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'Budget session begins

‘sans Opposition

The budget session of
Parliament began yesterday
with the Opposition boycotting
it to press home its demand
for comstitutional provisions
for holding eneral elections
under a caretaker government.

The political impasse cre-
ated due to the Opposition
demand and the ruling party’'s
refusal to entertain the idea
persisted despite hectic par-
leys to end the crisis.

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali,
who took an initiative to bring
the opposing sides closer for
resolving the impasse, contin-
ued his efforts yesterday.

The Speaker held an hour-
long exclusive meeting with
the Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina at her chamber.

i

By Staff Correspondent

*if the Leader of the House
and Prime Minister an-
nounced that the ruling party
will table a bill providing for a
caretaker government, only
then the Opposition parties
will sit with it across the table
or join the session,” sources
qguoted Hasina as telling the
Speaker. .

On the other hand, the rul-
ing party still stuck to its pro-
posal for strengthening the
Election Commission for
holding free and fair elections.

After the meeting with the
Speaker, Sheikh Hasina told a
crowded press conference that
there is nothing new to an-
nounce.”

“The Speaker came to me
with a message that the Prime

B

--------

-ﬂ N

The budget session of the Jatiya Sa

Minister would like to discuss
the caretaker issue with me,~
Hasina said. “1 have informed
him of our stand.”

"Before an announcement
about placing of a caretaker
government bill, we will not
attend the session.” she said.
“We would not like to mislead
the people by starting a dia-
logue without a specific deci-
sion from the government.”

"Why is the BNP afraid of
elections under a caretaker
government,” she asked.

Shaikh Razzak Ali, however,
expressed optimism and said,
“Things are moving.” ’

I had a telephonic conver-
sation with the Leader of the
Opposition yesterday and 1

See Page 12 Col 4

bench attendance was also thin. This picture was taken at 3:45 pm yesterday.
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Speaker shuttles

to end crisis

By Nurul Kabir

Speaker Shajkh Razzak Ali,
in a bid to help resolve the
present political impasse using
his good offices, has been shut-
tling between the high com-
mands of the opposing politi-
cal camps.

The Speaker met the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) chief and Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

. Sunday night. He had a closed-

door meeting with the chief of
the largest Opposition party
Awami League and Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina yesterday.

Apart from communicating
the view of the two leadlers on
the ways of resolving the pre-
sent political impasse to each
other, the Speaker is learnt to
have told them that if they
failed to overcome the im-
passe, the people would even-
tually lose  confidence in the
. See Page 12 Col 3
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Lara rewrites
cricketing theme

BIRMINGHAM, England, June 6: West
Indian batsman Brian Lara’s majestic reign
took cricket to new heights Monday when he
became the first player to make 500 runs in a
first-class innings, reports AP. .

Lara's assault on record
books and history continued
when he hit 501 not out for
Warwickshire in its county
championship match against
Durliam at Edgbaston.

He broke Hanif Moham-
mad’s record of 499, set while
playing for Karachi against
Bahawalpur at Karachi,
Pakistan, in 1958-59, and
along the way broke 13 other
records in the innings. -

‘The milestone came 50
days after Lara set a record
Test score of 375 against
England in Antigua.

JMB tender for MC
3 foreign missions

Since then, he has joined
Warwickshire and has become
the first player to score seven
centuries in eight first class
innings with scores of 147

nst Glamorgan, 106 and
120 not out against Leices-
tershire, 136 against
Somerset, 26 against Middle-
sex and now his latest
milestone.

He also broke the record
;for the most runs scored in a

day with 390, to surpass
Charlie Macartney's effort for
Australia of 345 against
Nottinghamshire at Trent
Bridge in 1921.

see irregularities

By Inam Ahmed

A number of Western em-
bassies and high commissions
has raised questipns about
some irregularities by the
Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge
‘Authority (JMBA) in dealing
with the tender for manage-
ment consultancy (MC) for the
massive project. according to
highly placed sources.

Evaluation of the contesting
consultants has been finalised
and is now awaiting a JMBA
board decision.

But different diplomatic
missions have alleged that the
JMBA is trying to award the
MC. a Taka 22 crore work. to a
certain company which might
not have qualified if all agreed
procedures were striotly fol-
lowed.

When contacted. the JMBA,
however. brushed aside the
charges and claimed that no
irregularities have taken place

in the tender procedures. But
JMBA officials admitted receiv-
ing allegations of irregularities
[rom three missions — the US
and French embassies and the

Australian High Commission.

Consultants from five countries
participated in the tender.
Meanwhile, the JMBA has
extended the wvalidity of the
proposals of the intending
consultant firms by two
months. The original validity
date was May 27 and now it
has been extended to July 27
because of the delay in ap-
pointing the consultant. If is
feared that this delay will also
adversely affect the implemen-

tation of the Tk 3000 crore

Jamuna Bridge Project.

The embassies. in strongly
worded letters to the JMBA.
brought charges of irregulari-
ties immediately after the

See Page 12 Col 1

Aid to Bangladesh declines
despite return to democracy

World Bank Ioans 1o
Bangladesh declined consider-
ably following the country's re
turn to democracy despite re
peated sermons made by

Star Report
soft-term lending arm of the
WB - declined from eight per
cent to 3.2 per cent during the
same period.
The rhetoric of Western

economic management.”

World Bank loans to both
Bangladesh and the Philip
pines declined following their
return to democracy.

Share market
plunges

By Rafiq Hasan

The Dhaka share market,
which is now passing through
a prolonged depression, wit-
nessed a sudden plunge In
turnovers Monday. The
turnover in values dropped to
Tk 2586235 Monday from the
previous days Tk 4053619,

Brian Lara...;{]l
Chinese plane
crash kills 160

BEIJING, June 6: A Chinese
airliner on a domestic flight
from the tourist centre of Xian
crashed today. killing all 160
people on board, officials co-
ordinating the search said. re-
ports Reuter.

The Russian-built Tupolev-
154 with 146 passengers and
14 crew crashed eight minutes
after take-off on a flight to the
southern city of Guangzhou.

Officlals' at Xian's emer-
gency rescue centre said all on
board were dead. They said
nine passengers on China
Northwest Airlines Flight 2303
were foreigners,  but had no
details.

Government workers in
Changan county, where the
piane went dowrn, said the air-
craft appeared to have been hit
by a mid-air explosion.

Meanwhile, in another blow
to Chinese aviation, a jetliner
belonging" *» China Esuthern
Airlines was hijacked to
Taiwan. a military statement In
Taipei said. it said the plane,
with 131 people! aboard,

| landed safely in Taiwan
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democratic and authoritarian
regimes shows ® the report
said

Multilateral donors are also
least bothered by such con-
siderations ol human rights
and democracy, il added,
“They seem (0 prefer martial
law regimes, quietly assuming
the such regimes will promote
political stability and unprove

also observed that ald is rarely
focused on the priority areas of
human developrment and it has
often gone more to strategic,
allies than to poor nations.

Aid Is notl targeted at the
poor as the donors send less
than one-third of development
assistance to the ten most
populous countries (including

See Page 12 (ol
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A journalist and a student
won the first prizes In the
lucky draw of The Dally Star
World Cup Quiz No-5 held at
the Jatlya Press Club audito
rium yesterday

Fatthul Quader Samrat, a
sub-editor of the Daily Khabar
and Firuz-Al-Mamun (Titu) of
LI/46 Noorjahan Road,

See Page 12 Col 3
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Fatema Razzaque, a 13-year-old student from village Sattish in Sylhet district, receiving a

Philips Powervision colour TV from chief guest Industries Minister A M Zahiruddin Khan at
yesterday s lucky draw of the fifth Daily Star World Cup Quiz Competition held at the Jatiya
Press Club auditorium. Fatema won the top prize in the fourth quiz, the draw for which was

neld last month
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