TORONTO, June
B: Brazil's disapp
ointing 1-1 draw
with Canada on
sunday could be a
boost rather than
a burden (o their World Cup
preparations. Pele said on
Tuesday. reports Reuter

Pele. who led Brazil Lo their
last World Cup triumph in
1970 said the upset against
the unrated Canadians in a
friendly in Edmonton could
help the South Americans
mentally before next week’s
start to the finals.

“It was disappointing for
the Brarzilian team but the re-
sult could be important in
preparing the team psycholog-
jcally.” he said.

“Everybody thinks the
Brazilians ‘have the ability to
win when they want to win —
it is good to shake them a bit.
The Brazilians have been
. preparing hard. They have
worked hard physically. This
was their first game after 15 lo

20 of work.”
gg{?nﬂw . playecd in lour

World Cup finals between 1958
and 1970, three of which the
Brazilians won. He believes his
country now have their best

b

¢

chance for years lo repeat the
triumph. But he said the main
challenge from South America
could come from elsewhere.
“Brazil have a lot of players
with experience of playing in
Europe. Many are a good age
between 27 and 28, Pele said.
“But the best team from South
America is Colombia. There

—

no doubt about that. They have
a chance to be in the final.”
Colombia should thrive In
the hot conditions and have a
relatively easy [irst round
group with the US. Switzer-
land and Romiania. Brazil have a
more difficult group with Rus-
sia, Camneroon and Sweden.

5 -
Pele he thought reign-
ing champions Germany,
who Canada in Toronto
today in their final test before
opening'the finals against Bo-
livia on June 17, possessed a
betier 6rganised team than
four years ago.
But he believes Berti Vogls
squad does not have so many
individugly brilliant players as
in Ital their captain
Lothar*Matthaeus shone in
midfield.« Matthaeus has since
moved a defensive role at
libero is unable to use his

attacking talents as effectively.
‘I:krnunl are more or-
gani a team but | think

plityers were individually
better at the last World Cup.’
he saidj "It is exactly the op-
posite with the Brazilians.”

Pele has been heavily in-
volved , promoting soccer
and orld Cup finals in the
United $tates where he played
at the of his career.

Hﬁw the tournament was
a dreamf come true, “Some 15
or 20 yéars ago nobody would
have believed the finals could
bcglln the United States. Peo-
ple said ] was crazy and teased

Ing t
MOSCOW, June 8: Russian

World Cup striker Viadimir

Beschastnykh has come down

with tonsillitis and has been
house-bourrd for three days.

national coach Boris Ignatyev.

told Sport Express newspaper
on Tuesday, Reuter.
The news is a further blow
for the 20-year-old Spartak
Moscow striker, who has been
struggling to shake off an in-

key Russian

jury for the last month.

Russia can ill-afford b lose
Beschastnykh since a rebellion
by several players against na-
tional trainer Pavel Sadyrin has
already deprived the side of
top forwards Sergei Kiryakov
of Karlsruhe and lIgor Koly-
vanov of Foggia.

Ignatyev gave no indication
of when Beschastnykh was ex-
pected to recover but said the

me -?j‘: ‘|. suggested it be-
layer

other -hit members of
the Rugsjan squad were now
training hormally.

If Béschastynykh, due to
move :fﬁcrmm club Werder
Bremerl jafter the World Cup.
does rlot improve Sadyrin
would be forced to call up re-
served o{trlher Igor Simun-
tenkov of Dynamo Moscow. 0P
scorer i the Russian Premier
Division jith 11 goals so far.

P —

Sport

Italy's boss Arrigo Sachchi,

New Jersey.

is greeted by fans upon his
team's arrival at Newark international Airport in New
Jersey on Tuesday. Italy, who will play their games at the
Giants Stadium. will train at a private school in northern
— AFP photo

Azzurs 1In
America

NEW YORK. June 8: ltaly's
players received an ecstatic
welcome from their fans at
Newark Airport on Tuesday as
they flew in for the Worlg Cup
finals, reports Reuter.

Dozens of chanting. flag-
waving spectators jostled with
camera crews, police and star-
tled passengers in the arrivals
lounge to greet the I[talian
squad's flight fromm Rome.

Fans chanted the names of
Roberto Baggio and coach Ar-
rigo Sacchi and became so ex-
cited that some players had
difficulty in boarding the team
bus. Several onlookers, des-
perate for souvenirs of vhe oc-
casion, even resorted to pho-
tographing the squad’'s lug-
gage. -

It was an early Indication of
what the Italian squad can ex-
pect over the next month in
New .Jersey, whose population
includes a large Itallan com-
munity.

Their opening match
against Ireland at Glants Sta-
dium on June 18 has gener-
ated more local excitement
than almost any other opening
phase fixture, although most
New Yorkers are currently
preoccupied with more im-

W:lun ml “g.nid of

73.511 watched the World Cap
warm-up match between
Colombia and Greece on the
specially-laid grass pitch at
‘Giants Stadium on Sunday,
creating an atmosphere which
had drawn favorable comment
from the New York media.
Italy, who beat Switzerland
1-0 in a home warm-up match
on Saturday, have a training
session on Wednes-

day in preparation for their
friendly against Costa Rica In
New Haven on Saturday.

| out flagpoles, which could be
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Pele sees bright side of it
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Cowbells maybe okay,
but no cows

DALLAS, June 8:
I Swiss. [ans have

beenn given spe-
| cial permission,
at FIFA's request,
to jangle cowbells
at the World Cup finals,

Reuter. '

"We told them that yes the
cowbells may be brought in but
no cows,” said World Cup
managing director Scott Parks
Le Telller after attending the
official opening of the Interna-
tional Broadcast Centre in Dal-
las o Monday .

Le Tellier said the cowbelis,
traditionally clanged by Swiss
supporters at major sporting
events, became an issue after
the Swiss media heard that
musical instruments would be
banned from venues for secu-
rity reasons.

"It became a concern and
actually reached FIFA which of
course is based in Switzeriand
and they asked us to confirm
that the Swiss could bring
cowbells to the stadium. We
told them not to worry, the
cowbells could come.”

World Cup Chairman Alan
Rothenberg alse reassured
Brazilan reporters that their
country's fans would be able to
bring drums into the stadiums
during matches.

"As long as they don't
smuggle weapons inside them,
they can bring the drums in.
We're just going to shake them
and see whether they rattle.
The World Cup would not be
the World Cup without the
Samba and drums from Brazil."

But he warned that flags
would only be allowed in with-

(

Rothenberg said two
friendly matches staged last
weekend in Los Angeles —
between Mexico and the
United States — and in New
York — between Greece and
Colombia — had been success-
ful dummy runs for World Cup

Some 91.000 filled the
Rose Bowl in Pasadena, venue
for the final on July 17, with-
out incident. '

"There were no fences and
no problems,” said Rothen-
berg. who has been sharply
critical of the decision by Dal-
las police and city authorities
to fence in the fans at their
Cotton Bowl Stadium., -

"At Colombia-Greece we had
mixed fans, we made no at-
tempt to segregate by nation-
ality and we had a phenomenal
gameé with a great atmosphere
and no prgblems.”

“Toto' Schillaci
suspended

TOKYO, June 8: Salvatore
“Toto” Schillaci, the goal-'
scoring hero of Italy’s 1990
World Cup team, has been sus-
pended from his Japanese club
side for two maltches. a
spokeswoman for the Japan
Professional soccer league |J-
League) said today, reports
Reuter.

She said the league disci-
plinary committee decided on
Tuesday to suspend Schillaci,
who plays for the Jubilo Iwata '
team, for insulting a referee in
last Saturday's match .against
JEF Ichihars

PROFILES : ITALY

PROFILES : BULGARIA

SOFIA, June 8: Following are brief
profiles of the 22 members of Bulgaria's
World Cup squad.

GOALKEEPERS:

Borislav Mihailov. Age 31. Club Mulhous; France; 73 caps.
veteran of 1986 World Cup who has captained country 31
times, plays in French Second Division. Balding. had hair

implant in 1992, '
Plamen Nikolov. 32. Levski Sofia. 2: has been countrys

PROFILES : ARGENTINA

ROME, June 8: Following are brief profiles of Italy’s World Cup
squad:

BUENOS AIRES, June 8: Following are brief préfiles of the 22
members of Argentina’s World Cup squad.

creative players around him: made Italy debut
at age of 20 and has been regular since; packs
a powerful shot.

Dino Baggio. 22. Juventus; 12; tall, siightly
ungainly figure; no relation to J tus team-
mate and namesake Roberto; like , his |

GOALKEEPERS:

skilful; baby-faced playmaker; yet to fulfil
potential at international level; could be a
-key to Argentina's success, already a hit
with teeny boppers at : has been trans-
ferred from Tenerife#to Real Madrid for

GOALKEEPERS:

Sergio Goycochea. Age 30. Club River
Plate: 44 caps; one of Argentina’s most pop-
ular sportsmen; ad agencies scramble for
his services as model; renowned for heroics

uca Age 27. Club Sampdoria;
17 caps: reliable and athletic goalkeeper who
has made number one shirt his owri over past
18 months; prone to occasional lapses in
judgement of when to come off his line.

in penalty shoot outs in 1990 World Cup: : y best goalkeeper for past two league seasons. Luca Marc 28. Lazio; 5; made disas- strengths are mainly defensive but has scored |
recen ped by club skl couniry siict Diage Mimmeang. A . 2t SOy id Cup debut as he presented  important goals including the one which gave
ucriesuzftg‘t{:ﬂlder:y f:E::E anxious wt;ytt to see running, hard-tackl midfielder; forms DEFENDERS: trous Wor up p

if he will be first choice.

Lais Islas. 28. Independiente: 30; reserve
in 1986 squad who refused to go to Italy in

hub of team with Redomdo; rarely gets into
scoring positions — has four gails for Ar-
gentina — but highly by coach Alfio

Emil Kremenliev, 24. Levski Sofia. 7; right back with taste

for attacking down the wing.

Trifon Ivamov. 28 Xamax Neuchatel, 39; has scored four

Switzerland with two goals in a qualifier in
1992 and has since been relegated to role of

understudy;

Italy vital 1-0 win over Portugal in their last

« World Cup qualifier.
Roberto Donadomi. 30. AC Milan; 50; has

goals for Bulgaria, joined Swiss side Xamax from Spain's Real

Luca Bucci..25. Parma; 0; earned place in

bitter memories of 1990 World Cup in Italy

where he missed from the in semifinal |
1990 as understudy to Nery Pumpido for e spot

Betis. Piller of Bulgarian defence. usual task is to mark most squad on strength of his performances for

second tournament in a row; nicknamed
"cat™ has shown great form for club but yet

to produce best for national side; local critic .

quibble that he is sometimes slow off his
line.

Norberto Scoponi. 33. Newell's Old Boys:
O: u tudy for above two:; reliable cover
yet to taste international soccer.

DEFENDERS:

Sergio Vasquez. 28. Universidad Catolica.
Chile; 30; tough defender whose pace

4.
Alejandro Mancuso. 25. Boca Juniors: 8;

strong tackler and good passer of ball; mid-
field cover. i

Hugo Perez. 28. Independiente; 9; to be
watched at set pieces. strong shot; tough
tackler; popular among fans.

Jose Basualdo. 30 (31 .on June 20). Velez
Safsfield: 29: veteran 1990 World Cup
with experience of German Bundesliga; in-
fluential in club's cumfgnt run in Liberta-
dores .Cup; cover for Refiondo or Simeone.

Diego Maradona. .'chagmt:ﬂﬂzm

beaten Cup Winners' Cup finalists Parma in his

penalty shoot-out with Argentina which saw

dangerous member of rival team.

Tzanko Tzvetanov. 24. Levski Sofia. 17; confident left back
who often leads dangerous attacks down wing,

Petar Hubchev. 30. Hamburg, 16; first Second Division
player to join national team 10 years ago. Calm, cool, has a
‘reputation for anticipating his opponents’ moves.
rem;‘kﬂﬂ Iliev. 29 Fﬁuuﬁﬂ. 53: only Bulgarian to have played
in Italian First Division, for Bologna in 1989, now with Rouen
in French Second Division. Likes to attack an is versatile

scorer with both feet and head:

. Ilian Kiryakov. 26. Merida. Spanish Second Division, 35.

MIDFIELDERS:

first season in Serie A; solid and dependable,
the ideal choice as a back-up goalkeeper.

DEFENDERS: '

Faranco Baresi. 34. AC Milan; 76; captain of

.club ad country and acknowledged as one of
best defenders in world; quit international
soccer in 1992 but was persuaded to return
after Italy’s jittery display without him and

. although lost a little pace remains key element,

Alessandro Costacurta. 28. AC Milan; IBI:

hosts eliminated; plays wide on right in mid-
field and his excellent technique and dribbling
abilities make him a favourite with crowds.

Nicola Berti. 27. Internazionale; 25; another
surviver of 1990 World Cup squad, the combat-
ive Berti has hot played for Italy since March
1992; his brash personality did not endear him
to coach Sacchi

absence in March have earned him recall.
Antonio Conte. 24. Juventus; 11; type of
hard-working midfield player who fits in very

Baresi's faithful lieutenant for club and country:
the tall defender is not a pretty performer but
timing of his tackles has greatly improved over
past two seasons; '

Paolo Maldini. 25 (26 on June 26). AC
Milan: 51; powerful and commanding left back

well with Sacchi's tactics; joingd mighty
Juventus from humble home town club Lecee
almost years ago. :

Evani. 31. :-10; solid and
reliable left-footed player; another member of
Milan side which conquered Italy and Europe
in late 1980s; moved to Sampdoria with Ruud

makes up for otherwise sluggish back four;
"gertain to be in starting line-up.

Jorge Borelli. 29. Racing club; 15; cover -
for defence: good header of ball; took deci-
sive penalties that saw Argentina through
quarter-final and semifinal ol 1993 Copa

the world's best pla now struggling to

shed excess weight and, drug habit, will be
playing fourth World #Cup despite recent
threats to quit the gamé: has-had turbulent .
year after being sac Newell's Old Boys

and firing air rifle at réporters; likely to play"

Zlatke Yankov. 27. Levski Sofia, 29: as defensive midfielder
does much “Invisible” but useful work. Scored four goals for
country.

Yordan Lechkov. 26 (27 on July 9). Hamburg, 14 first
Bulgarian to play in German Bundesliga when he joined
Hamburg in 1992,

America : in hole behind two s . leam captain. Daniel Borimirov. 24. Levski Sofia. 9: one of most improved “h:ll: E Ealway 'I BTE:'E tui F;Iﬁuan P :E:?;E‘t:; Gullit last summer and has since enjoyed a re-
* : . ' Leonardo eg. 27. Atalanta, Italy; layers in Bulgaria in last two years. Fast with a talent for slot when hi naissance.
Oscar Ruggeri. 32. San Lorenzo; 93; 28- left midfielder: has t & ek play £ : to move into central defensive when his
nicknamed ' "cabezon (big head)”; Ar- fnr' Maradona; goc d head. of ball and ﬂcm m'ﬂ spotting scoring opportunities. : great teammate finally retires: father Ceasare EDRWARIH:
's most cap;.:ed player: former cap- shot: voted top D 1991 Copa Amer- Boncho Guenechev. 29. Ipswich Town, 4; first Bulgarian to played for Hlilan and Italy in 1960s and now Plerluigi Casiraghi. 25. Lazio; 16; powerful
tain and butt of fams’ frustration when things Gia Gt Niut d tcrn“ aaliu! ' 16 PR play in English Premier league when he joined Ipswich from coaches Italy’s under-21 team. centre-forward who has kept his place in na-

" are going badly: often followed by nimble o araat o chab St T Tast Yoo Tk sporting Lisbon last year. Mauro Tassotti. 34. AC Milan; 4; Milan's 4,5 despite failing to pin down regular

forwards: stood rooted to spot as Colom- alfoctod Yota: form i Georgiev. 31. Mulhouse, 9; busy midfield Dynamo. “Mr Reliable” who knows his limitations and first team spot at Juventus, then at Lazio:
bians ran amok in 5-0 defeat in 1993. _ 2 P , Krasimir Balakov. 28 Sporting Lisbon, 34; attacking plays within them: part of lﬂ mdlﬁyﬂﬂ strong in the air, Sacchi thinks he is perfect
- . icks, h ed fi -winning team; ame [taly’'s
Jose Chamot. 25. Foggia, Italy: 8: ac- FORWARDS: : midfielder good at free kicks, has scor ve goals for European Cup-winning m foil for smaller, nimbler Roberto Baggio.

complished defender and tough tackler who
is also good coming forward: certain starter;
‘made Argentina debut in play-off against

'25. Fiorentina: 32:
‘.baﬂ scored 20 Buwais

Gabriel Batist
lanky striker "Ba

Australia last year after impressive Italian

league performances.

Roberto Sensiani. 27. Parma: 22: recalled

Claudio

for Argentina, inclu the one against
Australia that secured’their berth in finals;
team will count on ‘to hit the net.

. Roma: 41; striker

FORWARDS:

Emil Kostandnov. 26. Porto, 33; fast winger who has been
at Porto for four seasons. Scored 11 goals for Bulgaria, among
them two vital strikers, including last minute winner against

France that put his country into

 Bulgaria. Joined sporting in 1990.

oldest debutant in first appearance for national

team in October 1992,

Roberto Baggio. 27. Juventus: 35; European
footballer-of-the-year in 1993 and one of
game's outstanding talents: pony-tailed Baggio

Antonio Benartive. 25. Parma; 7; adventur-

is superb passer and dribbler of ball and deadly

finals.

ous full back; emerged in successful Parma
team over last three years: can play on either
side of defence; his attacking instincts some-

from set pieces; will need to be at his best if
Italy are to justify their role as ome of

“on Mdy after béing in wilderness under

favourites; a practising Buddhist whose pre-
Basile since 1990; famed for giving away

Hristo Stoichkov. 28. Barcelona, 41: has scored 13 goals match ritual includes prayer recital: has scored

times leave him caught
for Bulgaria. Brilliant strikers who also lays on goals.

out of position.

with lighting pace Luigi Apolloni. 27. Parma: 1; tall stopper,

turned to soccer on

eye for goal; re-

. 12 after 13-month . 19 goals for italy.
pe against-Germany in 1990 World Cup : Y Gregarious, generous man who gives money to up-and-coming strong In air; surprise choice when coach ; :
final : ; han for cocaine ghuise; ¥ % Datte agaion 4 Bulgarian teams and likes spending time in home town of Arrigo Sacchi opted for an extra defender at Siuseppe ,'i"'ﬂ' 36. Lask: 15: epding
~ clock to regain sharpnéss for World Cup. scorer in Italy's Serie A over past two seasons,
. % Plovidiv with friends. He enjoys betting on football pools and the expense of a midfielder. ot 23 times in just 24 league games this
. Fernando Caceres. 25. Real Zaragoza; 9: Abel Balbo. 28. Roma; 18: has played im- often wins. | Lorenzo Minottl. 27. Parma; 2; captain of ting .
uncompromising centre-back; not scared to :

season: small for a striker but has great pace
and fine lefi-foot shot:

Gianfranco Zola. 27 (28 on July 5). Parma;
6: small Sardinian who inherited Diego |
Maradona's number 10 shirt at Napoli before |
moving to Parma last summer:

Daniele Massaro. 33. AC Milan; 8; one of

Nasko Sirakov. 32. Levski, 57; veteran of 1986 World Cup
0 World Cup when with 19 goals for country. Top scorer in the Bulgarian First
performance against Division last season. Played for Real Zaragoza an Espanol in
defeat. Spanish league. -
v oA ' Ivaylo Yordanov. 26. Sporting Lisbon, 9; Bulgarian league
Ariel Ortega. 20. River Plate; 4; unselfish '

i , top scorer in 1991,
player with great potential: lightweight Peter Mihtarski. 27 (28 on July 15). Pirin Blagoevgrad, 48;
striker with close c@pinpl; emerged un-

on loan at Pirin from Porto. -Experienced centre forward.
scathed from spectac 75 '

pressively In recent i
appointment of 1

dropped after dreadf
Cameroon in opening

tion Parma team which has developed into one of
orid Ciip: b Europe’'s top clubs; good all-round defender
who is composed on the ball; in spare time
helps out as volunteer in drug rehabilitation
centre.
Roberto Mussl. 30. Torino; 2; experienced
and reliable defender who spent two seasons
with Sacchi's AC Milan before joining Torino

mix it with strikers; considered one ol the
best Latin Americans in Spanish league this
SeAS0N. ' . *

- Hernan Diagz. 29. River Plate; 22; cover

_ for right back position: recalled last year
after laying string of friendlies under previ-
~ous coach Carlos Bilardo in mid-1980s;

scored spectacular goal against Germany in

2 rprise success stories of last [tallan season;

car crash in May. Petar Alexandrov. 31. Levski, 27; in 1993 he helped Araj five years ago. ;:Im“mds a happy kmcfui netting at crucial

Deecember 1993. E Ramon Medina h!bﬂm 28. Yokohama win Swiss I'EﬂgUE- mm times to emer as Milan's top scérer with 11
Marinos; 15; once a idol at River Plate: Velko Yotov. 23. Es ge

panol, 6; fast, skilful goalscorer.
Invailo Andonov. 26. CSKA Sofia, 3; Bulgarian league's
second highest scorer last season with 25 goals.

[ oomesTic proeLEMS MEAN THE AssemcE OF | |
WORLD CUP HOLDERS URUGUAY WHILE THE

1930 RUNNERS-UP ARGENTINA SEND A VIRTUAL | |
Imﬁm. THEY ARE AFRAID OF

LOSING MORE PLAYERS TO THE LIRA-LADEN
MTALIAN CLUBS

MIDFIELDERS:

. | scored vital goals for Argentina; transferred
Fernando Redondo. 25. Real Madrid 22:

* Jeague goals; such form earned him recall to
to Japan in middle of season.

Demetrio Albertind. 22. AC Milan; 14; strong
Italian national squad after eight-year absence:

tackler whose main role is to win ball for more

™ THE QUARTER-F § FLORENCE
STAGES TWO BRUISING FNC OUNTERS
BETWEEN SPAIN AND ITALY WHO

EVENTUALLY WIN THROUGH AFTER A
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A SINGLE MATCH IN THE

ALY IS CHOSEN TO MOST THE 1934
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. THEIR NATIONAL LEADER ; A
MUSSOLINI SEES THE WORLD CUP AS THE
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B N MRLAN THE TALIAN AZZUSRS (B UES) THEN

d COME UP AGAINST AUSTIIA S WUNDFRTE AM
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