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Mohammad Hasan Al hl Raigan;j thana in Serajgan)

district seen with the mini-truck which he rngged up using

a shallow tube well irrigation

ingenuity.

Irmigatio

pump — a tribute to
— Star photo

n pump—drwen

mini truck

By Masud Hasan Khan

No government supporl il
no foreign aid — all Md. Hasan

Ali needed was a little imagina-
tion and innovation. And the
result was an irrigafion pump-
driven mini truck!

The achievement of Ali, a
resident of Raiganj thana in
Sirajgan| district, is unique
since he installed an irrigation
pump in the bpdy of a mini
truck — and not in a country
boal as is practised.

He bought a gear box,.
stzering system, wheels,
brakes, leaf springs and other
pnrtnnfannrld and out of use

Then he bought steel angle-
bars from a local markel and
got the chasis of the mini
truck built from a welding
shop.

When the chasis was ready.
Ali assembled all the parts and
built a wooden body on it to

te two passengers.

Later, he installed a 16-
horse-power irrigation pump
and connected its fly wheel Lo
the shaft of the truck's gear
box. -
When the engine is swit-

apanese
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ideal areas lor Japancse capital
and knowhow.,” DBecum Zia
hoped and cited soimne other

putential’ sectors like shrimp
culture or hatchery, electron-
ics, tourism and hotel industry.
- Referring to the creation of
a task force, headed by the
special envoy of the Prime
Minister. she said the Board of
Investment had also been re-
structured to extend facilities
to the private sector.

She also mentioned the in-
frastructural facilities, includ-
ing ports and container ser-
vices and improved road, sea
and air commumnication with
the rest of the world.
Bangladesh is also in a conve-
nient place to reach Europe,
USA, East Asia and Middle
Asia. :

"Our government is com-
mitted to creating a conducive
. atmosphere for the private in-
vestment from both home and
abroad.,”" the Prime Minister
said and assured all govern-
ment cooperation in invest-
ment in Bangladesh.

She gave a proposal to the
Keidanren mission for seiting
up a Japan-Bangladesh. Busi-
ness Cooperation and Eco-

100 pc foreign
Investment
allowed : BOI

: Board of [nvestment (BOI)
- officials told the visiting dele-
gation of Japanese investors
that 1.549 industrial units
with a total investment of
1459 million dollars have been
registered with the BOI since
March 1991. reports BSS.

Of the total, they said, 147
units worth 868 million dollars
are either wholly or partly for-
eign owried.

" The BOI officials said five
projects that were registered
very recently included the
Methanol from Saudi Arabia for
investment of 285 million ol

lars. a (. unposite textile mills:
worth 45 million dollars from
Japan, a composite textile
mills worth 48 million dollars
from Pakistan, a petrochemical
complex worth 52 million dol

lars from Malaysia, and a tex

tile weaving dyeing and finish-
ing mills worth 39 million
dollars from UK and Germany.

The BOI officials said that
there was no ceiling in
Bangladesh on foreign equity
participation that is up to 100
per cent loreign investment is
pc:rmitt:d under Bangladesh

Thal: BOI officials explained
the opportunities and facilities

offered by Bangladesh to in-

ched on, its is driven to
the back wheel of the mini
truck through the gear box.

The speed control lever of
the irrigation pump is con-
nected to the accelator and
the brake system Lo funlrui
speed.

The mini truck which can
carry three tons of load can
speed up to 30 to 40 km an
hour,

The fuel consumption of the
truck is rather high with an
average mileage of 14 km per
liter.

Ali had to spend Taka 50

thousand to huild his mini

truck.

However, the cost would be
higher if a better breed is de-
sired, said a Senior Sub-
Assistant Engineer of the
Grameen Bank at Bogra. He
said that Hagan. Ali rarely
brings out’ his\truck on the
road for lack of registration,
biue book and road permit.

Yet, the people of Chandai-
kona bazar, where Ali lives,
share the pride of the innova-
tor as he occasionally drives

his pump-driven truck.

nomic Committee to help im-
prove the enabling environ-
ment for investment.

‘It would also assist in the
rapid expansion of investment
and trade between our two
friendly ceuntries." she  said
and hoped that the visit of the
mission would lead to direct
investment by next year.

Reciprocatling, Kazuo
Haruna, also Vjge Chairman of
the Keidanren mission, said
this visit would yield a positive
result in making Japanese in-
vestment in Bangladesh by
next yeam

"Although the government-
level relations between the two
countries are very strong, il's
very unfortunate that the pri-
vate level-relations are

insignificant.” he said stressing
the need f{or cooperation
among private sectors of the
two countries.

The mission leader empha-
sised that an eflective commit-
tee was needed for accelerat-
ing investment and trade be-
tween the two countries.

He hoped despite their
brief trip to Bangladesh, they
would be able to find out arcas
of investment in the country.

7 more units
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Export Processing Zone
(CEPZ).

The seven industrial units
in the CEPZ are a Bangladesh-
Australia joint venture enter-
prise manufacturing cane fur-
niture. a Japanese unit manu-
acturing rope and synthetic
[ibres. a Hong Kong owned
unit manufacturing hats, two
Malaysian industries manufac-
turing spare parts and bicy-
cles. a Korean industry of dye-
ing and printing and another
Bangladesh unit manufacturifg
jeans cloth, according to olli-
cials.

The
Processing Zone located near
the country's major port here,
became operational in 1983
with only a few industrial units.
Now the number of [ully op-
erational units stands at
around 55. Of them Japan tops
the list with 14 enterprises
alone while Korea stands sec-
ond with 13 industrial units.

Most of the industries

- which suflered damages in the

catastrophic cyclone of April,
1991 have already recovered
their losses,. according to offi-
cial sources.

Meanwhile, in a bid to re-
store the confidence of foreign
investors the government has
started construction of an 18
km long embankment around

CEPZ to protect it from tidal { it.
| 1 Talking about the trade lib-

serge.

vestors [rom Japan.
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Govt has failed |

“to repeal black

laws : Kamal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, June 11: The
Coenvenor of Gono Forum Dr
Kanial Hossain today said the
government has falled to re-
peal black laws or separate
the judiciary from the execu-
Live.

He was addressing a meet-
ing at the Aswini Kumar Hall
her= this alternoon.

The Gono Forum. Barisal
unit arranged the meeting
which was chaired by Iita
president Enayet Pir Khan.

Earlier, Dr Kamal met local
lawyers at the Bar Association
auditorium and excharng-d
views with local journalists at
the Circuit House.

BSS adds: Talking to the
reporters Dr Kamal said, the
prolonged boycott of
Parliament sessions could by
no means help resolve the po-
litical crises facing both the

party-in-power and the opposi-

Hc suggested a meaningful
and unconditional dialogue to
find out ways and mieans of
overcoming the deadlock. The

dialogue, he suggested, must
be open and made transparent
so that people may know
which party was saying what.
"There should be no hide-
and-seek between the political
parties and the people on is-

sues of great importance to the
nation,” he added.

2 get 10 yrs RI
for terrorism

CHITTAGONG, June 11:
The first additional session
and Anti-Terrorism Tribunal
Judge Syed Enayel Ullah here
today sentenced two persons
to ten years rigorous impris-
onment (RI) and fined Tk
5,000 each. in default to suffer
six months more imprison-
ment on charge of terrorism
and hijacking, reports BSS.

The two convicted persons
were M Solaiman alias Sohel,
son of Mannan Sheikh of
Model Ganj, district Bagerhat
and Gulam Rusul alias Babul,
son of M Ishague ol Rauzan,
Chittagong.

The proseciution storvy is
that the convicied persons
while snatching away Laka
iliree lakh from one Shamsul
Alaum, director of a garments
factory at Agrabad were caught
by patrol police on July 14,
1993. The snatchers during
their action exploded crackers
and injured Shamsul Alam.

A case was filed with Double
Mooring police in this connec-
tion. Police submitted char-
gesheel against the accused.

The judge examined eight
witnesses in the case and
found the accused guilty.

Sino-CIS talks
- on reduction of
border troops end

BEIJING, June 11: China
and four members of the Com-
monwealth of Independent

States have ended a 12th |

round of talks here on troops
reduction along their eommon
borders, Xinhua n gency

reported, says AFP.

The agency, in a dispatch
late Friday, gave no details of
the talks between China and a

joint delegation of Kazakhstan,

stan, Russia and Takji-

kistan which
Ma]r 23.

opened here

PM maugura{es NlMCO

Training must to develop
human resource

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesierday laid the
foundation stone of a mod-
ernised international-standagd
National Mass Communication
Institute at Kalyanpur. ex-
pressing the hope that it
would greatly help human
resource developmeny, reports
UNB.

"Human resource develop-
ment is a pre-condition for
national development and

‘prosperity. There is no alter-

native to training in developing
human resource and flourish-
ing 'merit.” she said and ex-
pected that Lthe institute would
play proper role in national
development and building me-
diamen as qualified members
of the global village ~

The permanent bhaban of
the National Institule of Mass
Communication (NIMCO) is be-
ing constructed at a cost of Tk
558 crore on 2.35 acres of
land. The construction work

" is expected to be completed by

June 1995 Japanese govern-
ment will provide all necessary
equipment for the instityte
upgraded to the international
standard.

It will provide all kinds of

training to the producers,
engineers, cameramen and
other personnel concerned
with mass communication, in-
cluding the radio, television

lnd flm.

" best

The Prime Minister hoped
that the institute would be able
to establish itself as one of the
mass communication
training centres in South Asia
and provide training to the
media people both from home
and=abroad.

She said the exercise of our
culture should reflect our own
national identity. thinking and
lifestyle. Mass media are one of
the main supports in this re
gard.

Begum Zia sald at present
the whole world is giving pri-
ority to developing the broad
cast media to attain the objec-
tives of education, information
and entertainment. "We are
also the followers of this trend
in our development activity.”

The importance of radio
and TV is unquestionable in
maintaining direct communi-
cation with the people and re-
Necting their hopes and aspi-
ration. she said. Both the me-
dia have been playing an effec-

tive role in the arhran("rrm-m ol
sociely and culture and sprea-
ding education.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Information Mi-
nister Nazmul Huda. bar-al
law, Mohammad Mohsin MP,
Information Secretary Dr
Ekram Hossain and Director
General of NIMCO Abdullah al
Mamoon.

Abiola put under

house arrest

LAGOS, June |]1: Moshood
Abiola. Nigeria's main Opposi-
tion leader and presumed
winner of a presidential elec-
tion last year, was put under
house arrest before dawn to-
day, a close aide Lold AFP.

About 20 riot police armed
with assault rifles were de-
ployed outside his home in
lkeja. a residential neighbour-
hood to the north of the capi-
tal. and were blocking anyone
from entering or leaving the
premises.

Another 60 policemen and
an armoured vehicle were sta-
tioned at the entrance to the
road leading to the Muslim bil-

Dhaka-UNHCR
agreement

extended

The Bangladesh UNHCR
agreement on repatriation of
the Rohingya refugees has
been further extended for one
month, effecting from today,
reports UNB.

It is the second time ex-
tension of the accord since it
expired on May 12 Dbefore
completion of the slow-pace

| repatriation of the guarier of a

million M Muslims who
"had crossed into Bangladesh
three years ago.

The Foreign Secreiary and
the United Nations High Co-
mmissioner for Refugees ini-
tialled the agreement on May
12 last year in Dhaka allowing

the UN relief agency to super-

vise the repatriation of*Ro-
hingyas.

The repatriation of the
refugees has been stalled fol-
lowing the May 2 devastating
cyclone which badly damaged
refugee camps in Cox's Bazar
and Bandarban districts and
the reception centres in Myan-
mar's western frontier state of

| Arakan.

lionaire's residence, according
to an AFP sorrespondent at the
scene. The alde said he was
put under arrest at 4:00 am.
About 100 Abiola supporters
had gathered not far from the
police cordon, the correspon-
dent sald. but there was no
gn of unrest.

Moshood Abiola

Police warned Abiola Friday
that he would be arrested and
charged with treason il he
went ahead with a plan to set
up a “government of national

unity”
of the June 12,
dential vote. _

‘ Last year's presidential
polls was declared free and fair

on Sunday., anniversary

by ‘international observers but

annulled by the Junta leader
General {Ibrahim Babangida,
who alleged irregularities.

was succeeded by
General Sunni Abacha, who
seized power last November.

Abacha meanwhile is to make a |

national address on radio early
Sunday, his office said in Abuja.
Earlier today a statement by

" the National Democratic Coali-

tion, which heads the Opposi-
tion, said Abiola has decided to
put off forming a parallel gov-
ernment for “a few days.”

1993 presi-

-

Tk 14 lakh looted
from Sitakundu
Sonali1 Bank

By Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 11 : A
group of unidentified gurfmen
this morning raided a Sonali
Bank branch office at Si-
takundu, 30 miles from the
city and looted Tk 14 lakh in
cash.

The Ltlerrorists arrived al
Venur bazar of Sitakundu thana
by a miecrobus and stormed
into the bank. -police said.
They looted the bank money at
gunpoint and then fled for un-

known destination by the same ,

vehicle

A case was filed with Si-
takundu thana but none was
arrested so far.

Japan agrees to
limited sanctions
on DPRK

SEOUL, June 11: Seoul,
Washington and Tokyo agreed
today o push for measured
sanctions against North Korea
for its refusal to allow interna-
tional inspection of its nuclear
pregramme, while leaving the
door open (o negolations, re
ports Reuter.

Peter Tarnofl, - US Under-
secretary of State for political
affairs, met South Koregn

.President Kim Young-Sam and

other South Korean officials in
Seoul to discuss ways to foree
Pyongyang into full digclosure
of its nuclear capabilities.

The nuclear crisis was Lrig-
gered by an announcement last
week by the International

Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
that by removing fuel from a
nuclear feactor. North Korea
had made it impossible for
IAEA experts to determine
whether nuclear material had
been diverted for military use.

Teachers
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leachers' demands and agita-
tion, issued on Thursday. were
burnt by the agitators.

Talking to The Daily Star
last night. Coordinator of the
lilaison committee Quazi
Farugue Ahmed said, "We are
determined to continue the
sit-in programme until the
government accepted our le-
gitimate demands”. He, how-
ever. said they would meet this
morning to decide their next
course of action. "We'll con-
linue the agitation. May be its
form will change".

Quazi Faruque said, "The
government is treating us as
its political opponents
although we don't belong to
any political party. We, having
various political beliefs, have
united on professional causes”,
he said..

Workers' Party. JSD (Inu),
Ganatantry Party, NAP (M],
Muktijoddha d, Jamaat-
e-Islami and JAGPA sent mes-
sages to the liasion committee
supporting the sit-in.

Central leaders and district
representative of the liaison
committee addressed the
demonsirators.

The speakers’ alleged that

the government was behaving

with them in 'an autocratic
manner.’. They also blamed the
Educﬂlim'l Minister for the cri-
sis.

Referring to the highest
budgetary allocation for the
education sector, the teachers'
leaders said this did not bene-
fit the teachers, students and
employees of the non-govern-
ment educational institutions.

Dlalogue.
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lation.” Muhit said. "This has
to be removed”.

S B Chowdhury. former

Governor of Bangladesh Bank
said that consensus on policies
would -come by itself. "But peo-
ple should be told about the
reforms in the first place,” he
added. _

Awami Lea
Ahmed said the reforms
should have been discussed in
Parliament. "The Finance Min-
ister had on his own tried on
some occasions to discuss
these issues with the Opposi-
tion. but the initiative was
never taken on behall of the
government,” he said.

Wahiduddin Mahmud,
Chairman of Economics De-
partment, Dhaka University,
said there are both gainers and
losers in the process of re-
forms. But because of the
anomalies in the process, the
gainers might be eliminated.

Shekhar Shah of the World
.Bank sald, "The art of reform
is the art of halancing the
gainers and losers.” The prob-
lem* with the reform is that it
is better known through the
losers.

Morshed Khan, Special En-
voy of the Prime Minister said
the government has to make
reform plausible by :xplaining

eralisation, he said it is causing
a payment balance problem
with India.

Morshed Khan further said
when the protection had been
removed suddenly, the en-
trepreneur class bred in an
environment of prntectian
[aced packs of problems.

e leader Tofael

Consensus

Salahuddin Qader Chowd-
hury, MP, said the government
must go for administrative re-
form by downsizing its man-

power.

Prof M Yunus of the
Grameen Bank said the politi-
cians should work for making
the unpleasant sides of the re-
form pleasant. “Show the ben-
efits of reform to the people,
they will support. it. " he said.

The second session — on fi-
nancial sector reform pro-
gramme (FSRP) mainly
dwelt on two issues - how to
bring down the high lending
rates ol the commercial banks
and how much competitive the
private bank’s are:

Opening the discussion, Fi-
nance Secretay Nasimuddin
Ahmed said the high interest
rates are hurting the quality of
investment in the country. He
mentioned that although the
nationalised commercial banks
(NCBs) have lowered their
lending rates, the private
banks have not.

He pointed out that the
non-performing funds of the
banks which is about 35 per
cent of the total advances, is a
burden to the banks keeping
interest rates high. H also sug-
gested that the loan classifica-
tion criteria should be brought
at par with international stan-

dard. |

Sohel Rahman of Beximco
said there must prevail a chi-
mate that will generate confi-
dence of the investors.

Kazi Abdul Mazid, Managing '

Director of the National Bank
Ltd. (NBL), said the cost of

funds for the private banks is

higher than that of the NCBs
because .the former do not get

‘cheap’ government funds.
Moreover, the cost of bad debt
is very high for the private
banks. )

Owaise Saadat of the World
Bank said that real interest
rate in Bangladesh *is high,
causing serious constrainjs on
medium and small scale in-
vestors. He suggested that the
SLR requirement for the banks
can be lowered to improve
their profitability.

SH Kabir, former president

of the Metropolitan Chamber’

of Commerce and Industry
(MCCI) highlighted the con-
straints of high lending rates.

Jatiya Party leader Moudud
Ahmed felt that investment
was lower not because of high
interest rates alone. Lengthy
loan procedures, and
‘transaction cost’ of loans also
hinders Investment, he said.

The third session of the
dialogue was on private sector
development and labour.

Commerce Minister M
Shamsul Islam and State Min-
ister for Planning Dr. Abdul
Mgin Khan were present and
participated in the discussion.

Prof Rehman Sebhan initi-
ated the discussions by raising
some guestions;: Has privatisa-
tion of public sector enter-
prises achieved the objectives
since it was initiated in the
late 197087 Has it led to the
efficient use of assets? Should
it be expedited? How can the
effort be improved? Is there a
case for continued investment
in the public sector enter-
prises?

Owaise Sadaat of the World
Bank said that Bangladesh gov-
ernment's privatisation Initia-
tive was an essential element

on reforms necessary

in the development of the pri-
vate sector and the move also
sent a positive signal.

Rashed Khan Menon of the
Workers' Party said the already
privatised units have failed to
utilise the assets efficiently. .

The Commerce Minister.
pointed out that the ideal sit-
uation in any field does not
come soon and that the coun-
try’'s privaté sector has come a
long way in proving its poten-
tiat. He disagreed that the pri-
vatisation process lacked
transparency. He said that, on
the contrary. too much trans-
parency is hindering the pro-
cess. He pointed out that the
BNP government has full polit-
ical commitment for privatisa-
tion and the Awami League also
accepts, in principle, the idea

of vatisation. So he said,
there is limited consensus

among the political parties on
the issue. The process must be
expedited, he added.

Dr. Moin Khan said that the
growth of the private sector
was hampered by the absence
of polidcal stability and that
invisible obstacles were there
in thewprivatisation process. He
said loss-making units should
be allowed to die a natu.al

4¢84t Akbar Al Khan, chair-
man of the National Board of
Revenue, sald that the private
it t:.nm“:a]:lu
posed by tariff !
Manjur Elahi. President of
the " Employers' Association,
pointed out that disinvested
units in the leather sector have
done very well and currently
employ more than 20,000
workers compared to omly
2.500 when the units were
disinvested in the late 1970s.
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The Midnight File
170 massacred in Rwanda

KIGALL, June 11:

Hutu:nihﬂumtnmw' SOImne

170 people mainly from the minority Tutsi tribe,

many children.

in a district southwest of the Rwandan

capital Kigali. two priests told journalists here today. The
priests said that they saw the bodies of more than 10 who
had been killed in Nyamiramb and that they were certain that
all the other refugees seized by the Hutus had been

massacred, reports AFP.

PPP Secretary General’s
mgtmeddown

here today.

Secretary General Sheikh Rafiq Ahmed, a Senator. was
mnned down by three assailants, they said, reports AFP.

UP secretaries to

get

The government has de-
cided to pay gratuity to the
union parishad secretaries
equivalent to salary for 50
months and an amount of Tk
50 lakh has been allocated for
the purpose, reports BSS.

This was announced by
LGRD and atives Minis-
ter Abdus Salam Talukder
while addressing the biennial
conference of the Bangladesh

Undon Parishad Secretaries
Samity as the chiel guest at the

Institution nf!'.npnmn in the

by samity
president Golam Rasul, the

Abu Nidal may be
dead, says Gaddafi

TUNIS., June 11: S
Palestinian guerilla Abu Nidal
may be dead, Libyan leader
Muammar Gaddafi, believed to

be one of his main sponsors,
was quoted on Friday as saying,
reports Reuter.

“.....] belleve he is not alive

hmmlhnﬂlppuhdtnhm

to” visit and he didn't eqgme.”
Gaddafi was quoted as telling
the .US magazine Newsweek in

an interview.
Jana M monitored in Tunis,

published the full text of the
interview on Friday.

Abu Nidal, the world's most

wanted political killer whose
real name is Sabri al-Banna,

has waged a bloody guerilla was

across three Continents with
murders. bombings and hi-

jacks.

Gunshots
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building yesterday moming re-
jecting the proposed national
budget.

The BCL leaders termed the

budget as ‘anti- budget’

and said that this could not be

accepted as it was placed in
the Jatiya Sangsad in the ab-
sence of the Opposition par-
ties. ., ' .
The rally was a by
Moinuddin Hasan Chowdhury,
Igbalur Rahim and KHM Lizu.

-The Ganatantrik , Chhatra
Oikya (GCO) demanded reduc-
tion of allocations in unproduc-
tive sectors including defence
sector and increase of alloca-
tions in the education sector.

The GCO also held a rally in
front of the DUCSU building
yesterday morning protesting
the budget.

The GCO will observe a
countrywide demonstration
_tnmnrm to prul home their

FBCCI chief

From Page 1 Col 5
torm programme in the finan-
cial and public sectors would

party
come forward to play a due

role in development activities

lor the sake of the national
COnNomy. -

Giving his reaction on the
Tk 21.733 crore budget. the
leader of the private sector

apex body appreciated the
proposals on human resource

development and alleviation of

poverty.

He felt that the overall re-
duction in the duty structure
would help maintain stability
in the price structure and stop
smuggling.

He hoped the increased al-
locations in the educafion,
health and family welfare, rural
electrification and rural infras-
tructure, fisheries and live-
stock and social welfare sec-
tors would contribute signifi-
cantly to the economic growth
and social welfare.

The FBCCI] president rec-
ommended further rise in the
ceiling of nersonal income tax
to Tk 72000 and sald [ixing
minimum income tax at Tk
1200 was a burden. The pre-
sent limit of tax-free income
(proposed to be raised to Tk
55,000 from Tk 50.000) is not
consistent with the present
living evust, he said.

Mahbubur Rahman called
for complete abelition of the
system of valuation on the basis
of customs collectorate’'s asse

wﬂmq:nmg the proposal for

the formation of a tax settle-

ment commission. he said

there must be representatives

from the FBCCI to settle appeal
CASPS.

Alhaj Shafiqur Rahman, vice

of FBCCI, was also

present at the press confer-
ence.

politan Hl‘l-ltrlll rejected
their bail prayers on June 8

just after their IlTIIt in a
criminal case.

Against the CMM's eorder,
the accused filed a criminal
miscellaneous case in the

Meanwhile, more organisa-
tions in statements
condemned the arrest of the
journalists and demanded
their release.

They said the government
is trying to gag the press and
stifle the freedom of opinion
by arresting the’

The action against the
Janakantha showed that the
government supported the
anti-liberation forces.

The signatories to the
statements expressed concern
at the government failure to
take actions against those at-
tacked the newspaper offices.

Joint -and separate state-
ments were issued by 78

of Khulna, President of

the Rajshahi Tea-
chers' Association, Uttaran
Sangskritik 27 teach-
ers of the J

ahangimagar Uni-
versity and the Samajtantrik
Chhatra Front.

Prokrichi strike
From Page 1 Col 8
ernment has fajled to keep its
promise”, he told the news-
men, "The bureaucracy in a
subtle way has Largished the

image of the government.”

"We are now convinced that
the government wanis to

I‘rﬂ-krlchl Chllr-l.l
also aﬂeged that the govern-
ment actjons against the
Prokrichi leaders wére highly
motivated.

Leaders at the con-
ference said that they had met
several times with the authori-
ties, where the ministers as-
sured the Prokrichi leaders of
considering their demands.

However. all the decisions
taken during the meeting re-
mained suspended due to what
they alleged. ‘conspiracies’ by
the members of the adminis-
tration cadre.

The three-day strike is
likely to be observed at all the
relevant offices.

Professionals on duty in the
emergency medical services al
the hospitals, power and gas
supply, telecommunication.
police and ansars, customs.
examinations under the uni-
versity and different educa-
tional boards, the Jatiya Sang-
sad and visiting foreign dele-
gation have been exempted.

Some 70 thousand doctors,
engineers, agiiculturists, tea-
chers and members of the 26
non-administrative BCS cadre
have long been campaigning to
press home their 17-point
charter of demands.

Their demands included
complete overhauling of the
present administrative system
separation of the judiciary
from the executive, removal of
the service anomalies created
by the Matin Committee, for-
mulation of the Rules of
Business. and handing over the
executive power of the min-
istries to the concerned mdnis-
ters



