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Hartal in Comilla
onJune 8

From Our Correspondent

COMILLA, June 5: The
Comilla Bibhag Bastyabyan
Parishad has rescheduled its
hartal call in greater Comilla
district on June 8 instead of
June 6.

US envoy meets
Works Minister

The US Ambassador to
Pangladesh David N Merrill
called on Housing and Public
Works Minister Rafiqul Islam
Mia at his office yesterday
They discussed matiers of mu-

tual interests, reperts UNB.

{ nouncement expressing

Opposition to continue boycott

The budget session of Jatiya
Sangsad (JS) begins this
afternoon with the Opposition
parties still bent on boycdtting
the proceedings of the House.

The national budget for
fiscal 1994-95 is likely to be
placed on June 9.

Meanwhile, Speaker Shaikh
Razzak All is learnt to have
been trying hard to bring the
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist
Party: (BNP) and the
Opposition in Parliament
closer to resolve the present
political impasse.

The crisis has been created

due to the Opposition demand

Dialogue only
after caretaker
bill: Hasina

Sheikh Hasina has said the
opposition will go for a dia-
logue only after the govern-
ment comes up with an an-
its
readiness to bring a constitu-
tion amendment bill for a
caretaker government to hold
national polls, reports UNB.

"Let them come with the
announcement first... we ‘are
ready to sit for a dialogue,” the
Leader of the Opposition said
at a meeting with the Overseas
Correspondents’ Association
Bangladesh (OCAB) in Dhaka

-ﬁl:t_w 12 Col 2-

Hy Staff Correspondent

for holding general elections
under a caretaker government
and the ruling party's refusal to
entertain the idea. The

position, however, ruled out
, the possibility of any dialogue
* in stich a situation.

Shaikh Razzak Ali, however,
told newsmen yesterday that
the leaders of the opposing
camps are likely to hold an
official meeting today to
discuss ways of ending the
present crisis. Replying to a
question, the Speaker also said
it would be a pre- summlt
meeting.

I have proposed to the

JS session from today

Prime Ministes and Leader of
the House Begum Khaleda Zia
to have a dialogue with the
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina to
resolve the crisis and Begum
Zia responded positively to the
proposal. the Speaker told
reporters at his office
yesterday morning. He. how-
ever, sald that the ground had
to be prepared for the success
of the proposed 'summit-level
meeting', and talks between
the leaders of the two sides
¢ould be held to that end. |

The Speaker also informed

See Page 12 Col 4

Opposition rejects BNP’s
offer for talks today

The ruling Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party has invited the
Opposition to a meeting this
morning to discuss the stale-
mate caused by their boycott of
Parliament, reports UNB.

The invitation was sent to
opposition group leaders by
BNF Secretary General Abdus
Salam Talukar.

The Opposition leaders, in a
sharp reaction last night, re-
fected the invitation terming it
“a farce”.

Salam Talukdar in his letter
invited the Opposition leaders
to meet at Committee Room
No. 2 of the Sangsad Bhavan at

10 am today “to discuss the si-
tuation arising out of the ab-
senice of opposition members
from Parliament”.

The brief letter was sent
yesterday evening in the ruling
party's letterhead.

Opposition Chief Whip Mo-
hammad Nasim turned down
the invitation of the BNP Sec-
retary General saying the
question of.attending such a
meeting does not arise at all.

Giving his reaction to UNB
last night, Nasim questioned
the wisdom of calling the
meeting by the BNP Secretary

See Page 12 Col 4

( Sinister, even

ttudcn}s — one from the Dhaka

&

bizarre!
By Staff Correspondent

In a sinister, even bizarre
incident, the national flag

hoisted at the South Plaza of

the Parliament building was
replaced by an unidentified
gan with a cloth banner re-
sembling a flag yesterday
morning.

A 60 inches by 45 inches
white piece of cloth, with an
orange colour circle sur-
rounded by five starts, carried
Arabic and English inscrip-'
tions which read: ‘Auzu billahe
minash shaituanir razim bis-
milla hir rahmanir rahim’ and
“La ilgha illallahu muhammad-
pur rasulallah’.

At around 10:40 am two

See Page 12 Col 6

No progress in
talks with

tribal team

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. June 5: The
Parliamentary Sub-Committee
on Hill Tracts Affairs today
held a meeting with a four-
member refugee delegation
from India at Ramgarh Rest
House under Khagrachhari hill
district to discuss the repatria-
tion of tribal refugees.»

The four-member refugee
delegation led by Upendra Lal
Chakma, Chairman of the
Refugee Welfare Association,
arrived at Ramgarh this morn-
ing and held talks with the
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Awami League chief and I.Jz'ﬂdl!l‘ of the Opposition in Parliament Sheikh Hauma npeakmg at an nii Opposition meet at the

Jlt.l_'fﬂ Sangsad yesterday
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An sarman shot
By Staff Correspondent

A police constable's inept
handling of rifle inflicted bul
let-wound on an Ansarman, M
All, 30, at Banani outpost ol
Guishan Police Station in the

city cﬁfll‘lﬂr:‘ay afternoon

police said t(hat
when constable Mofazzal Ho
ssain was cleaning his lcaded
gun. a bullet slipped and hit All
who was sitting nearby in a
room in the police outpost

| around 2:30 pm

Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh

National Board of Revenue
Dhaka

15, 1994.

The advance income tax pa}r'able by the eon-
cerned taxpayer is to be paid through . T. Form
No. 1. T. 31 (B) (amended) challan.

The taxpayers should pay the advance tax fill-
ing in the said challan form as usual by rgplacing
the figure “74(1)” with the figure “64” in as many
places as it occurs in the form.

It may be mentioned that the limit of total
income for payment of advance income tax for all
classes of assessees is now Taka 1,00,000/=.

All assessees corfterned are requested to pay
their advance income tax for the 4th quarter of the
current financial year relevant to the assessment
year 1994-95 under this system by June 15, 1994
Smple interest @ 12% per annum will be leviable

if the advance income tax is not paid or paid at a
lesser amount than due.

Notice

The date for advance income tax payment for
the 4th quarter of the current financial year is June

National Board of Revenue

DFP (G) 10561-31/5

| G989

The draft of the Coghpanies
Act 1994 s expected to be
placed as a hill during the
Jatlya Sangsad session begin
ning Ltoday

According to an official
source, preparations for plac
ing the bill are now complete
and following its passage. the
new Act will be eflective. re-
pealing the existing Companies
Act ol 1913

The "Cabinet okayed the
draft of the new Act on 29
November last year However,
the Commerce Ministry was
asked to prepare an authentic
version in English for the ben
efit of the foreign investors
and enirepreneurs Accor-
dingly. the English version and
its vetting by the Law Ministry
have been done and the draft
has been (inalised

By Special Correspondent

The new law, almed at en
suring smooth functioning ol
the companies,. Incorporates
major changes In the Adcl for

mulated by the Hritish rulers
sormme BO years ago

“The new Act will substan
tially simphfy the procedure of
floating new comipanies ™ sald
the source. pointing out that
the process under the existing
Act of 1913 Is complicated and
also cumbersome. The
Registrar of Joint Stnck
Companies has been fully au
thorised to handle matters re
latkd to the formation of com
panies while the stale's power
to control them has been am
ply reduced

Provisions tu protect the
rights of minority share- hold
ers In companies have also
been added Under such provi

ICompanies Act '94 to go before JS

sion. one-tenth of the share-
holders of a company can ap-
peal to the High Court Individ
ually or jointly (I the Directors
run the company affairs against
their interest. The court can
issue necessary orders in such
CASCS.

Other provisions to protect
Lthe
holders have also been added.
Fayments of dividends to the
share-holders within two
months of its declaration has
beeri made mandatory under
the proposed law.

According to the draft. a
person can continue as manag

ing Director of a company for
five years at a stretch after
which he must be reappointed
with the approval of the

See Page 12 Col 5

Business leaders seek tax cuts,
incentives for local industry

Leading businessmen of the
country yesterday called for
raising the minimum taxable
income to Tk 75,000 from Tk
50,000

The business leaders. in
separale pre-budget interviews
with The Daily Star
suggested that the budget
should waive income tax in the
export sector. reduce duty and
tariff on imported industrial
Inputs and reduce VAT rate to
10 per cent from 15 per cent.

The call was made by Presi-
dents of the Federation of
Bangladésh Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FBCCI)
Mahbubur Rahman. Metropoli
tan Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (MCCI) Latifur Rah
man. Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce and [ndustry (DCCI)
Abdur Rab Chowdhury and
Bangladesh Garments Manufac-
turers and Exporters Associa
tion (BGMEA) Redwan Ahmed

| MP

Star Report

BCC] chief Mahbubur Rah-
man suggested keeping Lhe
difference between the rates ol
duty un finished gods and raw
materials at 30 per cent

In support of this view.
MCC] chiet Latifur Rahman
said, Our Industiries are sitill

largely dependent on imported
raw materials If duty and tariff
on Imported industrial raw
materials are not reduced as
against those of similar fin
ished imported goods. the lo
cal industries will be affected.”

Regarding income tax DCC]
President Abdur Rab Chowd
hury strongly suggested that all
government officials mus! pay
income tax like others in the
countiry to increase govern-
ment revenue. He said that the
Ershad regme exempted offl
cials from paying income tax
"to keep the bureaucracy un
der control ~

BGMEA chief Redwan
Ahmed suggested exemption

of the garments sector from
paying excise tax, VAT and
sales tax to make the ready-
made garments export more
competitive. "Also, net income
from export may be made 100
per cent income tax de-
ductible. This will provide in-
centive to the exporters.” he
said .

Regarding the raising of the
minimum taxable income, Lati-
fur Rahman said, "This might
help increase consumption in
the country as people will have
more savings Increased con-
sumption will increase gov
emment revenue through VAT
and other taxes.”

Aboul the procedure of col
lecting corporate tax, Abdur
Rob Chowdhury said the gov
ermment will have to collect
taxes on the basis of consoli-
dated balance sheet from those
entreprencurs who have more

than one industrial units. Elab-
See Page 12 Col 3
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Aranl.:a Sanche: V:canél nf Spam l‘lﬂ;:! the French Open

trophy after defeating Frenchwoman Mary Pierce in the
final in Paris June 4. Sanchez-Vicario won 6-4, 6-4.

— AFP photo_

PM urges India to

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday called
upon India to resolve the
Ganges water sharing problem
to help prevent desertification
in a vast part of Bangladesh,
rtports UNB.

"Desertification has started

in the western region of

Bangladesh, because of a drastic

fall in the Ganges flow in the
dry season. it's.not a natural
process. It's man -made. As a
member of the world family 1
call upon India to resolve this
life-and-death prnblem of our
four crore people.”

She made the call whi]e
speaking at a function on the
occasion of World Envifon®
ment Day, observed yesterday
in the country, as elsewhere
round the globe, to create
awareness against environmen-
tal degradation with the theme
— “One World, One Family."

"The Ganges flow had
dropped to an alarming low
due to unilateral withdrawal of

the international river's water:

b? India at the Farakka bar-
rage. affecting all sectors of
the economy as well as
lifestyles of the people of the

Thousands join in
prayers at D-Day

remembrance

FORTSMOUTH, England,
June 5. Thousands of veterans,
VIPs and ordinary people
joined in prayers of remem-
brance Sunday at a seaside
service for the Allied troops
that took part in the D-Day in-
vasion. Beyond the sea wall, an
armada set sail for France to
reenact the start of Europe's
liberation, reports AP.

The sunny weather marked
a change from the gray and
rainy skies on the invasion's
eve 50 years ago. A chill wind
made rough sailing for boats of
every size and shape that filled
the Solent., a stretch of water
leading to the English Channel
where part of the D-Day ar-
mada assembled.

Flag waving crowds cheered
the arrival of VIPs from 14
countries including Queen
Elizabeth I, President Clinton
and Princess Diana, making a
rare appearance with the royal
family. As the crowd wailted. a
World War (1 Dakota aircraft
and gliders used in the initial

.D-Day assault. flew overhead

Murtaza Bhutto
out on bail

KARACHI, June 5. Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto's es-
tranged brother was released
on bond from jail Sunday amid
an uproar from hundreds of
raucous supporters who
blocked traffic and danced in
the street outside the court-
room. reports AP

Murtaza Bhutto was jalled
last November when he re-
turned to Pdkistan after 16
years in exile. He was charged
with sedition and terrorism,
with most of the accusations
leveled by Pakistan's military
dictator,

solve water crisi

northwestern part of

Bangladesh.

The Prime Minister t‘ﬂ.“l:[.l
for allout, united efforts to pro-
tect the country s worsening
environment for maintaining
the beautiful flora and fauna of
the motherland.

She also sought assistance
of the world community in this
effort. "We expect the assis-
tance 6f all members of the
worldwide human family in
this effort.”

The function was arranged
to distribute the "Prime Minis-
ter's Award-1992". in tree
planting. The Prime Minister
gave away nine gold, nine sil-
ver and nine bronze medals
among individuals, educational
institutions and organisations
in nine categories for their
outstanding performances in
the afforestation drive.

The gold medal recipients
are Ghata 2 Governmeéwul Pri-
mary School in Dohar thana of
Dhaka district, Malikhala High
Schook of Pifojpur. the
Bangladesh Agriculture Uni-
versity, the Islamic Mis=ion of

Sonargaon, Dowara Uign
See Page 12 Col 3
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programmes

All programmes of the Gov-
ernment Employees Co-ordi-
nation Council, scheduled for
June 7 and 8, have been post-
poned, reports BSS.,

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the central execu-
tive committee of the counecil
Saturday. The meeting was
presided over by Abdul Man-
nan, executive president of the
council.

The programmes of the
Government Employees Co-or-
dination Couficil have been
postponed in view of its con-
tinuation of discussions with
the higher authorities on their
five-point demand under the
chairmanship of the Estab-
lishment Secretary in light of
the talks with Home Minister
Abdul Matin Chowdhury on
May 31. 4

Police still
looking for

Taslima Nasreen
By Staff Correspondent

Police could not arrest
Taslima Nasreen. the contro-

versial writer, till midnight
last night.
Different law enforcing

agencies, including the Detec-
tive Branch (DB), raided di-
fferent places, on Saturday and
Sunday to arrest her, but in
vain.

The thef Metropolitan Ma-
gistrate (CMM}. Dhaka, Satur-
day issued a non-bailable wa-
rrant of arrest against Nasreen
following a police case accu-
sing her of ‘blasphemous state-
ments’ against Islam made by
the 32-yvear-old author in an
interview published in the
Calcutta-based daily The Sta-
tesman on May 9.

Officer-in-Charge of Moti-
station, Moham-

~ See Page 12 Col 4
No changes 1n
-DV-1 Rules

The US Embassy annournced
yesterday that there has been
no change in the rules for ap-
plying for an immigrant visa
under the US DV-1 pro-
gramme.

A USIS special release said
despite inaccurate press re-
ports about changes, the
guidelines previously issued by
the US Embassy in Dhaka
remain valid. As specified in
those directions, the appli-
cant's nalve country, name,
and address should be written
in the upper left hand comer
of the envelope.

Applications for the DV-1
lottery from Bangladesh must
be received at the US address
no later than June 30. Applica-
tions which were received
prior to June |, the first day of
program.e eligibility. were au-
tomatically disqualified, as ex-
plained in the original an-
nouncement.
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STAR QUIZ 5

LUCKY DRAW

| &
PRIZE-GIVING OF

STAR QUIZ 4
TODAY

The Lucky Draw to determine
the winners of STAR QUIZ 5 and
prize-giving ceremohy of STAR
4 QUIZ 4 will be held today., 6
June, 1994 at the Jatiya Press
Club Auditorium at 6 PM.

A M Zahiruddin Khan
Hon'ble Minister for Industries

will be the Chief Guest

f
ALL ARE CORDIALLY INVITED.

Che Daily Star
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