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Philips Lighting — Official Sponsor of WorldCup!)SA

MADRID, June 8:

have wilnessed their standout
performances and rivalry in
the Spanish league this season
would predict them to be
among the stars of the World
Cup, reports AP.

Romario leading the league
in and recording his
30th in a final-day 5-2 victory
over Sevilla as Barcelona won
their fourth straight league ti-
tle.

Bebeto, Spain’'s leading
scorer last season, paced De-
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lead for m‘:;ul;? lt?:l‘:tllnn. Deportivo, however, have | R - .
been permanemtly among the - :
only to be overtaken by his top three teams since he FAUSTINO ASPRILLA | SR e

Romance of an odd couple on

ning- looted player turned pro-

hunt

habit of telling Brazilian

Vasco da Gama to national ti-

*He's so unassuming, you
leel like shaking him some-
times," said Alberto Martinez,
who cavers Deportivo for the
regional E1 Correo Gallego pa-
per. :

Bebeto got the name of be-
ing something of a crybaby be-
cause he was regularly injured
when he played in Brazil. Ex-

perts thought he was too frag-

ile to play in the competitive
European leagues.

joined, no small feat for a side

As;:rrilla,
best striker

Many have compared him to

Bebeto may be a fessional for Vasco da Gama  coaches what they had a highly successful though s e nm DTy ) EE
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loudmouth. Eindhoven in 1988 for a re- 1990 World Cup team. champion junior side in 1983. | ye-q cunl?&m Jnl:‘n:li

But  those who ported dirs 6 million. But Romario had the last say ¢ nclped both Flamengo and | pegt forwards in the game.
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the final day.

“l don't think therell be a
better frontline in the World
Cup this summer than Brazil

Pele, and he may be Colombia's

best hope in the 1994 World

| Cup.

Faustino Asprilla, 25, has :
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that only earned promotion to
the First Division in 1991.
And his slender physique
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t ]
e
‘."-“:' e -
7

ROMARIO

with Romario and Bebeto.”
said Barcelona-based European
soccer journalist Graham
Turner. “The dutch side may
have a top forward line, but
there’s something different
about the skill of the Brazilians.
“They're brought up playing
soccer and when they're
placed in the right team

they're unbeatable.”
While Bebeto and Romario
each other’'s merits

In 1993, he transferred for
another dirs 4 million to
Barcelona, where he has con-
sistently left. fans and opposing
goalkeepers gaping in awe at
his flauhu of brilliance.

"He's absolutely an excep-
tional player. He does thf:ga
people just don't expect and in
a one-to-one situation he is
easily the best in the world."
Turner said.

Romario’s defect as a player
is that he’s lazy and is unlikely
to react until he gets the ball

at his feet. Then, however,

and there's often no him.
In a typical rags-to-riches Off the field he has also
story, Romario de Souza Faria made a name for himself.
was born and learned to play Long known as & loud-
ball in the slums of Rio de mouth—one journalist de-

At 19, the short but light-

scribed him as having a

~ “chronically swollen ego™— his

. when Brazil, 'who performed

has not stopped him penetrat-

ing opposing defences and fin-
ishing sixth in league scoring

with 16 goals. Last season he
scored 29.

“Bebeto doesn't sleep if he
doesn’t score and you can al-
most see the suffering on his
face,” Martinez said. “In many
ways he's just like a child.”

For Turner, Bebeto and
Romario complement each
other perfectly.

"Bebeto is always alert and

miserably in Italy, bowed to
popular demand and called
him back for their crucial
World Cup qualifying game
against Uruguay last Septem-
ber. He scored both goals in a
2-0 victory that put Brazil into
the World Cup. '
Recently he made headlines
when his father was kidnapped
for four days. The bandits were
not all bad, however: they

on the lookout for goalscoring
chances and Romaric always
seems to appear from nowhere
to put them in,” he said.

- And while Romario makes
the sign of the cross for every
goal he slams home, Bebeto
readily tells reporters: "God
gave me this talent, I only wish
all youngsters were addicted to

brought in a TV so his father
could watch him play for
Barcelona in the'vital league

against Real Madrid. His
her was eventually. freed in a

police raid.

But while Romario is rarely
out of the limelight, Roberto
'‘Bebeto’ Gama de Oliveira ap-
pears to be almost painfully

shy.

developed a reputation in Eu-
rope, where he plays for Italian
First Division club Parma, re-
ports AP.

He scored the winning goal

| for Parma last year that ended

Milan's 58-game winning
streak. Milan was obviously
impressed — it is reportedly
prepared to offer the Colom-
bian-born star a dirs 18-mil-
lion-dollar three-year contract.

In a two-week period last
year, he scored seven goals,
which he remembers as the
"14 Magic Days.”

Parma eventually went on to
win the European Super Cup,
and now Asprilla is ready to
tackle the World Cup.

"l have a lot of expectations
for the World Cup because |
know what the team is capable

4 of doing.” Asprilla said.

sample test for sphericity in a French laboratory in Paris yesterday.

WASHINGTON,

June 8: Televis-
ion executives

hope to blend

| of

scoring goals like me.”

FACTS AND FIGURES OF PAST SOCCER W

1938 FRANCE

Played in .
Paris (6 matches), Bordeaux
(3), Marseilles (2), Toulouse (2), Antibec
(1). Le Hawre 11), Lille (1), Reims (1),

Strasbourg (1)

Official Name of the Competition
I FIFA WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

The Trophy called
FIFA WORLD CUP later cafled (as from 1946).
JULES RIMET CUP
" At tht time, FIFA had
57 MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS

FIFA President was
JULES RIMET (France)

“ﬂﬁhhﬁ
Preliminery Competiton: 36

Boisterous
Bulgarans
Playsd in 5 RETPS
Janewro (8 matches) Paulo AUSTIN, Texas. June 8:
m-' ' h n*“ F—— -u-.'# m*“. . .-,-...22 Aﬂﬂ' 'I'Etk! {ﬂ' h]!']:ﬂ' h"' lh‘t lD‘
- o ol “I ‘m g llh-| : I".I s snsir S cal chamber of commerce
™ Chile 5 o Sweden 'IIIII'I S about the arrival of the Bulgar-
Official Name of the Competition WA iy . : A lan World Cup soccer stars.
IV FIF A WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP Growp 3 Brazil v Uruguey 12 fheir first public appearance In
Sweden vimly ............c......... R Texas ended in a shouting
The Trophy, called (since |946) Sweden v Paraguay ... 22 Gosle: 10.1:1 12 :l:dlch be;t::t;. t::-rt::;:ﬂch:-j:-
JULES RIMET CuP Raly v Paraguay ... 2D Gosiscorers: Schiaffino Ghiggia for m.“ﬂhlﬂ y.
Al that time, FIFA had Group 4 ' - Team administrator
70 MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS Uruguay vBolivie .. ... ... . .80 Final Standings Alexander Dinev refused to let
1 Unuguay 3 2 1 0 7185 5 the team take the field for
FA President wes Standings st Group Matches 2 Bz 3 2 0 1 144 4 thcirmﬂ:';lup{;r;:r: un;::d tll:‘t ‘
JULES RIMET (France) 3 Sweden 3 1 0 2 e&n 2 media. Joeal i
Groug ! 4 Spain 3 0 1 2 &1 1 ternational television crews,
Mumber of entries for the Predminaeny 1 Brazi 3 2 1 0 2 8§ : left ::;h: ug:llmgi
1 2Yugosiavia 3 2 0 1V 73 4 The World Champion Team: Maspoli; Gonzales “Out: : Dinev demanded
A o R R R Lt HE T T
-0 Miguesz , Moman
of the Finei Competitien they stepped off the bus.
Group 2 The Runners-up: Barbosa Augusto (captain) Dinev. speaking through
BOLIVIA, SPAIN, BRAZIL, SWEDEN, CHILE, 1 Span 3 3 0 0 &1 & Juversl Bauer, Danilo, Bigode; Friaca, Zizinho World Eu liaison Emil Ver-
"mlmmm‘ URUGUAY, ITALY, 2 Englana 3 1 0 2 22 2 Ademin, Jair, Chico bovski.” namhdm all camtl :i'u&
YUGOSLAVIA. PARAGUAY 3 Chile 3 ! 0 2 58 2 wn. and angrily de-
4 USA 3 1 0 2 48 2 Reteree of the Final Match ne local television
FINAL COMPETITION—24.5-16.7.1950 GEORGE READER (England) stop taking his
Growp 3 : Bes! Gostscorer picturd§s
Brazi v 1 Swaden : ' ' ¢ &4 3 ADEMIR (Brazi) 9 goais "No. press. Verbovski
T PP T .. !‘ 2 1 0 1 43 2 T_Hdm transil d- "I these Huy! aAre
- ' : el o . . ' 1 28 1 1337000 in 22 meiches here is saying we are not
having practice.” Austin Cham-
ber of Commerce officials had
urged the team to set up its
training camp in the city,
which is the summer home of
the Dallas Cowboys [ootball

ORLD CUPS

Goals: 10.,1:1,2:1, 31,32 42

Goslscorers:

Colaussi 2, Piola 2 for Raly;

Titkos, Sarosi for Hungary

The Worid Champion Team:

The World Champions so far

483,000 in 18 maiches
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ﬁmarlmblc for Asprilla, he had

Although last year was re-

some low points.

His mother died. Days later,
he injured his leg kicking it |
through a window. He lost 6
pounds (3 kilograms) and be-
came sick with stomach and
respiratory problems.

The injury and health prob-
lems prevented him from

| ers say Asprilla must overcome

European lootball
expertise with
American style (o create a
distinctive look for broadcasis
the 1994 World Cup
reports AFP, :

Basic coverage of the 52
matches from nine venues will
be the responsibility of the Eu-
ropean Broadcast Union,
which joined a global group of
broadcasters in paying 223.7
million dollars to FIFA for the
non-US television rights to the
1990, 1994 and 1998 World

Cups.

Manolo Romero, chiefl ex-

ecutive officer of European

broadcasting company. Sports
International (ESI), will direct

.the coverage.

Romero, a veteran of every.

World Cup since 19668, wants
to give the broadcasts an
American flavour, without sac-

" e | Latra i8S the leitmotif now

“If he comes down from the
clouds, he’ll be one of the sturs
in the World Cup,” said Sports
Daily, a Bogota paper. “He has

an ego problem. r . -

BRIDGETOWN,

Barbados, June 8:
The Caribbean
press greeted
Brian Lara’s first-
class cricket sco-

ability. intelligence. quickness
and he knows how to score.”

Says the El Espectador. an-
other Bogota daily: "He's a
born athlete, the type of player
that emerges very rarely on
the world soccer scene.”

But according to Asprilla's
physician, Hector Fabio Cruz,

[{Asprilla isn't in the best of

condition to play in the World
Cup and needs to gain weight.

1930—URUGUAY
1934—ITALY
1938—ITALY

Coach Francisco Maturana
plans to fatten up his star for-
ward. and add muscle tone,
before Colombia's first World
Cup game. against Romania on
une 18,
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re that smashed a 35-year-old
record with massive coverage
on Tuesday, reports AP.

“Brian beats the best,”
headlined the Trinidadian
Guardian over its front-page
lead article about the
Trinidadian left-hander's %01
not out for English county,
Warwickshire, against Durham.
at Birmingham on Monday.

Lara's score broke the 35-
year-old record of 499 by Hanif
Mohammad of Pakistan in a
match in Karachi.

"Spectacu-Lara 11, topped
another Guardian on its
sports page. The [l referred to
an April 18 Lara triumph. a
score of 375 for the West
Indies against England that
broke fellow West Iindian Garry
Sobers’ record 365 not out as

Test cricket’'s highest individ- .

Lara slows down a bi

lollowing his record-shattering

LONDON, June 8: Run-ma-
chine Brian Lara. batting down
the order after feeling faint,
guided Warwickshire into Lhe
final of the Benson and Hedges
Cup on Tuesday. report

ies.

A day alter hitting 501 not
oul in a county match alt Edg-
baston—the highest-ever first-
class score—Lara stroked a
classy 70 from 73 balls as
Warwickshire beat Surrey by
four wickets with five balls to
spare at the Oval

Trinidadian Lara entered
the fray with Warwickshire in
some trouble at 120 for four in
reply to Surrey's 55-over total
of 267 for seven.

When he departed
bowled middle stump by
medium pacer Adam Hollioake

— after a sixth-wicket stand of
93 in 20 overs with captain
Dermot Reeve, Warwickshire
needed just 17 runs from 21
halls.

Lara had trudged wearily
from the field after 45 overs of
the Surrey Innings Warwick:
shire physio Stuart Notling-

. ham said that he was simply

exhausted after fielding again

rificing coverage of the flow of
action. '

"We want to‘make this look
as American as possible.”
Romero says, "Graphics will be
Amnerican. The replays will be
like what you see on American
Sports TV.

“We want to produce it the
way we think it would be pro-
duced in the States.”

Romero will be counting on
experienced production teams
from European networks, but
he said 90 per cent of the
1,200-strong ESI staff will be
American.

“One amazing thing is that
we have been able to locate
people who know soccer and
have followed it." Romero says.

Getting it right for non-US
viewers is crucial. The cumula-

tive worldwide audience is ex-

pected to reach 31.2 billion,
most of them outside the
United States. i

ESl will provide 13 cam-
eras from each match, includ-

Giving TV an American touch
z

ing one in goal, while US
broadcasters ABC and ESPN
will also use some of their own.
ABC vice presidenf David
Downs welcomed the overseas
input.

‘I think it is a blessing
having EBU.” Downs says. "It
allows us to take the basic cov-
erage and add one or two

- twists.”

ABC and ESPN paid 23 mil-
lion dollars: for the US rights, -
and between them they will
show every match, even so, no
one expects American couch
potatoes to make a wholesale
switch to soccer.

"It is a truly unique event
that should transcend rating of
soccer in prior years,” Downs
says. "But | don’t think FIFA
expects to gain the popularity
of any of the major (American)
sports from this one event.

“Soccer players in college,
and | was one tdo, grow up to
be Boston Red Sox or Orlando
Magic f[ans. That's life in
America.”

ual score.

The® Daily Nation of
Barbados captured the magni-
tude of Monday's score with its
banner headline on the back
page: “A half-thousand!”

The Jamaica Gleaner car-
ried the main story on its front
page under the headline, "Lara
girikes again.” Like the other
papers, it devoted more space

inside to the history-making .

innings.
Pictures of the 25-year-old

Lara during and after his feat

dominated most front pages.
"Brian Lara's: continuing
exploration of the extremities
of cricket's outer space has
once more carried him to
where no man had ever gone
before,” columnist Tony Cozier
wrote in the Daily Nation.

"Like Neil - Armstrong's
first small step for man on the
moon. it took some time to
appreciate the enormity of
Lara's Antigua landing,” Cozier
wrote. "While no man has

innings on Monday.

Earlier, Lara trudged off the
fleld and was replaced by a
substitute for the last 46 min-
utes of Surrey’s innings, still
exhausted from Monday's
climb to the Everest of crick-
eting records when he sur-
passed Hanif Mohammad's 499
as the highest individual score
in first-class cricket.

Warwickshire team doctor
Stuart Nottingham said Lara
was simply exhausted from
having to field again after his
epic Innings and the hectic
evening of adulation which fol-
lowed.

The rules state that a player
who leaves the field during the
opposition’'s Innings must sit
out an equal amount of time in
his own team’s innings before
being allowed to bat. so the
crowd of 7,000 at the Oval had
to sit through the efforts of
Lara's teammates before the
West Indian emerged (o a
standing ovation at the fall ol
Warwickshire's third wickel
with the score at 117 in the
24th over.

since gone further than
Armstrong, Lara has quickly
made the cricketing equivalent
of a touchdown on Mars. The
mind boggles to think what
new horizons this soft-spoken
youth from a village in’ the
Santa Cruz valley of northern
Trinidad will leave for the
batsmen of the future.”

While Lara's 375 in the
Antigua Test was carried live
on television, the West Indian
public could only follow his
progress Monday by intermit-
tent radio reports. Television
stationé in Trinidad carried .
clips 'of the innings during
newscasts on Tuesday night.

The West Indies Cricket
Board of Control faxed its con-
gratulations to Lara, calling his
record “yet-another truly out-
standing performance by a
great player.”

“We are all proud of you,”
chief executive officer Stephen
Camacho said in the letter.

Vicenary nat’l
gymnastics on

Sports Reporter
Bangladesh Ansars domi-
nated the opening day of the
Biman 20th mational gymnas-
tics championship at the gym-
nasium of the National Sports
Council {NSC) yesterday.
Having swept the men's
parallel bars they also took the
gold in men's long horse
event.

Delwar Hossain, who scored
highest 17.45 points in the
parallel bars, took the gold
while the silver and the bronze
went to Saiful Islam and
Akhtaruzzaman of the same
leam.

Saiful pocketed his second
medal when he took the gold
in the long horse event. Sharif
Munira Hossain ol BTMC cap-
tured the first gold in women's
event when she scored 17.5
points in the 1meven bar.

Earlier, managing director
ol the sponsors Biman
Bangladesh Airlines. Ahbab
Atinad inaugurated the two-
oy et

THE CZECHS REFUSE TO BE INTWEDATED BY THE
PARTIRAN ROMAN CROWD AND 'WHEN PUC
SCORES FOLLOWING A 70TH-MINUTE CORNER
THEY LOOK 10O BE MEADING FOR VICTORY

AS Lﬂm-r“. AL YS CENTRE

THE
BOOST HE SO DESPERATILY WANTED

TALIANS HAVE THE WOMLD CUuP AND
DELMGHTED MUSSOLIN HAS THE PROPAGANDA




