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WASHINGTON, June 12: US
trade representative Mickey

Bid to develop business sector |

Kantor says the recently com-
pleted Uruguay Round global
trade accord will not force the
United States to take in unsafe
food imports but instead will
increase its ability to challenge
arbitrary food restrictions im-
posed on its food products for
trade, not health, reasons, ac-
cording to USIS.

"Only the US Congress has
the ability to change US law.”
Kantor said in issuing June 9 a
new report prepared by the
Food and Drug Administration,
Environmental Protection
Agency and US t of
Agriculture. “The World Trade
Organisation will not affect US
sovereignty. and will not aflect
the US right to pass new laws,
enforce existing laws, or set its
own levels of environmental
protection.”

The US trade representa-
tive said that allegations that
the Uruguay Round accord
weakens food safety standards
are "misguided relying on tac-
ucs of fear and exaggeration to
attack the Agreement.”

The report. he said, con-
cludes that the Uruguay Round
Agreement “will not force the
United States to adopt lower
international food safety stan-
dards. will permit the United
States (o continue (o reject
food imports that the United
States does nol consider safe
and will permit states (o main-
tain stricter food salety stan-
dards than the federal gov
ernment.”

S Africa to review
trade ties with
neighbours

CAPE TOWN. June 12: Sou
th Africa will renegotiate all its
trade agreements with nei-
ghbouring states to assure a
more balanced trade flow,
Trade and Industry Minister
Trevar Manue! said on Friday,
reports Reuter.

He told a news conference
at the southern African summit
of the World Economic Forum
that delegates had identified
trade as a key issue in ensuring
sustainable economic growth
in the region.

"Sadly. trade is now a one
way street io markets that are
not sustainable.” he said in an
apparent reference to the aid
dependency of most of South
Africa's neighbours.

Manuel said South Alrica
would review its Southern
African Customs Union (SACU)
agreement with Botswana. Le-
sotho, Swariland and Namibia
as well as trade agreements
with Malawi and Zimbabwe.

The smaller states depend
for a large measure of their
budgetary income from tarills
on external trade under the
SACU agreement., which pro-
vides for a free trade between
the five members.

vision of Asia-Pacific region

SINGAPORE, June 12: Bu-
siness leaders from 16 Asia-
Pacific economies discussed
ways to come up with a unified
vision of the region's future
during two days of talks here
which ended yesterday, re-
ports Reuter.

“We want to develop a busi-

ness-sector vision of the Asia-
Pacific region. end to recom-
mend to the (government)
leadegs ways and means for ad-
vancing the economic devel-
opment of the region.,” the
delegates said in a statement.

Singapore hosted the first
meeting of the Pacific Business
Forum (PBF), a temporary
working group within Lhe Asia
Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) forum. The island re-
public is the site of the APEC
secretariat.

The PBF members agreed
to hold two more meetings
here. in August and Septem-
ber. before submitting their
final report to I[ndonesias
President Suharto in late Oc-
tober .

Indonesia chairs the 17

LOS BANOS. Philippines.
June 12: South and Southeast
Asia's less hospitable rain-fed
lands are likely to star in ef-
forts to boost rice harvests and
case a projecied supply crunch
by the turn of the century, sci-
entisis say. reports AFP

Agronomists al the Interna-
tional Rice Research Institute
(IRRI) here say that these non-
irrigated lands will be the
source of the world's next po-
tential miracle rice seed,
which they are feverishly try-
ing to develop.

Harvests in irrigated farms
which account for 75 per cent
cent of the world's tetal rice
output, have already reached
their plateau at 6.5 to seven
tonnes per hectare lacre] even
with the aid of the most mod-
ern scientific technigques.

With population growth out-
acting production. attention is
now focused on breaching the
yield barrier in the rain-fed
lowlands and flood-prone
fieids of Bangladesh, Myanmar
india, Nepal. Pakistan and Shri
Lanka as well as parts of
Southeast Asia's such as Cam-
bodia.

They comprise 40 per cent
of the world's rice-
area but account for only 25
per cent of the total harvests
of 520 million tonnes annually
Rice varieties that recently

member APEC this year, made
up of Pacific Rim nations, the
group aims to promote dia-
logue and cooperation among
members.

The idea for the PBF sprang
from last years APEC leaders
summit in Seattle. The group's
mission is “to identify issues
APEC should address to facili-
tate regional trade and invest-
ment and encourage the fur-
ther development of business
networks throughout the re-

gion,” according to the lead-
ers’ Seattle economic vision
statement.

Each member country was
allowed two representatives al
the PBF meeting. one from a
large company and the other
from a small or medium en-
terprise.

Only Mexico and Chile did
not attend, "Because of short
ness of notice,” said Tommy
Koh of Singapore, Director of
the Institute ol Policy Studies
and PBF Executive Secretary

The forum was co-chaired
by Indonesia and the United
States. Countries or economies

grow in these areas yleld only
2.5 wonnes per hectare These
are the plants resistant to
pests and natural disasters Lhal
[requent these countries. In
cluding floods. droughts and
typhoons

High ylelding varieties de
veloped by |RRl three decades
ago, cannot grow in these will
lands and scientists are in the
process of developing a plant
that can both withstand ad
verse climates and double out
put to around five tones per
hectare.

If this happens scientists
say that the share of non-irn
gated lands in the worid's total
rice production can drastically
increase 10 nearly 50 per cent

Minoru Yamauchi a
Japanese plant physiologist al
IRR! in Los Banos town jus!

soulh of Manila, wld AFFP 1
mav Lake live years Lo creatle

materials for this plant
through biotechnology Five
years 0 bread it and other five
years for actual field experi-
ments.

But he said that the project
had greater chances of success
than efforts to develop a new
variety that would hike rice
harvests in the irrigated lands
from 6.5 tonnes per hectare to
10 tonnes during the same
time frame

Asia’s non-in'igated lands
may boost rice harvests

attending were: Australia.
Brunei, Canada, China. Hong
Kong. Indonesia, Japan, Korea,
Malaysia, New Zealand. Papua
New Guinea, the Philippines,
Singapore, Tatwan and Thai-

" land.

Since its formation in 1989,
APEC has been hampered by
disagreements among Its
members on the face of its in-
stitutionalisation and develop-
ment. There has also been
some grumbling that the group
seems overly bureaucratic and
lacks practical clout in busi-
ness and trade.

Al a post-meeting press
conference PBF delegates said
they discussed trade and in-
vestment liberalisation and
facilitation, support for small
and medium enterprises, hu-
man-resource development,
technology cooperation. in-
formation exchange, infras-
tructure development. and in-
teraction belween govern-
ments and business.
PBF was unlikely

enl forun.

to become

a p Koh said.

] feel that this research on
unfavorable rice ecosystems
will make a greater impact on
poverty because it is in these
areas where we can find the
poorest farmers.” sald Ma-
habub Hossain, an [RRI
economist and Head of the
Institute's Social Sciences Di-
vision

From 1985 to 1993, the
rice production growth rate
was at 1.4 per cent annually.
compared to population ex-
pansion during the same pe-
riod of 1.8 per cent, he said.

As more rice lands are con
verted to housing areas or fac-
tory sites because of industrial-
izations, production is pro-
jected to decline further, he
added

Since the prospect of de-
veloping a new rice seed that
would increase production in
irrigated lands appears bleak
for the next 15 years, scien-
tists are ringing alarm bells of
apposable shortage in Asia —
home to the world's most vo-
racious rice eaters.

“Stocks are depleting and
uniess we reverse that produc-
tion growth. may be within
this decade. the rice situation
would be very tight.” said Hos-
sain. Adding that rice output
for the past four years had re-
mained flat at 520 million
tonnes annually .
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horage 2 : pecialised Jute  10/50  NT
Vesnsln st awiss’ SHC | Yousu Flour 10/50  13.00 ghin-r Pukur Jute  100/5 280.00
Ready on Zral Hur?ﬁ Sugar 10/ 50 6.03 | 10075 130.00
Tanary Star Cement Sing llﬁi ?"E FUEL & POWER (4 DEBENTURES (6)
Umang Kand 8} N ” rm' BCIL 2000/1 28890 .00
; Inta & Yy 10/90. 1 I 7%
Pavilas-| ek | 96 | Kamtern Lubricant _10/80 14,00 e e R
National Oxygen 100/10 7000 (17% )
Vessels awaiting instruction Padma Oil Co 10/50 7000 Heximeo Infusion  1500/2 1636.00
Loyal Bird Urea Mang ENCL R/A [25/5) TEXTILE 21) 117%)
B R/A(3/6 . NT #9000
Banglar Shourabh - /A f"_i_ m x "i“ﬁ lb%ff% A, TIIB :WW Pharma R56 /|
Artne Textile 100/10 11200  Beximco thetic 2500/3 340000
“"‘H“’“‘-‘""’ 13.6.94 Ashral Textile 10/50 2030 o o
OUTGOING INCOMING SHIFTING Chand Textile 10/50 NT salk 1500/1 1390.00
- Chand Spinning 10/50 NT 294
GSJ Alma -7 GS) Banglar Asha  J/12 Samudra Samrat to J/2 Dk Castaate 100/10 85028 I .
J/2 Elang -Vill __NB Tanary Star Dulamis Cotton ~ 100/10 10300  noew - FV = Face Value ML=
The above were the Hl.ll.'idlj"l ;hipplng position n:d performance of Eagle Star Texttle 10/50 1920 M rh;t Lot NT= Not Traded
vessels of Chittagong Port as per berthing sheet of CPA supplied by GMCG Ind Corp 10/50 1000 e lot t Letter
HRC Group, Dhaka | Modern Dyeing 100/5 37325 AL = Allotmen




