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Traumatic Bus Ride

by Ashfaqul Haque

"Direct . . direct . . Gulistan-Mirpur . . . Dosh
Nomber Gol Chakkor . . . direct”. slapping their
palms on the steel body of the buses and the
minibuses.. the conductors and helpers shout
in a hoarse and well rehearsed voice tp attract
the passengers at Fulbaria bus terminal. The
scene is no different at other bus stoppages in
Dhaka.

In a manner bordering on to hysteria they
shout on until all
the space inside a
bus is fully packed.
Only then. the bus
starts plying thro-
ugh the equally ja-
mmed roads. tou-
ching almost all
the stoppages en
route, while the
passengers ponder
abut the real mean-
ing of the word
'direct’! And ulti-
mately they realize
that the word 'di-
rect' is a real misn-
omer here. This
has now become
a part of the
regular ordeal the
city travellers
are subjected to.

Over 70 lakh
inhabitants of this
metropolis and al-
most an equal
number who come
for business have to avail various modes of
transport to reach different parts of the city
everyday. Of them nearly 54 per cent travel by
bus or minibus. |

The number of buses and mini-buses is
miserably inadequate to offer a reasonable
ser-vice to the city dwellers.

Everyday at the city's different bus stop-
pages, people are actually left with no cholice
but to rush into the already over-packed buses
and make place for themselves or at least cre-
ate a scope for setting a foot on the foot-stand
and grab with all the might the handle fixed to
the door even with a single hand. Thus, an ac-
robatic work-out starts. The travails of bus
travelling have produced many a jokes like —
if you bring an empty bus at the ‘finish’ line,
the bus travellers of Dhaka will be able to set
the world mark in 100m sprint.

Some one who doesn't have the experience
might think that the passengers inside the bus
are the the lucky few, actually the seats and
the spaces are so designed that at times, the
lucky () passengers inside have to perform

travelling.

7~ WANTED

Lady Secretary required for BRAC Head Office
at Mohakhali, Dkakn

Qualifications :

® Minimum two years experience as a Secretary.

@ Should be fluent in English and Bengali.

® Word Processing/Typing, minimum spced 40 words
per minuie. Short-hand speed of 100 words per mmulc

® Salary ncgotiabic

Plcase apply with compicte curriculum vitae and a recent
passport size photograph by Junc 20, 1994 10 :

BRAC

Personnel Department
66, Mohakhali C/A
Dhaka 1212.

Bangladesh University of
Engineering & Technology, Dhaka

Re-Tender Notice

No.P&D /L. P-1(318) /199384 /D-2636 (2)

Dated 12/06/94

Sealed Tenders are hereby invited from the
bonafide suppliers for supply of Micro
Computer, Printer and Voltage Stabilizer at an
estimated cost of Tk 2.78.000.00.

Intending tenderers shall have to obtain
permission for purchasing tender papers etc. on
application to the undersigned. Application
must accompany GIR certificate, Trade licence
and certificate of experience about concern
works/supplies etc. from reputed organisations.
Tender papers and other terms & conditions

will be available from the office of the

undersigned on payment of Tk 400.00 (non-
refundable) to the Sonali Bank, BUET branch,
Dhaka. Each tender must accompany a Bank
Draft or Pay Order from Nationalised Bank
amounting to 5% of the quoted amount as
earnest money deposited in favour of the
Comptroller of this University without which
no tender will be considered. Tenders must be
put into the tender box kept for this purpose in
this office up to 2-30 PM of 22-6-94 and will be
opened on the same day at 2-35PM before the
tenderers present.

The University authﬂnty reserves the right to
accept or reject any or all the tenders or one or
more items of any tender without assigning any
reason whatsoever.

No tender papers will be sold on the opening
day of the tender.

De
Piannmg &

uty Director

D-535 velopment

immensely difficult acrobatic caricatures and
wresile with the fellow passengers in such a
desperation that one who hardly travels by bus
might think of a rescue operation inside.

The servicemen, working people, students,
for whom a journey by a baby-taxi or a rickshaw
is much too e#xpensive, have no way but to
avoid the oddest and often the riskiest mode of

Taking the
helpless passen-
- gers for granted,
the transport own-
ers are cashing in
on their helpless-
ness through vari-
ous f{llicit ways,
especially at the
time of clock iIn
and clock off at
city’'s working cen-
tres. A section of
the motor opera-
tors and workers
have introduced
some peculiar ser-
vices like ‘'direct’,
‘gate-lock’, 'sitting
service' etc. only to
meet their own
ends. '
According to a
survey report con-
ducted by the Cen-
sumers' Associa-
tion of Bangladesh
(CAB) in 1993,

74.66 per cent passengers accused the opera-
tors of charging excessive bus fares.

The government,
gazette notification on September 26,1990 has
fixed the rate of inter-city bus and minibus fare
which allows the operators to charge Tk
0.32/km for buses and Tk 0.35/km for
minibuses. But there are numerous reports
that the bus fare has been manipulated and
that the government virtually has no control
over the offenders of this rule.

Both the government and the private bus
owners did little to promot this vital service
sector as a modern and useful one to meet the
growing needs of the denizens.

Some experts stressed the need to increase
the number of buses and also to modernise the
whole service system to overcome the gradu-
ally worsening situation.

They are also of the opinion that a modern
transport service
help replace rickshaws and simultaneously
help reduce the severe traffic jams in most of
the city routes.

however, through a

in this populous city could

126 NGOs to help

rehabilitate
city hawkers

Twenty six non-government
organisations (NGOs) will as-
sist Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) for the rehabilitation of
the city hawkers and slum
dwellers, reports BSS

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the representatives
of various NGOs held yesterday
morning at the Nagar Bhaban
with Mayor Mohammad Hanifl
in the chair

Matters relating to im
proved housing, sanitation and
sell-employment opportunities
for the city hawkers and slumn
dwellers were also discussed
elaborately in the meeting

Mayor Mohammad Hanif
thanked the NGO representa
tives for their decision to be
involved with the DCC in such
humanitarian services.

Among others, Director of
Urban Development Studies,
Prof Nazrul Islam and repre-
sentatives of 26 NGOs includ
ing Gana Sahajya Sangstha,
Manobik Shahajya Sangstha,
Bangladesh Women's Health
Coalition and Proshika Man
abik Unnaygn Kendra were
presend al the meeling.

Sramik Party

criticises budget

By Staff Correspondent

Jatlya Sramik Party in a
statement yesterday criticised
the proposed budget saying
that the budge! was formulated
protecting the interest of the
rich people

The statemnent issued by its
president Shah Mohammad
Abu Safar and general secre-
lary M A Gafur also said that
the budget does not contain
any directives for creation of

job  uvpporiunities
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CPB leader Mujahidul Islam behm apeakmg at a meeting in the city yesterday.

to democratic values

Bangladesh has reaffirmed
her commitment, abiding faith
and interest in democratic val-
ues and institutions as well as
welfare and safe working at-

mosphere for the people. re- -

ports UNB.

The reaffirmation was made
by Labour and Manpower Min-
ister Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
while addressing the plenary
sessfon of 81st International
Labour Conference on Saturday
in Geneva, said a message re-
ceived here yesterday.

He told the conference that
the Bangladesh government
had constituted National Law
Commission for updating the
existing labour law.

Mannan said the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation
(ILO) should continue to play
its role In strengthening na-
tional capacities of the devel-
oping countries, particularly
the least developed ones.

The Labour Minister com-
mended the report titled
Defending Values and Promot-
ing Change: Social Justice in a
Global Economy,” produced by
ILO Director General Michel
Hansenne before the confer-
ence,

He mentioned ILO's impor-
lant role as pariner to its

constituents in technical co-
operation and hoped that this
would remain a major means of
action for the organisation.

He also hoped that the
newly established Multi-Disci-
plinary Teams (MDTS) of ILO
in various regions of the world
would play a major role in the
field of ILO's technical ser-
vices. '

BUET exam
dates shifted

Dates for different examina-
tions of the Bangladesh Uni-
versity of Engineering and
Technology (BUET) have been
shifted. reports UNB.

According to a BUET press
release, S5th year (Architec-
ture] examinations of 1990-91
session will be held on June
22 from 9:00 am instead of
June 21.

Examinations of the 3rd.
4th and 5th years of 1991-92
session under all faculties of
the university will also be held
on June 22 instead of June 21
[rom 9:00 am.

The other schedules for the
examinations will, however.

remain unchanged, the release
added.

S
Editor of the dutly Janakantha Anqulluh Khan Maaud

coming out of the court in the city yesterday after appearing
with his antiapatory hml pﬂltu:n

Rotary

meeling w1|| be held. Venue: Dhaka Club, Time,

Club of Dhﬂ.kﬂ Lentral Rr.guldr weekly

1:30 pm.

Zahir Raihan Film Society: organiscs a Banga.

Russian filln session. Film:
Kozintsev

7. Dhanmond|. Time: 6 pm

Youth of Maxim. Director: G

Venue, Russian Cultural Centre. House 510, Road

Girl Guides Association: Concluding ceremony of
its national counxil
Jamiruddin Sircar
930 am.
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- Moderate

Occasional moderate rain or 1hundershower is likely to
occur al most places over Chittagong ond Barisal divisions. at
many places over Khulna and [Dhak divisions and at a few

places over Rajshahi divisior
pm today. reports UNB.

Chiel guest
Venue: Guide House auditorium. Time:

Education Minister
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rain hkely

churing the next 24 hours till 6

Met Office said moderately heavy to heavy rainfall may also
occur at places over Chittagong and Barisal divisions and
moderately heavy fall at places elsewhere over the country

during the period

it said the day temperature may remain nearly unchanged

over the country

The country s highest temperature was recorded 32 .4 in
Srimangal and the lowest 24 degrees in Hatia yesterday

The sun

sels today (Monday) al

6:48 pm and rises

tomorrow [Tuesday) at 5:10 am
The maximum and minimum temperature of some major
cities/towns recorded yestierday were

City /Town Temperature Hunmmdity

in Celsius in percentage

Max Min 9 am Bpm
Dhalca 41.0 26 0 02 (o ¥4
Chittagong 30 6 295 7H BH
Rajshah 30 8 250 92 ()
Khuina 35 25 4 94 o s ]
Sylhet 30 K 25 2 KA 97
Barisal 27 6 24 5 he 1o o
Cox s Bazar 250 100 -
DAnajpr 315 14 R KO 91

*

By Staff Correspondent

A school boy was reportedly
kidnapped from the city's
Willes Little Flower School yves-
terday.

Amit. a student of class six,
was missing after the end of
his class in the afternoon. No
further details were available.

\ .

Amit's father, Manjur Rah-
man Biswas, has lodged a case
with the Ramna police.

pendence on donors |
BSS,

—~ Star phuh

Dhaka reaffirms commitment | Boy kidnapped

No steps to save

local industries,
says CPB

The leaders of the Commu-
nist Party of Bangladesh (CPB)
yesterday called upon the au-
thorities to take appropriate
measures to promote the
country's industrial sector
with a view to minimising de-
reports

- They said this while ad-
dressing a public meeting in
front of the party office in the
city yesterday evening.

With CPB president
Shahidullah Chowdhury in the
chair, the meeting was ad-
dressed, by party general sec-
retary Mujahidul Islam Seliin
and central committee mem-
bers Manjurul Ahsan Khan,
Nurul Islam, Morshed Ali,
Prasad Roy, Syed Baker, Ziaur
Rahman and Abdul Halim.

Selim said the government
had opted for the open market
economy. But little measure
have been taken to protect the
local industries and enter-
prises.

Referring to the on-gong
si-in strike of the non-gov-
ernment teachers, he said it
was very unfortunate that the
authorities were not paying any
heed to their demands,

He expressed solidarity
with the teachers

2990 held under
Anti-terrorism
Act so far

Some 2,990 people have
been arrested under the Anti-
terrorism Act since its enact-
ment, the Home Minister told
Parliament yesterday, reports
UNB. .

Replying to a question that
stood in the name of Dr AK M
Asjad of Jamaat, Abdul Matin
Chowdhury said 813 of the ar-
rested people had been pun-
ished.

He categorically said the act
was not used indiscriminately

for any political purpose.

Repl}rlng another question
from Latifur Rahman of Jamaat
the Home Minister said 1,306
people had been arrested on
charge of assaulting women till
date since July 1 last year.

To another question from
Maulana Sakawat Hossain, also
of Jamaat, Matin said 203 in-
cidents of crimme had occurred
in Dhaka city in the last 5
months since Jan ‘1. The
crimes included 41 murders,
115 incidents of kidnapping, 8
dacoity and 39 hijacking.

In reply to a supplementary,
Chowdhury said following the

enforcement of the Anti-ter-
rorism Act the rate of crime
had declined remarkably.
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At Reliance Your Security

Comes ‘First

EXPERIENCE * STRENGTH * SECURITY

RELIANCE
INSURANCE

LIMITED

BSB BUILDING, 8 RAJUK AVENUE
DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH

Phone PABX - 240108-6, 235080
Tolex 671108 RIL BJ




