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The Daily Star Public Debate: What do Our Readers Think?

Caretaker Government or a Powérﬁtl
Election Commission?

by Mesbahuddin Ahmed

HOSE who advocate for

a caretaker government

ust to ensure a fair and

free election do not care to go
into the depth of the meaning
of the term ‘caretaker gov-
ernment’. A person or a group
of persons do not and cannot
and shall never ‘'make’ a gov-
emnmment. For making a gov-
ernment the objective has to
be to ‘govern a certain people
— a nation — for a certain pe-
riod under a clear mandate
from the people. But in our
case it is the exception rather
than the rule of normal gover-
nance that is under discussion.
A caretaker government is
not necessarily answerable to
any one or to the people for
any small or massive failure in
conducting such colossal task
of holding a national election
in a soclety like ours. Even if
the bill for a caretaker govern-
ment is introduced and passed
in the assembly it will not be
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of holding elections? If

in a poor country like ours 7

Let a caretaker government
remain in power and admi-
nister the country instead of a
fairly elected government
which is nét liked by the AL
and its allies.

One might argue and raise
the question of the last elec-
tion under a caretaker govern-
ment under Justice Shahab-
uddin. I will say that was nece-

to meet a contingency. A
very different situation existed

then: the country was going to
collapse politically, economi-
cally. soclally and morally.
Under such a situation the
arrangement worked but not
absolutely. The rigging was at
its lowest. Obviously such a
dangerous situation does not
exist now. It is true Magura
election has become a bone of
contention — a sample of
rigged election as claimed by
AL. But what about Dhaka and
Chittagong mayoral elections ?
People of Magura say both
parties, in one form of other.
contributed to the alleged
rigging.

The truth is that AL is bent
upon destabilising the present
three-year-old government
although the fairest possible
election has given them the
mandate to run for five years.
It must be completed.

The parliament is sovereign
and it must represent us the
people and sort out things
inside the parliament. Now we
have the feeling that the AL
has only two programmes
"hartal and boycott”. We, the
tax payers, pay them to attend

. the sessions of parliament.

Their demand for a caretaker
government is ill-conceived
and ill-motivated.

What is important here is
"free and fair" election. It
depends on the political
parties — especially by the big
parties, to ensure this. If they
do take a vow not to play foul,
all elections shall be absolutely
fair. We do not need any
caretaker government if the
political parties act respon-
sibly. The big parties must
came to a consensus on this
issue and relieve us from
heightening tensions.

In a country like ours where
percentage of literacy is hardly
20, politics is a millionaires’
business. "Mastans” are the
ones who do the election rigg-
ing, killing and the hijacking
of ballot boxes as the order of

the day. A "caretaker govern-
ment.” is not the answer. So |
say, be honest. talk out the
differences and help each
other in achieving people's
aspirations in all spheres of
life. Do not keep the nation
captive to your personal aspira-
tions.

Measures we need to adopt
for free and fair polls are the
following:

1. The Election Commission

should be headed by a senior
judge of repute acceptable to
the major parties. Five judges

‘of repute should be made

Additional Chief Election Com-
missioners for flve zones all
over Bangladesh to supervise
the election only. No executive
input should be there: the DCs,
SPs, TNOs and OCs will only
help maintain security. EC
shall post its own officers for
the conduct of the election. EC
officers will take on-the-spot
decisions.

. 2. The DCs, SPs, TNOs and
OCs shall keep all disreputable
mastans in custody for 30 days
before election and release
them 15 days after the elec-
tion results have been anno-
unced.

3. The new complement of
DCs, SPs, TNOs and OCs shall
be in place 60 ‘days before the
election. And these officers
will be held responsible for any
law and order situation even
instructions may be issued
warning the UP chairmen,
ward commissioners and mem-
bers to the effect that for any
breach of law they will be liable
for loss of their positions.

4. Para-military forces like
BDR and armed police batta-
lion should be posted in all
centres five days before the
election day.

5. Only small leaflets and
handbills with photographs of
candidates will be allowed for
publicity purposes for only two
weeks in place of massive pos-
tering or heavy miking before
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Caretaker Government is Not a
Practicable Solution

by Syed Mushfequr Rahman

IGGING in polls is the

prime threat (o any

budding democracy.
This is a common realisation of
all concerned in the country.
The Magura event has made all
the opposition parties lose
confidence in BNP even
though the party has to its
credit the completion all the
by-elections and the city
corporation polls on an ac-
ceptable level of fairness. by

and large.

Supposing the task before
us is to set up a caretaker gov-
ernment to conduct some fur-
ther general elections. How
can we achieve this? Of course,
it must be on the basis of con-
sensus reached by the political
parties which are ant
players In our na politics.
But as we have seen In the
past, the spirit of consensus is
totally absent among our polit-
ical parties. As a result we
could not even agree on a
broadbased economic policy
framework which could have
given our economy the re-
quired thrust and attracted
much needed foreign invest-
ment.

Besides, we all know
that it took nine years for our
political leaders to forge unity
in order to oust the autocratic
regime of Ershad. So, can our
leaders guarantee us — the
general public — that they
could be able to reach a con-
sensus in nominating a care-
taker government? Can they
guarantee us of not raising al-

legations of ‘subtle rigging
after the results of the next

election will be announced?

Even if this demand for a care-
taker L is a popular
one (because of the 69% man-
date of the oppesition!), can it
be materialized? God forbid, if
it takes another nine years to
reach a consensus aren't we
risking ourselves to be de-
prived of the right to franchise
for such a long period?

Now let's assume that our
leaders with some sort of
‘magical touch’ will able to
form a caretaker government.
This government will be in
power for three months. Dur-
ing these three months they
will conduct free and fair polls
and after their job is done will
hand over power to the
elected ment. A splen-
did idea. no doubt! But during
these three months they will
also run other affairs of the
state as there will not be any
elected person (o run these

And here is our objection. We
have authorised our MPs to
look after our well-being. But
we did not give them the au-

frese

thority to select some people
to run the business of the state
even if it is for only one day.
They can nominate people to
conduct polls, as the Election
Commission is formed, but can
never to sign contracts with
foreign countries on our behalf
or represent us before the in-
ternational community etc.

And we should not dare sug-
gest that for three months we
will refrain from all business
activities after every five years.

We have not sacrificed numer-
ous lives during 1971 and
again in 1990 just to let some
"unelected” people run our

government even if it is for
only three months. -

Besides. this caretaker gov
ernment would not have that
much of command over the
executives of the republic as
these public servants know
that they are here for only
three months. This is a psy-

chological disposition which
cannot be overcome simply by

enacting laws. We are already
in a terrible agony with our bu

reaucrats. Barring a few excep-
tions, they are corrupt as well
as inefficient. So are we willing
to aggravate the circumstances
any further? | think not Be

cau this whole caretaker
bring about a three

month-long holiday mood for
the entire nation which could
have far-reaching conse

guences for our economy We
cannot blame foreign investors
if they turn to some other
countries where the political
leaders are more mature [f we
cannot develop trust among
ourselves how can an inveslor
from a distant land trust us
with his capital? | would like
to remind our leaders that
without economic emancipa

ton democracy i& meaningless.

What we look for is who is

creating jobs for us, enhanc-
ing our purchasing power and
thus ensuring social security
Are we willing to take the risk
of dismantling our economic
and political stability?

Arguments may arise as o
why we agreed 0 a caretaker

arrangement in 1990 for hold
ing the elections The answer

is simple: we wanted (o get rid
of Ershad regime. At that time
we were ready to support any
programme that would oust
corrupt Ershad and his allies
It was like those 1971 days
Frequent hartals caused enor
mous hardships to the people
from all walks of life

Now the guestion is
whether the situation is iden-
tical. Do we want to oust the
BNF government as well? If

the answer is yes. then the
pursuits should have been also
identical — mass upsurge. As
far as we can see, there is no
such indication of a mass
movement, and therefore the
situation is not identical and

.the answer got to be a 'no’.

Very few can assert that a
caretaker government is nec-
essarily a guarantor of free and
fair polls since black money is
still a key player in our elec-
toral process. So, if we really
want to ensure free and fair
elections we must develop
demacratic values first. This iIs
directly related with the matu-
rity of our politicians and intel-
lectuals as well. Electoral pro-
cess can be revised and by all
means the Election Commis-
slon should be empowered
with adequate laws and human
resources. Measures against
violations of electoral rules
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the election. Publicity period
shall be strictly between 10 arn
and 4-30 pm, not at night in
any case. Processions should
be banned for security’'s sake.

6. The candidates who start
donating money in the name of
so-called social or develop-
ment work, before election,
shouid be brought to book.

7. There is enough time for
the identity card to be
introduced for the fairest
possible election. From my
personal experience | know in
every village and ward 25% of
the voters are fake. This
should be eliminated through
card system.

8. The agents of the

candidates must be present
before the Polling Officer and
shall not be allowed to go out
till the election is over and he
or she has signed the results
sheet along with others. They
should also sign a certificate
that the boxes have been
properly sealed before them to
avoid subsequent complaint.

9. The police do know who
possess illegal arms. All arms
must be surrendered before
them. 60 days before election.
In the past elections arms had
played havoc even in the
muffasil areas. Literature and
leaflets should be widely
distributed, if necessary from
helicopters or planes, to warn
people of serious consequen-
ces for violating election rules.

10. Foreign observers, pre-
ssmen, Dhaka-based ambassa-
dors should be invited to
watch the election.

If the Election Commission

is really made powerful and
these suggestions are adhered

to. no caretaker government
will be necessary. The issue of
caretaker government has
already badly strained inter-
party relations to a dangerous
level. The nation is in tension
and we must be relieved of this

as quickly as possible.
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should be prompt and anspar-
ing. If we can ensure these few
things, we do not have to
worty about any caretaker gov-
ernment which is devoid of
any accountability to the peo-
ple and is contrary to normal
democratic practice as well.

In the end | will say to the
Opposition: If you really repre-
sent us. the 69% of the elec
torate, | hope you will go back
to Parliament, take part in the

budget session and prove your

maturity. You will have enough
time later to resolve this dis-

pute on the caretaker govern-
ment issue. We just cannot en-
dure it anymore that the vital
Finance Bill might be passed
with the Opposition benches
going empty in the Jatiya

Sangsad
The writer (s a former
staffer of The Daily Star

Caretaker Government is not
Anti-constitution

by Capt Husain Imam

HE debate has no doubt

I brought to light the
various aspects of the
issue and as we can under-
stand from these deliberations,
in the context of Bangladesh
politics the proposal whether
the next general elections

- should be held under a care-

taker government to ensure
free and fair election has poi-
nts both in favour and against.

The arguments of the rulipg
party, who are against the idea
of a caretaker government,
have mainly centred around
the point that there is no pro-
vision for a caretaker govern-
ment in the constitution. One
of their Barrister-ministers has
even quoted the historic
judgement of chief Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed in the
eighth amendment case and
tried to suggest that provision
for a caretaker government is
anti-constitutional. Mr Nazmul
Islam, member, council of ad-
visors, BNP thinks that it will
be an act of disrespect for the
constitution itself if we incor-
porate the provision of a care-
taker government in the con-
stitution (Daily Star, June 3).

[ would like to think other-
wise. That there is no provi-
sion for a caretaker govern-
ment in the constitution does
not mean that such a provision
cannot be Incorporated. After
all the constitution is for the
people and not the people for
the constitution.' If the people
desire that the next general
election, at least a few of them.
be held under a caretaker gov-

ernment, there is no reason -

why the constitution cannot be
amended accofdingly.

As mentioned by Mr Nazim
Kamran Chowdhury, former
MP (Daily Star, June 3] the
essence of our constitution as
reflected in Justice Shahabud-
din Ahmed's historic judge-
ment on the eighth amend-
ment case is: "the constitution
stands on certain fundamental
principles which are its struc-

tural pillars.” Among them, -

sovereignty and supremacy of
the constitution. indepen-
dence of judiciary, fundamen-

tal rights are clearly identifi-
able. Mr Kamran Chowdhury
rightly laments that these
principles are yet to be insti-
tutionalised. The judiciary is
still to be separated and made
truly independent. The black
laws like Special Powers Act,
anti-terrorism act are still in
force. One can rightly ask how
can the constitution remain
upright without its pillars in-
tact. If the BNP genuinely be-
lieve in 'upholding the basic
spirit of the constitution, why
don't they bring in bills in the
parliament and amend these
anti-democratic laws. For ar-
gument's sake, one can even
say. if amendment to the con-
stitution to indemnify the
killers of our national heroes
was not considered anti-con-
stitutional or appear to them
as an act of disrespect for. the
constitution, why should the
provision for a caretaker gov-
ernment which aims at restor-
ing democracy by ensuring
free and fair polls should ap-
pear to be so.

One cannot disagree with
Mr Moslehuddin Ahmed, Pres-
ident NSU when he says that
the idea of a caretaker gov-
ernment may create new com-
plications with regard to the
form of government (Daily
Star, June 2} or with Mr Naz-
mul Islam, former foreign sec-
retary and Ambassador for
holding the view that a care-
taker government is not an in-
built component of a demo-
cratic order (Daily Star, June
3). But then, what is the better
way of ens a free and fair
election in the Bangladesh so-
cio-political context? We have
had a long and painful history
of election process. Only two
elections, one in 1970 and
another in 1991 were reason-
ably free and fair and both
were conducted by a caretaker
government. The rest are sad
stories of massive rigging, vote
dacoity, snatching of ballot
boxes, changing of results by
media coup and what not.
Many,of us think that an inde-
pencent Election Commission
with enormous power may be
an alternative to a caretaker

government. May | ask, what
was wrong with the present
election commission? Consti-
tutionally it is still an indepen-
dent body with sufficient con-
:lt::utlnnll power to conduct

tions and f and
it is the mﬁwy !lecumﬂﬂrfam-
mission headed by the same
chief Election Commissioner
who conducted the election of
1991 under the caretaker gov-
ernment of Chief Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed and in 1994

the Magura-2 election under
the BNP

government.
Sheikh Hasina, the m

Awami League alleged subtle
rigging in the 1991 election, it
was considered as one of the
most fair elections ever held in
the country and the Awami
League and other opposition
parties had the re-
sult. t went with the
Magura-2 election? Why did all
the contesting political parties

except BNP (the winner)

outright reject it ? The answer
is given by Barrister Amirul Is-
lam when he points out that
one of the significant distinc-
tions of 1991 elections was
that there was no Party Gov-
ernment in power and there
was no perceived interest in
influencing the election result
by using state power in one
way or another (Daily Star,
June 4). All evidences suggest
that the BNP have influenced
the result using the state
power. Even a former deputy
Prime Minister of Late Presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman's cabinet
agrees that in Magura-2 by-
election BNP had overplayed
its cards (Holiday, June 3).

Mr Nazim Kamran Chowd-
hury, asks for referendum to
know the opinion of the peo-
ple on the issue of a caretaker
government. Again the ques-
tion that arises fs: Who will
conduct the referendum? The
party in Power? The same
question of neutrality will

comeé up.

It is this
[ would rather side with Mr
Farug Rashid C when

he says that a caretaker gov-
ernment {s necessary but not
sufficient. We need something
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more, such as: (i)

Judiciary. (#) Repeal

Black laws. (iif) Fully indepen-
dent and autonomous election

commission. (iv) Full au

of Radio and TV. (v) Identity
cards for all voters. (vi)] Reform
in electoral process.

suggestions put forward by

M A Chowdhury and Lt Col
Mohd A Latif Khan in their ar-
ticle published in the daily Ob-
server on June 2, [994. At the
district levels, the present

system of cond the elec-

nent members of the general
public are included in a
headed by the district Judge
who will conduct the election:
(vii) Eﬂ'ecpv: measures that
will keep muscle and Black
money out of election i
(viii) As suggested by Mr N K
Chowdhury, Modification of °
election rules regarding 30
women seats so that different
parties in parliament get pro-
portional women representa-
tives. (ix) Last but not  the
least, consensus on the part of
the politicians to abide by. the -
rules of the game. regarding
political as well as electoral
conducts.

[ would like to conclude my
discussion with the fi
observation: It is of grave con-
cern  to the politically con-
scious section of the public
that the issue of caretaker gov-
ernment has led to serious po-
litical crisis threatening the
very existence of the present
parliament. Although one may
argue that the present parlia-
ment has failed to fulfil the
aspirations of the people, no
‘one will, | am sure, want that
the politicians or anybody else
for\the matter should act in a
manner which may jeopardise
a democratic process initiated
only three years ago through a
mass upsurge and allow extra
constitutional process to take
over. '
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The Demand Sounds Popular. But the

Implications are Deep and Wide.

by MM Ahmad

OR conducting political
elections, there is an
existing mechanism. in
the form of Election Commi-

ssion. Such a Commission is
supposed to work in a neutral

atmosphere. In 1991, the
country had to go In for a
caretaker government after

the mini-revolution to remove
a despot. Fortunately for the

country, the general elections

in 199 were considered
successful by the political

parties. Now. lured by that
success, the opposition is
campaigning that all future
general elections be held un
der a caretaker government,

com afresh on each and
every occasion.

That means. they are up to
establishing the precedent for
an indefinite period looking
into the future. One more
setup Is sought to be added to
the political process and pub-
lic administration, on the basis
of insecurity or doubt that the
electiens might be partial or
rigged.

On principle, it means that,
whenever is doubt, add one
more institution, for correc-
tion. This is an open-ended
and infinite mode of solution,
never shrinking, always ex-
panding. Who will supervise
the supervisors? The gquestion
is: whether the existing mech-
anism or system |s at fault, or

1ﬂ1ercunomethingwmngmth'

the society's norms
(behaviour)?

Consider that a honest set
of people are running a system.
The work will be done: and
the short-coming, if any, in the
processing, may be analysed
and corrected (BMR). But the
BMR will not provide a solu-
tion if some key personnel

running the show are corrupt.

Even if a new organisation is
set up. it has to be manned by
personnel from the same so-
clety wanting in some values
(honesty. integrity. sense of
duty, etc.). Therefore the pu-
rity and the reliability factors
are open to question. The in-

terimm arrangernent (carefaker
government) worked in 1991
because the society's motiva-
tion was clearly focussed and
concentrated on certain objec-

" tive (fight against a common

enemy).

So then we are faced with
the gquestion : which has to be
corrected first, the system or
the human factor (motivation)?
The latter must precede the
former, to ensure improve-
ment.

Therefore the implications
of asking for a new and
changed arrangement for con-
ducting the general election
have to be examined closely, in
public interest.
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Friendly dialogue,
please

Sir. To form a Caretaker
Goverment, the Constitution
has to be amended It can not
be done either by the govern-
ment or the Opposition in iso-
laton fromm each other There
should be a consensus of opin-
jon between the two sides be-
fore an amendmen! like that
which requires two thirds ma-
jority in parliament can passed
be as law

Alternatively if our leaders
want sollition outside the
Assembly other institutions
will be induced to seek satis-
faction through street agita-
tionn. There will be class.

It is unfortunate that we
have learnt the art of slogan,
art of movement but we have
not learnt the art of work. It is
work. work and only work that
can change the fate of the na-
thon

The way out is to have a
friendly dialogue 1o sort out
the issue

Mir Mosharraf/ Hossain
Aduvoeate
Judge Court Comilla

Electoral culture and
need for caretaker

govt .

First | would like to con
gratulate vou for initiating a
debate on the necessity or
otherwise nl a carrtaker gov-
ernment to hold elections. |
have read with interest the ar-
: and against a
caretaker governmern! Barms
ter Rafigul Islam Mia has

guments ior

| stressed the need lor an ac

countable government and for
building democratic institu-

tions. Bul in developing coun-
tries governments may not be
accountable to the people.
Take the example Gen. Ershad.
From a martial law administra-
tor he became an ‘elected
President and there was an
elected Parllament as well
That so-called elected gov-
ernment and Parliament were
totally oblivious of People's
aspirations and sentiments.
They were oblivious because
they did not have the fear of
defeat in the next general
election.

The democratic and elec-
tion culture was so much pol-
luted that nobody in Bangla
desh could ever concetve of
the idea of a [ree, fair and
neutral election. But credit
goes to then acting President
Mr Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
who showed to the people of
Bangladesh and to the whole

‘world that a free, fair and

neural election was possible in
Bangladesh

Since we have not yet learmt
proper democratic and elec-
toral culture the need for a
caretaker government to hold
elections is still very much
there. Mr. Suranjit Sengupta
rightly says. 'So. the nation
needs to incorporate the con
cept of a caretaker govern-
ment, into the constitution of
the stale. One or two elections
under a caretaker government
will not suffice.; successive
elections should be conducted
like wise to bring about the
desired change in the clectoral
and democratic culture To
give caretaker government
constitutional and democratic

legitimacy the concept should

be | rated Into the con-
stitution and all the constitu-
tional powers of an elecled
government should vest In the
interim cabinet as has been

suggested by Mr Sengupta, MF

Professor Abdullah Haroon,
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

An alternative
proposal

Sir, Opposition partles in
the Parliament are demanding
immediate poll under a care
taker government while the
ruling party says it is unconsti
tutional. Unfortunately. demo
cratic institution could not
take root in the country during
the last 23 years or so and
ruling and opposition parties
must share the blame and re
sponsibility. The tragedy is
both the sides are fighting in
the name of the people, but
the people are least interested
in the squabbie. .

We. voters. become VIFPs
during the election and once
that is over our elected repre
sentatives forget us and most
of the time remain busy per
haps to further their personal
interest. Every adult is sup
posed to have a profession and
‘politics’ seems to be the
‘profession’ of most of our
glected representatives They
have little opportunity to be in
terested in the wellare of the
people. They are preoccupied
with the thought that they had
to spend a huge sum to be
come MPs.

None of the parties whether
in Government or in the
Opposition in the Parliament
or outside, has democracy in
their organisation., how can

they offer democracy to the
nation? Whenever a decision
has to be taken by the political
parties. reportedly it is not
decided In the party forum
instead the party Chief is
vested with the authority to
take decision. making the
party one persons show. The
leaders are shown pieces,

When it comes to nominate a
candidate, the local workers
do not have a say, the respec-
tive party chief decides on the
candidates, In addition to party
symbols. have to use picture of
dead leaders in their posters

The whole country had be-

come Lthe estate of two leaders.
Their party leaders have been
given the jobs to eulogize and
defend the respective dead
leaders deeds and miadeeds i
any respectively. | would like
to remind the old saying. "Man
wars not with the dead”

History will judge them in the
due perspectlive whether one
likes or not

There was a time when pol-
itics was a way to serve tLhe
country At that time people
who had means used to come
in politics, accepting the hard
ship lying ahead. They had to
sacrifice a lot. Since 1970
there has been 2 qualitative
change Many of our leaders
have no known source of in-
come Yet they are better off
than many others. They travel
abroad for organisational activ-
ity as well as for medical check
up, treatment. etc. They are
VIPs in the country and obwi-
ously remain so preoccupied
that they have little time to
remember their electorate.
Ruling party members have an
edge over their counterparts.

The current agitation, iIn
the above backdrop. seems as
nothing but (o find out a way to
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capture state power by any
means. We the electorate have

become apprehensive of the
next course of confrontation
which will invariably include
hartals, processions, vandal-
ism, burning of transports, and
lowlessness. Instead of fighting
for a caretaker government,
can't both the sides discuss to
amend the constitution to
make provision for the country
to be ruled by majority and
minority parties for an agreed
period within the tenure of
each parliament? A parllament
is elected for a period of five
years (about 1825 days).

Dividing those number of days
by total number of members of
parllament and then multiply-
ing that factor by number of
members each party has would
decide the period a party
would rule the country. The
cycle will start with the single
largest or majority party and
end with the smallest party.
This practice would have an-
other advantage. the smallest
party. This practice would have
another advantage. the small-
est party would rule at the last
part of the tenure and as they
would have no major following,
even if they want they would
not be abile to influence the
conduct of election Naturally
clection will be fair and impar-
tial

| think if the above sugges-
tion is accepted, there would
be no hartals, agitations, alle-
gations. counter allegations,
etc. and at the same Lime each
party will have a chance to Im-
plement its party programmes
We the electorate can live in
peace for ever. No government
as of now cared for the people
and we do not expect anything
better either. It is much
immaterial for most us to

know who is ruling as politics
has now become a tool to serve
individuals not the masses,

However, would the political
parties give some thought to
the proposition which may re-
lieve both the parties and the
people. to some extent. at
least?

Habibul Alam
31/D, Banani. Dhaka.

A genuine demand

Sir, First of all, | offer my
heartiest congratulations to
you for your initiating the pub-
lic debate on a vital national
issue as to whether national

elections should be held under
a caretaker government or not.

It is also gratifying (o note that
you have graciously maintained
the great tradition established

by late S M Ali

| have gone through all the
interviews published so far in
The Daily Star. In my view, the
argurments in favour of a care-
taker government for holding
future general elections have
been put forward in a convinc:
ing manner by the opposition
leaders | particularly mention
the interview of Suranjit
Sengupta, which | find em
phatic and straijghtforward.

Now | helieve that consider.
ing the situation In a country
like Bangladesh, the proposi-
tion of a caretaker government
for holding general elections
is genuine. | appeal (o the rul
Ing party to accept the opposi-
tion's demand for a caretaker
governiment and save Lhe na-
tion from the current political
impasse

Prof Aminul Islam
Kalyanpur, Dhaka 1207



