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a planned way: Speaker

Speaker Shalkh Razzak Al
yesterday described the mys-
terfous replacement of the na-
tional flag from Parliament

ses as ‘unfortunate’ and
it had been done in a planned
way, reports BSS.

After the House passed
obituary references immedi-
ately as it opened in the after-
noon, Chief Whip Khandakar
Delwar Hossain rising on a

point of order referred to a
report published in yesterday's

newspapers narrating the in-
cident which said that an

unidentified person had pulled

down the national flag from
the South Plaza of the Sangsad
Bhaban and hoisted a banner
resembling the flag.

The Chief Whip said the
entire nation was shocked to
read the report, he said the
members of Parliament were
equally shocked and feit in-
sulted at the incident. He said,
“We condemn such an act and
demand exemplary punish-
ment for the culprit.”

The r said, 15 po-
licemen remain around
the Sangsad Bhaban for secu-
rity reason when the
is not in session. He said, no
policemen remain on duty on
the South Flaza.

He laid the Sangsad Secre-

tarlat had already issued a
Preas Nete describing the in
cident and u case has been
registered with the Tejgaon
police station.

Shaikh Razzak All requested
the Home Minister to deploy
more police personnel so that
such incidents did not recur in
uture,

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury condemned the
incident. He said. police do
not remain near the national
flag after it is hoisted al day

Oli holds talks
with Prokrichi

leaders
By Staff Correspondent

Communications Minister
Col (Retd.) Oli Ahmed had a
meeting with leaders of the
Prokrichi-BCS Central Action
Council at his Secretariat office
yesterday.

Highly placed sources said
that the 40-minute informal
meeting discussed the gov-
ernment's administrative re-
form programmes as well as
the on-going campaign by the
country's 70 thousand profes-
sionals, organised by the
Prokrichi.
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evaluation uf tender docu-
ments.

The Iidentical charges

mainly deal with 'undue influ-
ence' exerted in favour of a
single bidder and lack of
transparency.

The US Commercial
Attache, in a letter to the
Executive Director of JMBA
dated May 17 this year, put it
categorically that "We and the
companies are not satisfled
that the evaluation was done
fairly. _

"We remain convinced that
undue influence was exerted in
favour .of the top ranked con-
sortium. We believe some of
the evaluators detailed scores,
which they were not required
to submit, will show a large
discrépancy between the
ranking gtven to this consor-
tium and the next bids, skew-
ing the overall result,” the let-
ter stated.

When contacted, a US
Embassy spokesman said yes-
terday "We are continuing to
study the situation.” But he
declined to make any further
comments.

Following these complaints,.
the government had proposed
a separate review committee
for the bids, but till now this
committee has not been autho-
rised to operate. "One commit-
tee has already evaluated the
bids. So, unless that process
ends, there is no point in ap-
pointing a new one,” a high
JMBA official said.

Meanwhile, the evaluation
committee of the JMBA has
reviewed the complaints of the
- missions and has made a re-
port refuting the charges. This
has been sent to the World
Bank. The report had insisted
that there had been no dis-
crepancy in weightage of the
terms of reference and those
used by the evaluators, which
one mission alleged.

Executive Director of the
JMBA Mohammad Ali, when
contacted. told The Daily Star
"The final criteria for evalua-
tion was adopted before the
bids were received and not

Jl\m tender for MC

during the evaluation, as incor-
rectly a]]cged

He also said "The evaluation
committee has done a good
job, worked sincerely, made
their evaluation without any
bias and In a dispassionate
manner.”

Replying to another ques-
tion he said "I have no reasons
to believe that they (evaluators)
have done anything irregular
or incorrect because the evalu-
ation committee consisted of
very. senior and respectable

people.” .

But some bidders, in their
letters alleging irregularities,
'sajd two evaluators of the 11-
member evaluation committee
were dropped when the evalu-
ation was in without
any substitution and justifica-
tion "thus causing the evalua-
tion to be imbalanced.”

"The committee was consti-
tuted with members having
wide variation in status result-
ing in variation in the level of
understanding and consequent
non-transparent and question-
able. evaluation.” one firm
maintained.

"The allegation is not true.”
Mohammad Ali said. "One
member was posted outside,
against whom we coopted an
other person. The other mem-
ber was not replaced because
the ministry thought it was not
necessary.”

Meanwhile, the World
Bank headquarters has asked
JMBA to send detailed scoring
sheets of the evaluation. But
the JMBA replied that the
members of the evaluation

committee are not expected to

provide their individual scores
in the report, nor are they ex-
pected to retain any details of
the calculations once they have
ﬁbmlttcd their reports con-
ning the total marks and
ranking awarded’ to the con-
testing bidders. .in keeping
with the World Bank's own
guidelines.
-+ Mohammad All repeated:
"We do not have breakdowns of
the scoring, nor are we sup-
posed to retain them."”

Aid to Bangladesh
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Bangladlesh), which were are
home to two-thirds of the
world's poor.

As a result of these distor-
tions, the report pointed out,
the richest 40 per cent of the
developing countries receives
twice as much aid per capita as
the poorest 40 per cent.' Egypt
receives 280 dollars in aid per
poor person, while Bangladesh
gets 19 dollars and India only
seven dollars, Bilateral donors
direct only seven per cent of
their aid to such human devel-
opment priority areas as basic
education, primary health
care, rural water supplies, nu-
trition programmes and family
planning services. Multilateral
donors ‘also average only
around 16 per cent to these
areas. ' ~ !
Both donors and recipients
encourage these distor-
‘tions.the report said. "The
donors want+their assistance to
coincide with their commer-
cial interests, so they prefer
to use it as a vehicle to deliver
their own equipment and
consultants.”

Furthermore, donors also
provide much more aid to
strategic allies than to poor na-
tions. El Salvador, with a GNP
per capita income of 1090 dol-
lars, receives 16 times more
US aid per poor person than
Bangladesh, with a per capita
income of 220 dollars. Because
of its special stratlegic alliance

with the United States and
despite enjoying a per capita
income of over 12,000 dol-
lars, Israel receives 176 dol-
lars in US aid per poor person
compared to Bangladesh's 1.7

. The report was also critical
about technical cooperation
programmes offered by the
donors, saying that they are
often poorly planned and
monitored and rarely have any
clear criteria for assessing the
existing technical capacity of
recipient countries. Nor do
they seem able to forecast
when each country is expected
to graduate from the need for
technical assistance, it said.
"Perhaps most disturbing is
that, after 40 years, 90 per
cent of the 12 billion dollars a
year in technical assistance is
still spent on foreign expertise
— despite the fact that national
experts are now available in

. many fields."

The report opined that if
ald is genuinely to bepefit the
poor, it will have to become
much more participatory and
people-oriented.

"When there is an open

" public debate on aid, allowing
to decide whether -

people
their country needs aid and
who should benefit, aid is
likely to be more effective —
and to help overcome dispari-
'ties rather than reinforce
them." the report observes.
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National flag replaced in |

BNP Chairperson Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia presiding over the BNP parliamentary

party meeting at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban yesterday.
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Quiz-5 prizes
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Mohammadpur., won the frst

prizes, one 21-inch Philips
Powervision colour TV each.:

Mmdustries Minister AM
Zahiruddin Khan: who at-
tended the lucky draw as chief
guest, distributed prizes
among the winners of the
Quiz-4 hucky draw held on May
17.

In yesterday's draw, Sufl A
Islam of 8. Guilfishan. Bally
Road and Rabiul Islam, a stu-
dent of Chittagong, won the
second prizes.

Jatindra Nath Ghosh, a
business man of MR Road,
Magura, won the third prize.

Besides, eight fourth prizes
went toMd. Zahidur Rahman
of Dhanmondi, Dhaka. Ashek
bin Rahman of Azimpur,
Khaled Al Fesani of Fakirer-
pool. Mojahid of Agargaen,
Commander M.S Helal of
Banani, Dhaka, Md Selim of
Syed Aulad Hossain Lane,
Farzin Islam of Mohammadpur
and Nasiruddin of Dhanmondi.

Speakijng on the occasion,
the Industries Minister con-
gratulated The Daily Star for
its continued efforts to pro-
mote sports in the country.

" Sports, being gn integral

part of the human develop- -

ment programume, is high on
-the agenda of the present gov-
ernment. he said.

Zahiruddin Khan said The
Daily Star has. set yet another
trend by introducing the quiz
competition (o popularise
sports in the country.

He also lauded the role of
the Transcom Electronics and
the Media World, the owning
company of The Daily Star, for
helping the development eof
sports.

Chairman of the Transcom
Eléctronics AS Mahmud spoke
of his company's social respon-
sibilities and said it would
continue the efforts for greater

Budget session begins
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communicated it to the Leader
of the House,” he said.

Today's meeting was a fol-
low-up during which [ In-
formed the Leader of the
Opposition what the Prime
Minister told me yesterday, he
added.

"I am basically carrying
messages from both the
sides,” Razzak All told a group

of reporters.

The Speaker sald. "There

are some new points raised by
the Leader of the Opposition,
which | will communicate to
the Prime Minister. He de-
clined to elaborate.”

*I think all of us have to
reach - a consensus.” the
Speaker sald adding *I am
happy at the outcome of the
meeting.”

Meanwhile, the Opposition -

parties .and the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) held separate meetings

to review the situation and to

work out
strategies.

After the meeting of the
BNP . parliamentary party, Party
Secretary General Abdus Salam
Talukder told reporters. “The
Opposition rejected their pro-
pdsal for dialogue.” _

Party chief and Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
chaired the hour-long meeting.

Salam Talukder said they

their respective

» discussed the initiatives they

took so far. “1- pefsonally
talked to the leaders of all the
parties including: Awami
League. Jamaat, Jatiya Party,
Gana Forum., NDP and 10J. But
the Opposition repeatedly
complained that there was no
effort from the ruling party
side.” he said.

"Finally, 1 Invited the
Opposition leaders to a meet-
ing this morning but none of
them turned up,” he said.

Talukder further said that

since April, the ruling party
leaders tried to prepare a

ground for a formal dialague
bul all those efforts failed. He
said the 1991 election. elec-
tion to 4,000 pourasavas and
16 by-elections were con-
ducted by their Election
Commission, but the
Opposition parties raised the
demand for caretaker govern-
ment only afier the Magura by
clections.

“"We can amend the election
rules enacted In 1972 during
the Awami League rule f{o
strengthen the Election Com-
mission, so that the present
short comings. if any, may be
removed.” Talukder said.

Under democratic practice,
no government conducls any
elections. It is an independent
election commissions which
conducts the election, he said.

“The BNP is ready to do
anything to ensure a free and
fair election under this Elec-
tion Cemmission,”™ Salam
Talukder said adding “The
BNP will gain more than any
other party: if the election is
free and fair.~

Talukder said that the Op-

position rejected the
Speaker's proposal {or a dia-
logue.

He said the ruling party will
have to place the national bud-
get for 1994-95 fiscal in Par-
liament without Opposition
parties if they continue to
stick to their demand.

Meanwhile, at a separate
press conference, Moudud
Ahmed of Jatiya Party termed
yesterday's combined Opposi-
tion meeting a historic one.

“I think the Opposition par-
ties will accomplish a historic
task by getting the caretaker
provision in the Constitution,”
he said.

Moudud said the Election
Commission may have powers,
but if it does not have the
freedom to exercise it, then no
election can be fair.

Parliament session resumes

Awami League chief and Leader of
an all-opposition press conference at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban yesterday.

2 Opposition in Parliament Bhélkh Hasina uddreaumg

al 4-30 pm today.
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still at large
By Staff Correspondent

The controversial writer,
Taslima Nasreen. is still at
large. Police made several
fresh raids yesterday in differ-
ent places. byt all attempts
ended in failure.

A police source said that
both uniform and plain-cloth
policemen continued
manhunt for the 32-year-old
authoress.

The Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM), Dhaka Sat-
urday, issued a non-bailable
warrant of arrest against Nas-
reen following a police case
accusing her of '‘blasphemous
statements’ against |slam she

the Calcutia-based daily The
Statesman of May 9.
Officer-in-Charge of Moti-
jheel Police Station Moham-
mad Nurul Alam, filed a case

Section 295A of the
Bangladesh Penal Code accus-

sentiments of the Muslims.

maximum two-year imprison-
ment or fine or both.

Speaker rejects
notices on

Taslima i1ssue
Four gotices of adjournment

motion against controversial
author Taslima Nasrin., were
rejected by Speaker Shaikh
Razzak All yesterday, reports
BSS.

Three members belonging
to Jamaat-e-lslami Bangladesh
and lone member of [slami
Otkya Jote Moulana Obaidul

adjournment motion against
Taslima Nasreen for her com-
ments on the holy Quran in an
interview with a Calcutta daily
“The Statesman” hurting the
sentiments of Muslims.

However, the Speaker said
that another notice on the
same issue submitted under
Rule 68 for short discussion
by Moulana Obaidul Huq might
be considered.

The Speaker rejected the
notices saying that the matter
was subjudice as the officer-in-
charge of Motijheel Police
Station had filed a case againsl
Taslima and the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate had
issued warrant of arrest against
her.

dead in US

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, June 6: A
Bangladeshi cab driver, Patan
Mia, 25, was killed by a black-
man in New York last Friday,
according to a telephone mes-
sage received here today.

He hails from village Elash-
pur of Fenchugonj thana in
Sylhet.

He had been in USA since
1990.

A blackman bnar'dnd his taxi
on Priday night. When the vic-
tim asked the passenger for
fare, the latter suddenly fired
at him causing his instanteous
death.

His body will reach Sylhet
on: Wednesday.

S-member JS

- Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali
nominated a five-member pan-
el of chairmen to
the House in his and Deputy
Speaker's absence, reports
UNB. - |

Th+ s anel consists of Os-
man (ihani Khan, Ziaur Rah-
man Kiim. Abdul Awal Miah,
Sheikh Ansar Ali and Begum
Shamsunnahar Khwaza Ah-

aarmllah.

their

had made in an interview with

on behalfl of the State under

ing her of hurting the religious
If found guilty, she faces a

Hug,had submitted notices of

Bangladeshi shot

Chairmen panel

preside over
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polltiﬁanﬂ ni' all camps.

The Speaker, while talking
to this correspondent '_b.J'iasterL
day evening on the present
crisis, however, expressed his
optimism saying "1 am sure,
good sense will prevail on both
the sides and the nation would
come out of the present unde-

_sirable situation.”
The political crisis has been .

created due to the Opposition
demand that the ruling party
move a bill seeking constitu-
tional provision for holding
general elections under a care-
taker administration and the
ruling party’s refusal to accept
the demand. The Opposition is
boycotting Parliament session
to realise its demand.

Razzak Al said that both the
sides had to give concessions
to each ‘other. Declining to
disclose anything about the

Is he made during the
meetings with the chiefs of the
ruling party and the AL, the
Speaker only said a dialogue is
a must to resolve (hé present
problem as well as to continue
parlamentary democracy.

Sources close +to the
Speaker and the leaders con-
cerned told this corres
dent that the Speaker during
his discussion with the Prime
Minister Sunday night. said
that side by -ide.- with a dia:
logue with the Leader of the
Opposition, Begum Zia should

implement the rest of the

four-point accord signed with
the AlL-led Opposition last year,

The accord included the.
points - the microphone of the
Oppositiorf  chief will remain
operative whenever she stands
to address the House, with-
drawal of 'the charges against
24 professionals involved in
the Nirmul Committee public
trial and ensuring that the
Opposition parties can hold
pablic meetings in a peaceful
atmosphere.

The Speaker also suggested
that the government should
not take any move to renew
the controversial Anti-terror-
ism #Act after its expiry this

. year.

Sources close to the Prime
Ministér -informed The Daily
Star that she had approved of
the Speaker's suggestions al-
mosi entirely. Another source
in the riling party ., however,

. told this correspondent that

two of the four points had
been implemented long ago.
On the question of the trial of
Golam Azam, the source said
that the matter was still subju-
dice because a case regarding
his citizenship was awaiting
the verdict of the Supreme
Court.

The Prime Minister also
authorised the Speaker to
communicate to the Leader of
the Opposition that She

' (Begum Zia) was willing to sit
with Hasina to discuss ways of

ensuring free and fair elee-

tjnnu
The Prime Minister also
agreed to discuss the issue of

caretaker government as one

of the important options for
holding a free and fair general
elections, sources added.

Meanwhile, the Speaker,
during a 55-minute meeting
with the Leader of the
Opposition yesterday, commu-
nicated the Prime Minister's
views to Sheikh Hasina. Shaikh
Razzak All is learnt to have told
her that the Oppesition de-
mand for a caretaker govern-
ment had stemmed especially
from the controversial by-
election in Magura.

What the nation now needs
is to find oult a polling system
which would in no way allow
irregularities and in that case
all the parties togéther could
scrutinise the options, includ-
ing the caretaker government
issue, to achieve the
the Speaker told the Leader of
the Opposition.

Sheikh Hasina, in response
to the Speaker's proposal for a
dialogue, said that she would
communicate her views after
consulting the leaders of the
opposition groups, who were
walting her office.

At a meeting of the opposi-
tion leadérs later, Jatiya Party
(JP) representatives strongly

opposed the idea of a dialogue
and the Jamaat leaders also

echoed the JP view, meeting

sources said.

Speaker s efforts to end the impasse

The sources further said
that JP le;ader Moudud Ahmed
asserted that the E}ppunlunn
should rather i(ssue a one-
month ultimatum to the gov-
ernment to accept the
Opposition demand for care-
taker administration. If the
| t failed to meet the
demand within the stipulated
time, the Opposition should

- unitedly launch an agitation to

unseat the Khaleda Zia admin-
istration, Moudud added.
Opposition Chief Whip
Mohammad Nasim later in-
formed the Speaker at 3 pm
that the opposition leaders
would not have a ue with
the ruling party unless the
government made a public an-
nouncement that it had
to move a bill l'nr caretaker
rnment.

Shahidul Huq Jamal MP of

' the BNP., whuhud been assist-

ing the Speaker to arrange a
. told this
dent that there were ltlH

chances for resolution of the
impasse through negotiations.

Ctg transport

workers strike

All modes of vehicles
off the streets in greater
Chittagong district yesterday
responding to the day-long

trm-pm-twmmh,.*

Chit Divisional Trans-
port Workers' Federa-tion
reports UNB.
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Benazir's govt won't last
beyond December: Murtaza

KARACH]I

June 6: Murtaza Bhutto, the younger brether of

Pakistani Primme Minister Benazir Bhutto, predicted today that
his sister's eight-month old government would not last
beyond December. He bitterly attacked Benazir's policies and
what he called the ‘corruption’ of her husband Asif AN Zardari -
during a new conference a day after his release on bail by a
court after seven month in jail, reports AFP,

Arab League chief hails
Sanaa's ceasefire

CAIRO. June 6: Arab League

General Esmat Abdel

Meguid today welcomed Sanaa’'s acceptance of a ceasefire in

its war with southern forces, saying it was a ‘first step' toward

halting the bloodshed in Yemen. "This decision is an

important measure and a

positive response from the Yemeni

leadership to efforts nnderway to maintain security and

stability in Yemen.” he told AFP.

IFMseeksIndJangesture

to solve water crisis

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman yesterday
said he had talks with Indian
State Minister for External Af-
fairs RL Bhatia on the Farakka
problem. reports UNB

Mostafiz, who led a five-
member Bangladesh delegation
to the NAM conference in
Cairo. took the opportunity of a
fringe meeting with Bhatia in
the Egyptian capital.

He said he tried to impress
upon Bhatia about the adverse
effects of Farakka on the so-
ctal and economic life of
Bangladesh

The Foreign Minister who
returned home yesterday
morTing. told newsmen at Zia
International Airport that he
had sought Indian gesture in
solving the owutstanding bilat-
eral problems as quickly as

possible
Mostaflz said he had made
it clear 1o Bhatia that

Bangladesh wants to solve the
Farakka issue through dialogue.

Other members of the dele-
gation to NAM were
Bangladesh permanent repre-
sentative to the UN Reaz Rah-
man, Bangladesh Ambassador
to Egypt Tofail Karim Haider,
Director General Syed
Muazzem AN and Director A M
Yakub Ali at the Ministry of
Foreign Aflairs.

When his attention was
drawn to the missile testis
carried out by India, Mostafiz

Budget Thursday

Spread of Education, pove-
rty alleviation and agricultural
dévelopment will continue to
receive the top-most priority
in the coming national budget
for 1994-95 fiscal, Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman said
in Dhaka yesterday. |

The fiscal measures and
budgetary provisions will re-
flect the sense of directions as
Initiated by Shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman for building a
village-based self-reliant econ-
omy, Rahman told BSS in an
exclusive interview at his Sec-
retariat office.

Rahman will place the na-
tional budget for 1994-95 be-
fore the Sangsad on June 9
(Thursday).

This will be the sixth bud-
get presented by Saifur Rah-
man, an all time record by any
Finance Minister in
Bangladesh.

He said the coming budget,
would reflect the spirit of de-
veloping a rural-based econ-

said: “Bangladesh stands for
social and economic develop-
ment. particularly poverty alle-
viation., for which we need

peace and stability in the re-
gion

He said countries in the re-
gion should use their re-
sources for the economic de-
velopment. not for production
arms. “Bangladesh which has
signed the Non-Proliferation
Treaty is against any nihtlry

build up and arms race”
added,

Youngman stabbed
to death in city

By DMCH Correspondent

A youngman, Khokan, was
stabbed to death In the city's
Kalyanpur area last night re-
portedly for having rejected a

local bully’s proposal to marry
his niece.

Share market
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day's poor show. Observers
have identified a number of
reasons for the market slump.
They said the banks are main-
taining a tight position causing
a shortage of funds in the.
market.

The budget apprehension
and the current political crisis
have also affected the market
they pointed out.

The share market situation
in the South Asia region has
also had its fall out effects in
Bangladesh,’ Imtigaz Husain,
vice-chairman of the Dhaka
Stock Exchange (DSE) told
The Daily Star last night.”
Political turmoils have affected
the Karachi market while the
Indian and Sri Lankan markets
were dented because.of the
brokers reacting to the re-
strictions on forward trading.”

The foreign investors usu-
ally have their exposure in the
SAARC region and want to in-
vest in Bangladesh, Husain
pointed out, adding the re-
gional situation has thus shied
away the foreign investors
from Bangladesh.

"However, | hope our mar-
ket will soon start gaining
weight, probably from this
month,"” Husain said, "Our
market is still under -weight.”

Meanwhile, brokers feel
that a quick resolution of the
political crisis and a pro-pri-
vate sector budget would help
perk the market up once

Star World
yesterday:
First Prize (Two)

11472, Naya Tola, Magh Bazar
Dhaka

2. Firuz-Al-Mamun (Titu) (24)
/46 (Gr. Floor) Noorjahan Road
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

Second Prize (Two)

1. Rabiul Istam (23)
Clo Hafizul Islam, Chairman
WASA's, Chittagong

2. Sufi A, Islam (5
8, Gulfishan, Bailey
Dhaka

Third Prize (One)
1. Jatindra Nath Ghosh
M. R. Road, Magura |

| their prizes.
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LUCKY WINNERS of @hr fhily ﬁim
WORLD CUP QUIZ

Following are the lucky winners of The Daily
up Quiz No. 5, the draw for which
was held at tlEe Jatiya Press Club auditorium

Forth Prize (Eight)

1. Fatihul Quadir Samrat (25) ! Md. Zahidur Rahman (28)

 Ashek Bin Rahman (22)
* Khaled Al Fesani (Suny) (1)

| G-ael,msmw.

~ Commander M S Helal BN (42)

| H&Mlﬁlﬁan
| mamm-mumm

The prizes will be handed over to the winners
during the lucky draw for Quiz No. 6, to-be held at
§ll the Jatiya Press Club ldter this month.

! The winners of Quiz No. 5, named above, are
| requested to contact The Duily Star office to claim

(See the correct answers to Quiz No. 5 on

House 59, Road ¥A
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

55/C Azimpur Colony
Dhaka3.

79/1 Fakirapool
Dhaka

Hﬂmm

Nasiruddir

House no 50
Dhanmondi Dhaka
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