im-
posed as there was much ten-
sion between Lhe two com-
munities.” he said.

Kishtwar is in the moun-
tainous disirict of Doda in the
Janmmn regron
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pay-scale for the private

The government's hard line
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the problems nor it had any
feeling for the respected
teachers.

The AL chief condemned
the alleged repression on the
agitating teachers and said no
repressive measure could re-
solve any crisis.

She accused the BNP gov-
ernment of deceiving all sec-
tions of the society including
the teachers, students, peas-
ants, and workers and even
the Opposition in Parliament.
“This government signed
agreements with the Opposi-
tion industrial workers, teach-
ers and others. But it violated
all the accords,” the Leader of
the Opposition said and
termed the BNP government a
"pledge-breaker.”

Turning to the issue of
caretaker government,
said she was ready to partici-
pate in a debate on the issue in
Parliament provided the ruling
party moved a bill for constitu-
tional provisions for holding
general elections under a care-
taker administration.

Cypriot vessel
poses oil-spill
threat to Goa

NEW DELHI. June 12: A
Cypriot-registered vessel
grounded by sirong gales is
posing a major oil-spill threat
to the tourist of Goa
in western India. news reports
sald Sunday, reports AP,

Rough weathér is hamper-
ing salvage operations as the
vessel, laden with 640 tons of
heavy diesel fuel, ’is precari-
ously balanced on a huge rock,
the Economic Times reported.

Partially-flooded MV Sea
Princess may break up in bad
weather or sink. releasing its
cargo on to the famous Goa
beaches.

The newspaper sald the
ecological damage 10 the ma-
rine flora and fauna would be
Iimmense.

- Indian coast guard authori-
ties have rescued the 31 crew
of the vessel and sought help
from a Singapore pollution
conirol and disaster manage-
ment company.

The authorities said eflorts
were being made (o transfer
the stricken vessel's cargo lo
storage containers.

Three other ships which
drifted toward the Goa shore
in last Sunday's squall have
since been [loaled and an-
t hored outside 1the harhour
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Hague, FBCCI President Mah-
bubur Rahman. MCCl Pre
sident Latifur Rahman, other
top business leaders, secre-
Laries concermned and some
senior government officials.

Opening the discussions,
FBCC! President Mahbubur
Rahman said Bangladesh pre-
sents itself in a most attractive
framework In terms of gov-
ernment outiook to host for-
eign investment and socio-
economic orientation of the
vast workforce. -

He informed the delegation
that an exclusive Industrial es-
Late for Japanese investors as
well as adequate infrastructural
facilities to reach the estate
had been offered to the Japa-
nese investors.

Highlighting various fiscal
and economic liberalisation
measures. he said cheap labour
force. currently comprising 35
million peopie. in addition to
management! personnel is an-
oLher economic condition for

™ Rabidn Rt e ne
Japanese imvestors would en-
ter into the Bangladesh eco-
nomic arema in a large and

meaningful way and start "an
external trade-related manu-

facturing initiative” in the
COUTHTY
Referring to Lhe govern-

ment-level relations between

the twoe countries Morshed
Khan said an excellent gow
ernmerit -level relauonship can
create a vehicle for exceilent
relationship between private

_said and called upon

seclins of thie Twar e cnniiries
“Time has conw o sort out
someLlhing new lor initiating a

new horizon ol privale sector
relationship.” the special envoy
the
Japanese investors to invesl
their surplus capital in Bangla-
desh.

Khan also mentioned that
Bangladesh was enjoying the
most favoured nation (MFN)
status and generalised system
of preference (GSP) facilities
and said Japan could exploit
the incentives.

Manzur Elahi of the Apex
Footware observed that some-
thing is bothering Japanese in-
vestiors in investing In
Bangladesh while they are do-
ing the same in Indla, which is
'more bureaucratic.

Replying to him. Jiro Roku-
kawa of the Tokyo Maruichi
Sheoji Company compared
Bangladesh with China. saying
China has achieved 13 per
cent growth while Bangladesh
only 4 per cent. He said in
terms of inflation and other
economic index, Bangladesh is
better than China. but it was
lagging behind in terms of
investment.

He questioned why Bang
ladesh was not using the forei-
gn exchange reserve and why
the growth was not in double-
digit. “Is 1t fer lack of entre-
preneurship of lack of capable
private sector, or is it for po-
litical reason?”

Yasuaki Mizushima of the
KAFCO raised some problems

ader of the Opposition in Parliament Sheikh Hasina addressing
the striking non-government school and college teachers in front of the Jatiya Press Club

. — Star photo

| AL to meet all demands

"Arrange elections under
caretaker government if you
believe in democracy and have
confidénce in people's power,”
the AL chief said referring to

the ruling party chief. She

claimed that 69 per cent of
'the people's representatives in
parliament now support elec-
tions under a caretaker gov-
ernment. But the BNP was
showing intransigence even
knowing that it was a popular
demand. she added.

Addressing the agilating
teachers. Moudud Ahmed said
all social forces were now de-
manding an end to the BNP
rule. Teachers, students,
workers, political activists and
others were agitating against
the government, he said.

Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition Abdus Samad Agzad. AL
General Secretary Zillur Rah-
man, Presidium member Amir
Hossain Amu. Mayor Moham-
mad Hanif, JP leader Kazi Zafar
Ahmed and Shaikh Ansar Ali of
Jamaat-e-Islami also addressed
the gathering. -

Better late than

never!

GENEVA. June 12: The
skull of a man hanged as a con-
spirator in the assassination of
president Lincoln 129 years
ago is coming back to Florida
to be buried next to his
mother, reports AP.

Lewis Thornton Powell,
who used the alias Lewis
Payne, was a 2]-year-old Con-
federate soldier who tried and
failed to kill Lincoln's secre-
tary of state, William Seward.
on April 14. 1865, the same
evening that John Wilkes
Booth fatally shot the presi-
dent at Ford's Theater.

In 1991, the Smithsonian
Institution discovered his skull
among thousands of bones
kept in a storage bin.

The Smithsonian agreed to
release the remains to Powell's
closest relative, Helen Alder-
man, 72. of Geneva, Smithso-
nian anthropologist David
Hunt said Friday.

“I'm certainly glad this is
over,” Alderman, a great-
niece. said from her summer
home in North Carolina.

A burial ceremony Is
planned for October.

Powell's grave was moved
several times. Researchers be
lleve a funeral home director
kept the skull after one move
and later gave it to the army’'s
mcdlraﬂnuarum_ which trans-
ferred the skull Lo the Smith-
sonian in 1898

laced by the company and
stressed that the problems be
resolved as it is a “symbolic
project” whose success I8 im-
portant for Japanese invest-
menl in Bangladesh

BO! Executive Chalrman
Mokammel Hag assured the
delegation that the problems
relating to the Karnaphuli
Fertiliser Company (KAFCO)

would be resolved. _
Katsuaki Nagmke of the

Toshiba Cerporation said
Bangladesh should strengthen
its export activities. but it
should be competitive in terms
of both price and quality

Referring to workforce, he
also pointed out that labour
productivity and work ethics
are most important to
Japanese entrepreneurs. Both
the direct labour and middle-
management people should be
skilled.

Kazue Nukazawa. Managing
Director of the Keidanren mis-
sion, pointed out that most
Japanese investors were still
going to East Asian couniries.
"You should find out what ap-
proaches they are making to
attract investment.

Nukazawa said to the
Bangladesh! entrepreneurs, "If
you can manufacture spare
parts as well as machinery and
equipment we can buy from
you, since we buy them from
all over the world, we can
transfer technology.”

Kaichi Takomoto of the Su-
mitemo Corporation and Ma-
sami Kido of the Kanematsu
Corporation wanted to know

——

Businessman
killed in Jamalpur

JAMALPUR, June 12: Mis-
creants killed a young busi-
nessman and looted Tk 1.60
lakh from Ibne Sina Flour Mills
at Malgudam road in the town
early today, reports UNB.

The dead was identified as
Abdul Latif Khan Almas, 32,
son of Abdul Hakim of Guntina
village in Kalihati thana of
Tangail district. who obtained

MA from Dhaka University in
1993,

Police said a gang of mis- -

creants broke into the mill,
put a flour sack on his face and
choked him to death before
looting the money.

A case has been f[iled with
the Sadar thana in this con-
nection.

One shot dead 1n

Jessore clash

JESSORE, June 12: A
teenage boy was shot dead and
several others wounded when
rival groups fought in the heart
of the town this evening, re-

‘ports UNB. .
Arman, 18, shot on the ch-

est, died on way to hospital.
Shahin and Enamul were ad-

mitted to hospital with gun

shots. They are residents of
city Collegepara Colony.

Police and witnesses said
rival groups of Barandi Molla-
para and Barandi Kadamtala
engaged in the fighting over
the share of goods smuggled
into the town from across the
border. They traded about 15
gun shots and 50 hand made
bombs,

Some others injured in the

fighting did not report to the
hospital to avoid arrest.

In another incident in the
town tonight, two youngmen
with burn injuries from explo-
sives were admitted to the

hospital.

Police sdid Abdul Latif and
Rahim Sheikh were injured in
a clash at old Kashba area at 8
pm today over the sale of a mo-

tor cycle.
- Export more

From Page | Col 4 .

sand metric tons annually.
"Our government has iden-
tified integrated shrimp far-
ming industry as a very po-
tential sector and has allowed
a 9-year tax holiday period and
is encouraging technology-
based foreign investment in

hatcheries. growouts and feed .
. meals.” Redwan said.

Kazuo Haruna told the local
exporters that the relationship
between Japan and Bangladesh
at the government level was
very strong and underlined the
need for developing a strong
relationship at the private sec-

Aor level.

He pointed out that the
trade gap between Bangladesh
and Japan was huge and it
should be reduced through
mutual cooperation in trade
and investment.

“We are here to understand
the environment of investment
and | believe there are needs
to increase talks on private in-
vestment,” Haruna said.

Members of the team which
includes its deputy leaders
Jiro Rokukawa and Kazuo
Nukuzawa, said that Japan im-
ported textiles worth 13 bil-
lion dollars annually and the
textiles were of very high qual-
iLy.

! “Recently there has been a
change in the liking of the
consumers in Japan. look
for cheap but fashionable
clothes. | think, the Bangla-
deshi exporters should take
this opportunity,” said a mem-
ber ol the team.

FBCCL J apanese discuss investment

aboul cxport [lacilities I[rom
Bangladesh while Tesisuo
Nishizaka of the Maruneceni
Corporation asked about bank
guarantee facilities, particu-

- larly whether the central bank

of Bangladesh extended it or
nol

Deputy Governor of Bang-
ladesh Bank Mahbubul Amin,
sald that the central bank
usually did not provide bank
guarantee but could consider
from case Lo case basis. if need
be.

The central bank of Bang-
ladesh, Amin said, already took
responsibility under Article-8
of International Monetary Fo-
und (IMF) which requires
removal of all restrictions on
making payments for current

integnational transactions;

Energy Secretary Faizur Razzak
admitted that power crisis ex-
isted in the country and called
upon the delegation to make
investment in the power sec-
tor planned to be reformed for

wivate investment.
: Morshed Khan said that

Bangladesh's infrastructure fa-
cilities and power supply sit-
uation were definitely better
than those in Vietnam.
Sketching Bangladesh as a
base for production for re-
gional market, Latifur Rahman
of the MCCI said under the

lowed to enter other countries.
Japanese manufacturers can

avail of the opportunity.

The Midnight File

b - -
- Fresh violence in Karachi
KARACHI. June 12: Violence erupted in this southern
Pakistani port today after gunmen killed two workers of the
ethnic-based Mohajir Qaumi Movement (MQM) triggering
riots by outraged residents, police sources said. They said

unidentified gunmen riding a cab o

workers soon after they

ned fire on the MOQM

came out of a mosque after saying

their dawn prayers in the eastern district of Korangi. The
victims were scrayed with bullets in the chest, police said,

reporis AFP.

2nd phase of Euro polls begins

g
BRUSSELS, June 12: European leaders prepared for a blast
of criticisin from voters loday, with Spain's Felipe Gonzales,
Germany's Helmut Kohl and Britain's John Major having most
to lose. The second phase of European Parliament elections
got under way in eight European Union countries, giving
voters the chance to vent varying degrees of anger at their
government. Polling took place in Italy, Spain, Germany,
Belgium, Luxembourg, Greece, Portugal and France. Voters in
Britain, the Netherlands, Denmark and Ireland cast their
ballots on Thursday, but the results will not be known until
after today’'s vote, reports Reuter.

'Jointly formulate-policies
for neutral polls'

CHITTAGONG, June 12:
Speakers at a seminar on
“Caretaker Government and
Election Commission
Bangladesh Context” here to-
day called upon the ruling
party and the Opposition to
jointly - formulate policies to
hold a fair and impartial elec-
tion under the overall "super-
vision of the Election Commi-
ssion,” reports BSS.

They pointed out that the
arguments in favour of forming
a caretaker government were
not negligible, but formation of
such a govermment was against
the spirit of democracy during
the tenure of an elected gov-
ernment.

The arguments put forward
to by the Opposition for a

Strike motivated
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House a report on the allega-
tions of two opposition MPs
that "the Bangladesh mission
in Washington does not hoist
the national flag at the mi-
ssion building.”

The House also started de-
bate on the supplementary
budget vesterday.

Education Minister Sircar

| said. many of the teachers have

joined their duties after all
their demands except two,
were met.

'‘Most of the leaders ol the
movement are not teachers,
Sircar said adding thal "wea-
ching is no! 1 nere prolession
bt also a nussion \

“Those who wve still on
strike want 1o push the coun-
trv towards anarchy and make
parliament ineffective ... they
are guided by political mo-
tives.”

“It is clearly manifested
from the fact that the Leader
of the Opposition and Jatlya
Party and Workers Party lead-
ers addressed the striking
leachers.” '

He regretted that non-gov-
ernment teachers had tried to
realise their demands at the
cost of the future of SSC exam-
inces. He assured the House
that the HSC examinations due
in August will be heid in time
and the authorities have taken
all steps necessary to hold the
examinations smoothly.

Teachers from solne
11,000 private high schools
and KB40 non goverminent col-
lepes have @taried an indefinite
sit-in in Dhaka to realisc their
I B-pnint  charter ol demands,
including  Implementation of
the governnent pay scale for
thel.

Posie aud Telecommunica-
tinone Minister Tariqul Islam,
whio 15 one o Lhe nedoliators
from the governinent side,
having talks wiith the leaders
of the siriking teachers, sup-
plemented Sircar's statement
and said ‘the strike is poli-
tically motivated.’

“"We sat with them also on
Friday. We agreed to raise the
teachers’ benefit by 5 per cent

more to make it 75 per cent’

but they demanded a 10 per
cent rise.’

The minister said “they
wanted to meet the Prime
Minister. The PM agreed and
the meeting time was fixed at
8:30 pm. But they did not turn
up .... It seems a certain quar-
ter prevailed upon them not
to come to the meeting.”

"Their leader Mohammad

. Kamruzzaman is a presidium
member of the Awami League
and anether leader. Kazi
Farooq Ahmed is the younger

brother of Jativa Party leader
Kazi Zafar Ahmed.” Tariqul

inentioned.

It Is no wonder that they
arc influenced by the opposi-
lion parties.”

He questioned the justifia-
bility of the demand of equal

benefits enjoyed by the gov-
ernment teachers and said

caretaker government were,
however, weak and untenable,
they added. - 3y

The seminar held under
the auspices of the Chittagong
University Research Council at
the Zila Parishad Hall was
presided over by Dr. Ahmad
Fazle Hasan Chowdhury. It was
addressed by Chittagong Uni-
versity Vice Chancellor Prof
Refiqul Islam Chowdhury,
journalist Gias Kamal Chowd-
hury, Dr Aftab Ahmad and Dr
M Mahbub Ullah of Chittagong
University. Dr A N M Monir
Ahmad Chowdhury presented
the main paper on the.subject.

They said that there was no
such political situation at the
moment in the country that
called for formation of a care-
taker government. The un-
bending attitude of the Oppo-
sition and their continued boy-
cott of Jatiya Sangsad Session
amounted to opposing the
democratic process set in the
motion and expressing no-
confidence in the working of
Parliament, they further said.

They also observed that the
opposition political parties
hard stand on formation of a
carelaker government would
endanger Lthe democratic pro-
cess achicved after long strug-
e,

JS discussion
From Page 1 Col 8
out the prior approval of
Parliament.

The credibility of the bud-
get will be questioned if the
genwernment and the Parlia-
menit do not have any control
on it, he said. :

Siddiki pointed out irregu-
larities in the implementation
of various development pro-
jects and expenditure against
those and said that in many
cases, estimaied [unds were
exhausted hefore completion
of the work.

He said the ministries con-
cermed should come up with
answers lor their failure in
utilising the budgetary alloca- .
tions in the ADP.

The other treasury bench
member, Osman Gani Khan,
wanted to know why Tk 483
crore had been earmarked for
the Jamuna Mullipurpose
Bridge when the project was
yel to start. . .

Khan was critical ol addi-
tional allocation of about Tk .
104 crore for the defence on
account of new manpower and
construction of houses and of-
fices. This should not come to
the supplementary budget as
there was no sanction [or
those in the budget, he said.

The way additional money
was sought in the supplemen-
tary budget is not convincing
and the Parliament cannot
sanction money in this man-
ner, he said.

O G Khan demanded that

the supplementary budget
should be scrutinised like the

EIIJ%L- discussion will be re-

sumed when the House meets
today at 4.30 pm.
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Bangladesh is now in a posi-
tion to contribute its share of
foreign exchange in any joint
venture projects, he said.
adding reforms in financial
sectors had turned banks into
facilitating agencies for foreign
invesiors.

The Finance Minister said
with the cheapest labour, the
environment prevailing in the
country was now absolutely
favourable for foreign invest-
ment.

The Finance Minister was
aided by Communications
Minister Oli Ahmed, Com-
merce Minister M Shamsul ls-
lam., Energy Minister Dr
Khondaker Mosharraf Hossain,
Industries Minister A M Za-
hiruddin Khan, special envoy
of the Prime Minister M Mor-
shed Khan and State Minister
for Textiles Major (retd) M A
Mannan.

The ministers highlighted
the prospects and investment
potentials of vartous sectors of
their respective ministries.

Secretaries concerned,
representatives from the Board
of Investment were present In
the meeting.



