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Toenails, feet,
blisters. Balboa

PASADENA, Calif, June 7
Feet. Shoes, Toenails, Blisters
Not necessarily in that order

For US sweeper Marcelo
Balboa, such are the topics
these days for serious diseus
sion since he's healed and re
cuperated from a ligament
stress tear and partial tear of
the cartilage in his right knee,

reports AP

Then there's the normal
wear and tear of playing soccer
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MABCELO BALBOA
all the time.
“Your big (oe nail dies and

breaks off.” the 6-foot-1, 170- .

pounder said. "Then you get
big ugly blisters on your heels.
THat’s the price to pay by
some of the guys; not all of the
guys, just some of them.:

On April 17, 1993. he paid
a bigger price.

It was a game between the
US and Iceland. Balboa's right
foot found an indentation on
the field where a football yard
marker used Lo lie. He heard a
pop and plopped to the
ground.

For the highest scoring
(nine goals) US defender ever,
the son of a former profes-
sional soccer player in Argen-
tina, the pop burst his dream
- of a soceer legacy.

There was surgery and the
predicted recovery period of
nine months to a year. But
Balboa, who grew up watching
and playing soccer, used the
down time to speed up his
physical recovery.

He was always pushing him-
self to act as if here was no
mechanical device that -bent
and straightened his leg, as if a
plastic sleeve didn't surge cold
water to keep the swelling
down. as if two tubes didn't
drain non-circulating blood
from the knee. He was advised
not to climb the stairs to his
second-floor bedroom in his
Laguna Nigel apartment, but he
did, even though some nights
he’'d slip on a step, fall and lay

in the dark for hours.
- He returned to the team a

short eight months later,
playing briefly in a game
against El Salvador. The 26-
year-old has been with the US
national team since 1988 and
played in all three 1990 World
Cup games. The year before he
hurt his knee, he was named
the US male soccer athlete of
the year. '

The day it was announced
that he would be part of the
1994 US team, Balboa said he
hoped the fans would be as
excited as he would be.

“This place is just gonna be
rockin,” he said.

The United States is set to
open World Cup play June 18
against Switzerland in Detroit,
and Balboa's blistered feet and
hurung toenails will be there.

Rothenberg
retorts

NEW YORK., June 7: Eleven
days before the kick-off of
World Cup 1994, the event's
chairman accused the Greek
team's delegation of containing
thieves and liars, reports AFP.

Alan Rothenberg said Mon-
day at lcast some members of
the Greek delegation must
know details about items
stolen from the Greek Locker
room during a tune-up match
Sunday at nearby Giants Sia-
chium. ;
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RID DE JANEI
RO. June 7: It is
the land of samba
soccer, the nati
on that produced
Pele. It may have
more world-class players than
any other nation on the planet.
reports AP

Yet they haven't won the
World Cup since 1970

Once again, Brazil are
favourites to win the title for
the fourth time. Once again, 22
players have the eyes of the na-
tion on them and the pressure
that goes along with them.

“Things are going very
favourably., and | have a strong
feeling that we'll bring back
the title,” said defender
Jorginho, who plays for Bayern
Munich.

“We have a great team, with
players that play on some of
the best clubs in the world,”
added Bebeto. "Soccer, desire,
courage and unity | guarantee
we have.”

True enough. But it
wouldn’'t be the first time
Brazil came into a World Cup
as favourites only to drop out
early, not so much outplayed as
self-destructed by overconfi-
dence, money squabbles or
personal vanities,

Cracks showed on Sunday
when they were held to a 1-1
draw with lightly regarded
Canada.

The only team to qualify for
every World Cup. Brazil's lau-
rels are gathering dust. Their
three World Cup champi-
onships—in 1958, 1962 and
1970—have been marched by
Germany and Italy.

Now, with the most talent
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Whither eternal favourities?

in a decade, Coach Carlos Al-
berto Parreira is determined
not to repeat past mistakes.

Since he took command of
the team in 1991, Parreira has
sought to balance youth and
experience. creativity and tac-
tics, during and caution. Half of
the 22 players are from top
European clubs. Including
eight of the starting 11

Training is based on com-
puterised physical evaluation.
using software specially devel-
oped by two-time world club
champions Sao Paulo. Players
undergo “positive mentalisa-
tion® sessions to create a
“winner's mentality.” Even su-
perstition is respected.

"We might lose the Cup, but
it won't be off the field.” said
fullback Ricardo Gomes, of
Paris-St Germain.

On the field, Brazil's big as-
set is—where else?—on of-
fence. The starting duo of Be-
beto and Romario is widely
considered among the world’'s
best.

Romario, a stocky striker
with a sprinter's speed and
wizardly ball control, Iled
Spain’'s Barcelona to their
fourth straight Spanish league
title, finishing as the league’s
top scorer with 30 goals.

"l know tLhey’ll throw the
responsibility on me il Brazil
are eliminated, but I'm ready
for it,”" said Romario, whose
ego matches his talent. °I'll
give my life to bring the fourth

[championship) .~

Bebeto. the other halfl of the
duo. is a lithe acrobat who uses
quickness to bat defenders. A
clairvoyant passer and deadly
shooter. he is an ideal com
plement for Romario.

“Aren’'t we the perfect
duo?” he asked. rhetorically

Maybe so. but their back-
ups also are formidable.

Muller. a veteran of two World
C"ups. and Ronaldo. a 17-year
old sensation who has drawn
raves from people who know-

among them Pele. Tostao and
Zico.

“Ronaldo is the best al
tacker in Brazilian soccer.”
sald Zico., a veteran of three
World Cups. "He works the ball

ROMARIO...

he mercurial ff:-ard
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equally with his Jeft and right
fool. is intelligent. quick and
cold like the great scorers.”

Ronaldo also is seen as
something of a good luck
charm. Assistant coach Mario
Zagalo, who played on two
World Cup champion teams
and coached the third. recalls
that in 1958 there also was a
| 7-year-old phenomenon who
went on Lo considerable suc-
ceas—Pele

The solid defence is re
union of veterans from the
1990 Cup: Taffarel. Jorginho,
Ricardo Rocha, Ricardo Gomes
and Branco. Young stars Cafu
and Leonardo, both of Sao
Paulo. also could get a chance

The midfield is the only
question mark. But it'8 a big
one. |

Mauro Silva and Dunga are
destroyers. Zinho is a worker
ant, scurrying back and forth
but also essentially a defender
That leaves Ral as playmaker
and fleld general, the vital link
between the midfield and the
offense that makes everything
work

But Ral. the brother of
former all-star Socrates. hasn't
been up to the task Since a
brillant 1992 season, when he
led Sao Paulo its first world
championship, his skills have
just seemed to vanish.

Parreira knows he has a
problem but says there's not
one else to fill Ral's role. All he
can do, he says, is hopes that

Rai recovers his old form.

‘It's true, we lack creativ-
ity. | look but | don't find it
Parreira shrugged “The fact is
Brazil today doesn't have a
great No 10 jersey any more,
like Rivelino. an Ademir da
Guia or a Zico. Zico was the
last. Give me one and I'll put
him on the team right now."

Rai insists his slump is be-
hind him. His optimism at

training camp was contagious.

"You can bet on me.” he
said. °l shad problems. but
they're over. I've never been so
confident. physically and
mentally =

But fans here worry that
Parreira's book-heavy tactics
and concern with defense have
hamstrung the attack. Public
opinion polls show Brazilians
want a third attacker—and
many a fourth and a fifth.

The memory of the 1990
World Cup debacle is still
strong. Brazil tried to adopt a
European-style defence with a
sweeper, but they players
didn’'t understand it. The re-
sult: Brazil were ousted in the
second round 1-0 by archrivals
Argentina.

Fullback Gomes said it
couldn’t happen again.

“The group is similar but
the characteristics are differ-
ent. starting with tactics. We
have a more offensive team and
two exceptional attackers in
Bebeto and Romario.” he said.

“In 1990, there was not
unity, the fight for positions
was terrible and no always
clean. The difference is in our
conduct, in our experience
and ability to learn from our
mistakes.”

BONN, June 7: Following are
of Germany's World Cup squad:

GOALKEEPERS:

Bodo Mligner. Age 27. Club Cologne; 47 caps:
the 1990 World Cup goalkeeper has come
under fierce competition from Andreas
Koepke but was confirmed in May as the num-
ber one for finals. Only 20 when he won his
first cap; excellent English speaker.

Andreas Koepke. 32. Nuremberg: 14; a year
ago looked like winning number one spot but
struggled this season at Nuremberg who were
relegated from Bundesliga; Bitterly dis-
appointed not to win battle with Iligner and

may decide to quit international game after fi-
nals.

Oliver Eahn 24 (birthday June 15). Karl-

sruhb: 0; Kahn's club form has been so impres-

sive this season that he has been considered as
major rival to Iligner and Koepke and has
been signed by Bayern Munich or next season:
out spoken about his abilities but name to

watch in future.

DEFENDERS:

Thomas Berthold. 29. VFB Stuttgart; 52:
played in 1986 and 1990 World Cup but fell
out of favour after being sent off in a Eu
Championship qualifier in Cardiff in June
1991, superb club form this season has put the
man-to-man marker back in contention; can
also play libero.

Andreas Brehme. 33. Kaiserslautern: 79:
soccer of penalty which sealed victory in 1990
final; the defender-cup-midfielder is likely to
be first choice on left side where his attacking
skills are important; also played in 1986 finals:
the squad’s main comedian off the pitch.

Guido Buchwald. 33. VFB Stuttgart; 73;
famous for the way he marked Diego Maradona
out of 1990 final; another versatile player who
can play both as a man-to-man marker or in
midfield; thigh strain has hindre his final
preparations; has signed to play in Japan next
season.

Thomas Helmer. 29. Bayern Munich; 23;
stronig in the air but may struggle to get into
team as first-choice man-to-man marker; can
also play sweeper.

Juergen Kohler. 28. Juventus; 63; most
accomplished man-to-man marker who nor-
mally takes charge of opposition's main
striker: although still regarded as one of the
best defenders in the world, age seems to be
catching up with him; lacks pace of four years
ago and can be vulnerable in the air.

Lothar Matthaeus. 33. Bayern Munich; 110;
“most capped German player of all time: the
captain will be competing in his fourth
consecutive finals; has successfully switched
from midfield to libero; a fiery character; he
leads by example and is still a danger when he
goes forward.

Thomas Strunz. 26. VFB Stuttgart; 11; has
made a late bid this season to play the de-
fensive role on right side of midlield: made his
debut for the German team againsi Sweden in
October 1990.

brief p

o . 26. Werder Bremen: 3; debut
against ftilr last March but despite inex-
perience has looked one of the most dangerous
players recently and could get the attacking
slot on the right side of midfield; a great tech-
nician who can shoot well from long range.

Stefan Effenberg. 25. Florentina: 29; German
soccer's former “enfant terrible® during his
days at Bayern Munich; has matured during
time in Italy. a versatile player capable of
El:lflm defensive and attacking roles in mid-

Maurizio Gaudino. 27. Eintracht Frankfurt:

4. unlikely to get a place but skilful
player who could be useful substitute; of Italian
extraction.

Thomas Haessler. 28. Roma: 48; German
star of the 1992 European Championship but
recent form has put the diminutive mid-
fielder's place in doubt: a master of free kicks:
he played in 1990 World Cup final team.

Andy Moeller. 26. Juventus; 39; German
midfield has been built around the talented
and speedy player who is the main playmaker:
not a regular in 1990 but very much a favourite
of new coach Berti Vogts: has been in some
superb form this season and tipped to be pos-
sible star of finals.

Matthias Sammer. 26, Borussia Dortmund;

22-23 for former East Germany; the red-
headed Sammer is another versatile player
who often carries out the defensive role behind
Moeller in the centre of the park.
Martin Wagner. 26. Kaiserslautern; 2;
capped for the first time in 1992 and good
club form earned him place in squad: is useful
alternative on the left side for veteran Brehme
who may suffer in the heat in the US.

Ulf Kirsten. 28. Bayer Lverkusen: 10-49 for
East Germany; unlikely to be first choice

striker but aggressive player, very dangerous in

‘the penalty box; has scored three goals

Juergen Klinsmann. 29. Monaco; 58; the
blond-haired player was one of the stars of
1990; has rarely repeated that form consis-
tently but is sure to be Germany's dangerman
because of his speed; has scored 19 goals for

Stefan Kuntz. 31. Kaiserslautern; 2; injury
has cost Kuntz more caps but his club form
this year put him back in contention for place
alongside klinsmann; a former policeman; he
has scored once. |

Kar-Heinz Riedle. 28. Borussia Dortmund:
37; has gone off the boil since his superb form
during Vogts' early days in charge after the
1990 finals; still likely to get second place be-
side Klinsmann; 15 goals.

Rudi Voeller. 34. Marseille; 86; called out of
international retirement because of Vogts'
forward problems and played his first match
for two years on May 29 against Ireland: scored
44 goals for his country but his fitness may be
tested to the full in the heat.

(P

s of the 22 members)|

RIO DE JANEIRO, June 7: Following are brief profiles of the
22 members of Brazil's World Cup squad: e

| GOALKEEPERS:

Taffarel ([Claudio Andre Taffarel). Age
28. Club Reggiana; 61 caps. Became first
Brazilian goalkeeper to play in Europe when
he joined Italy's Parma following 1990 World
Cup; joined Reggiana after excess of foreigners
forced him out of Parma team.

Zettl (Armelino Quagliato). 29. Sao Paulo; 5;
Second choice goalkeéper with excellent re-
flexes but weaker on high crosses.

Gilmar (Gilmar Luis Rinaldi). 35. Flamengo.
7: Third-choice goalkeeper with similar quali-
ties and defects to Zetti.

DEFENDERS:

Jorginho (Jorge Amorim Campos). 29, Bay-
ern Munich: 45; Fast, attacking full-back re-
garded by Brazil coach Carlos Alberto Parreira
as the best in his position in the world.

Branco {Claudio Tbraim Vaz Leal) 30. Flumi-
nense; 70:; Aggressive full back with a thunder-
bolt left foot shot; quick temper and huge de-
sire to do well for his country: Sharply criti-
cised in Brazil as being past his prime and first
team place threatened. Previous clubs include
Porto; Genoa and Brazil's Gremio.

Leonardo (Leonardo Nasacimento De
Araujo). 24. Sao Paulo; 10: Left back this season
deployed by his club in a creative midfield role
with enormous effect. Could play in either po-
sition if picked.

Ricardo Rocha (Ricardo Roberto Barreto da

Rocha) 32. Vasco da Gama; 38; Very little gets

past Ricardo Rocha, a central defender with
perfectly, timed tackle and good ball distribu-
tion; returned to Brazil last year after two
years with Real Madrid.

Ricardo Gomes (Ricardo Gomes). 29. Paris
St. German; 43; Central defender who becomes
a useful attacker at set pieces but who has
clearly begun slowing up: joined his present
club from Benfica.

Aldair (Aldair dos Santos). 28. Roma; 19;
Central defender called in as a last-minute re-
placement for Mozer: dropped when Brazilian
team doctors said they had found a live ail-
ment which needed treatment; has just made
his return to first team soccer after a long lay-
off through injury.

Marcio Santos (Marcio Santos). 24. Bor-
deaux: 22; Solid central defender handicapped
by lack of top international experience which
makes him likely to lose out to the two Ricar-
dos in the fight for a first team place.

‘MIDFIELDERS:

Mauro Silva (Mauro da Silva). 26. Deportivo
la Coruna; 32; Solid, Bulky, ball-winning mid-
fielder and one of the key players behind the

rise of the previously unfashionable Spanish
club; he joined two years ago from Brazil's

Bragantino,

Dunga (Carlos Caetano Verri), 30. Stuttgart;
42: ' Another hard-tackling midfielder: a
favourite with both Parreira and his predeces-
sor Sebastiano Lazroni in 1990 bult Brazilians

would prefer a player with more ball control,
style and technique.

Cafu (Marcos de Morais). 23 (24 on June 7).
Sao Paulo; 29: Versatile, quick and skilful

player equally comfortable at right back or in
midfield.

Zinheo [Crizam Ceaser de Oliverira). 26, (27
on June 13). Palmeiras; 29; Hard-working. tac-
tically disciplined and tricky left-footed mid-
fielder who established himself as a first team
regular last year: joined Palmeiras in 1992
from Flamengo.

Rai (Rai de Souza Oliveira). 29. Paris St.
Germain; 42; Tall, elegant player with a good
long-range shot but sadly off form since joining
the French club from Sao Paulo where he won
two World Club championship and two Liberta-
dores Cup titles; Began Career with Botafogo in
his home town of Riberao Preto.

Mazinhoe (Tomar do Nascimento). 28.
Palmeiras; 28; Intelligent midfield dynamo
who can also play in either full back position;
A reserve at Ist World Cup but this time will be
pushing hard to get in the team:-returned to
Brazil in 1992 after playing for Lecce, then
Fiorentina, in Italy; Began his career with Rio
de Janeiro club Vasco da Gama.

Paulo Sergio [ Paulo Sergio do Nascimento).
24. Bayer Leverkusen; 10: Surprise inclusion
who may be given Rai's role if he continues to
disappoint; played for Corinthians hefore mov-

ing to Germany.
FORWARDS:

~ Muller (Luis Antonio Correia da Costa). 28.
Sao Paulo; 52, Fast Striker with the experience
of two World Cups but an erratic finisher and
prone to indiscipline off the field: has Euro-
pean experience with Italy's Torino.

Bebeto (Jose Roberto Gama de Oliveria). 30.
Deportivo la Coruna; 52; Lightweight but quick
and skilful striker with the goal scoring
knack; also contributes with intelligent run-
ning off the ball.

Romario (Romario de Souza Faria). 28,
Barcelona; 32; a lighting turn of pace and
lethal finishing ability makes him Brazil's most
dangerous striker; scored 30 goals in his first
season in Spanish league: not afraid to speak
his mind off the pitch which has landed him
in hot water on several occasions.

Ronaldo (Ronaldo Luiz Nazario de Lima). 17.
Cruzeiro; 2; Despite his age, he has already

scored more than 50 goals for his club which

has led to inevitable comparisons with the le-

Pele, who starred in the 1958 World -

Cup at the age of 17, however, he has little ex-
perience against top-class opposition and is
not initially expected to be in the starting line-
up.
p'ﬂnl:l (Paulo Sergio Rosa). 25. Corinthians;
4: Striker wilh excellent positioning sense,
famed for his creativity when it comes to
finding new ways celebrating goals.
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Frustrated
Fijian fans

SUVA, Fijfi, June 7: Fijian
soccer officials plan an official
compiaint to the sport's inter-
national governing body after
the United States denied.visas
to dozens of fans to at-
tend the World Cup finals. re-
ports AP.

Fiji Football Association sec-
retary Jitendra Maharaj
the Australian Associated
that of more than 70 fans who
bought tickets for this month's
tournament. 56 had been re-
fused visas to visit the United
States.

He said the refusal to grant
visas (o so many fans was
strange because had sup-
ported the United tes in its
bid to stage the tournament,
which starts next week.

“We may have to think twice
about supporting them in fu-
ture.” said Maharaj. “If a coun-
try wants (o stage the World
Cup it should make some kind
of allowances for fans to at-
tend.” he said.

Dennis Rounds, a
spokesman for the US
Embassy in Suva, sald many of
the applicants were refused
visas because they did pro-
vide enough evidence of -
cial assets and commitments
in Fiji to ensure their return.
He said the United States had
made no special allowances

- fans wanting to attend

World Cup.
"Normal procedures were

Too many
empty rooms

NEW YORK. June 7: Hotel
and tourism officials are com-
plaining that World Cup soccer
officials greatly overestimated
the number of hotel rooms
needed for the tournament
this month, reports AP.

Soccer officials held

250,000 s in Wa-
iﬁﬁ"lﬂﬂl‘l magtj‘hdruppd the
total to 30.000, according to
Cheryl Carey of the Waghingten
Convention and Visitors' Asso-
ciation.

Hotel room nights in Dallas
have dropped from 304,000 to
65,000, Less Tanaka, executive
vice president of the Hotel
Association of Greater Dallas.
said Monday.

"l don't think Dallas is any
different from the other eight
venues as how we'll deo."
Tanaka said.

Tanaka figures on dirs 23.9
million in lost revenue, based
on an average of dirs 100 per
night.

"We just wish that the
World Cup would have been
more realistic in their esti-
mates of the number of room
nights to be utilized,” Tanaka
said. "Obviously. they were
overly optimistic.”

John Marks, president of
the San Francisco Convention
and Visitors Bureau. said the
World Cup accommodations
bureau reserved 188,000 ro-
om-nights in the San Francisco
Bay area more than a year ago,
but 25,000 are still open.

“The drop is alarming. to
say the least,” Marks said.
"They just absolutely overesti-
mated their ability to sell
rooms and - or their demand
on those rooms. Frankly. |
don't think there will be as
many international visilors as
we had hoped for." i

Before the December draw
that determined where teams
will play in the first round,
planners expected to sell
220,000 room-nights in the
Boston area. But just 40,000
room-nights have been boo-
ked, according to Art Canter,
director of the Massachusetts

Lodging Association.

Laudrup to
join Real
MADRID, June 7: Danish
International midfielder Mi-
chael Laudrup has reached
agreement’ to play .for Real
Madrid for the next two sea-

sons. club president Ramon
Mendoza announced on

. Monday. reports Reuter.
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BARCELONA. MAY 1929. AT A MEETING OF FIFA - WORLD SOCCER'S ON 13 JULY 1930, THE WORLD CUP BEGINS LUCIEN N THE ARGENTINA-CHILE MATCH. A FIGHT
GOVERNING BODY - THEIR PRESIDENT JULES RIMET FINALLY GETS THE LAURENT OF SCORES THE TOURNAMENT'S BREAKS OUT AFTER A BAD FOUL BY
SEAL OF APPROVAL FOR HIS LONG-STANDING DREAM - A GLOBAL FIRST-EVER AS HIS TEAM BEAT MEXICO 4- | ARGENTINIAN CENTRE-HALF MONTI POLICE

SOCCER TOURNAMENT, HAVE TO SEPARATE THE COMBATANTS

DESPITE URUGUAY'S OFFER TO PAY
P THEIR EXPENSES. ONLY POUR TS NOT LONG BEFORE CONTROVERSY REARS
%Emcamn:mmuﬁ mnwauﬂm,mu e
A 10 SOUTH AMERICA. ONE OF THESE IS nm'ﬂv-mumlm e
ROMANIA WHOSE TEAM 5 PICKED BY SET TO EQUALISE. THE FRENCH LOSE 10 ) > :
KING CAROL e = — -




