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and allocated fund accordingly.
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A crush programme has been undertaken to fill the vacant
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rgetted 1143 and 4152 schools have so far been

to motivate the

t the contry. In the

ng with GEP, there are

by a more intensive and regular training ca
. About 213261 teachers and officers of primary education have been trained for overall
learning outcome. There is no denying the fact that
ing EFA goals is going td be dwindled. Some important steps have been taken

Development of Primary Education

It is accepted amoang educators and scholars that primary education is the most basic, influential and formative phased of education.

Rapid rise in production, achievement of national progress and self dependence, above all attaiiment of economic emancipation as well as
raising living standard are effluents of education. The implementation of primary education programmes has, however, bared the naked truth
that the task of reaching the geal of education for all is not impossible but herculean, especially in the context of the present socio economic
condition prevating in the country. Despite limited resources, the government has given highest priority to primary and mass education sector

For quantitative expansion and qualitative improvement of primary education, there are 17 development projects under the DPE of which
Genaral Education Project is biggest one. -

The main targets of the GEP (1991-95) are the reconstruction and

repair of 8000 Govt. Primary Schools, construction of 4000 low cost schools,
opment of 36 Districts Primary Education Offices,

t of 44 Primary Trainning Institutes, construction of one Divisional Education
Complex in Chittagong and construction of 200 satellite schools. Step is also’being taken to reconstruct additional 11 Districts Prima
' Offices, three Thana Education Offices and some new city and town schools under the GEP. Alo

and reconstruct the flood and cyclone damaged Govt. Primary Schools. Under the IDA assisted 3rd Flood Rehabilitation
- 1136 primary schools have been reconstructed out of ta

The cyclone damaged Primary Schools Rehabilitation project, (1991) are being financed by ADB, EEC, OPEC, IDB and Il-\e Royal Saudi
Government. Under these projects a total number of 1863 Govt. primary schools are being reconstructed and 1695 are being repaired.

Besides, 4041 more government primary schools have been reconstructed or repaired so far from the revenue budget. An ambitious project

has also been undertaken to reconstruct/repair of the long neglected 8830 registered non-government primary schools of the country. This project
is financed from government's own resources. |

epoch making project for the expansion of primary education is the Food for Education

_ Project. The programme has been introduced
in 460 selected unions of 460 thanas of the country

poor parents to send their kids to schools instzad of to fields. The programme
has been proved very encouraging. The enrolment rate has increased and the dropout rate has reduced remarkably in the project area.

The students of the primary schools are also provided books free of costs
have been distributed to 1,40,67,332 children. Government is also actively considering to supply other learning materials to schools.

posts of the Head Teachers and Assistant Teachers of the primary
this programme, 1759 Head Teachers and 5823 Assistant Teachers have been employed by the end of 1993. The works for emplyoment of 1500
head teachers and 3500 assistant teachers is also in progress.

The focus on actual learning acquisition and outcome has been the shifted policy taken up for sustaining the system. With this end in view
teacher training programmes have been thoroughly redesigned introducing new and modern techniques with em
activity-based training.The cluster training system has been replaced
dissemination training programmes are continuing
improvement of quality. It is believed that these trainings will result in a positive impact
unless community participation can be ensured, the success of

year 1994, a total of 168 lac sets of book

is on student centred

ry Education
projects to rehabilitate
Project (1988) a total of
repaired. Under the EEC assisted post Flood
t, a total of 325 primary schools are being recontructed. 210 primary schools are being rehabilitated under the IDB assisted post

schools. Under

sub-cluster. Curriculumn

interest among community towards education. Both i0 and Television are regularly transmitting primary and mass education
programmes. Besides, Primary and Mass Education Division deve a number of tellops and spots which have been transmitted through
television and radio. Short plays depicting the importance of primary education and the steps taken by the so far, are being regulary
staged in the village markets and townships. Jari gans (Popular chorus song) are also with similar theme and sung in public ga :
In fact, there has been a wide realisation that the building of partnership with the community must be given prominence for 1

implementation of compulsory primary education. Committees have been formed at the district,
yard-meetings, organised regularly have started giving good resuits.

The importance of regular inspection and supervision for materiahising the object
make inspection meaningul and effective, every officer has been given a target
of Primary Education. The Thana Education Officers have already been provided with motor cycles to help them in their inspection duties.

t of primary education will not reach the desired goal, if people from all walks of life do not:
come forward and participate actively. Only then, we shall be able to ensure education for all our children, men and women.

All these efforts and initiatives for dev

ives of pri
to fulfil and an i

, Union ward level. Mother's rallies and

primary education mu:tbe.itl'tg:ly emphasised. To
inspection cell has been created in the Directorate

=

in the prevailing situation.

The underprivileged and

making 40 million illiterate

-

Compulsory Primary Education Programme
Aziz Ahmed Choudhury

Gowt. of the Pluth'a Republic
of Bangladesh has enacted
Primary Education

Actim 1 to ensure education

for all by the year 2000
mﬁzh; of mrpietwntmg
primary education

s vested upon the
W Committees. To supervise

and coordinate the activities of
these ward committees union,
thana and disrict co-ordinating
committees are constituted as
circular issued i1n this
connection. It is worth
ing that to control 13,380

ward committees thmughuut
the country, 4,460 Union
committees, 481 thana
committees and 64 district
committees are formed Peoples
of different walks of life Le, |
ml.ic representatives, local
ers, elites, directly or

of different rtments, are
mcluded in these cmmmees in
different It advisors,
chairmen mrm member
Secretaries. etc. It is known from
field level mformation that
these committees are performing
their duties successfully I:;,r
taking necessary steps towards
of compulsory primary
education programme and
taking necessary decisions in

respect of enroiment,
sttendance dropout etc. Dby
holding regular monthly

5.50 lakhs of illiterate le
were educated in 175 ;

consequence, Compulisory
Prir:qry Educaton Act has
been promulgated in 1990
with effect from Ianull?' 01,
1992. Meanwhile realizin

the limited scope of forma

population.

INFEP is shown below

Total umbver (f lewrreng cenires 13021
Teachers . 13,024
Learners  4,18.410

sector in reachin vast Tt " Supervisors | 868
Director General segment of illiterate tly NFE activity of
Compulsory Pnmary Education ulation, the Government Presently 2ics
Implementation Monstonng Unut K:r launched an integrated INFEP covers 69 thanas
Primary & Mass Education Division NFE programme {[bﬁ;gpj_ districts of the country.
ke From then onwards, NFE is Besides Govt. programmes, a
running side by side with FE  total of 164 NGO's are
constituted ward. Union. thana From 010192 1e Itrom to achieve the of EFA by working in the literacy

Mewiings

Child survey 1» very much
important 1n implementing
Compulsory Primary Education
Programme. |t 15 necessary (o
ascertain accurately the total
number of child of the country
With this end in view iIn
December 1993 l+to 10+
chaldren survey like cemsus was
made all over the country with
due importance and utmosi
care. Necessary fund was placed
to spend for this purpose. Ward
committees have conducted
child survey works of their
respected wards Teachers of
govt. and registered non-govt
primary schools have collected
and written dowrn the necessary
data of chuld survey
personally attending each and
every house of this school
catchment area. A symbolic mark
has been placed on each
surveyed house Simultaneously
cross checking by SMC and
Ward Committee has also been
made to justify its accuracy In
the child survey of December,
1993 the total number of &+ to
10+ children of the country is

found to be 1,74.19.253

Govl primary schools,
Ebtedayee Madrasha and all
primary level educational
institutions have been inspected
thoroughly. The officers at the
unit are collecting and
monitoring the activities of

and district level committees,
holding meetings, taking and
implementing important
decisions by the committees

academic year 1992, 68 Thanas of
the country were brought under
the purview of Compulsory
Primary Education Programme

2000 A.D. This project is
viewed as an experimental
and bridging one likely to
lead to a larger and effective

programme A total 1,20,550
illiterate people were made
literate under the NFE project
the

Moreover data regarding child on experimental basis body from 1996 onwards. in 1991-92 dTh‘"“Eh s
survey, enrolment attendance Influenced by this glanng The aims of the project are to programme is ue to berTru

are also being cullected and success of the aforesaid create gpgc|;[111d and in IHI"II." Y4, an extension
monitored In the last academic programme in 1992 the govt s experienced manpower, to through December 95 1s

year of 1993 all primary level
educational institutions Of sOome
thanas had been inspected and
surveyed thoroughiy and
another 32 Union ot different
thanas, and 3 educational

numbering about
m! sanction of the grant
to teacher is disbursed quarterly

to introd uce Compulsory
Prnmary Education Programme
throughout the country from the
academic year 1993 by taking all
the remaining thanas under the
domain of the programme At

here that dunng 1992 the rate of
enrolment was only 75% n the
rest of the areas of the country

develop infrastructural
facilities and to introduce a
parallel NFE system to the
formal stream

Education (ECE) programme
for 4-5 age group

under active consideration
The goal to make a total of
16,14,600 people literate has
been targeted in the revised
CP

instituhons of 171 thanas, were the end of the academic year NFE IN Bangladesh has As part of CE programme to

nspected during the vear 1991 1992 1t was noticed that n the ( 3 ts . rela.ln literacy of
From 1st January 1991 G vaid 68 thanas the rate of neo-literates and “""'*“"lll an

started sanctioning grant per .. oiens in class | had gone up environment congenial to

month serwor teachers of . ’

"each l::rh:::rrrd Tl:nn-g':n: to 85% It 1s worth mentioning 1)  Early Chiidhood liteeacy: 1 ruval areay, a

programme to  set  up
comnmunity based libranes in

different villages of the

The number of grants under wuniversal primary 11y Non-formal Basic country 1s under way A total
schools ave ”l”prr;r:yd education programme 50 it s Education (NFBE) programme of 43 supervisors will train
significantly duning the current  evident that the rate of | | for 6-10 age group the libranans locally A total
ot e of 406 village hbrares are

The process of sanctoning
grant from 1st january 1994 of
the current financial year to
teachers of newly regstered 2500
primary schools and teachers of

during 1992 in CPE area
During academic year 1993 the
rate of enrolment all over the
country 1n class | stood 86.78%
that is the rate had gone up by

ni) Non-formal Adolescent
Education Programme for

11-14 age group

likely to start functioning by
the end of May 94 in 43
selected thanas. Extensive
training activities are being

independent Ebtadayye ., . hope that the rate of iv) Non-formal Adult conducted before learning
each u-ut has .“:H .;ﬂt enroilment in the year 1994 will Education Programme for centres start functioning 1n 69
i he ramed more 15-35 age group thanas

continung,

- s =

- —
- Khandaker Shahidul Islam
Executive Director
INFEP, Dhaka.

Age-old ignorance, as the nation, the world has  long programme under the v) Continuing Education
superstition, poverty and  already accepted Non-formal  name Mass Education (CE) programme for
infgntrmlural inadequacy of Education (NFE) as a Programme (MEP) was ,eo-literates through
formal education have made  supportive concern of Formal undertaken by the community based learning
the 15 and 15+ population of  Education. Government to raise the
Bangladesh to contain its The history of NFE literacy rate of 11-45 age  Cenftres.
literacy rate within 35%  ;ctivities in Bangladesh does roup from 30% to 60% by Mention may be made here
only. To bnn& the 15 pot date too far back. 000 A.D. in phases, Under that literacy programme of
population of Bangladesh  Sporadic efforts were made at  this p t, 24 NGOs were NEE covers at least 50%
into the mainstream of formal }tﬁﬂfnt times however. A iven subvention and duri cove
education seems to be absurd  countrywide programme of 987-1991 period, a total o female of the total target
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drop-out children and I::Ergtlt h:;bﬂns ?lfunard [ljr:: The Government of Currently literacy AT 8 W& o B 33
adk ts are in need of an 1980 for the first time in Bangladesh as a signatory to programme is being conducted
alternative education Bangladesh But the the World Conference on in two ways- Govt. run adult
Im.h’ a universal I.'l'l'n:j["pf pnwam suffered a set back E-dl.l:ﬂtlltﬂ'l For ?Illll {EI-F.&A MH hm.{.}‘ centres .M k‘ll‘ﬂlﬂg
to develop a country and 10 due to a change of at Jomtien, ailand, in ,
fulfil thrli::lﬁpfrate}and felt Covernment in 1982 and March 1990, is committed centres mndt.ichdlby NGO's ( T afswSER wWTEEw )
need of the teermung mullions to remained inoperative until inter alia to raise the under subvention. The w52
change their lot and to 1987 when another 3 vyear country s literacy rate to 62% current picture of literacy
develop their society as well i by the year 2000. In situation of 4 components of sinffire s Rrem ]
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Each of the 64 districts of
the country would likely to

have a pilot centre to conduct
research and i1nnovative
activities on the NFE

programme. Teachers to be
entrusted with these centres
would act as trainer in
different programmes.
INFEP has already
developed and revised its
own training manual and
learning materials. Printing of
Primers, Teachers guide,
training module etc for
different component has
already been completed.
Learning centres are supplied
with necessary learning
materiais A good many
NGOs and voluntary
agencies have literacy
programme of their own. Some
of these voluntary agencies
are expected to make 5 lakh
people literate by using the
learning matenals of INFEP

Preparations are afoot to
hold rallies, meehings.
workshops etc  as part of
soctal  conscientization
Radw and TV programmes on
literacy are on regular
broadcast Rallies and
meetings are being held
throughout the country on the
Internatinal Literacy day to

strengthen the ongoing
literacy movernent
In recent thimes, total

literacy campaign proves to
be an etfective approach to

increase literacy in the
shortest possible time. This
approach involves
participation of the les
from all walks of life

mass awakening. A similar
approach has started
functioning in Lalmonirhat
district under the leadership
of the Deputy Commussioner
there. A total of 379
volunteer teachers are
imparting education in ten
thousand ce~t-cs. The
programmc * yields desired
result, © ~uld usher in a new
era of literacy in the country.

The activity of INFEP is
likely to come to an end in
December 1995 After then
Non-formal Education is
likelv be funded by the WB
and ADB to encompass the

whole country. Presently the
role of INFEP is to establish a
countrywide NFE
infrastructure to eradicate
llueracy gradually. It may be
mentioned that to achieve the
goal of EFA, a total of 20
milhon illiterate people have
to be made literate by the year
2000.

The enthusiasm and vigour
as observed among the peuple
now would hopefully bring
about a positive result
Bangladesh now looks
forward to a better tomorrow
no  longer haunted by
ihteracy




