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Househunting Trauma
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By Samia [slam

Unaveidable circumstances led to our house-
hunting frenzy during the last two manths of
1993. The contact with the landlord at our
previous house made provisions for three
months' notice but as you can't book a house
three months before hand and pay rent for two
houses at the same time, we were lazing away
till it was mid November. December 31, the of-
ficial date of our meving out of the house. Seo,
while we searched Tor a suitable house and en-
dured househunting trauma, in Dhaka City,
our landlord was also busy preparing to re-rent
his house. Thus as is the norm in such cases,
people of various creeds and dogmas came at
the weirdest hours to peep in side bathrooms,
bedrooms et al. This was not their fault
since the landlord residing in the ground
floor of the same house on days when he was
bodily present would virtually drag embar-

e

work in an NGO you are liable to starve with a

big family, you would expect some logic behind
such outrageous rents, but there are none. This
is the most profitable business of the 90's for a
landlord in Dhaka City. Nowhere else on

garth would you find a society that lets its

houseowners harass the tenants in such a way. -

All over the world the law is on the tenant's
side but here it's different like everything
else. Here the last thing you consider while de-
ciding the rent for your newly made 900 Sq. Ft.
haven, in a lane that would put a rickshaw's
width to shame, at Tk. 6,000 per month, is
the payscale of a government employee. Hey
| That's the tenant's headache not the own-
er's. *

Anyway coming back to the original topic,
we find ourselves on the day of the actual shift-
ing. Early in the morning the vans and the mo-

vers came and so

rassed people in to
see a Tk 17,000 per

did the landlord. As
we had to move out

month (new raised
rent for 1994)
house. :
Until mid Decem-
ber only one Tamily
showed signs of in-
terest and our land-
lord came one night
and gave us the de-
lightful news that a
party had almost
agreed and contract
papers would be
and readied
by the following
week. Next week. he
came again. This
time with more good news - could we possibly
allow these riew people to bring in some of
their furniture before they themselves moved
in.? Living in a Tk 15,000 per month rented
house in a place like New D.O.H.S, you'd expect
some respect when you are supposed to pay a
whole month's rent and everything.
Any way, we agreed and casually asked about
their contract, the man replied "Oh, soon,
soon.” So much for written agreements; we
who had some such thing were being forced
out ‘while some other fellow from nowhere
with a verbal understanding was commanding
such humility in this seemingly inhuman fellow.
Why inhuman? Wait till the good stuff
starts.

Now to the househunting part of our adven-
ture. Coming back to central Dhaka after some
time, we found out that.the rents had skyrock-
eted while we were away. Rent for a 1300 Sq.

Ft. t was Tk 9000, for 1500 sq. Ft. Tk
10,000, for 1800 Sq. Ft. Tk. 12.000 per
month. Naturally we were looking for a secure

place in the city and that security cost Tk
1,500 per month added to rents plus utility
bills. Living in this country, where if you don't

CHANGE OF

TELEPHONE NUMBERS

We are pleased to inform the following

changes of our PABX telephone numbers at
the Head Office - 39, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka

with immediate effect :

OLD NUMBER
3894

7164

255028

£318 -

installed for convenience.

MARKETING MANAGER - 868730

SALES MANAGER

(INDUSTRIAL PRODUCT) - 868732
SINGER BANGLADESH LIMITED

868652
868653
868654
: 868655
868656

. In addition to the above the following new
telephone numbers have also been

in a day, we were
hurrying with the
stuff like there was
no tomorrow. Natu-
rally while taking
care we did not run
away with his light
shades, and tube-
lights and I don't
know what else, the
landlord was getting
in the way. Yet, he
doggedly kept at it,
shaking off our
frowns and casual
sarcastic remarks

ARE YOU OFF ER NG
EI/GHT THOUSAND MONTHLY
ForR TH/S HOUSE 3 ...

like a statedfast El.}lﬂ:ltr.. |

Right in the middle of this, he began to pes-
ter us for the keys. We handed the set over to
him but he began shaking his head "No, no,
there are five keys missing." We tried to con-
sole him by assuring him that we would bring
them around later, because it would be impos-
sible to look for five keys in the mess we were
in. He still shook his head. Oh, the expression

on his face as he kept on saying, "but without
the keys the doors are all worthless.”" He did

not believe that we would understand this com-
plex métter. I don't think he had been able to
sleep that night. What with missing keys. in-
considerate, unintelligible tenants and every-

thing.

Well, we escaped the hell hole scotfree and
yes, we did find and return the keys. The last
time we filled our little car with the remaining
fragile things, the landlord's mother came out
of the house and took a look inside the boot of
the car. Relieved that we had not scraped the
plaster off the walls or something and tried to
flee with it, she went back inside flashing a dry
smile in our direction.

I Hasina to distribute

rickshaws among
Lalbagh victims

Leader of the Opposition in
| Parltament Sheikh Hasina will
distribute rickshaws among
the fgmily members of the
Lalbagh victims today at 5 pmi.
reports UNB.

The Awami Foundation will
provide the rickshaws for the
family members of the victims.

Hasina, who is also the
chairperson of the foundation,
will distribute the rickshaws at
Nawabgan| water tank where
six people were killed in a
post DCC election carnage on
January 31, this year.

Phaka City Mayor Moham-
mad Hanif will also be present.

Contraband
se1zed

RAJSHAHI, June 5 BDR
personnel of 20 rifle battalion
conducting anti-smuggling
drive have seized Indian con-
traband worth over Taka five
lakh from the different cor-
ners of the battallon area of the
district on Friday. according to

an official handout r ris
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MINISTRY OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE
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Ney MOHFW/CMMU/BID-HEAL TH/94/1139

Dated : 04 June, 1994

THIRD AMENDMENT NOTICE

The bid notices and subsequent amendments circulated through this office for the sub-components of
Fourth Population and Health Project under IDA Credit 2259-BD are amended as under-

- -

, ‘. nts.

La " '
Selling of Bid

¥
L

3, This amendment will form a part of the contract and will be binding upon the bidders.

|

119.06 1994

—

116.06.1994

Further Development of 4-Medical College Hospitals 15 06 1994
No. MOHFW/CMMU/Bid-4M.Hospitals/94/797 | ;

2. Aﬂlﬁ“ﬂmﬁﬁmdlﬁc Notice Inviung Bid and earlier amendments shall remain

valid.

120 06 1994

(M. MAJIBUR RAHMAN, psc)
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Award-winning children pose with their prizes wun'in
the Nazrul Academy to mark its 30th founding anpniversary at the

Tk Scr aﬂ'orestatiof

programme in Ctg

CHITTAGONG., June 5: The
Forest Department has been
implementing a Taka eight
crore afforestation programme
during the year 1993-94 on
3365 hectares of land in
Chittagong and Cox's Bazar

with a view to increasing forest

resources as well as impr
economical
eas.

The afforestation pro-
gramme which was under-
taken in July, 1993, has been
progressing satisfactorily and
it is scheduled to be com-
pleted in this month.

Conservator of
Chittagong division, AK Abu

Taher told BSS here yesterday

that the afforestation pro-
gramme under forest re-
sources management project
had been implemented in
short and the long term rota-
tions. Under short term rota-
tion
long term rotation 1600 hec-
tares of land were earmarked,
he said.

. The afforestation progra-
mme has been financed by
World Bank and internal re-
sources, he added.

Under short and the long

“United efforts
needed to protect

environment’

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali
yesterday said united efforts
were needed immediately to
prevent further degradation of
the environment and stop
desertification, alarming inc-
rease ol salinity and fish output
decline in the country due to
the adverse effects of Farakka
barrage, reports UUNB.

"The largest mangrove Sun-
darban is facing destruction
due to the adverse effects of
Farakka barrage. Fish culti-
vation has alarmingly been
affected as the flow of the
Ganges reduced to a great
extent.” he said.

The Speaker was addre-
ssing as chiefl guest a discu-
ssion meeting on "Environ
ment and Education”™ at the
BANBEIS auditorium. The Na-
tional Association of UNESCO
Clubs in Bangladesh and the
Bangladesh National Commi
sslon for UNESCO and the
Ministry of Educafion jointly
arranged the discussions to
mark the World Environment
Dy

Relating environment with
education, the Speaker said
good environmenl means so-
clal, political and natural balan
ce, and this could be ensured
Lhrough education

Hetom:
BTV
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4.30 Opening annound ement
Al-Quran
Programme summary

445 Documentary: Growing up
Children

%510 News In Bangla

5:20 Sports programne
Foothall

605 Moder Garab Moder Asha

6:45 Open University

7:15 Nazrul songs

8:00 News in Bangla

B:30 Janameat

9:00 Musical programme
Geetibitan

lﬂ'fﬂ News io English

10:30 Comedy series. Murphy
Brown

11:00 Musical programme  Disco

F :

11:30 Khabar/The News

11:40  Tomorrow's programme
SLITHTLATY
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balance in the ar-

forest,

1765 hectares and under

term rotations, plantations of
indigenous trees like segun,

~ gorzan, chapalis, mehgoni and
" others were being ratsed in

the naked hilly land of Chitta-
gong and Cox's Bazar.
A separate official source
said that a coastal afforestation
rogramme costing about Taka
23 lakh was also in the process

‘of implementation in Chitta-
gong and Cox's Bazar coastal -

areas. Under the coastal affo-
restation programme, forests
are being raised at Moheskhali,
Mirsarai, Teknaf and Urir Char
at an expenditure of Taka
16.13 lakh on 772 hectares of
charland. Mostly keora, and

bine plantations are raised in
these areas.

Under another coastal af-
forestation programme, 'jhaw’
plantation was being raised at
Anowara, Banskhali and
Kutubdia at an expenditure of
Taka 5.17 lakh on 115 acres of
high land.

The third coastal afforesta-
tion programme is being im-
plemented in Sandip and
Kutubdia islands at an expendi-
ture of Taka 1.69 lakh in the
premises of schools, colleges
and madrassahs. Rain tree,
akash moni, karai, arjun, me-

hgoni® varieties of trees are

raised in Lhese areas.

honoured

The Queen's University of

Canada conferred honorary
degree of Doctor of Law to F H
Abed, Founder and Executive
Director of the Bangladesh
Rural Advancement Committee
(BRAC). according to a mes-
sage received here yesterday,
reports UNB.

The degree was conferred
at a largely attended convoca-
tion of the university held at
its campus in Kingston,
Canada, on Friday.

Abed was honoured for his
remarkable achievement in
establishing the BRAC and
specially the educational pro-
grammes which It has devel-
oped to address the devastat-
ing eflects of llliteracy among
the landless and rural poor "

The citation referred to his
"persuasive promotion of
power of eduction to change
the life of an individual and by
extension a nation of 125 mil
lon.”

In reply to the honour. F H
Abed said, "this honour be
longed truly to the people of
Bangladesh who wage relent
less struggle against multiple
odds as the real performers in
the history "

He added the BRAC experi
ence is a reflection of the ca
pacily ol the people for hard
work, innovation and achieve
ment

He thanked the donor
community, particularly the
people of Canada for their gen-
erous support towards the de-
velopment efforts of Bangla
desli said a BRAC press re
b1~
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Rain with gusty wind likely

Light 1o mederate rain or thundershower accompanied by
lemporary gusty wind likely to occur at many places over
Dheka, Chittagong and Barisal divisions during the next 24
hours till 6 pm today. reports UNBE

Sirnilar weather will remain at a few places over Rajshahig
and Khuina divisions with moderately heavy fall at places. Met

office said

Southwest monsoon has advanced to Chittagong coast and
likely to sweep over Bangladesh during next 72 hours.

Slight fall in the temperature is expected over the

country Rainfall is likely 1o increases in the subsequent two

s

Country s highest temperature 36 degrees Celsius was
registered at Satkhira and lowest 22 degrees at Sylhet and

Dinajpur yesterday
The

tomorrow (Tuesday) at 5.10 am

sun sets loday (Monday) at 6 44 pm and rises

Office of the Chief Engineer/West
- Bangladesh Railway

Corrigendum to
Tender Notice

No. Eng/M.G/Spikes/Tend/W(IV-A) Dated: 18-5-94

Corrigendum to the tender notice, invited vide No.
Eng/M G/Sleeper/W/(IV-A) Dated 5-5-1994 for supply of 2,00,000 (two
lac) Nos. Metre Gauge Dog Spikes (size 4 7 x 37 x T is hereby
issued due to unavoidable circumstances.

Seliing date of tender document of tender is extended up to 09-06-94
during office hours. Tender is to be dropped by 12.00 hrs. of 11-6-1994
which will be opened at 12.30 hours on the same date in the offices as
mentioned in the previous notice. All other terms and conditions will remain

competitions organised by APRD No-218-18/5 Bangladesh Railway
institution of engineers in D492 - Rajshahi
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