12Uhe Shwily Mar

at BAU convocation

MYMENSINGH. June 5:
Chancellor of the universities
and Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia conferred gradu
ate, post-graduate and doctor-
ate on 1516 students of
the Bangladesh Agricultural
University at its third convoca-
tion held on the campus here
today, reports BSS.

Addressing the convocation
ceremony at the Zainul Abedin
auditoriwm the Prime Minister
urged the graduates of the uni-
versity to evolve a realistic de-

t model which could
effectively contribute to the
increase of agricultural pro-
duction and ation.

Our expectation is te have

agricuitural technology suitable
out the balanced and

BAU was held on March 28,
1968 while the second was
held on December 31, 1972.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, attired in a blue
gown., led the Chancellor's
procession marking the con-
vocation.

The programme began with

* Vice

recitation from the Holy Quran
After announcing the convoca-
tion ceremony open, the
Chancellor conferred Docto
rate degrees on 26 students,
Masters degrees on 241 and
graduation degrees on 1249
students

Between the seconfl and
third convocations a total of
7647 graduates and 2083
Masters degree holders were
given certificates without any

~ convocation.

The solemn function was
also addressed by Vice Chan
cellor of BAU Dr Shah Moham
mad Faroogq and the lormer
Chancellor of the Uni
versity, Br SD Chowdhury. as
the convocation speaker \

Describing the near sell-
sufficiency in food production
as a great success in the coun-
try's agricultural development
the Prime Minister said the
major contribution for sthis
success came from the Agri-

culture University .

Agricultural development
and its productivity are inter-
linked with higher agricultural
education and research, she
said, and hoped that the cur-
riculum of this university
would be formulated keeping
in view the demand of agricul-
tural development.

The Prime Minister said di-

rectives had been given to the
Planuing Commission to estab-
lish bilateral links with over-
seas universities and organisa-
tions for developing time-befit-

ting agricultural education and
research in the country.

PM urges India
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Parishad of Jessore Sadar
thana, Dhaka City Corporation,
the Barendra Multipurpose De-

velopment Authority of Nao- -

gaon, RDRS of Panchagarh and
Mohammad Mokbul Hossain of

Kotwali in Dinajpur district.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Forest and Enwvi-
ronment Minister Akbar Hos-
sain, Abdullah Harun
Pasha and Resident Represen-
tative of UNDP Emi Watanabe.

Begum Zia sald environ-
mental . problems transcends
geographical boundaries and
are common concern of all —
rich-poor, North-Squth and
developed-developing coun-
tries alike.

"It's a problem of preserv-
ing the entity of the human
family, our Ilife-and-death.
problem."” she said.

Tribal team
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sub-committee members until

lhunch-break.

However, sources said the
talks had ended without any
. Later, the delegation
went back to India.
The sub-committee cum-‘
prises Rashed Khan Menon,

Kalparanjan Chakma,
Mostaque Ahmed and Md

The refygee delegation and
the Governor of Tripura Stale
of India separately visited CHT
last April to see the condition
of the who returned
on February under an agree-
ment.

But after their visits no re-
sponse was reccived so far to
resume the next phase of
repatriation of the rest.

Hasina tells OCAﬁ—

From Page 1 Col 2
yesterday afternoon.

But Hasina made it clear
that Opposition's return to
Parliament would be possible
only after the proposed bill on
caretaker government for gen-
eral elections i{s mooted in the
House.

She said a dialogue cannot
be fruitful unless the govern-
ment declares before the na-
tion its acceptance of a care-
taker government for holding
national polls.

"I want a meaningful dia-
logue which will produce re-
sults. I don't want to see frus-
tration among the people in
the name of a dialogue,” she
said, adding that such a dia-

blngut could be held on the
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constitutional modalities of a
neutral caretaker government.
_ Replying to a question about
her talks with the

yesterday, Hasina said that the
Speaker -had phoned her to

Dcfemllng the concept of a
caretaker government, she
said such constitututional pro-

ern the country because of its
inefficiéncy. unbridled oor-
ruption and policy of politicisa-
tion.

Hasina claimed® that the
people had been totally disillu-
sioned with BNP's "misrule”
‘and wanted early elections to
get rid of its government. The
nation. she observed. would be
benefited from early elections.

Asked about her party's
stand if BNP goes for a snap
election without conceding to
caretaker governmeént,
Awami League leader said, "It
will be suicidal for BNP."

The opposition leader cau-
tioned that if BNP failed to ac-
cept the caretaker govern-
ment, it would have to face the
same fate® as that of the fallen
regime of Ershad.

During the meeting, Hasina
touched on different aspects of
the country’s political and so-
cio-economic issues as well as
hHer party's stand on those is-
sues,

Awami League leaders S A

M S Kibria. Tofael Ahmed,
Mohamad Nasim. Abul Hasan

Chowdhury, Prof. Abu Sayeed

and Abdul Mannan were pre-
sent. ‘ ' :

OCAB President Syed Ka-
maluddin conducted the
briefing and General Secretary
Farid Hossain gave the vote of
thanks.

 the

the
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General on a crisis relating Jo
Parliament.

Besides, he said the move
will neot yield any result when
the entire Opposition had
made its stand clear that they
would net go te Parliament
until and unless the govern-
ment brought a bill providing
for a caretaker government.

“This meaningless initiative
is designed to sidetrack the
main issue and create confu-
sion in the minds of the peo-
ple.” he added.

Rejecting the invitation,
Jatiya Party leader Maudud
Ahmed said the invitation let-
ter is “nothing but a farce” in
view of the firm stand taken by
his party along with other Op-
position in Parliament on the
question of an interim gov-
ernment.

“We do not understand

what is the meaning and pur- -

pose of writing such a letter. It
shows that the government has
failed to understand the seri-
ousness and gravity of the issue
and the situation ... it only
speaks of their incompetence
and lack of leadership in re-
solving the issue.” Maudud
said.

He questioned the authority
of the BNP Secretary General
in convening a meeting which
easentially concerned Parlia-

-Budget
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the newsmen that he had been
trying to talk to the leader of
the Opposition but could not
do so as yet.

Replying to a question
Razzak Ali also said that it was
his moral duty to help the op-
posing camps resolve any cri-
sis concerning Parliament. "l
am ready to visit, il necessary,
the residence of any
Parliament member for ending
. he said.

Opposition Chiel Whip
Mohamad Nasim, while brief-
ing newsmen at the Sangsad
Bhaban yesterday. said, "We
shall not attend the budget
session unless the ruling party
moves a bill seeking constitu-
tonal 1 for holding
national elections under a
caretaker administration.

Earlier, leaders of the op-
position parties had a closed-
door’ discussion on the latest
political situation with Sheikh
Hasina in the chair.

Briefing reporters, the
Opposition Chief Whip said,
the government has neither
taken any effective step nor
shown any interest in resolving
the crisis. Rather, "unguarded
comments )y certain
cabinet ministers had further
complicated the situation.”
Nasim added.

When his attention was
drawn to the Speaker's opti-
mism about a dialogue. Nasim
ruled out any such possibility,
saying: The situation remains
unchanged ‘with no govern-
ment step to meet the

Taslima Nasreen
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mad Nurul Alam, filed the case
on behalf of the State under
Section 295A of,the Bang-
ladesh Penal Code ' (BPC]).
accu her of hurting the re-
ligious\ sentiments of the peo-
ple.
If .proved guilty. she will
face a maximum two-year-im-
prisonment or fine or both.

A police source in the DB
said, "Our teams spent the
whole day yesterday in the
Dhaka Magistracy and in the
Dhaka District and Sessions
Judge Court in- the hope that
Nasreen would go there to
seek bail.

“"We raided all possible
hideouts in the city, including
her Shantinagar residence. If
she is in the country, we will
find her out,” said the police
source.

All airports and land bor-
ders across the country were

| also alerted, the source added.

The Baily Star
Khaleda confers degrees| Opposition rejects offer |

ment and its members.

NDFP leader Salahuddim

Quader Chowdhury said, “I'm
shocked by the attitude
demonstrated by this kind of a
circular. | cannot imagine that
he (Talukdar}could expect any
political element to respond to
such a circular.”

"It is most unfortunate that

tjleprnmlcrhillihelrlg.gfl

gravated by such irresponsibile
acts on behalf of the govern-

" ment.” he added.

“We are not going to the

SC reserves
judgement in
Azam's case

The case of Golam Azam
should be considered from a
new angle in the context of
facts that Bangladesh had

emerged through a 'bloodbath’,

Attorney General Aminul Huq
submitted before the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court

yesterday, reports BSS

After hearing the appeal for’

12 days, starting on April 3,
the four-member Court com-
prising Justice M H Rahman,
Justice A-T M Alzal, Justice
Mustafa Kamal and Justice
Latifur Rahman reserved the

verdict.

session
Opposition demand. So there
il,mmh‘ldh]omrﬂth

the ruling party leaders.”
Meanwhile, Gana Forum

(GF) leader Shamshuddoha
MP, is learnt to have differed
with his colleagues in the
Opposition on the lssue of boy-
cotting Parliament sessions.

According to meeting
sources, the GF leader pro-

posed a dialogue with the rul-

ing party on the issue of a°

caretaker government.

Shamshuddoha said at yes-
terday's meeting that parlia-
mentary democracy did not
permit the Qpposition to boy-
cott parliament sessions. The
GF is. however. yet to decide
whether its MPs would return
to the House.

Ir an another development, -

lhl:‘ﬂlllil‘ﬂ.‘.llﬁdﬂm commit -

tee of the Sangsad met yester- |

day morning.
No Opposition member at-
tended the JS advisory body

to The Daily Star night,
t::lidfl was willing to attend
the meeting but | could not do
so because | was stuck up in
the Opposition meeting. held
almost at the same time."

The Opposition leaders are |

scheduled to meet -again at the
Sangsad Bhaban this moming.

Company Law
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General Meeting. However,
under the draft, one cannot
continue as Managing Director
for more thand0 years.

“Such provision has been
incorporated to curb the co-
terie system in company man-
agement,” said sources con-
cerned.

The draft Act is expected to
facilitate foreign investment in
local companies since the re-
lated regulations have been
simplified. However, any for-
eign company willing to cease
operation in Bangladesh must
notify the Registrar well In
time before doing so. Under
the existing Act, any foreign
company can wirid up activities
without informing the authori-
ties.

The new Act, which has
been drafted to meet the pre-
sent-day needs, will help to
strengthen the sharg market
and boost investments to a
large extent, the goverruynent
authorities Hope.

day.

Flag incident
From Page 1 Col 5

University and another [rom
the Eden College — who were
dating near the Parliament in-
formed the police guard on
duty at the Parliament Secre-
tariat that they had seen a man
of about 40, in a hungl and pun-
jabi, removing the national flag
#nd replacing it with a piece of
cloth resembling a flag

* Informed about the inci-
dent. the police soon remowed
the banner and replaced it
with the national flag on the
mast of the South Plaza.

Meanwhile, Speaker of Par-
liament Shaikh Razzak Ali
termed the incident as "most
unfortunate and undesirabile.”

The Speaker also toid
newsmen at his office that the
Parliament Secretariat should
have its own security guards to
maintain law and order around
the Sangsad Bhaban.

Presently. a pelice contin-
gent of only 15 constables un-
der the Dhaka Metropolitan
Police are being deployed In
and around the Parliament

building. the Speaker Iin-
forrhed the reporters.
Replying to a question.

Razzak Ali said. °| cannot say
anything about the exact mo-
tive behind the incident, but it
has definitely been done by
some quarters with ulterior
motives.” He demanded ade
guate logistic support for the
Parliament Secretariat to
guard against such ml.’(‘.hiﬂ' in
future.

Tejgaon police informed

The Daily Star that a case of
subversive activity against the
State has been lodged in this
cohnection yesterday. No ar-
rest had been made il writing
of this report at midnight last

The opposition parties in
Parliament . strongly cen-
demned the incident yester-

Opposition Chief Whip Mo-
hammad Nasim, while giving
his reactions on the Incident,

said that the government had
failed to protect the national

flag in such a well-guarded
place as the Sangsad Bhaban. |

The Opposition leader also
suspected the government's
hand behind the "heinous’ act.

Ruling Bangladesh National-
ist Party (BNP) leader and

Minister for Public Works -

Rafiqul Islam Miah, while giv-
ing his reactions over tele-
phone, told this correspon-
dent that it was a very unfortu-
nate incident. The Minister
also observed that the police
should investigate into the
matter seriously and punish
the criminals involved.
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Business
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orating on the point, he said it
has been found that a number
of entrepreneurs have both
loss and profit making units,
The government collects in-
come tax only on the basis of
incomes from the profit-mak-
ing units, although the en-
trepreneurs have to subsidise
the loss-making units from the
income of the profitable ones,
he said. Only a consolidated

balanee. sheet of all the units

can ensure justice in this re-
gard, he added.

On VAT, Mahbubur Rahman
sald the present rate of 15 per
cent should be reduced to 10
per cent to check corruption
‘and evasion of tax. The area of
imposing VAT should not be
expanded further in the pre-
sent situation ‘of the economy,
he added. E

In support of this view, Lati-
fur Rahman pointed out that 5

|, per cent decrease of VAT rate

would reduce the price of
goods which would result in

| bettef consumption of com-

modities. To make the coun-
try's exports more cost effec-
tive, Redwan Ahmed suggested

| that all types of VAT have to be

waived from txpurt' oriented
industries.
Redwan and Mahbub both

suggested withdrawal of VAT

on electricity and telephone’
for the 100 per cent export-
oriented. industries, Redwan
further said, "'There should not
be any tax or duty on the im-
port of capital machinery.
Although decision had been
given to withdraw this types of
duty or tax but unfortunately
the decision has not yet been
implemented.”

The system of deducting
one per cent income tax at
sourge should be removed, Ab-
dur Rab said adding that dif-
ferent types of sureharges
should be withdrawn to reduce
the existing tax burden on the
people.

Regarding the investment
scenario, Latifur Rahman de-
scribed the macro economic
situation as positive. "The for-
eign exchan reserve has
been formid for the last
three years, which has helped
making Taka convertible. Be-

. sides, the government has

been contributing some 35
cent resources to the

-non-existénce of any

leaders interviewed

which was less than 5 per cent
four years ago and inflation
rate has been brought under
control,” he _said.

Expressing the hope that
the budget would continue to
support such investment cli-
mate, he said,"such trends and
factors are giving advantages
for investment. This is the
right time for investment.”

“But unfortunately, the ex-
isting political impasse is dis-
couraging investors. We must
have to remove the political

impasse to encourage invest-
ment, this is as important as a
budget favourable for invest-
ment,” he added.

. Redwan said, "To encourage
both domestic and foreign in-
vestment in setting up back-
ward linkage industries, the
ensuing budget should have
clear declaration about the
income
tax on all direct and deemed
export for the next 20 years."

Redwan furthér suggested

that a separate export bank be
established, the interest on
lending be reduced and duty
on import of raw cotton dyes
and chemicals be withdrawn.

ng in his car
residential district of Khushall Khan Mina on Wednesday,

reports AFP

GENEVA. June 5: The United Nations on gave up a
four-day attempt to begin cease-fire talks between Bosnian
Serbs and the Bosnian government after the government
boycotted the negotiations, saying Serbs had not left Gorazde.
UN spokesman Michael Willilams said Bosnian Vice-President
Ejup: Ganic was not convinced by the
assessment that a UN exclusion zone around the eastern
Muslifa enclave of Gorazde was clear of armed Serbs, reports
AP.
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1982 and in Oman

Mr.
Prime Minister of

June 1994.

IFIC now .
in the land of the Himalayas |

With its maiden exposure in Maldives in
through Oman
Bangladesh Exchange Company and in
Pakistan throdgh two of its branches in
Karachi and Lahore, IFIC continues its
march forward beyond our borders.

Our next stoppage is Nepal, the land of
the great Himalayas. Nepal Bangladesh
Bank Litd. — a joint venture bank
established by IFIC with 50% share |
capital and management contract, opens
its first branch at Kathmandu, Nepail.

G.P. Koirala, Honourable

Nepal
inaugurate the bank today, the 6th

IFIC serves
Internationally

will
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