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MISSION VIEJO,
Caltf. June 12:
The final banners
are being hung.
The final nails are
being driven in.

Nearly six vears after it was
awarded to the United States,
the World Cup arrives in
America on Friday: reports AP.

Fifty-two games will be
played in nine cities over 31
days by 24 teams to decide the
world's soccer champions.
Stadiums will be filled and
about 3.65 millton tickets will
be sold for the guadrennial
tournament. breaking almost
all World Cup attendance re-
cords.

But it still remains to be
fseen if this event will achieve
its purpose — to finally estab-
lish the world's most popular
sport in the United States.

"I think by the end of the
tournament the United States
will know about the World
Cup,” Alan Rothenberg, head of
the US organizing committee,
said this week.

Opinion polls thus far paint
a far different picture. Most
show just one-quarter to one-
third of Americans surveyed
realize the tournament is being
played in the United States
this summer.

"1 think we're making in-
credible progress.,” Rothen-
berg said. "The last poll said
20 per cent. Now it's 31 per
cent. That's a 50 per cent
increase.”

Teams have been in thc
United States since May 17,
when Saudi Arabia became that
first to arrive. The last due in

is Germany, who arrive
Monday.
The Germans, the defend-

ing champions, open the tour-
nament Friday afternoon at
Soldier Field, with pregame
entertainment scheduled to
include American pop singers
Diana Ross, Daryl Hall, Jon
Secada and Sounds ﬂnch-
ness, and the crowd scheduled
to include US President Bill
Clinton and German Chance-
llor Helmut Kohl.

The United States, who
haven't advanced past the first
round since 1930, open agai-
nst Switzerland the next
morning at the Pontiac Silver-
dome in the first indoor game
in World Cup history. No hosts
have failed to advance to the
second round in 14 previous
World Cups.

“If we play at the top of our

level. and we have a little bit of
luck, 1 think we can accom-
plish it,” midfielder Tab Ramos
said. "We don’'t have the type of
pressure all the teams have
;rom their countries.”

By the time the tournament
concludes on July 17 in the
Rose Bowl, an estimated total
of 32 billion viewers will have
watched the games."

TV ratings in the US ‘are
expected to be minimal. Ro-
thenberg prefers to concen-
trate on the ticket sales. Thir-
ty-nine of the games have sold
out individual tickets, with the
rest available only through
premium packages.

Rothenberg is concerned
that too much attention is be-
ing paid to things that could go

" Awaiting a fabulous carnival

wrong and cites the positive
experiences of recent exhibi-
tion games.

‘1 don't think we're going m
have terrorist acts,” he said.
don't think we're going to haw:
hooligans. Last weekend was a
good sign of that. We had 91-
thousand plus at the Rose
Bowl, 73,000-plus at the Mea-
dowlands. They were happy.
excited, demonstrative. with
noisemakers, with flags and we
had virtually no problems "

Rothenberg also is looking
ahead to Major League Soccer,
which he heads. He'll an-
nounce the 12 cities for his
league this week, and he says
it will start play next April 9.
He's spent the last two weeks
checking out the stadiums.

"In the next week, what has

to be done is straighten out
the ticketing issue. finish con-
struction of the stadiums, fin-
ish the look, se]l the unsold
tickets,” he said.

Even before the I.ﬂurnamcnt
begins, the World Cup has
caused three international fla-
ps.

— Nigeria was angered that
the United States wouldn't al-
low Nigeria Airways to land in
this country, a ban modified
Friday when the US govern-
ment said the plane could
come if it first was checked in
Senegal.

— Muslims were angered
that The Coca-Cola Co and
McDonald's Corp used the
Saudi Arablan flag, which con-
tains words from the Koran, on
promotional items.

— Greeks were angered

alleged robbery during last
Sunday's exhibition game ei-
thér didn't happen or was an
inside job.
Soccer is used to such
things. It's part of its culture.
Rothenberg believes US

fans will like the international -

flavour of the tournament. and
infernational fans will enjoy
soccer-related vacations in the
United Stales. He eslimales
the tournament will generate
dirs 4 billion for the US econ-
omy, and World Cup officials
say about dirs 1 billion in li-
censed merchandise will be
sold.

For tourists, organizers have

arranged for European news-
papers such as The Times of
London and La Gazzetta dello
Sport to be avajlal:rlc in major
hotels.
- For dignitaries, US soccer
officials promise to flatter
them as such as their Euro-
pean counterparts. -

In the end, FIFA wants the
US World Cup to look like any
other.

"Everybody is fixated on the
security issue, but we have

‘made clear to out security that

we're not going to take away
from the beauty of this event,”

Rothenberg said.

"Yes flagpoles were taken
(at the exhibition games), but
flags weren't. Flags were ev-
erywhere. People had horns. If
the Brazilians bring their
drums, we'll shake them, and
if there's a weapon inside we'll
take it. but they'll have their
drums. This will be a fabulous
carnival for everybody.”

when Rothenberg claimed an
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Goals galore
in Fed Cup

Sports Reporter

If football is a game of goals
then the match between Rah-
matganj MFS and Abahani KC
of Khulna deserves fulsome ac-
colade as ten goals were
scored with Rahmatganj fi-
nally prevailing by 6-4 in the
first of BEXIMCO yesterday's
two matches of the 12th Fed-
eration Cup. football tourna-
ment.

Rahmatganj, a First Division
outfit of Dhaka football ‘who
conceded a tenth minute goal

bounced back hitting four goals

in the first half.

Winger Akhter, who re-
stored parity for the winners
converting a penalty in the

27th minute, scored two more
goals in the later half to earn

the feat of scoring the first
hattrick of the two-day old
meet,

Striker Towhid scored two
goals banging twice at the
stroke of the breather while
Milon netted the other in the
29th minute of the play.

The outstation Khulna

Abahani KC who drew the first

blood when

Humayun found the net
with a neat placing shot. Sub-
stitute Kamal scored two goals
in' the second half while He-
mayet netted the other to re-
duce the margin. :

Rahmatganj will take on
Wari Club in their next Group
A match on Thursday.

In the other match of the
day, at the same venue, Sadha-

ran Bima KS thrashed Tiger SC

of Manikganj 3-1.

Striker Ripon. who scored
twice, .
2-0 lead in the first half.

Substitute Abul scored the
other for the winners while
Zalar pulled one goal back for
Tiger Club by a powerful left-
footer from outside the box
five minutes before the final
whistle.

Sadharan Bima will meet
Farashganj in Lheir next Group
B match on Tuesday.

Zia, Konica
U-18 badminton

champs

Sports Reporter

Zia and Konica clinched the
boy's and girl's singles titles of
the wunder-18 badminton
championship winning their
respective finals in straight
sets on the concluding day at
the NSC wooden floor gymna-
sium yesterday.

Zia, a |6-year-old high
school student of Chittagong.
earned a facile 15-9. 15-5 win
over Momin of Ohaka.

In the girl's singles [inal

*Konica humbled Momo 11-1.

11-1 in an one-sided affair.

Finance Minister M Saifur
Ralhiman later distributed tro-
phies among the winners as
chief puest.

Fifty-five players including
six girls took part in the week-
long meet organised by the
Bangladesh Badminton Federa-
tlon

England retain
winning side

LONDON. June 12: England
selectors have largely kept
laith with a winning side by
making left-arm seamer Paul
Taylor the only change for
Thursday's second Test against
New Zealand, reports AFP

Taylor, who had a terrible
time in India a year ago. takes
the place of the injured Mark
Nott in 4 1 3-man squad for the
Lord's Tesi

Though Devon Malcolm's
head had been on the chop-
ping block after a poor show
ing in the victorions first Test,
selectors gave the experienced
paceman i last minute re
prieve

And chairman ol selectors
Ray Ilingworth confirmied that
most of last night's (delibera-
tions had centred o1 the fast
bowling departmeni

‘Alter all, to bowl (ol New
Zealand twice on a good pitch

was a good performance you
cannot ask for much more
than that.

Like llott at Trent Bridge,
though, Taylor may fail to
nmake the final X| with
llingworth suggesting there is
more chance of England play-
ing both front-line spinners at
Lords New boy Richard Stemo
was ultimately omitted from
the first Test team but will
hope to win his first cap when
battle resumes on Thursday
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Spike Lee (2nd from L) looks on as the players take a break to meet their fans in Los Angeles

on Saturday.

__— AFP photo

.Heart of Asia’s malady

DALLAS, June 12:
Asia's 3.2 billion
people are 59 per
cent of the wo-
rid's population.
You might think
that's enough to field a World
Cup champion team, reports
AP. |

But as it is, ﬂmhﬁon‘s two
entrants would just like to
reach the second round of the
24-country soccer champi-
onship. Asia's 44 countries In-
clude the world's two most
populous, China and India,
stable economies like Japan
and oil-rich Arab nations. In
contrast, Europe has only 9.4
per cent of the world popula-
tion but many soccer world
champions.

Except for North Korea's
sensational 1-0 ®in against
Italy in the 1966 champi-
onship in England that took
them to the quarterfinals,
Asian teams have done poorly
in the 14 World Cup tourna-
ments since 1930.

Anatomical shortcomings,
poor funding and lack of inter-
national exposure are among
the reasons cited for Asin s
soccer agony.

An overriding reason is that
leisure take a back seat
in countries where people are
hungry and poor. There is no
popular sports culture, not
much sports history. Sports Is

still a pastitne. not business.

“Asian players are shorter
and less agile than others. We
lag behind in soccer skill,” said
Cha Bum-kun, 41, a South Ko-
rean national player turned
coach.

Cha, who played for Ger-
many's Bundesliga from 1979
to 1989, also blamed lack of
funding and geography that
often make travel difficult.

"Asian countries do not have
enough chances to play each
other in international or con-
tinental meets. | see the situa-
tion in Europe is quite differ-

_ent,” Cha said in an interview.

Only five Asian nations have
professional soccer leagues —
Japan, Saudi Arabia, South Ko-
rea, Malaysia and Hong Kong.

In India, home to 900 mil-
lion people, three schools in
four have no proper play-
ground or gymnasium.

Asia's two teams in the
1994 tournament. South Korea
and Saudi Arabia. have the
lowest odds of winning the
World Cup. Ladbrokes in Lon-
don has set 250-1 for South
Korea and 500-1 for Saudi
Arabia.

"Most Asian countries are
poor and can ill-afford to pour

1 into sports like their

estern counterparts.” said

Omani soccer fan Bader al Bu-
saidy. 32, a government em-

ployee. "And producing a soc-

cer team ol international stan-
dards nowadays. involves big
money." -

Ahmed Nejm, a board
member of the Jordan Soceer
Federation attributed the Asian

failures to lack of o isation.
“Alrican soccer players were

bad once, but they are now
even better than the Euro-
peans because they have
stronger bodies and have de-
veloped technical skills and in-

telligence and they are ‘E
team-cooperative my y."

jim said in Amman, Jordan.
"Asian pilayers lack these
features and hence their pnm‘

performance.”
A brighter future is seen h'f

Peter Velappan, secretary gen-
eral of the 44-member nation
Asian Football Confederation,
who says Asian soccer will im-
prove over the coming decade.
He is pushing for FIFA,
world soccer’s governing body,
to give Asia at least four berths
by the 2002 tournament,
which is likely to be held in

ilﬁiﬂ.@l{‘l’lue- logic: five of the former
Soviel republics are now part
of Asia. And the World Cup. fi-
nals will expand from 24 to 32
teams for the 1998 tourna-
mernt in France. There. Asia's
guota will. rise [rom 4wo to

thrge
ng- are {iﬂ’Eleiﬂg though

slowly, but surely,” Velappan
said,

MISSION VIEJO,
Calif, Junel2: By
his own descrip-
tion. he's not
blessed with
abundant talent,
is certainly not the nimblest
guy around. and is not too
good-looking.

All of which is fine with Cle
Kooiman, a rugged defender
for the US World Cup soccer
team, reports AP

Kooiman, a 6-foot-1 [1.86-
meter), 190-pound (85.5 kg)
former San Diego State stand-
out, Is sort of an enforcer, a
scrappy player who wants to
intimidate. than outplay the
opponent's forwards who ven-
ture into his domain. -

“Intimidation is one of my
biggest advantages.” said the
bearded Koolman, nickriamed
the *"Wild Man" and “the Wall"
by his American teammates.
"Just with my look when |
step on the field, I'm hoping
that | will intimidate my player
(the forward going against
him) a little bit.

“When you play in the back,
you don't want to be a pretty
boy. Bul even if you are. you
can rattle the other guy's cage
by coming in hard on the [irst
tackle. I'think that's the gi-. (-
est part of the intimidal on
factor. The first time you touch
the | as a forward, I'm going

you know I'm going 1o be
in your face for the whole 90
minutes.

"I want him to think twice
when he gets the ball. If not,
he's going to have confidence
and he's going to have a field
day.”

Kooiman. a native of nearby
Ontario, Calif. has played the
past four years in the Mexican
first division., including two
seasons with the Juarez Cobras
and two with Cruz Azul. where
he was the team captain in
1 993.
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Defensive players rarely get
much recognition, although
soccer followers know that the
matchup of forwards against
defenders usually tells the
story of a game.

"As a defender, you have to
love what you do, and | do love
it.” he said. “I'm very competi-
tive, and 1 hate to lose a tackle,
hate for somebody to beat me
with the ball.

“*For me, ltttinﬂ the other

"~ CLE KOOIMAN
guy get a play gouing on our goal

is the same as me having a
good shot on goal on the ¢ her

end and hitting the crosshar

"1 think defenders deli-
nitely are the unsung guys.’”
Playing defense looks simple.
but it's really quite dillicult,
Kooiman said

“It's a very physical posi-
tion, you definitely get a lot ot
body contact.” he said “Bul
you have to do a lot of reading,
knowing when to come up.
when (o stay back. when to go
in on a tackle. when to hang

- back. That only comes with

e X perience
"It's much easier to have
the ball on vour feet and be go

~| l.:,_ | i A i A 4

CAPS A %14

LOOPING  ALS | R

Kooiman—the "wild' Amerwan

ing forward shan to be
somebody with the ball. If 1
make a mistake on defence,
the ball's going to be in the
back of my net. If a forward
makes a mistake, it's usually
no big deal.”

Kooiman knows it's impor-
tant that he beats his man
consistently. either getting to
the ball first, making the for-
ward turn back upfield, or tak-
ing him down with a tackle.

“Its 11 vs. 11, and f."lll'
take my position against my |

forward: if 1 win every ﬁngle
air ball and win every tackle,:
then I've marked him out of
the game,

“If we have four other full-
backs that do the same thing,
three out of the four midfield-
ers do the same. thing, and one

ol the [orwards does the same '
thing, then we've dominated

the game. That's what you're '
trving to do. win your individ-
tal battles and you've won your
team battle.”

Kooiman and his American
teammates open World Cup
play against Switzerland on

June 18 al the Silverdome in

Mich.

Kabaddi league
beérllh tOMOIrrow

Metropolis Premier
Kabaddi league. organised by
the Bangladesh Amateur Kaba-
i Federation. will begin to-
morrow at the kabaddi court of
the Outer Stadium. reports .
LIND
Eight services teams, di-
vided in two groups, will com-

pete in the league to be played

imitially on a league basis.

Teams. Group A — a-
tlesh Hifles (Senior}, Bangla-
clesh Ansars, Bangladesh Police
A and Fire Service.

tiroup B — Bangladesh Ri-
Mes (Junior), Village Defence
Party (VDP). Bangladesh Police

Pontine,

B and Civil Defence,

BRA ARE VIC HORKOUS AT LA m
N FES T AM TC AN il CUP OUTEIDE
Trie il OwN CONTINENT THE NEW
wORIINGA v ARy A HUGE
ARCUING ' ™ CH TS BEEN A
TR N T

fedk SROOND WALF FLLC NI

i AMNLUTE S e Hfﬂ#!{l-hl:l!:maulll
B E OO MALHE A DFFTLY KNS Tl BAY
W S COPPONENT S WAL O
VOLLEYING W Bl:ASYE 5 TWalD

N EOUR A0 ITE S
AL AN

gy g
ARG DR ARy
‘ LUDES T FPHR GV MAA

A RS B



